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PREFACE. 


T HAD finifhed, towards the end 1788, the Pic- 
ture of Paris, which I had begun in 1761, and 
which formed twelve volumes; I imagined that I 
had faid every thing, at leaft every thing that I 
knew refpeéting this city, on which the eyes of the 
whole world are continually fixed ; and little thought 
of returning to this fubjedt, av hen a revolution, the 
remembrance of which will never perifh, or ceale 
to influence the deftinies of mankind, overthrows at 
once the manners of a peaceable nation, changes its 
habits, its laws, its cuftcms, its police, its govern- 
ment, its religion, and infpires it alternately with 
the moft heroic courage and the moft cowardly fe~ 
rocity. How auguft | ! how abject ! how impetucus }- 
how patient! This city muft neceflarily be divided 
into two diftinG claffes ; the one throwing itfelf with 
generous ardour into the arms of liberty, intreprd, 

invincible—fuch were the people of the fourteenth 
of Jely and the tenth of Auguit; the other, cring- 
ing, rapacious, and cruel, ‘watching to feize on and 
appropriate to themfelves the victories of the repub- 
licans ; holding themfelves forth as the moft pure, 
the moft clear-fighted, and moft decided patriots, 


while they were only grafping at pews and riches. 
, ‘Lhe 
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The valorous republicans ‘were governed by thele 
fycophants, who, hiding themfelves in every feafon 
_of danger, rufhed impudently forward when it was 
pait, to precipi: the people into crimes, and put 
themfelves at the head of executioners. ‘Thus the 
intrepid warrior, the laborious funClionary, evéry 
honeft and peaceable citizen, has been deceived and 
abufed by demagogues, who aflumed the tone of 
liberty to render it odious and execrable, and who 
would be only horrible in the eyes of pofterity as 
moniters, uf they had not likewife been criminal 
through corruption ; ‘for the greater part acted in im- 
plicit obedience to the fuggeltions | and fury of our 
coalefced enemies. 

The greateft of all miracles is, that this fuperb 
city ftill exifts. The plan of attack, which was to 
have taken place at Verfaiiles, againtt the national 
affembly and againft Paris, is one of the moft horri- 
ble projects which was ever conceived in the cabinet 
of a perjured king and a corrupted court. The city 
would have been facked, given up to pillage, and 
reduced to the third of its population, while defpo- 
‘ifm, with its arm dyed in blood, would have hover- 
ed overits ruins. The courage of the Parifians, | 

their union, and the unexpected favour of fortune, 
ftruck pale that homicidal court. The king had in- 
deed fixed in his hat the national cockade, the fignal 
of victory and of regeneration ; but with the fecret 
‘intention of immediately tearing it away, aided by 
furrounding monarchs, to whom he would have 
given up the frontiers of Fi ance, on condition that 
he fhouid remain in peaceable poffeffion, within the. 
precincts of his palace, of his valets, his hounds, his 
nobility and his parliament. 

The counter-revolution began under his aufpices, 
from the day that he returned to Verfailles, wearing © 
the national cockade, which he had faluted before 
the people at one of the windows of the Hotel Ne 

, Ville. 
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‘Ville. Every thing which was afterwards done was 
done in hatred of the revolution, and of the taking 
of the Baftille. © 

Paris was the theatre, to which the agents of the 
refpective governments ‘of Europe repaired to con- 
fummate the plans of their hypocrify. Every day 
fome part of their projects was put into execution ;. 
and it is the province of hiftory alone to enumerate, 
under how many mafks traitors of every complexion 
and of every rank have more or lefs deceived the 
credulity of the republicans: to make them the affaf- 
fins of each other was the whole fecret of the coalef- 
ced powers. 

The plan was eee but the paflions were ardent, 
and the intereft of the whole was thwarted by the 
interefts of different parties. The natural impetu- 
ofity of the French promoted the defigns of their 
enemies, and a fort of inconftancy entangled them 
in a contrariety of ideas, and fometimes pufhed 
them ignorantly on to meafures dire@ly oppotite to 
thofe which they.intended. 

~The vanity of the leaders poe. a continued 
-war of oppofition among the people, and the feaffolds © 
were levelled by thofe who had ereéted them; net 
_froma regard to humanity, but by the ardent jed= 
loufy of defpotic power. The republicans have 
 yifen triumphant from amidft thofe piles of carcafles, 
~ whofe mouths, theugh dumb, feem expreffively tc 
murmur, *‘ Whoever has willed the republic, who- 
ever has “fuffered it, has been the victim of calumny 
and murder.” 

‘The i3th of vendeniee which was only the 
repetition of the 31ft of May, was to have witnefled 
the ruin of the republican party. A new miracle 
faved it. The Parifians were never more deceived © 
than on that fatal day, and they cruelly expiated 
their error. The 18th of Fructidor was the triumph 
‘of the republican party. Paris remained calm, and 
' ss the 
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the royaliit cénfpirators were : cta(heds: The Parifix 
ang were‘faved that day from the horrors of a‘¢oun= 
_ter-revolution,” the comequences of which <would - 
have been incalculable. ‘They feem no longer dif- 
pofed to follow the ftandard of {edition ; ; they turn 
their eyes towards thofe brave armies which are, de- 
fending the country, and feel at length, that ‘their 
own pr recinéts do not alone conftitute that country ; 
they give themfelves up to fétes, to pleafure, and» 
the love of the fine arts ;. they have perhaps fuffered 
too much:-to-cherifh the word. republic, but they are 
republicans: without knowing it, and inftingt will 
goad them on, fooner or later, “owards: greatnefs. 
truly : mational ; they will then ruminate ‘at times: 
with complacency on the triumphs of our armiesand- 
the hatred’ of Europe towards. us, “which is: only. a: 
difguifed: paca to fo. many fplendid actions :‘every” 
fentiment will. infenfibly lead them. to forget the: 
words,: king, monarchy; and. grands feigneurs. . 
The tafte for pleafures and enjoyments, which.are 
to be found: only in Paris, will finally extinguith 
that counter- revolutionary ferment which has been fo 
indutftrioufly Kept up by the hoftile powers.”::'Thefe 
foreigners have been hitherto lavith. of their-gold ; 
but the Parifian feels that it would be fo ‘eafy for the: 
government to re-act an 18th of Frudtidor, that they 
will not put themfelves again in the way of making 
the experiment.- The government exhibited itfelf 
on that day with all the pomp of power,. and every 
one exclaimed, ‘‘ Here is the government ! we muft 
at length confels i it; and let it be refpected”” * 
Whatever feems hazardous, though it be not 
really fo, is almott always wife ; the reafon is, that 
there is nothing in the world which has*not: its 
critical moment, and the mafterfhip of pradence: is 
to know and feize that moment. Prudence even 
-commands - at fuch times to confult nothing but 
fortune, ‘Lhe greatett dangers which can prefent 
| a themfelves 
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themfelves haye their charms, provided we have 
fome glimpfe of great advantage in the perfpective 
of fuccefs ; but common dangers prefent nothing but - 
horrors, and the ftruggle is not worth the pain of 
the undertaking. | 
Great political affairs favs a point of maturity, 
-which muft be waited for, and which it is dangerous 
to foreftall; but when this point of maturity dif- 
covers itfelf, he who calculates the confequences 
with too. much {crupulofity is not made for govern- 
ment. Your moft dangerous enemy.in fuch an im- 
portant crifis, is often he whofe alliance would be 
moft ufeful to you. What addrefs is neceffary at 
fuch a moment,. to know how to conquer without his 
afliftance? | 
To do your enemy. lefs evil-than that which he 
feems to fear; tofucceed as much by the faults. of 
an oppofite party, as by the wifdom of your own, is 
the true art of governing ; itis performing in politics 
the wonderful operations of thofe machines in phyfics, - 
which: the people imagine to be the fruit of compli- 
cated : labours, and which ate only the refult of anh 
ingenious but very fimple mechanifm. : 
The government has again fhewn itfelf; ana 
though it difplayed at firft a terrible phyfiognomy, 
has affumed a-wild and complacent afpect, and gain- 
ed univerfal admiration. Would the governors 
arm themfelves with new powers? Let them place’ 
moderation and humanity by their fide ; thefe virtues - 
affect every nian ; for punifhments are made to ame- 
liorate, not’ to. deftroy : what would be rigour at’ 
-other times, feems-only juftice at prefent. _ Dek. 3 
The government has: fhewn itfelf after fo many 
years of anarchy, and. the fage and the politician, the » 
weak and the ignorant, the-friend of his. country 
and the friend. of -his own pleafures,; every one who 
cherithes glory or loves repofe, ‘will repeat with joy, 
from the: ‘bottom of his heart, There is now a go- 
Vober Rees b vernment, 


vétimelit, and to-make ate ofc ‘a common phirafe,. 
“o'T his 18. what we mutt thew to Europe; and- even. 
to France.” | 

~ That perfoii would be endowedwith fingalar pe 
netration who fhould difcover the particular: caufe 
of revolutions’; it is firnply the -ripenefs of things 
and of events. Many moral and metaphyficalelements 
may ° ‘concur, but it is an adtion ’ ee. sire 

which always determines the crifis. © 

» Our republic, agitated, tormented: lacerated 3 inits 
hifanicy by triumviz val, decemviral; ‘arid: diGatorial 
tyrannies, is firmly robutt, fince it has refilted every: 
‘effort of avarchy. I have no apprehenfion for its 
fate but from the injinitefimals, by which Imean that 
‘multitude of little authorities, which,. from ‘being: 
too multiplied, ‘transform regulations: ito :‘auguit 
jaws, and fimple offices of eae into I ea 
ot inquifition. | PRU 

» The republic is furroanded by te teo yimany-n mining 
‘worms’; and, under pretence of eftablithing’ public 
order, the individual freeman is ftung by too: great | 
‘a number of infects. Let us have.general and?ma- 
jeftic laws, and few regulations,’ which grow ‘up 
into laws as difaftrous for public -happinefs as: the 
firft are ufeful! Upon the whole, the word /iderty, 
“ftrongly willed and: pronounced, has alway's rendered 
a people free. ‘Fne French, and efpecially the Pari- 
.fian,. thas only formally to will mdependance and 
~“profperity. Let him do as much for liberty-‘as he 
has done for the counter-revolution ; let: him liften 
no longer to the voice of him. who calls himfelf the 
friend of the people, but of him who is fo in reality. 
"Te would be difficult at prefént'to. determine what 
is the: prevailing opinion. Individual opinion’ has 
oan obftinacy peculiar to itfelf. From the infinite.di- 
“-vifions in fociety, there is no longer any public opi- 
-nion; but the opinion of the leaft numerous, that 
» of fenfibl: men; who fecl the necellity of a ftrong 
government, 
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nant | 'Ehe-p poe ie ee too. to been fas | 
from underftanding each other by the change. inthe 
fignification ~of words. . The -Parifian. is afraid. of 
thesabufe of -words, and. fuffers things to proceed. 
Befides’ almoft.the whole. code of morality having 
been attacked, they wait. till the fyftem of the le- 
giflature be quite perfected ; and the fear of failure, 
and of being worfe. fituated, will concur in doing 
‘good.:: If -a new crifis. takes place, the clafs of good 
‘citizens would be the prey of the wicked ; wife men 
would. be under: the controul of fools ; honeft and 
-enlightened men: would be the dupes of knaves and 
‘blockheads ; and through fuch trials no. one would 
~wifh:to:pafs. We have feen in democracy, public 
Liberty. endangered by popularity; and we fear both 
‘democracy: and. popularity, becaule hey are AGH 
‘near neighbours to ochlecracy. 

. How can it have been imagined that we could : af. 
‘ etna the ftream-of. events ? The more tremendous 
-the-fall- of: the throne has been, the more impoflible 
“itis. to.raife it up. again. The principal hope of the 
sroyalits has been in thofe energumenes, who, with- 
outs talents, prudence, or choice in their meafures, 
have precipitated the car of the revolution inflead 
of condudting it ; and who have taken the reins from, 
more able hands, to place them in thofe of men in- 
‘toxicated or frantic. In.afuming the title of patriots 
par excellence, the royalifts imagined that they aided 
vaio efficacioufly their own fecret views. 
They indeed foon came to a good underft snide 
“dnig, with each other; and it was juitly oblerved, 
that, ‘* the white cockade had fixed itfelf on the 
_ bonnet. rouge.’? This is the reafon why fo many 
crimes were committed in the name of. the revolu- 
- tion, and why fo many witneffes remained paflive 
“pettators. a Secait | | a ett 
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_ As the mud of Paris is a. mud. quite: peculiar, om. 
account of the. heterogeneous parts, which,.form, 
the mixture, fo the populace of.a. great. city, who. 
are. not its natives, arid which flock. from all parts, 
is a populace without:a. name. Qn this. populace. 
the factions. built all their- projects ; and. Danton, 
the. evil genius’ of France,. put it in fermentation.. 
Afesr him, the chief of parties have made. their 
attra ments of this-internal herd, from whence: if- 
uéd the Heberts, the Chaumettes, the. Ronfins,. and. 
he atrocious members of the. rebel commune of 
Paris, Ie was this populace that conftantly fur- 
rounded, he. fcaffolds, and which,. never wearied 
with: the fpectacle, fatigued even. the authors of 
thefe blocdy tragedies, and formed the. horrible 

emmentary .of this phrafe of Montaigne, which 
they fully and dreadfully exemplified, Ie populace 
in. oy couniry rip up carcafes, and plunge their 
ee “aucds Ht blood. to.the elbows. 

But. has wot arHtocracy, it may be retorted, chad: 
alfo its Chouans, its horrible Chouans? It has ;. but. 
the executioners which ariftocracy purchafed were 
the fame which had been already fold to the Ro-. 
befprerrifis. ' Ariftocracy had - reared, its tenfold. 
turies only among this populace, the fcourge of every. 
OVE ernment, and the ferocious infirument of vey 
PAEL Ys. 
~¥imes: of eva licone are . productive | of many 
ereat actions anc few great men. Concurrence of 
talents fhades their fplendor, and there. is no giant © 
ii all thefle great political ‘commotions.._ Every 
thing -is done ia the name of the whole; and thole | 
who.raife -themfelves a little above the. reft are: 
broken ene after the other Hey the impetuous hock 
of ae ents. 

leak men had fail. 4 hat in revolutions qwe muift 
never look behind us. Vhis is a very falfe. maxim. 
Revolutions are carried on and finifhed by. thofe 
7 1 whe 
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who: meafure and compare what has been done, ‘and 
what remains to de; and the moral virtues become 
fo much more neceflary, as all ideas of their exif- 
tence. have been loft, and- injurious denominati-. 
ons, ‘that is to fay, words’ devoid ‘of fenfe, become 
fentences of ‘death, which hover over the heads of 
citizens moft jealous of the liberty and Hanpine’s 
of ‘their country. | 

~The mafs of thofe infignificant phrafes, and ef 
pecially thofe which were the moft unintelligible, 
have been the cement of prifons and fcaffolds. 
Party chiefs have ventured to make ufe' of them 
with fuccefs, which evinces that in an enlightened 
nation the greateft number of individuals are un- 
enlightened, and that private calamities are a mere 
theatrical exhibition to thofe who are mot ne: 
nally affected by them at the moment. _ 

To. paint fuch various contrafis we mutt 

have an hiftorian like Tacitus, or a poet. like 
Shakefpeare. Ifa Tacitus or a Shak{peare appeared 
during my life, I fhould fay to him, “ Form thy 
*¢ own idiom, for’thou haft to defcribe what has 
*¢ never been feen, man touching at the fame tio- 
<¢ ment.the.extremes-of ferocity and of human great- 
“¢nefs. Ifin tracing fo many barbarous fcenes 
thy ftyle 3 is ferocious, it will only be more true, 
-“6 more pi<turefque ; fhake off the yoke of fyntax; 
‘if it be neceflary, that thou mighteft be better 
“ underftood, oblige us to tranflate thee; fhackle 
“us not with the ‘pleafure, but with the pain of 
ce “ reading thee.” 
~ Ido not indeed think that our language can exift 
much longer without throwing off thofe eta 
with which a gratuitous timidity has enthralle 
us; amidft fo matty new and aftonifhing Tbe. 
cles, if the ftyle remained enflaved, they will be 
iranfmitted neither to the admiration nor the -hor- 
ror of pofterity. - But why fhould they not? Has 
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not. ae aode ‘demagosical. multitude, ‘amid 
the revolutionary tempeft,. “already | coined, a: an- 
guage calculated to deceive and feduce the crowd § 2. 
(have heard it bellowed. in: my ears, ‘¢ Let. the 
‘* French perifh, provided liberty... triumph an 
have heard, I folemnly declare, this exclamation 
in a oie of -Paris, “ Yes, I would feize my- 
head by the hair,-I would cut. it off,. and ‘offer- 
ing it to the defpot, would fay to him, Tyrant 
behold. the bead of a freeman ;” This fublime of 
: extravagance was fitted for the mob ; 3 It .was. under- 
flood ; ; it fucceeded; and fhall we not, form a 
language to tranfmit to our remoteft. potterity 
‘thefe incredible moral: and political phenomena, 
which fixed with fo lengthened an aftonifhment our 
‘looks and our underftandings? 

The world has fpoken. very differently of. my 
“Pidure. of Paris. 1 found pleafure in. writing it. ; 
As fought for truth in every thing. . This is all my 
canfwer. ‘Let me be permitted, fince Thave under- 
“gone {fo many unjuft criticifms, and have been the 
fubje&t of fo. much. fatire for having compofed an 
sufeful. and agreeable work ; let me be. permitted to 
_tranfcribe. the judgment of a writer who ‘has. re- 
ceived beth the book and the author into his friend- 
fhip, who has been the tranflator of the work, and 
~awho. has difplayed for me that zeal which encou- 
: rages the writer, and confoles him for. the injuf- 
.tice of his contemporaries. The following - is a 
_tranflation from the German extraG of the Citizen 
Cramer*. I will never blot out praifes, becaufe. 


“* The paffage cited is ina book of: Charles Frederick’ Cianier, 
“entitled, Menfchliches Leben, &e. Vol. pe 163) (on Human: Life) 
‘written-in 1791, a long time before this citizen; ‘then a: profeffor 
“of Greek and Oriental Hiterature at: the Univerfit ty of Kielj.-in 
Holttein, was acquainted with the author of the Picture, or. before / 
he could guefs that che fingulayity of his fortune and his repub- 
| hieanifm 
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my literary. career is. “not ‘finithed, and becaufe 
¥fhall «re- perule them: In’ order. to render. ae 
worthy ‘of ‘the. panegyric. a 

ee d’Alembert, though ‘a iach ais been 
honoured i in: “Germany, amidft the facred wood: of 
‘gratitude’ and friendthip, witha fimple but lafting 
‘monument for the effay entitled, On Men of Letters 


gid “ihe Great,’ I-venture to fay that Mercier, for 


‘the chapter I have juft tranferibed, deferves a 
fimilar | tribute. Do you with to ‘know my opi- 
‘nion with re{pect to his Pi@ure? I will give it to 
you, fhould it even differ from any of yours sf 
‘make ufe of .the aight which my quality of mem- 
ber of your fociety gives me, together with. the 
‘article Ox Monuments, in the code of our laws; 
and fhould there be among us any perfors.’ whofe 
igorous judgment ‘may condemn my’ opinion,: I 
‘Shall fubmit, : though not without keen regret. If 
it fhould happen that in this golden age-we fhould 
‘fee in-a dream the arts and fciences become dearer 
“to kings than fhedding human blood, and that. ‘by 
“chance the dying Alcefte gave more pleafure. In 
“exciting: melancholy fenfations than the exhilarating 
illumination of a fleet blown up’in the air; if.at 
thig “glorious and diftant epocha a. king of Sicilia, 
vanxious for new fubje&ts for operas for the theatre 
“of St. Carlo, at Naples, taken from the-laft operas 
of Sophocles or the poet Accius, fhould fall on the 
idea of employing. fome millions. of fequins of thofe 
_ehormous: fums: which the chace of a fag cofts 
nun 


“Aieanifm would dead him to fix himtelf one day amonglt us at 
Paris. Many allufions to this paleess which he had preceded by - 
thofe chapters i in my Pictare.. Apology for Men of Letters; Belles- 


(Lettres; Thirty H’riters in Franee, and no more, relate to matters 
: previoully. treated of in this. book, which I think it neceflary..to 
-obferve, in. order. that they may not be confidered as pulplaced & or 
“foreign to the fubjedt. Lf uk 
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him in his ftates, to explore thofe’ treafuresiof: ane, 
cient literature which’ fleep' in the-pafted: rouleaus: 
of old parchments, and which form: the: yet unexs; 
amined library of Herculaneum: and. Portici;’ fup- 
pofing that thefe rouleaus ftill exifted;.that. they’ 
were not devoured by the indefatigable: ‘tooth of. 
time, and that their unravelling, invented’ by Ma- 
zochi, was not among the arts that are loft; ifit, 
fhould happen, I fay, that to the unfpeakable. fatis= 
fa@ion of all the profeffors of humanities and :the 
belles-lettres fpread over the furface of the globe, 
we fhould fucceéd in re-eftablifhing the hundred 
and twenty lyric dramas of Sophocles ; that’ we 
found in the fame fearch the hymns .of Alczeus ; 
that we reftored the loft decades of Livy, aid the 
comedies of Menander; that we printed them, and 
that by this kitid of regeneration we reftored them to 
the republic of letters; and that amidft other -vo- 
lumes, of which no erudite in folio de libris Vete- 
rum deperditis, fays a word, we fhould meet, 
for: inftance, with a work of ‘eelve volumes,’ of 
one Mercier, a Latin author, who gave us a def- 
cription of ancient Rome, the queen of: cities, in 
the time of the immortal: Auguftus, and of the,more 
immortal Cicero, Horace, and Virgil, with all its 
“Tocal manners, its temporary habits, its moral in- 
ftitutions, its abfurdities, its vices, its virtues, 
its follies, its cuftoms, &c. a work written in a. 
fpirit of reflective obfervation, infpired by a. warm 
love of the pureft philanthropy, {courging the 
vices of his age, fometimes with cauflic vigour, 
fometimes with delicate addrefs; a work feafoned 
with the graces of wit, unmafking, with the moft 
penetrating glance, a thoufand prejudices with ref- 
pe& to literature, politics, and morals, a work 
written under the fan@ion of the pureft philan- 
thropy; if, Irepeat, we fhould find fuch a work 
among the perifhing treafures of two exhumed 
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cities}: “my: friends, what’ fate, think’ you; | Would 
attend it in Europe,: and from ‘one ee ‘to anio~ 
ual in every part of the world? : 

«© What fate? the moft- fplendid imaginable? 
The trumpet of Fame would echo it for fix monitlis § 
the Villoifins and the Brunks of the earth would 
run, their ‘breafts panting with pleafure, to decy- 
pher the manuicript ; all the Heynes and the Bent- 
leys would be writing commentaries; our Vols * 
would explain it with the obftinate exactitude of 
German erudition: and tranflators, verfed not: only 
in the language of the author, but fill: more in 
their -own, would tranflate it. The Didots, the 
‘Ungerles, Bafkervilles, would printit ; the Stranges, 
the Willes, would enrich it with engravings “in 
mezzotintos or tailledouce, -Wefliould* find-fib: 
feribers without number ; and’in every ‘country you 
would fee editions of every form, printed: not ~on 
black paper, fpotted; or coarfe, but on grand aie 
‘fin, vellum, ‘or -jefus. Thefe-- editions: would’ Be 
‘publifhed: with & pomp fcarcély to bé eéqualléd by the 
catalogue of Oxford, the new Yeftarhent of Wotdé 
or .the: defcription of Turkey by D’Ohffon:"’ rant 
fhort, fuch a ery of admiration, yey, “and aftonifi 
merit; would refound from all parts: of Eurépe;: that 
perhaps. the learned would "forget ‘for “awhile the 
faneuinary. Iliad:’of ‘the ‘finger of Tonia; "and “his 
Odyfley, which: aware with: fo. aman geographical 
errors." ee 

«But now, wher: ‘we ate -in potfeffion’ of this 
ey that the author-is living, that: we’ can fee 
ey whiltt as 18 ‘ead, ao or having 
j 4 ca “the 
: s ae ea. Gérman. poet: thinilatae (tar ee at 
‘the. Hiad;;. the, Odyffey, the. Bucolicks, the Georgicks)' ‘the 
Bineid of Virgil, the, Metamorphofes of Ovid, the Idyls.of, Mo- 
felius, Bion, and” Theocritus, &e. His countrymen, place him 


‘athong the firft critics and literati which’ this fertile couatry has 
“psodticed i in Efelleniits. . 


eon 


tation ‘of. ed para ee: ne tee gee 

A. thoufand. thanks of gratitude. to citizen Cra-. 
mer | ‘But whilft I was writing, and my \ work print. 
ing, the fcene has already changed its appearance, 
and luxury {prings up more brilliant than ever from. 
amidtt its {moking ruins, The culture of the fine 
arts refumes all its luftre, and literature, whatever 
may. be faid to the contrary, has fuffered but a 
tranfitory eclipfe, The theatres have been reftored 
to all their magnificence, and. fafhion is. again what 
is moft. held in idolatry. From all parts of the 
body focial.we fee the newly enriched arife, and 
with them gold and opulence, fo that at. the. firft 
glance we fhould fay that all evils are repaired 5 
but this is. not really ito 
.. As Paris is a city effentially commercial, ‘effen- 
tially induftrious, effentially cooking, — we might 
day, that the’ evil which exifts no longer never ex- 
ifted. A brilliant furface veils complaints and mur- 
murs. Luxury-is like a fpiritgous liquor, which 
intoxicates. the mind, and I know not by. what 
Species of infenfibility we indulge ourfelves in a fort 
of epicurifm which lets things proceed without. car. 
ing for any thing but the prefent moment. 
' "The prefent moment forms already an aftonithing 
“contraft with that. of fervitude, of terror, of the. 
‘cruel dimembeyment of families, of blood, and of | 
tears ! 

If all the diaftrous events are not forgotten amidf 
our fétes and our amufements, they are covered 
with a curtain which we are either afraid to un- 
draw, or which we are rarely folicitous to lift up. 

May the plas Paris meet an the fame fuccefs 
as the Old PiGure of Paris!» But the: cae 
cae et alas 


i 
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alas Ware widely different, fince the model and ‘the, 
painter have been ftruck by time and by circum- 
ftances the moft tempeftuous. In fpite, however, 
of their fatal influence, both on the author and the 
book, there is one fentiment which confoles him, 
which” will reward him for the unjuft criticifms ' 
which“ he has undergone, and is yet perhaps fated 
to ‘undergo, and which promifes his writings, not 
an immortality, for which he is not anxious, but 
the efteem of the good, for which he is much more 
folicitous ; this is the fentiment of having been; 
from the firft inftant of his literary career, the he- 
ral; the friend, and the fellow- workman of the 
‘great regeneration undertaken for the public happi- 
nefs, which already he fees realized in France, in 
‘Holland, in Switzerland, in Italy! and of having 
been at the fame time the adverfary of thofe who 
have fullied the revolution with crimes for their 
own advantage, and through motives of fordid in- 
_tereft. No; the labours, the courage, the -con- 
ftancy of the French, their calamities, will not be 
‘forgotten | or loft. “Pofterity will reap the advantage 
‘of our fufferings. It is this fentiment which, from 
‘the firft ‘line of his dream, if it has ever been i. to 
the laft line of his New Paris, has fupported, en- 
“couraged, and fuftained the author, and which 
led him ‘not to quit his pen even amidft the night 
of dungeons ; which, in fine, ‘dictates to him’an. 
epitaph, which he engraves beforehand on his tomb, 
_and which he wifhes may be applicable to all his 
contemporaries : - 


“Hommes de tout pays, enviez mon dettin ; 
Neé fujet, je fais mort libre, ‘et'republicain ! 


LO: Lay nie Pan 8. 
-{ a December, 1799.) 
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CHAP. I. 


PRELIMINARY VIEWS. 


Y HEREVER i turi my fteps i in Paris, every 7 thing res 
ealls to my remembrance what is no more. I did well to 
-_frace my. former picture 1 in twelve volumes; if it was not 
done, the rhodel is fo effaced, thar it réefembles a faded 
portrait ftored in the gatret of fome great grandfather, dead 
at the hofpital: No man before me had thought of drawing 
the picture of this immenfe city, and of painting its mane 
ners arid its cuftoms in the molt minute detail; but what a 
change! A Greek poet has faid two thoufand’ yéars fince; 
s When difcord reigns in the city the wicked man holds 
the place of authority ;” and when it is not. the moft wicked, 
alas | it is the moft foolifh. ‘Thirty or forty wretches, fill 
more weak than wicked, have demolifhed every thing’ great 
and facred which genius and courage had formed ; ‘and thefe 
thirty or forty wretches were the mountain chiefs, as I fhall 
fhew in the courfe of this work. Divine and human juftice | 
has overtaken and punifhed them by the hands of each other, 
but we mutt be careful not to confound their abominable 
maxims with thofe of the Revolution. If we are carelefs 
in diftinguifhing epochas, times, and places; we fhall not 
fail to confound the a€tors; arid this is the reafon why it. 
will perhaps be impoflible to form a right judgment of this 
memorable Revolution, which has had fo many diifereng 
hafes. 
Vou. Fe BO We 
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“We may fay of new Paris what Strabo faid of Greece f 
it is in all its points a fingular and tragical country. How 
ean fo many facts and: events be defcribed! I will relate 
what I have feen. .Borne up on every ftormy wave, lofing” 
no gale of wind, my eye has diftinguithed amidft the lor 
fome particular incidents. No; all the tempeftuous winds 
Jet loofe from beneath the {ceptre of Holus, ftruggling 
with each other, and’ covering with ruin the places over 
whieh they fweep,. ate but an imperfe& and faithlefs image 
of thofe conflicts of the human paflions in whieh philofo- 
phers have been hurled headlong to perdition; whilft every 
thing moft vilé and contemptiole, with refpect both to flyle 
and matter, dictated impure laws tothe mob, the populace 
of the nation, who have adopted them as the decrees of 
heaven ! 

Tremendous chaos,. fornied by the writers of the Revolu- 
tion, enormous mafs of periodical papers, pamphlets and 
books, ob{cure and voluminous magazines of contradi clory 
fpeeches, delige’of inveCives and farcafms, cenfufed heap ir 
witich calumny itfelf has been ftifted, terrible charge of the 
matt ob{timate ‘and bl oody contentions, ceafe to overwhelm 
my fpirits ! thou wouldft make hiftory fhrink back even toa 
Tacitus. I will not unfold, I will aot confdlt thee; I wilk 
read no more; I will give sical to none but myfelf ; what 
can iffue from a curve in which the frothy waves are yet 
foaming 

Is it for us, the fport or the vi€tims of the opinions. which 
have pafléd over our heads ? Is it for us toinftrud the pre~ 
fent, and labour for future (generations The hiftorian will, 
come, who witle new documents, with perfect knowledge; 
of ‘the hoftile and perfidious arts: of foreign cabinets, will 
gelate how far wicked and even honeft men have been obe-: 
dient puppets, unconfcious of the wires that- gave them: 
motion. ‘Che infernal policy of the foreign enemies of free-~ 
dom has mingled fo much artifice in its fuggeftions, has fo 

wellknown how to take advantage of the ideas and paflions 
of every man, that the pureft and moft upright have for a. 
jong time fought where to find truth and juftice, and piere- 
ing even threngh the veil of falfehood, have ftill found 
themfelves perplexed 3 in the labyrinth of. seeriial illufions.” 

In revolutions, we become better acquainted with men 
in fix months than we fhould be in twenty years of ordinary 

: life. 
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life. Then i is thé feafon when thofe great and little interefts, 
which we ufually conceal with fo much care, difcover them= 
felves to open day. This is the moment alfo when every 
man places himfelf without the aid of a matter of ceremonies; 
and that every man finds his own ftandard, even amidft the 
calumnies and libels with which he is blackened, in propor- 
tion as he rifes above his neighbour; but it is not fo ealy 

to form a judgment on popular effervefcerices : they may 
take place from ordinary or accidental caufes as well as be 
excited by different fa€tions. 

Paris is a fingular city, whete we find perfohages of 
whateve? kind and complexion we would with. In lefs than 
twenty-four hours a familiar.of the old police would colle 
together three hundred individuals, whom he would place 
around an edifice, and order to vociferate in fuch_or fuch a 
tone. We. know that in the time of the league, the Cardinal 
de Retz and the other chiefs, engaged people to fire blunder- 
buffes at their carriages, in order to have a pretence for 
animating their followers againft the Queen and the Cardi- 
nal. In ane fame manner, the court anxiobs to know if 
they could depend on the regiment of French guards, caufed 
the manufacture of Reveillon to be pill aged, to furnith 
them witha a plaufible reafon for fending in troops. | The 
regiment of guards fred on the plunderers, and killed them; 
this was a fort of rehearfal of the bloody tragedy which they 

ere deftined to act fome cays after; but the codrt fell into 
helt own fnarés3 the blood which they had fhed made the 

—foldiers reflect; they were informed that: they had been 
carefled, debauched; they trembled at what they had done, 

. arid fhuddéred at the idea of having killed theiy fellow citi- 
zens. One of them who was tampered with in order to 
detach him ftom the-court party, heard the propofitions 
made him in a fort of reverie, and plungedin deep medita+ 

tion; when afked if he would determine; he anfwered, 

‘* Not yet; Iam confulting the ghoft a deeae Biron!” 
The furious Charles the Ninth fired himfelf on the unf fora 

turate victims that were flying, and uri ag thofe days of 

bleed, walked through the city, accompanied by his court, 
dwelt with delight on the traces: of the maffacre printed 
on all the walls, and went to the gallows to fee the body 
ef the admiral. Almighty God ' under the power of 
what Princes doft thou fometimes place the greateft empires ! 
| ‘The nearelt connections of Lewis the Sixt teenth made the 
a BB. tour 
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tour of the metropolis to infpea the plan of the fiege, th 
places where the troops fhould enter, and rubbed ‘heir 
hands with joy. Perfidious monfters! if they could have 
eftablithed an univerfal famine of money and’provifions, they- 
would have dene it with delight. But their murderous plans, 
the great confpiracy which every day increafed, gave thé 
commune of Paris that irrefiftible energy which decided the 
Revolution. 
_ Nothing is more real, nothing better proved, or more 
ceertain, than the confpiracy of the court, and reckoning from 
that day, there can beno peace between royalifts and repub- | 
Jicans; and though the number of republicans fhould be ~ 
more circumf{cribed. than ever, republics would not be lefts, 
the conquerors: 


CHAP. IL. 


EXPLOSION. 


Tr is Paris which has’ made the Revolution, and Paris’ 
Which has {poiled it; I fhall confider it under this double 
point of view. 

Of all Revolutions ours has been the moft jut, the mof 
egitimate, the moft imperioufly commanded by circumftan- 
ces. We muit have deftroyed the court of Verfailles, or 
have been deftroyed by it ourfelves. 

The Revolution was, made, becaufe it ought to have 
‘been made, becaufe the capital was threatened “by: the fatel- 
lites of the court, ‘The population of this great city per-— 
formed a re-ation, and it was high time; it was the ftroke | 
of the whale’s tail which overfet the harpooner’s fkiff. | 

Paris was about to be delivered up to all the horrors of a’ 
city taken by ftorm ; ail was treafon and perfidy on the fide 
‘of the court; and the States- General were affembled only to: 
re-eftablith the finances, to pay the debts which the court‘ 

had contracted, and to open the next day a new account: 
- WM. Necker was made the tool; and the minitter, though’ 
placed very near the confpiracy, did not fufpeét the explo- 
fion. . 
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‘Te would not indeed have taken place, if the court had 
mot meditated and prepared the moft fanguinary and ferocious 
wprojects.. The determination taken on the rith of july 
faved us. The court had not admitted into its calculation, 
‘that all the monied men and creditors of the kingdom, placed 
‘their fole confidence in M. Necker, who, 1 in comparifon.with 
‘Calonne, the public defpoiler, was in poflefhon of the pub- 
lic efteem. The capitalifts trembled for their coffers, and 
, the Rue Vivienne paid a part of the regiment of the French 


guards. Apprehenfions, which «were well founded, fpread. 


everywhere; every man was armed in an inftant, ‘becaufe 
“every man was afraid ; while the troops of the court, who 
-came to exterminate, were flow in their march. The prince 
of Lambefc had condefcended on the eve to give warning to 
the Parifians, by itriking an old man in the Tuilleries with hig 
fabre. That good patriot the prince, has a claim to all our 
‘gratitude. Alucky cannon ball broke the chain which held-the 
-draw-bridge of the Baftille, and it was this cannon ball which 
‘overthrew the monarch and the monarchy. I fmile with 
pity when I.fee a mpltitude of writers ftriving to afhgn the 
caufes of the Revolution, hunting for its authors, ignorant 
meanwhile, :that, in political events, it is one day which 
“produces anothers that.each.day is.or may become the da: 
of a new revolutien, as,in an earthquake, each fhock has an 
horizontal, or-vertical, .or diagonal, and often oppofite: di- 
rection. An engagement had taken place between the court 
and the people of Paris, but from that point to what has 
_fince refulted, there has been.a feries of events, all of which, 
or .each, if I may ufe the expreffion, form a particular 
revolution. 

The rage of fpeaking, and the itch of writing, have.engen- 
_ dered a crowd.of pamphlets, in which Marat and.Robefpierre, 
though decided revolutionifts, are no mare like..each other 
than “Mallet du Pan and Rivarol, in their counter sevolus 
tionary projects. 

Paper fuffers itfelf to us ftained. We may. day he 
led to think, that all that has been written is on! ya ‘fepul- 
chral romance; but the mobility, the fingularity, the. terri- 
ble, and the comic of events, all prove that they are the 
offspring of each other, that they have had the fame commen 
_ origin, the fame compafs, the fame dire€tion ; that they 
have been unforefeen and fudden,. confounding the moft 
'dagacioug and moft attentive obferver. ‘The leayen which has 

4 raifed 
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raifed this immenfe mafs of pafte, is of a kind hitherté 
unknown ;-the eternal lamentations of fome prove that they 
forefaw. neither thé evening nor the next day ;.and the decla- 
mations of others difcover their i ignorance, infomuch as they 
had never feen the complication ‘of events. 

It is therefore impoflible to determine the caufes of this 
political phenomenon, This great. yolcano might yet have 
flept a long time; it threw out its flames, was extinguithed, 
and has been lighted again. Writers have wifhed that its lava 
fhould run down on one fide rather than another; the lava 

has fwevt awav both the writer and his ven! 


-CHAP. Ill. 
oe MISTAKE. 


as mm old government was ‘defpotic and desatiag, and we 
have overthrown it by an effort of generous enthufiafm ; but 
we have confounded what was right to deftroy, with what 
was neceflary to preferve 5. what was intimately connected 
with defpotiim, with what might have allied itfelf with eve- 
yy form of government, The project was to form an entire 
new race of men, and we have been transformed into 
favages.. In our rage for creating and deftroying, of explo- 
ding received ideas, we have never known on what founda- 
tions to reft. In profcribing fuperftition, we have annihi- 
jated religious fentiments ; ; but this was not the mode to 
régenerate the world.  Amidft this diforder, this moral 
anarchy, let us endeavour to feize a thread to guide us. ‘The 
end of thefe terrible innovators was to fubftitute the love 
of our country in place of every other affeQion. The love 
of our country oug ht undoubtedly to be the bafis of repub- 
Jican virtue 3 but in order to feel this affeCtion, we muft find 
happinefs in our country. This attachment, which ought 
to warm the republican, is not merely that inftingt which 
binds man to the glebe where he was born, which endears 
him to the tree that fhades the cottage where his cradle was 
tocked ; the republican embraces in his affe@tion all who, 
furround 
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\ furround him; all his fellow-citizens are dear to him, he is 
connected with them ail by a kind of pastione confan- 
guinity. 

‘In this new order ‘of things, we could not confcientioufly 
embrace and cherifh the French nobility. his clafs was 
in fome fort a proud caft, like the bonzes, the gymnofophitts 
‘of India, more anxious to feparate themfelves from the 

jeommunity than to be ufeful. The nobility ought to have 
feen, that the world is condemned to perpetual convulfions. 
‘Empires fall into ruins, nations difappear. Barbarians 
Jffue from their forefts, fubjugate countries enervated by 
“‘fuxury, the arts and enjoyments. Errors, follies, and vio- 
lence, compofe in every age and in every country the hifto- 
ay of mankind. In hearing all the lamentable cries which 
have been uttered again{t the Revolution, one might fup- 
pofe that the Parifian had never read hiftory; finice he feemed 
to imagine himfelt a privileged being, for ever exemipted from 
thofe ancient calamities which were only deftined to figure 
on paper; in the fame magner as when, in full health, we 
read books on medicine, and.are aftonifhed, afli€ted, and 
groan at the difeafe which attacks us, as if all were 
fubje& to feel it but ourfelves. The child, who ftrikes 
the table againft which he has hurt himfelf, is but a fee- 
ble image of Parifian puerility accufing all nature, all 
mankind, all events, for the political evils of which this. 
city was ‘the centre. The Parifian had ro forefight of what 
‘thas happened, and believed that it was an unexpeCted fcourge, 
created, arranged, and prepared folely againft himfelf, and 
the language of his complaint was fo extzayagant, that it 
became at times humorous and comic, being an incredible 
mixture of every thing new een wit and folly could collec. 
together. 

Ancient,and medern hiftory was carefully {crutinized, and 
every thing which bore the flighteft refemblance to the events 

of the day was feized on.as prediGtion and prophecy. iEvery, 
book that bore the title of revolution was bought up. 
and carried away 3 editioks which rotted in the warehoufes 
of the. bookfellers faw the light, and no voice of the pur- 
chafers was heard by the fhopkeepers but this: «* Give me the, 
hiftory of a Revolution !” Books which had been forgotten 
or defpifed for an hundred and fifty years, were now fought 
for, and obtained the honours of a binding i in a library. oe 
ales, we were always! hearing thefe wares s: £© Give me. the. 
: Roman. 
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Roman Revolutions, the Revolutions of Sweden, of Italy 37? 
- and bookfellers, in order to fell their old books, printed falfe 
titles, and took the purchafe on the credit merely of the label. 
All thefe ftudies did not give a grain more of patience either 
to the noble or the roturier; they pretended, that they ought 
to have been inacceflible , to thofe ftrokes of fortune, and 
* Joaded with imprecations every one who had not known 
how to forefee or hinder the lofs of their privileges. Abbé 
Maury, their advocate, who by his imprudent < and exceflive 
confidence i in a vain affemblagé of words, had done. them 
more harm than good, was enveloped in the difgr ace of 
their reprobation ; : they interefted themfelves neither for him 
or. his brother, who perifhed on the fcaffold. Every thing 
fimilar or curious of the declamatory kind, either for vehe- 
mence or extravagance, pafied in converfations and in 
pamphlets, and rufhed on a noify cataract of ufelefs phrafes, 
‘The voice of Mallet du Pan’ mingled itfelf wifely with 
that of Duroai'+ and Barruel Beauvert; and the whole of 
-this inflated, continuous, monotonous tribe fell into the 
abyfs of forgetfulnefs aed derifion. 

‘This arofe from placing almoft the whole of the aCtors 
in the Revolution on the fame line, from not knowing how 
- to diftinguith between Condorcet and Marat, Briffot ard. 
Robefpierre. It is from this fpecieés of ignorance that the 
tribe of fhamelefs journalifts have met with all the contempt 
which they deferved; by denying the virtue of faithful re- 
prefentatives, the Gerecibus Montagnard was emboldened ; 
and a man below even mediocrity in talents, as well as pa- 
‘triotic virtues and perfonal qualities, a man without energy 
or difcernment, that dwarf called Robefpierre, dazzled the 
— gueux and the fans culottes, while the grofs invectives pour- 
‘ed out on the party of the Gironde, that animofity towards 
men who were irreproachable, thefe abfurd denominations, 
Men of the marfhes changed into toads, created Collots d’Her- 
bois, Ca arriers, Lebons, and others of the fame defcription ; 5 
the enemies of the Revolution imagined they had gain- 
ed every thing : in loading the Briffotins, the Girondins, the 
‘Rolandifts with infults; and thus the party of the Moun- 
tain raifed the fcaffolds, becaufe the National Convention, 
| oppreffed and degraded for two years could not refume its 


 -f Guillotined the 25th of Auguft. He faid that the happieft day ofa 
Roy alift was to die on the day of “the fete of St, Louis. 


refpe€tability. 
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refpectability till it had been horribly mutilated. The Pari- 
fians have paid dear for the contempt which they ventured to. 
manifett towards upright and virtuous men ; the whole na- 
tion was deceived by Paris, and by all thofe infamous pam- 
phlets which were applauded and circulated by the Parifians. 
. "The Mountain party, which at that time was far from fub- 
jugating or deceiving the whole of France, took an afcen- 
‘dancy, becaufe fuch of the reprefentatives as were enlight- 
ened, moderate, and philofophical men, had been the vic- 
tims of the moft deplorable errors. Ifthe people had had 
the gocd fenfe to adhere to thofe deputies who joined firm- 
nefs to prudence, and courage to wifdom, who, pene- 
trated with the facrednefs of their duty, had united to over- 
‘throw the double faCtion, they would not have opened fo wide 
a field to ‘the Anarchitts, the Terrorifts, and.the drinkers 
of blood, nor would they have been fo punifhed for nee 
dong and invincible blindnefs. But whenever the plan wa 
--propofed to march againft the National Convention, fey 
were always ready ; ; and after the fpread of all thefe virulent 
writings, which robbed every reprefentative of the people 
of his merit or his virtue, it became the mode to run down 
the deputies, and menace them. I folemnly declare, that 
the aflafination of a reprefentative was looked ‘upon as an 
amufement, that both the tongue and the pen were conti- 
" nually employed as deitructive weapons againft them, and 
at no epocha, and amongft no people, was there ever con- 
ceived an opinion more erroneous, more unfortunate, more 
 deftructive of that fie which ought to bind the national yepre- 
fentation to the-city which it inhabits. This is the origin of 
all our bloodthed : by loading with iifults every man whe 
was honeft or courageous, no man had a right to the public 
“ efteem; the mo virtuous became the moft feeble, and 
villains and plunderers feized the reing of authority. It is 
"you, Parifians, who willed thefe outrages! Read your owa 
_gndictment, and then fit in judgment on yourtelyes | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Cee OF THE MONARCH. 


Ir might be faid that, in 1783, there were five or fix 
kings in rine. The Queen wasa king, the grofs Monfieur 
was a king: all difputed the authority of the king in the 
nomination to charges, to places, to employments, to bene- 
fices, to falaries. Thefe perfons embarraffed themfelves 
very little about king or kingfthip, as we may eafily judge 
by their condu€, their proceedings, and, above all, by their 
converfation. Louis the XVith was the ‘perpetual ‘obje of 
their raillery and contempt. Sarcafms, lies, aad calumny 
were the arms which they wielded, with an addrefs that was 
peculiar to themfelves ; and they may certainly boaft, that 
under no reign the talent of epigram was ever carried to. fo 
high a pitch of perfedtion as againft the perfon of the prince, 
When the idol was completely degraded, this group of pri- 
vileged perfonages, very foolith, very knavifh, arid for the 
molt part very arrogant, imagined, or were defirous of making 
it believed, that all the powers of Europe ought to arm them- 
felves to.defend their places, their charges, their benefices, 
_ their penfions, and all their noble gratifications, and they 

were aftonifhed when they found that France would no 
longer be their dupe. 

The poor Monfieur had put himfelf at the head of a band 
which were a ribband, I forget what; and every man who 
was not of this band was to be regarded as the greateft fcoun- 
drel in the univerfe. This clafs of high nobility treated the 
king with avowed contempt, aad entertained ferions ideas 
of reftoring the eld feudal government. Louis the XVIth 
was advifed of this, which ‘determined him to lean towards 

the popular party, and afflemble the States- General. Wer 
wete then fo entangled, that friends and enemies of the Re- 
volution all found themfelves unable to draw back a fingle 
fiep without the greateft danger. | 

Thefe confequential nobles “had each their circle of autho- 
rity : they have fince been called Ariflocrats. ‘They were every 
where in open war both againft the people, and againft the fo- 
yereign, whom they delpif cd, whom they tormented, and 
| whom 
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’ whom they menaced,.when every thing did not go. accordiag 
to their mind. They had even plotted to carry off the king, 
and make him prifoner, and they were anxicus to have 
‘him confidered as fuch. At length, when the decrees of 
the National Affembly reflored to the king the whole of his 
authority, they publifhed in their libels, that his authority 
was degraded and deftroyed., ‘hefe fhamelefs Ariftocrats 
had no other king, no other country, than their own intereft, 
their pride and their vanity. | 

The great fault of the National Affembly was that of at-_ 
tempting to conciliate things, which by their own nature 
were irreconcilable. The crown and the plough were the 
‘greateft gainers by the French conftitution. The Ariftocrats 
in their fury became the official defenders of all crowns, and 
were anxious to render them refponfible for the general in- 
furreCtion of France, whilft it is well known that the French 
had no perfonal objection whatever againft the king. 

The enemies of the republic never complained of the in- 
difcipline of the troops of the line until they had been dif 
appointed i in employing them for their own defigns, and ia 
iy a civil war from one end of the kingdom to the 
of CE 


CHAP. V__ 


THE CARDINAL DE LOMBRIE. 


‘Tus Archbifhop, who was held forth as a fort of gene- 
ral deliverer, took poffeffion of the feene. As a reward for 
his promifes, it was thought fit to decorate him with the 
title of firft minifter. The whole of his adminiftration was 
employed i in ruining his owr reputation, and in recompenf- 
ing his ufelefinefs “with all the great abbeys on which he 
could feize. ~ 
- He was defirous of fixing the flamp duties. according to 
his own plan, but not knowing how to gain over the Par- 
liament, who refufed to enregifter it, he difplayed all the 
yefources of his genius in ordering the courts of juftice to be 

. befieged 
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befieged by the French and Swifs guards. A Member of the 


Parliament was carried off from the chamber of his peers. 
‘'The Revolution would perhaps have taken place on that day, 
but the Parifians embarrafled themfelves very little about 
the Parliament; they rofe, as T thall prove hereafter, only 
becaufe at the moment of the impudent and ab{urd manceu- 
-vre of the 11th and 12th of July, fome trembled for their 
money, and others for their lives. I was one.of the latter 
‘defcription, and I own that I thought of nothing but my 
perfonal defence againft the troops of the court. If 
Verlailles had not menaced Paris.n the moft openly hoftile 
manner, ‘Paris would have remained perfedly tranquil. 
But when every one took arms, even poets and au- 
thors, on account of the ftrange capers of the. Prince of 
-Lambefc, whom I thall ever call a good patriot, and which 
filled up the meafure of general apprehenfion, there was but 
one cry, which refounded from every quarter, and’this was 
the cry of vengeance. 

I am therefore founded in faying, that we do wrong in 
looking at diftant facts for the caufes of the Revolution. 
It was the fight of cannon, and of all the apparatus of war: 

‘it was the ftroke of a fabre on the bald head of an old man : 
it was the lucky impertinence of the prince who penetrated 
anto the Tuilleries ona Sanday, and violated the facred- 
nefs of the garden at the head of a troop of horfe, which 
a€ted like a fignal of defpair, and eleGtrified every head to 
fucha point, that the commotion which followed aftonifhed 
even thofe who excited it. An infurrection like this was 
neither combined nor organized: it might have taken place 
amidft the moft peaceable people. The Parifians never 
thought of deftroying Verfailles: it was Verfailles which 
foxced Paris to deftroy it. - _ 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 
' SIEGE OF THE COURTS OF JUSTICE. 


How glorious were the! firft days of the Revolution f 
D’ Artois and Condé had taken their flight. They had tilt 
then marched with fronts erect, and ope) protected the 
con{piracy againft the fafety of the people of Paris. the 
projected maflacre did not {ucceed according to their wifhes,” 
it was not their fault; they did all they could towards its 
fuccefs, and the. National Aflembly had nearly been. blown: . 

-up at Verfailles. ‘Thefe princes took their flight whenever 
they faw two heads ftuck on pikes; and Condé, who: had 
taken refuge at Chantilly, having enquired if the burghers 
had engaged in the affair, and being anfwered in the afhr- 
mative, decamped acrofs the country without following any 
road. ‘Che princes and nobles could {carcely find legs enough 
to efcape the lantern: they abandoned the king as foldiers 
in a rout, crying ‘aloud, “ Phe devil take the hindmoft !”. 

The courtier, the eounicl. the clergy, and the parliament, 
had formed fo ftrong a league againit ‘Lurgot, that they 
forced the king to difmifs him ; ; and on the day of this mi- 
nifter’s difgrace, the king, in croffing the gallery, was ap- 
plauded with enthufiafm: this was the fineft eulogium that 
ever was beftowed on Turgot. It feemed as if a troop of | 
malefa€tors had affembled together to rejoice at the break-- 
ing up of the Marechaufée. ‘This joy appeared fo indecent 
to the ambaffador of Naples, that he could not help faying 
to his neighbour, “ I think I fee a great feigneur difmiifing 
6¢ an honett man, his fteward 3; and his infolent valets, feem 
“ to rejoice in prefence of their mafter, becaufe this honeft . 
© fteward kept them in order.” Thefe men werealfothecaufe 
of the difmiffion of the Malefherbes, and the Neckers; and 
it was under the adminiftration of the latter that the fove- 
reignty of the princes began to take the afcendancy, which 
ruined them. ‘“[heir plans were directed by an affociation 
of fubaltern intriguers, who were called in the modern ftyle 
jajeurs. Two agents of this fpecies, who do not merit the 
honour of being named, were detached to work: up, as they 
called it, the direCtor. general ; ; they were countenanced by 
the old men of Pont{chartrain, and by the charges and places 

which 
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which they held under the princes. The direChorsgeneral 
contented himfelf at firft with keeping them at bay by a pure 
con{cience and profound contempt; but worn out by intrigues 
and oppofition, he determined to withdraw. He might 
have faid to them at leaving Marli, “ You will not fuffer me 
** to reform you: I forefee that in lefs than ten years you 
*¢ will all perith’? The retreat of the Director-General 
was the epoch of their ruin. Upon the whole, we ought 
not to reproach them with this wrong; they have been “fee 
_ verely punithed, and France has reaped an abundant har 
veit from their- folly. 

They ordered the courts of juttice to be cere’ becatife 
they had a profound contempt } for the long robe, and yet the 
greateft part of the officers of the guards had their relations 
or friends in the parliament ; but every thing confpired to 
blind thofe nobles, tnafmuch as they imagined that the king 

was only the ee inter paves 5 they have told me fo them- 
felves, and after this fine reafoning they confidered him 
merely as their cafh- keeper, or their treafurer. Jt was un- 
der this pone of view that fonie blamed and others approv- 
ed the holding of the States-General ; fome fearing that 
they thould no ionger have the means ae pillaging the royal 
coffer; others flattering themfelves that it would be the way 
to replenifhit. Their fhort-fighted views, and their infos 
rae were of fervice to the nation, who'came on them by 
furprize in this {tate of difunion, and crufhed them. 

‘Thofe who were not of the high nobility, remembered 
"what paffed inthe States in re A deputy of the nobis: 
licy of the Upper Limofin itrack the lieutenant of Uzarche, 
a deputy of the tiers-etat of the Lower Limofin. ‘The faid 
chamber made their complaints to the king, who laid the 
affair before the parliament 5 ; and as all the officers looked 
on tnemfelves as interefted in this infult, the Parliament 
condemned this nobleman to be beheaded, which, as he 
had efcaped, was executed in effigy. And, as if in the 
face of the States each one amufed himfelf in playing the im- 
pertinent, and manifefting an open contempt of the laws, 
Rochefort dealt feveral blows to Maflillac, under pretence 
that he had flandered M. le Prince, and fpoken irreverently 
of the Queen, declaring feveral particulars of his defigns 
againft her. Geran, and nay oS offered the Queen to 
cane M. Rochefort, but M. de Buillon difluaded him, and 

undertook to follow up the aflair on the part of the Queen. 
Notwith« 
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Notwithfanding all that the Prince did, M. ‘de. Buillon, 
who profecuted the affair for the Queen, was himfeli arreft- 
ed. It is tobe remarked, that the Prince had eae his 
defence to the parliament, in which he owned the violence 
committed by Rochetort, pretending that princes of the 
blood might commit fuch violences .with impunity; but 
having afterwards received notice that it was very probable 
that his own confeflion would commit the perfonal fafety of 
Rochefort, and that the parliament would proceed againft 
him in confequence, it being true that princes of the blood 
could ufe no fuch violence without being lable to juftice, 
he withdrew his defence. A yea fort of defence, which 
ftated the right of princes of the blood to cane people of 
quality ! 

After the fittings, thofe perfons aid: 2s they had done 
when the prince and his party deranged the convocation of 
the States. ‘They had hoped to lay a {nare for the Queen, 
and to excite fuch difficulties and divifions as would fet the 
kingdom in aflame; but when they faw that they were alt 
confpiring for the good of the flate, they then turned 
towards the parliament, and tried to produce the effet which 
they had not been able to do with the ftates. They fowed 
jealoufy in this body againit the government, perfuading 
them that they were ‘defpifed, and that they had not the 
fhare which they ought to have in the great affairs which 
were then in agitation. ‘They promifed to aid them in fup- 
porting their authority. hofe reprefentations made to 
perfons who had already a fufficiently good opinion of them- 
felves, fo influenced the parliament, thatthey aflembled alk 
the chambers on the 24th of March, four days after the 
deputies of the States had been difmifled. It was decreed, 
that by the good pleafure of the king, the princes, dukes, 
peers, and officers of the crown fhould be invited to meet in 
the faid court, to advife refpecting the propofitions which 
fhould be made for the fervice of the king, the alleviation of 
his fubjects, and the good of his flate.' 

‘This decree of the parliament. was immediate!y broken 
by: a decree of the council: the king fent for the prefidents, 
and reprimanded them very feverely;, telling them, that it was 
their duty, as his firft peu to employ the authority 
which they held from him the king, to help him to fupport, 
inftead of degrading it in his prefence, and that he forbad 
them any further deliberations on this fubject. 
= | Taey 
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They were not of the fame opinion, but refolved the 
next day that the parliament had at all times took part in the, 
affairs of the ftate, and that kings were even accuflomed to 
fend them treaties of peace, and afk their advice concerning. 
them. 

In thott, ies four or five decrees rendered and broken, 
there the affair refted; the obftinacy of the Parliament bore 
down the will of the king. 

Is not this, with fome trifling difference, the hiftory of 
4788 and 1789? ° ,° 


CHAP, VIIe 


CAISSE D°’ESCOMPTE: 


Tux Caiffe D’Efcompte has a right to claim its place 
amongft the principal caufes which have produced the Revo-~ 
lution. Verfailles never would have been able, or have even 
ventured to abandon itfelf to thofe wild and extravagant 
{cenes of diflipation which made fo great noife throughout 
Europe, had it not found fo much facility in making loans, 
which facility would not have offered itfelf without the 
affiftance of the Caiffe D’E{compte. | 

This bank engendered that mongrel breed ae ftock- fobs 
bers, princes, courtiers, magiflrates, military men, financiers, 
notaries, and factors: The immenfe quantity of fiGtitious 
money which was thrown into the capital made thofe im- 
prudent and unreflecting youths who furrounded the throne, 
‘imagine, that they were placed at the head of a nation 
which was inexhauftible, and for ever at their orders. They 
dreamt, that they had nothing to do but to enjoy life, thinking 
themfelves abfolute mafters, and above every kind of con- 
troul, and prefumed that they might even throw afide their 
cumbrous dignity, that magical virtue of courts. The 
Queen began with overturning all thofe old eftablifhed eere- 
monies which ftood in the way of her taftes and her pleafures, 
without confidering that eager was the palladium, of. the 
houte. 

‘The retreat or ailptaee a the Maltherbes, the Diriiats, 
and the Neckers, fidicated to the nation that it would be 


more eafy io deftroy Verfailles than to amend it. 
There 


~“ 
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‘There was not acorner of the French dominions which 
’ Cas not fullied with the fcandalous debauchkries of thofe .. 
“who were called the young Sezgneurs ; and as to their repu- 
tation, they had themifelves taken fo much liberty with it, 
that calumny had nothing to add on that head. 


CHAP. VIIi. 


THE FOUR WHIRLWINDS. 


One of the great errors confecrated by irrefleCtion, and 

by the ufual afcendancy of words over things, is that of 
having confidered France as one of the moft ancient monars 
chies of the world. _ France has been conftantly governed by 
the moft ancient, the moft dexterous, and moft enter 
prifing ariftccracy that ever exifted. 
- The great, the high clergy, and the magiftrature being the 
whole, and the nation being nothing, the nobility divided 
the nation into three claffes, that of high ferfs, rich ferfs, | 
and poor ferfs. |” 

We are aftonifhed at what is pafling at prefent, but the 
folly and duration of the old regime is a thing ftill more af- 
tonifhing. We fhould marry the pen of Juvenal to that of 
Moliere, if we wifhed to prefent in all its odious and ridi- 
culous colours the arrogance of the great. It was fuch, 
that France ought to have a thoufand years of conftitution 
and of liberty to wath itfelf from the fhame of having been 
fo long oppreffed and infulted by fuch men. 

Yes, what ought to excite moft altonifhment in him who 
is acquainted with the hiftory of France is, that this Revo- 
lution which has changed the face of France, and which 
occupies all Europe, fhould_ have’ been made at a moment 
“when ariftocracy feemed to. have carried its fyftem of: oo 
lence to the higheft perfection. 

The Encyclopedifts and the sconomifts held a number of 
opinions which called for great reforms; but if the nobility 
had not been divided, if the parliament had not often fet 
fre to the houfe of its neighbour the clergy, if the high 

Vor. C | nobility 
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nobility had not triumphed over the lower with the moft 
imprudent policy, this colaffus, exempt from taxes and all 
fate charges, would never have been fhaken. The Parlia- 
ments were the’ focus of the French ariftocracy ; and the 
ariftocracy, ignorant how to diftinguith trae courage from 
pride, and feudal haughtirefs, fo humbled the long robe, 
that the parliament made no further Oppoason to the con-. 
vocation of the States-General. 

It was:towards the term of the deftruCtioit: of the parlia~ 
ments, thatthe marriage ef three princes of the royal family 
took place. They. were treated like fovereigns, and certain- 
ly had no need to envy any crownedthead of Europe, either 
fortheir honours or their eftablifhment.- 

There was fome queftion of a marriage between the 
houfe of Orieans and the royal family, but the latter found 
that D’Orleans was not noble enough, and'treated him very: 
nearly in the fame manner as he himfelf would have treated’ 
a- fimple gentleman.. Thefe follies all turned to the advan- 
tage of the nation, which emancipated itfelf amidft the 
fingular quarrels.of the court. ‘That’ court, divided: into’ 
four, formed: four whirlwinds, which {wept away: all the: 
minifters:and all their affairs ; from herece four councils; im 
which it was ufual'to confider the king as the titular of the’ 
kingdom, the property of which: belonged to: themfelvyes:. 
Trance was merely an‘inheritanee.. | 


CHAP. IX. 


CLUBS. 


Ix the eftablithment of newfpapers, of literary focietiess 
of thofe clubs where’ men fpoke freely, and efpecially i it 
Freemafons’ lodges, which formed a kind of {chool for ora= 
_tory, and where the fame rules in {peaking were fuch as were 
ufed in the legiflative body, we may difcover the different 
focuffes of that infurrectionary fpirit, the- explofion of which. 
could not have long been retarded, while its immaturity 
would have fpoiled its effect. 

The: 
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The & women) who at firft admire every thing that is great, 

looked upon the Revolution as. a kind of comedy; but as 
they love all forts of luxury, oftentation, and riches, they 
were diftreffed when they faw their lovers’ two epaulettes, 
the blue ribband, the mitre, the patiiamentary robe, the 
crofs of St. Louis, and éven the cane a corbiti of the 
comptroller of finance, all {wept away ; 3 they perceived that 
there was fomething fevere and ferious ina Revolution, and 
from that moment they turned again{t it. 
_ The wives of the long robe were thofe who were welt 
angry, and openly accufed their hufbands of imbecility ; but 
even if the Parliament of Paris had undertaken to force the 
monarch to chufe as a model the. compofition of the States 
affembled-in 1614, the national with, the information of 
the prefent day, would have rifen in ‘oppolition to that mode. 
The empire of public opinion, and of its increafing force, 
were then truly incalculable. The French fpirit, fo long 
monarchifed, became fuddenly difpofed for the eftablith- 
ment of every political theory, and every fyftem of legifla- 
tion. I may affert without pride, as well as without fhame, 
that the reading of my work, entitled The Year 2440, 
which was fo written as to be intelligent to every clafs, had 
“already | fhewn that the greateft changes were poflible, and 
that it was time to give over the ftruggle between fperans 
nuated worn-out maxims ard the vigorous pene of 
eternal juftice. © 

. Opinion governs the world, and every pen diredted opi- 
nion towards the reform of sbules: ;, and there were fo many 
. _abufes i in. France, that they would have been fufficient not 
to killa kingdom, but the world. | 

We writers were defirous of debating fuch ma atterg ik 
_.the head, but other perfons came, who faid, Will you decide 
at by the arm ? 
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CHAP. & 
THEY HAD BUT TO—~. 


We hear nothing but this phrafe, when we talk of Re 
volution : “ They had but todo this; they had but to do 
‘that; they had only to take fuch a one; they had only 
“ to march fuch a day and fuch an hour :” all great and 
marvellous prophets after the event—all in retrogadé motion 
towards the paft, without being able to fay a fyllable of 
what is to happen to-morrow ; all employed in ufelefs de- 
clamation, haranguing a noify cataract, and imagining that 
their voice isto fufpend the foaming waves. 

How can a journalift read over his‘papers without bluthing 
at what he has written ? How many falfe calculations ! how 
. Ynany erroneous opinions | what ignorance of the chain that 
binds all the events of this world! It was but—it was 
« but—? When I hear thefe words; I turn afide my at- 
tention, and fuffer the fpeakér to'wafte his Pe in empty 
ait. 
2° Others fay, * Oh! if P-had been in the place of ——, I 
«© would have foon blown up all thefe*rulers in‘ theory.” 
They may be fatisfied: fome have been arrefted, others 
have only juft had ‘time to make their efcape. No perfon 
will acknowledge his want of fagacity, yet each complains 
of the blow he has received. 

It might have been fuppofed, that this Revolution was 
the work of. fome man of extraordinary genius, of fome 
vaft head of antique phyfiognomy, of fome mind beyond 
the ordinary ftandard : not at all. We haveall been, what 
Marivaux, who was of the number, calls ‘* the great mid-= 
dling,” and this perhaps is the reafon why things have been. 
noworfe. ‘There are no miftakes more dangerousthan thofe 
of men of genius. Our faults at leaft have been reparable, 
and the machine has not been crufhed between our Hands. 
Alternately conquerors, and vanquifhed, we have had neither 
chief nor director, and in the bloody fray the wicked -have 
perifhed with fome good men. After a battle, we bury the 
dead ! Dt aca 

CHAP. 
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formation, diffeminate great truths, eftablifh principles, - 
fpread the love of civic virtues, implant patrioti{m in every 
heart, and finally form the public {pirir, which could alone 
produce unity of opinion as well as unity of action. Such 
were the labours which were glorioully undertaken by the 
Jacobins! To what a degree of happineis fhould we have 
arrived a long time fince, if they had continued as they had 
begun, or as they proceeded during two or three years fuc- 
ceeding the Revolution. The malignant genius of faction 
had otherwife decided ; already he had hovered over France, 
glided amidft patriotic clubs, and breathed his impure {pirit 
of madnefs and fury into all their members. . ‘The Jacobins 
ftill fubfift, but from the inftant of the creation of the Re- 
public, thefe men no more refembled the patriots of 89, 
go, and gt, than the French of the prefent day, republican 
as they are in name, refemble the Spartans or Romans at © 
the moft brilliant periods of their virtue, and their glory. 

If we are defirous to be informed of the caufe of fo me- 
Jancholy a change, let us hear the words of an intelligent 
reprefentative ; “‘ The popular Societies,” fays he in one of 
his reports, * were at their birth the temples of liberty and 
‘* equality. The citizens and reprefentatives of the people 
ie crowded thither to meditate together on the overthrow of 
oe tyranny, the fall of kings, and the great means of con- 
s* folidating liberty. In thefe focieties, we faw the people’ 
‘fin union with their mandatories, enlightening. and exa- 
¢¢ mining their conduct. But fince thefe fame aflemblics 
‘* have been filled with artful men, who refort thither to 
** canvas, by their vehement cries, their elevation to the 
‘¢ Jegiflature, to the miniftry, to the higheft offices of the 
** army, fince thefe clubs are made up of too many public ofh- 
f cers, and too few,citizens, the people are become nothing 3 
« it is no longer the people who judge the government, it 
‘© is the coalefced fun€tionaries, who by uniting their 
‘¢ influence, filence, terrify the people, feparate them from 
‘¢ their legiflators from whom they ought always to be infe- 
te parable, and corrupt the public opinion, on which they 
‘¢ feize, and by which they impofe filence even on the go- 
«© vernment, by making themfelves the denunciators of the 
s¢ liberty which they infult, ruin, and deftroy.” | 

The luminous truths contained in this extract, ought to 
appear fo much the lefs fuipicious to the impartial reader, 


as ney were dictated Py one of the moft zealous partizans. 
for 
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off as by enchantment. Expert cannoneers would ‘have’ 
taken two days to perform what was executed in three hours. 
While M. Necker was travelling g quietly in his poftchaife, 
his difmiflion had excited the mott extraordinary and moft 
rapid commotion recorded in hiftory. What a night from 
Monday to Tuefday! Patrols on foot, and crofling each 
other at every fifteen fteps! a multitude agitated, by fear, 
anxiety, and indignation ! a hollow murmur, accompanied 
_ by inceffant knocking, without any ¢ determinate obje&, at 
doors and {hops ! the melancholy, monotonous, and conti- 
nued found from all the belis of ‘this immenfe capital! the 
alarm-bell, amidft the darknefs, feemed the fignal of the 
indignation and vengeance cf a’ great nation, - rouzed to 
cruih athrone !— What a night!—And ye; princes, minifters, 
and governors of empires, who have never heard this tocfin, 
expea to hear it found on the firft attempt againft liberty. 
Lhis alarm-bell of the capital was heard from one end of 
the empire to the other. An invifible power flruck in every 
part this land of oppreflion ; ; and every where we faw men 
in arms iffue forth from its bofom. * 
~ And on what depended this great commotion ? Shall we 
explain it? It was excited by a divinity which we call Fear. 
"Phe court had terrified the capital by the apparatus of war ; ; 
from hence that memorable day, whicli'was the greateft, che 
moft {ublime, and the molt majettic, which will ever be 
xecorded by pofterity. 


_ CHAP. XIIL 


CLUB OF THE (JACOBINS. 


How has the fineft gold become dim; how has it been 
changed into the vileft lead! ‘The popular focieties, the 
patrictic clubs, the friends of the conflitution were indif= 
penfably neceflary i in the firft year of our political change. 
Thefe focieties alone, by) the union of the mafs of the 
people, could oppofe with advantage the prejudices and 
errors they had to overthrow, accelerate the progrefs of in- 
formation, 
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formation, diffeminate great truths, eftablifh principles, - 
fpread the love of civic virtues, implant patriotif{m in every 
keart, and finally form the public {pirit, which could alone 
produce unity of opinion as well as unity of action. Such 
were the labours which were glorioufly undertaken by the 
Jacobins! To what a degree of happinets fhould we have 
arrived a long time fince, if they had continued as they had 
begun, or as they proceeded during two or three years fuc- 
ceeding the Revolution. The malignant genius of fattion 
had otherwife decided; already he had hovered over France, 
glided amidft patriotic clubs, and breathed his impure fpirit 
of madnefs and fury into all their members. . The Jacobing 
Rill fubfift, but from the inftant of the creation of the Re- 
public, thefe men no more refembled the patriots of 89, 
go, and 1, than the French of the prefent day, republi ican 
as they are in name, refemble the Spartans or Romans at 
the moft brilliant periods of their virtué, and their glory. 

If we are defirous to be informed of the caufe of fo me- 
Jancholy a change, let us hear the words of. an intelligent 
reprefentative 5 ** The popular Societies,” fays he in one of 
his reports, ‘* were at their birth the temples of liberty and 
‘* equality. The citizens and reprefentatives of the people 
s crowded thither to meditate together on the overthrow of 
s* tyranny, the fall of kings, and the great means of con- 
s¢ folidating liberty.” In thefe focieties, we faw the people 
6f in union Fah their mandatories, enlightening and exa- 
G¢ mining their conduct. But fince thefe fame aflemblies 
‘“* have been filled with artful men, who refort thither to 
§° canvas, by their vehement cries, their elevation to the 
** Jegiflature, to the miniftry, to the higheft offices of the 
“* army, fince thefe clubs are made up of too many public off- 
f cers, and too few,citizens, the people are become nothing ; 
6* it is no longer the people who judge the government, it 
s‘ is the coalefced functionaries, who by uniting their 
«¢ influence, filence, terrify the. people, feparate them from 
‘¢ their legiflators from whom they ought alwaysto be infe- 
sé parable, and corrupt the public opinion, on which they 
‘¢ feize, and by which they impofe filence even on the go- 
«© vernment, by making themfelves the denunciators of the 
s¢ liberty which they infult, ruin, and deftroy.” 

The luminous truths contained in this extract, ought to 
appear fo much the lefs fufpicious to the impartial readers 
as ney were dictated Y one of the moft zealous partizans 

: for 
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for clubs 3 and it is principally to the Jacobins of Paris that 
shets great truths are applicable. In reality, when the 
Dantons, the Marats, the Robefpierres, the Collots, the 
Billauds, the Couthons, the Dumas,. and many other indi- 
viduals whofe names efcape me, predominated in the fociety, 
wien every deputy of note, the minifters, the magiftrates 
of the pcople, and other public functionaries were become 
members, they thought much Icfs of the government than 
the governors, and were confidered as objets to whom 
_ court was to be paid, and from whom were to be torn, either 
by flattery, meannefs, or importunity, the moft lucrative 
| employments. The feciety was quite devoted to thofe per- 
fons, and its members, which before fat as judges on their 
conduct with fo much ‘dignity, became their vileft parafites, 
their flaves, the blind inftruments of their ambiti ious and 
deteftable paflions. - 

Such is the abridged hiftory of the Jacobins, of whom we 
have been the impariial obfervers from their origin to their 
fall. At different epochs they fometimes did good, fome- 
times evil; they formed the public mind, then degraded it 
into demagogical fanaticifm 3 and difhonoured by their exs, 
ceffes that liberty which they had fo powerfully ferved by 
their labours. 

Confidered with refpect to its acces the fociety pre- 
fented, atits birth, ah union of men formed to aftonith ug 
by the pais of their genius. Divided in fentiments, 

thele apoitles ‘of liberty difbanded, and were replaced by 
weak ignorant men, whofe defeQ of underitanding pufhed 
them en to idolize the very intriguers by. whom they were 
vanguiihed. 

Viewed in its chef de file, or leaders, this fociety was 
nothing more than an affemblage of factious, miftaken men, 
accomplices, and victims of Robefpierre, and other .great 
criminals. 

One of the greateft faults of the Conftituent Affembly, 
was not having had forefight and courage fufficient to thut 
up allthe clubs, and chiefly that of Paris, at the moment 
the confitution was accepted by the people; if it was im- 
acai to fupprefs entirely at that period thefe formidable. 

clubs, it was right at leaft to circumfcribe them ‘within fuch, 
narrow limits as to render them incapable of ever becoming. 
rivals with the con{titutional authorities, and difturbing the 
publi c peace. Was it prudent tofuffer altar to be erected 

| againtt 
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sgaintt altar? by preferving ‘the {caffolding of the edifice, 
the enemies of liberty laid hold of the yulgar among the 


Jacobins, and employed them as hirelings; we may com- 


pare them to foldiers fuddenly difbanded, and without pay. 
Thus there has not exifted a fingle confpiracy againit the 
republic, which has not had its principal focus at Paris. 


At is under the fanétion of the laws that all law has been 
‘deftroyed. » The Jacobins have affumed every mafk, you 


will find them again in every primary. affembly, taking 


poffeffion of the fections, and forming them into arenas of 
counter-revolution and anarchy | Do not imagine that the 


“cannon of Vendemiaire has ‘foftened’ their fury; every 


\ 


‘where they had formed new confpiracies, and prepared for 
Condé his entrance into the departments of the Doubs, 


and the Jura. To provoke 1 maflacre, pervert public opinion, 
profcribe the animating, fongs of liberty fo, formidable to 
our enemies; fuch is the work of the Jacobins, degene- 
ated, and fold to royalty. 


LABOURS IN THE CHAMP DE MARS. 


NEVER, perhaps, has there been feen amongft any 
people fuch ‘an a{tonifhing and ever memorable inftance of 
fraternity ! I never think of it but with admiration. | Here 
I faw an hundred and fifty thoufand citizens, of every clafs, 
age, and fex, forming the mott delightful picture of con- 
cord, labour, motion, and j joy which was ever exhibited ! 
Oh, “what montters are thofe who have effaced thefe fplen- 
did ‘colours !_ what a happy difpofition belongs to thefe good 
and ‘brave citizens of Paris, who could transform eight 


3 days ‘of | Jabour into eight days of the moft j joyous feftival, 


the moft unexpected and the neweft that had ever been 
celebrated ! It was a fpedtacle fo original, that it was im- 


| pofhible for the moft indifferent or corrupted to have be- 


held it without emotion. In an immenfe fpace, filled with 


citizens who were truly ative and eager to labour, the 


molt 
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moft varied fcenes prefented themfelves at once to our 
view; here, they melted into tears at the fight of their 
general, who came to fhare in the toils of his fellow citi- 
zens; there, we heard acclamation and cries of joy at the 
arrival of the king’s houfehold ; further on, amilitary band 
of mufic announced the arrival of the Bila: thefe chil- 
dren of liberty, who came to partake of the feftival with 
their old allies and friends. By the fide of gardiner’s ap- 
prentices, diftinguifhed by the flowers and fhrubs tied to 
“their inftruments, were the pupils of the fchool of paint- 
ing, diftinguifhed by a banner reprefenting France. . After 
thefe came the hopes of the rifing generation, the children 
of our legiflators, who had joyouily exchanged the exercifes 
of the college for the labours of the Champ de Mars. 
Athwart a crowd of monks women, abbés, and coal-heavers,. 
T perceived the gallant ee Kerfaint, with a phyfiog- 
-nomy radiant with liberty, driving the wheel barrow with 
the fame gaiety as he mounted the Belle Poitle, when he 
went to fight the enemies of his country. 

ie refult of fo glorious and fo aftonifhing.an example 
of fraternity, deferves to be tranfmitted to the moft diftane 
_pofterity. When the Federés arrived, we beheld the moft 
auguft of federations, the moft folemn triumph of the 
people, a day af alliance, of admiration, and of tender- 
nefs. 
_ This memorable day was : like an experiment in electri- 
city. Every thing which touched the chain partook of the 
fhock 5 it was great; it was univerfal ; ; it was fuch in fhort, 
that the bare recollection is enough to rally the whole fa- 
mily of the French, if our externa! enemies, jealous of our 
liberty, fhould come to attack us. Such an event would 
produce a happy crifis, a national effort, which would fud- 
denly rebuild the edifice of liberty. It cannot be too often 
repeated 5 never has the court of kings offered fo magnifi- 
cent a fpetacle, and fince Lewis the Sixteenth was faith- 
to that facred oath, fince he could never forget that he 
took it in the face of heaven and earth, before a generous 
nation, he can never be pitied for the evils which have fallen 
on his head for the moft deteftable of perjuries. ‘7 

Alast what did he poffefs fo brilliant at his Verfailles, i in 
that kind of fortrefs where courtiers and accomplices, the 
heralds of flavery, retained him as a prifoner? They never 
tall ig ht of him 3 3 they continually befet him, and all this 
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to thake him fign eheeves ferved their sabicon: or mncrea: 
ed their intereft; by the fubjection of the nation. Lewis ° 
the Sixteenth dethroned himfelf, by his difgraceful flight, 
and twenty millions of inhabitants, who were called Franks, 
flaves as they were, by way of goon became free by a 
kind of miracle. 

- It is impoflible to give a defcription of thefe labours which . 
Would not fall fhort of the reality. Citizens of all ages were 
proud of the honour of preparing with their hands the place, 
where they aflembled to fwear to defend the conftitution, 
and live or die free. The multitude of people, the brifk- 
nefs of their motions, the diverfity of diets, every thing 
concurred to the picturefque variety of this féte.; here was 


acompany of coal-porters, there a company of laundreffes, 


the flour-men, the water-carriers ; the fcavengers were un- 
willing to remain idle ; 5 the invalids fhewed that their arms 
were yet as vigorous as their hearts were courageous. We 
faw even women, decked with the ornaments of their fex, 
forget its weaknefs, and driving wheel-barrows. The tra« 


vellers who pafied by Verfailles exclaimed, with tears in 


their eyes, What men are thefe Parifians! It was an object 
worth feeing, that vatt ant-hill of citizens, employed i in the 
coarfef{t occupations; the long chain which they formed har- 
nefled in overloaded carts. Enormous {tones yielded to their 
efforts, it feemed as if they were dragging mountains; there 
was not a company who were not folicitous to ere&t an altar 
to their country. Preceded by bands of military mufic 
marching four deep, bearing with gaiety the fhovel and 
{pade, chanting that immortal chorus of a new fong which 
they call the national carillon ; all finging, G4 ids Ga ira,. 
yes! pardiew! ¢aira was re-echoed by all who heard them. 
The inhabitants even. of diftant villages joined in the cere- 
mony, with their mayor at their head, and his fcarf and 
pickaxe on his fhoulder. © 

But what was moft furprifing was the. order - ‘which | 
reigned amongft fo great a number of citizens of hae 
clafs. Not an infulting look, not the flighteft quarrel 
There were upwards of two hindted and fifty thoufand 
in the Champ de Mars, and not a fingle centinal. <A 
great number of deputies of the federation came and joined 


in the labours, accompanied by different members of the 


National Affembly; among them Father Gerard was dif- 
tinguifhed, who, like an ancient Roman, pailed from the 
plough 
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plough. to the fedte; and froni the fenate to the plough: 
M. M. Syéyes, and Beauharnois, made up the grotipe, 
harriefled in a cart; it was rematked, that they drew more 
towards the left thah the right ; Abbé Maury drew always 
towards the tight. Ori the ninth, the coal-porters drew 
‘their banner behind them,. and one of. the fociety, in 2 
fhort’cloak and band; was the .figtre of dtiftocracy perfo- 
nified by this fame J. F. Maury: ‘The colleges and board- 
ing-fchools took part in thefe labours. A fchoolmafter of 
Vincerines, over-hedted by his toil, exclaimed; “I cari 
** only give my {weat to my” country at prefent, when will 
the happy momerit come when I = fhed amy blood 
“for it 2” 

The butchers Had painte ted a large Enifé in theit banner, 
and wrote underneath, Tremble, ari iftocrats, here are the 
butchers. apprentices ! Enotmous. maiffes gave way under their 
nervous arms; the workmien of the Baftille brought in their 
carts all the inftruments which they made tfe of to over- 
turn that “Horrible fortrefs. The printers lent a hand to 
this patriotic work, and had infcribed on their flag; The 

prefs, the firft banner of liberty. _ 

_ Several communities of monks repaired alfo to thé 
circus of the federation, a young écclefiaftic, well pow- 
dered, perfumed, and fparkling, féemed to Took on this 
glorious {cene with contempt. othe wheel barrow, to the 
cyheeclbarrow ! exclaimed the by-ftanders, and he takes it 
with an air of indifference. A vigorous patriot; who in 
order to expedite more labour, had a hod on his back, 
while he drove a wheel barrow full of earth; prefles near 
him; and exclaims, Leave, leave in its place that inftrument 
avhich you profane. He quits his own wheelbarrow, feizes 
on that of M. the Abbé, goes and empties the earth 
without the Champ de Mars, in order that he might not 
filly it, returns, refumes his hod, and continues his 
work. 

A whole family were fet workitig on the faine {pots 
thé father dug, the mother loaded the wheelbarrow, and 
the children drove it by turns, whilft the youngeft; only 
four years old, it the atms of hig great grandfather who 
was tinety-three, lifped out in fmiling, Ab! Ga ira, ¢a 
ira } f 

A circumftarice truly remarkable amidft thi immenfe 


crowd of people unknown to each other, waé the extreme 
confidence 
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¢onfidence which reigned amongft them; a young man 
arriving, takes off his coat, throws down ie two watches; 
takes a pickaxe, and goes to work at a diftance. The 
people call to him, Your two watches? No miftruft 
‘¢ amongft brethren,” anfwered he in moving on, and the 
depofi t was religioufly refpected. , 

n honeft citizen was obferved, followed by a wheel- 
barfow loaded with a cafk of wine, with glaffes in his hand, 
which he offered gratis to thofe-who were at work. Do 
not drink, my brethren, if you are not thirfty, that the cafe ma y 
laf the longer 5 and indeed none accepted his offer but fuchi 
as were worn out with fatigue, and whofe wearinefs was 
not equivocal ;. the king came to take a view of this new 
fpeCkacle ; immediately with their fpades and pickaxes on 
their fhoulders, the citizens formed around him a guard 
ef honotwr. 


CHAP. XV. 


KING’S SPEECH TO THE STATES-CENERAL. 


Tre king enters, he’ puts on his hat, the whole of the 
nobility put on their feathered hats alfo ; 5 the roturiers in~ 
ftantly clap of thei unfeathered hats, in a fort of angry 
mood. The king, who obferved all this, takes off his hat, 
and immediately all the feathered hats follow the epaiee 
This kind of parade gave an air of jocularity to the place 
and the circumftarices. I amufed myfelf a good deal- 
with the ftory ef the hats; befides, hats and caps have 
always played’ a diftinguifhed part in the hifory of this 
world. 

‘ The fifth of May 1789, was the day of the opening of 
‘the StatessGeneral. * Let us unite, gentlemen, the king 
“ permits it; let us pay our debts.’ Such was in-fub- 
ftance the fpeech'of M. Necker. The violent revolution 
of fentiment, the quick fucceffion of events, every thing 
commanded the renunciation of old maxims of. politics 3 
but the government pretended: to meafure us out a ae 

.  dofe 
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dofe of liberty; and attempted to place bounds to. the will 
of the nation, but i in vain.. The court feemed to intimate 
to the States-Gerieral, “ You may doa little good to the 
“* people, provided you previoufly fettle all our affairs.” 

It was refolved to excite conteftation in the affembly- 
The with of the commune was for a fingle national cham- 
ber, and the court hoped that the increafe of difficulties 
would bring about the diffolution of the States-General. 

What meant thofe ilufory phrafes, * The king makes 
“the facrifice of a portion of his authority !” A nation 
is free, a nation becomes the regulator of its own happi- 
nefs when it takes poffeflion of its rights. Every inconf- 
derate'aét of authority prepated our liberty. The foil or 
climate remained the fame, every thing elfe was changed; 
yet it is nota particular circumftance which in great com- 
motions determines the flux of opinion, there muft be a 
combination of many circumftances to that effect. 
‘The re-union of the orders was celebrated by an illumi. 
nation of three days. - - 


cH AP. XVI. 
TREES OF LIBERTY. 


A TREE is a fine objet in die seneeabie world; and 
in the glorious days of the revolution, teeeaiok liberty tra~ 
velled from all the neighbouring woods, difplaced the pave- 
ment, took root at the foot of houfes, and married théir 
green treffes with the balconies of the different. flowers 
which they fhaded. 

The fymbols of infant liberty v were welcomed with lively 
emotions; what more foothing fight than this mixtire’ of 
edifices and green and waving branches? This ufage, fo 
favourable to the falubrity of the air, has been conftantly 
dear to thofe patriots who have laboured for the freedom of 
the French, and who, juftly irritated at the prejudices of 
a king, and the crimes of a court thirfting for blood, 
wifhed to immortalife the great epochas of liberty, by 
changing our cities into rural afpects. Thefe toils are 

a amufements 
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aiufemierits ; the great city was decorated, and in a fhort 
fpace the royalift and counter-revolutionary fpirit fuffered 
thofe natural monuments of our courage to wither. Their 
yellow foliage feemed an emblem of the fickening repub-= 
lican {pitit; and their beautiful and verdant branches were 
now difplayed only on the frontiers, where our armies 
triumph. How has the vigorous iap been dried up? 
Thofe fymbols of invincible “courage have been infulted; 
they have been banifhed to-the fields; and the facrilegious 
faw has cut thofe robuft {tems which were fo faithful an 
image of a fpeedy and vigorous regeneration; the genius 
Of liberty, like morality, may be attacked, but is indeftruc- 
‘tible. A generous repentance has often replaced anew 
thofe trees of liberty which were cut down, or which pe- 
rifhed naturally. ‘The prefence of Buonaparte makes all 
their branches refume their green, and lends them a new 
luftre. Frefh twigs and green branches rife high as 
the roofs; as the {pring renews nature, fo the great name 
of the Conqueror of Italy has given to the great city, this 
beautiful green clothing, which announces both the vege- 
table circulation, and the refurreCtion of the republican 
dpirit. 


CHAP. XVII. 


JESUS. 

Ox what a time for robbers is a Revoliition! many - 
‘bad. men become rich, and many good men remain poor ! 
We would not however change our virtue againft their 
riches, for virtue lafts for ever, and riches change hands 
every day. . _ Se 

Who would have guéffed that our Lord Jefus Chrift 
would have been. called the’ Sans-culotte Jefus, that he 
would have no other furname in the journals, in the tri- 
bunals at the Jacobins; and that this name was not given 
asafarcafm, but a true title of refpett? A prodigious 
change then has taken place in the ideas of the peuple ; 

Vou. I. | the 
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the permiffion of faying every thing created a peculiar 
kind of fpirit, which, joined to a good portion of igno- 
rance, was only more humorous. The moft tumultuous 
commotions were accompanied bya number of ludicrous 
incidents; and this great drama has been a true tragi-co- 
medy. ra 7 oe 

But it feems as if the evil done to another were a fort 
of elaftic fpring, which returns to wound the hand by 
which it has been bent. ‘Fhe more violent the preffure, 
the more terrible is the ftroke. Thus evil and injuttice 
have their reprifals; cruelty produces cruelty, and the 
Mountain, by cutting itfelf in twoy has nearly done itfelf 
juice. 


CHAP. XVI 
MASSACRES OF SEPTEMBER. 


FuTtre generations will refufe to believé, that fact 
execrable crimes have ever taken. place amongff a civilized 
people, in prefence of the legiffative body, under the eyes 
and by the will of the depofitaries of thé laws, in a city 
peopled with eight hundred thoufand inhabitants, who 
remained motionlefs, and ftruck with ftupor, at the fight 
of a handful of wretches, hired for the perpetration of 
crimes. — 7 fae | 

The number of affaflins did not exceed three hundred s 
and in this number we muft comprehend the quidams, 
who, in the infide of the prifon, had conftituted themifelves 
judges of, the prifoners. | 

The promoters of anarchy, thé movers of the people, 
in fhort, the accomplices of the crime, never ceafed ex- 
¢laiming, that a great confpiracy. would break out in 
Paris, in the firft days of September. No one, alas! 
will now couteft with them that truth, which the- event 
has juftified in fo atrocious and cruel a manner; but in 
order to know the confpirators, and of what nature was 
their confpiracy, we muft examine its fource. In efta- 
blifhing a chain of facts, no fupernatural penetration = 
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be neceflary to convince us, that thefe maffacres were the 
work of that devouring faction, which at length attained 
dominion by robbery and affaflinaticn. _ . 

Whatever be the hortor with which thefe days of 
blood and oppreffion infpire me, I would continually recall 
them to the remembrance of the Parifians, till they have 
the courage to avenge them. The fituation of the city 
feeming to exact a more aCtive and extenfive kind of vigi- 
lance, the counfel general of the commune created a com- 
mittee of twelve commiffaries. - | 

The partizans of the maffacres undoubtedly will not 
- affert, that the diamonds and jewels of the perfons arrefted 
were fufpicious. Neverthelefs they carefully took poffeflion 
both of perfons and property. This fingle fact is. fufhiei- 
ent to give the key of the maflacres. When you afk the 
anarchifts, why the Committee of infpection caufed pro- 
perty as well as perfons to be {wept away, they can give no - 
an{wer: a, | 

The depots made at the Committee of Infpection, pro- 
ceeded from the effects taken out of the Tuilleries, and 
from thofe who were there arrefted, fuch as Laporte, and 
Septeuil, who had abandoned their houfes and their riches _ 
at the time of the domiciliary vifits which preceded the 
maflacres. | - - 

The magazines of the depot were the halls of the 
offices of the Committee of Infpection ; it was notorious, 
that in this office the trunks, boxes, &c. were itored, 

There was moreover in the hall one or two great prefies, 
which were filled with objets of great value. On another 
floor indeed, were placed matters little worthy the atten- 
tion of thefe men of prey, fuch as piftols, fabres, mui- 
quets, tuck-fticks, &c. &c. 
In this cavern, the maflacres of September were ima- 
gined; in this abominable den fentence of death was pro- 
nounced againft eight thoufand Frenchmen, imprifoned 
for the moft part without any legitimate motive, without 
denunciation, without any trace of crime, only by the 
will and pleafure of the banditti of the Committee of In- 
ipection. | 

- Some days before the maflacres, the members of the 
committee, terrified at this violation of principles, affected 
by the frightful fpectacle of a multitude of citizens fhut 
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up at the rnayoralty, who protefted againft theft arrefiy- 
‘and loudly demandéd to be made acquainted with the mo- 
tives; thefe conimiflaries propofed to employ day and night 
in interrogating them, in order to fet at liberty thofe who 
were impriforied without caufe, and to remand fuch as 
were lable to be taken before the tribunals. 

The 2d’ of September, news was brought that the town 
of Verdun was taken by the Pruffians,. who, added the 
retailers of thisnews, had been introduced by the treafon 
of the Verdunois, after a feigned refiftance. Immediately 
the alarm-guns were fired, the call-to arms was beaten, 
and the tocfin began fo (ound: Municipal’ officers on 
herfeback ride to’ the public fquares,: confirm this news, 
and make proclainatioris,: in order to excite - the citizens to! 
march againft the enemy. 

At the firft flroke of the tocfin, every one enquired. 
why, on the appearance of the leaft danger, Paris was to 
be thrown inte alarm, and its inhabitants ftruck with terror,. 
inftead of having theit’ minds infpired with that kind of 
energy which belongs to warridrs, and which is the har- 
binger of victory ?. Why ufe means which tended rather to: 
enervate their courage? But thofe who were not in the 
fecret’ of the confpirators, were foon inftructed by their 
own experience. Ah! day of difgrace and mourning | It 
was-at this fignal that the affaflins were to aflemble, it 
was the prelude to the moft terrible carnage... 

The ruffians, marfhalled in bands, marched to the pri- 
fons, broke the gates of fome, made the goalers give up 
others, and feized the viétims whom the Commitee of. 
Infpe€tion had huddled together for fifteen days. 

Thefe affaflins, armed with: fabres: and. murderous inftru- 
ments, with arms naked to the elbows, holding in their 
hands the lift of profcription which had been made out fome 
aay before, called overeach prifoner by his name. 

Members of the general council, clothed with thethree- 
coloured {carf, and other iadieduale took their feats in the 
hall of the prifon, where was placed a table covered with 
bottles and glaffes, around which were grouped the pretended 
judges, and fome of the executioners of their fentences e 
death. On the middle of the table was placed the regifter 
of the prifon. 

The affaffins went from one chamber to another, called 
“ ever each prifoner as his name ftood on the roll, then led. 
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‘him before ‘the tribunal of blood, who commonly afked him 
this queftion : « Who aie you?” As foon as the prifoner 
had given in his mame, the cannibals in {carfs infpected the 
regifter, and after fome vague and infignificant i interrogato- 
ries, delivered him over tothe fatellites of their cruelty, who 
ded him to the gate of the prifon, where {toad other affaflins, 
who maflacred him with a ferocity unparallelled amongft the. 
moft barbarous nations. | 

At the Abbaye prifon, they agreed that each time a pri 
foner ‘fhould be led out to the wicket, that pronouncing 
thefe words,—To the Force, fhould be equivalent to the 
fentence of death. Thofe who performed the fame fun€ti- 
ons at the Force, that is, the office of executioners, pro- 
nounced fentence by ordering the prifoners to be fent to the 
Abbaye. Thofe who were acquitted were fet at liberty, and 
led to fome diftance from the aon amidft the cries of Vive 
Ja Nation, 

The Legiflative Aflembly desatea fome of its members to 
go to the prifons, and preach the law to the rufhans who were 
breaking it in fo atrociousa manner. But of what influence 
could reafon or morality have on affafiins thirfing for blood, 
the greater part of whom were plunged into the moft ic 
gufting intoxication ! Such meafures were neceflarily ine 
effeCtual, no harangues were attended to; nothing but force 
of arms “could tame beings of this defcription, or the aflem- 
bly ina body ought: to have gone and formed an infurmount- 
able rampart around each prifon. The affaffins rejected with 
-gmenaces every advice and every counfel tending to peace. 
The Abbé Faucheét, Bifhop of Calvados, a member of the 
deputation, was threatened, infulted, and had nearly become 
himfelf the viGiim ofthe murderers. He withdrew, and 
‘made a report to the Affembly, which was itfelf in a ftate 
of ftupor and degradation, threatened with a total difoluti: 
on by Robefpierre, who exercifed an unbounded tyranny 
over Paris, © oe 

If we perufe the accufation of the deputy Louvet againft 
Robefpierre, publifhed in the firft days of the Convention, 
in which the conduét of | this falfe patriot, with refpeé to. 
the Legiflative Affembly, is laid open to the day, we. hall 
there behold that impudent confpirator attempting to raife 
the ditature on the wrecks of the national reprefentation, 
~ neverthelefs Robefpierre never ceafed talking. of his civic 
virtues, and of his difntereftednefs ; ‘this wretch left the 

place, 
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tlace of public accufer to the criminal tribunal of Paris, to 
retire, as he faid, from public life. He had printed, that 
he was no intriguer, that he defired no p ace, that he would 
accept none, and all at once he found himfelf nitched in 
the counfel-general of the FOmONE; from whence he mount- 
ed to the capitol. 

The pricits imprifoned at the Cues were all madneied: 
fave one; they were forced to walk out one after the Otney 
and often two together. At firft, the affaflins killed them 
with mufquets, but on the obfervation of a multitude of 
women who were: prefent, that that kind of. death was too: 
noify, they made ufe of fabresand bayonets. ‘Thefe unhap- 
py vidims proftrated themfelves in the midft of the court ; 
and during a moment of meditation, abandoned by all nature, 
without aid, without any other confolation than the teftimo- 
ny of their own .confcience, they lifted up their eyes to 
heaven, and feemed to implore the pupreme Being for 
pardon on their murderers. = tein YW % 

Ye partizans of thefe murders ! heaps connor I who 
have never ceafed deluding the credulous multitude, will 
you tell us that it was impoflible for you to arreft the arms 
of the murderers? Will you tell us, that it was not in your 
Powe to redrefs them ? You declared to the departments by 
the lying organ of your commiffaries,: that you. could not 
retrain the anger of the: people: Wretches | You have prof- 
tituted the name of the people, which you have never in- 
voked, but to difhonour and cover with it your own turpi- 
tude and guilt! Was it the people, then, who committed 
thefe oe crimes? No, the people mourned in filence : 
it Was you, e ferocious adminiftrators, who, in league with 
the counfel- pie of: the commune, and the mercilefs 
Danton, prepared and executed every thing. It was ye, who 
with a {mail number of confidential accomplices, committed 

thefe crimes, in order to enrich yourfely eg with the bloody 
fpoilsof your numerous victims! ft is you who made Paris 
the murderous cavern of. the rich, and prepared the milery 
of the people, by breaking all. the focial ties, drying up al rs 
the canals of circulation, and deftroying public confidence, 
fo necefiary, fo indiipenhibl le to the ae and h eee 
of the whole! 

If it were not proved that ‘the opprobrium a the firfk 
days of September belongs to this adminiftration, I would 
bring. to recollection t two facts which cannot be denied, the 
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‘payment ie sone hundred and fifty livres, made by the 
‘ order of the general counfel, to the wine merchant who 
furnifhed the affaflins at ‘he Force during their horrible 
execution 3; and the circumftance of the Committee of In- 
{pection having hired, on the eve of the maffacre, the carts 
which were made ufe of to tran{port the. dead bodies to 
the quarries of Charenton. 

If the national guard had been called out in the name 
of the law, which thofe perfidious and fanguinary chiefs 
were induftrious in railying, how ftrong and intrepid would 
they have proved! The whole world would have rifen tn 
ma{s: but were not this national guard, the main body of 
which has remained pure amidft every kind of corruption 
and plunder, afraid of being accufed of acting withour 
orders? Were they not apprehenfive, that their defire of 
‘punifhing crimes would be conftrued into criminal inten- 
tions? Such motives reftrained their zeal, and they re- 
mained motionlefs. 

I faw the f{quare of the French theatre covered: with 
troops; whom the alarm-bell had gathered together. I 
faw them ready to march, and immediately retire to their 
quarters, becaufe fome one had come with the traitorous 
news that it was.a falfe alarm, that it was nothing. 
Heavens! it was nothing. The courts of the Carmes and 
the Abbey were inundated with blood, and filled with 
corpfes, and this was nothing. 

- Tfaw three hundred men armed, performing their ex- 
ercife in the Luxembourg Gardens, two hundred fteps from 
the priefis whom they were maflacring at the Carmes. 
Would they have remained immoveable if they had re- 
ceived orders to march again{t the-affaflins ° 

_ At the gates of the Abbey and the other prifons were 
‘defolated wives calling with fhrieks on their hufbands, fe- 
parated for ever from them by their murderers; others 
endured the torture of feeing them maflacred at their feet. 
The fame carnage, the fame atrocities were repeated a 
the fame time in all the prifons “in every. place whete 
groaned the victims of arbitrary power, thefe-cruelties were 
exercifed, attended with circumftances more or lefs tra- 
gically remarkable. 

At the feminary of St. Firmin, the priefts who were con- 
fined, waited peaceably, like the other priefts imprifoned 
at the Carmes, till the mumnic ‘ipality of Paris had indicated 
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the day of their departure, and delivered them paffports te 
go out'of France, according to the tenor of a decree which 
enjoined their exile, and granted them three livres a-day 
for their journey. | It is inconteftible, that it depended only 
on the conftituted authorities that this decree fhould be put’ 
in execution before the maffacres, but the priefts were re- 
ferved for this day. They were mutilated, and torn limb 
from limb. “At St. Firmin, it was thought a pleafant amufe- 
ment to throw them headlong from the roof to the ground. 

At the Saltpétriére, thofe monfters murdered thirteen 
women, after haying violated feveral. , 

_ At the Bicétre, the keeper feeing a neiae ‘of. thefe 
affaffing on their march, put himfelf in a pofture of de- 
fence. He had pointed two pieces of cannon, and at the 
monient that he was about to difcharge them, he received 
a mortal wound. The affaffins triumphant, left not a 
fingle prifoner alive. 

At the prifon of the Chatelet, the fame carnage and 
the fame ferocity took place; nothing efcaped the rage of 
thefe cannibals; whoever was a prifoner, ‘appeared to them 
worthy of the fame treatment. 

At the Force they remained five ive Madame, the 
ci-devant Princefs of Lamballe was there imprifoned. Her 
fincere attachment to the wife of Louisthe XVIth was all. 
her crime in the eyes of the multitude. She had acted no 
part amidit ali our agitations, and nothing could render 
her fufpeéted to the people, to whom fhe was known only 
PY her multiplied acts.of beneficence. The moft exagge- 

ated writers, the moft. ferocious declaimers, ae never 
arene one her inany of their pape 

The 3d-of September fhe was called down to the office 
at the Force; fhe appeared before the bloody tribunal com- 
pofed of a few individuals. It furely required a kind of 
fupernatural courage to fupport | the afpect of thofe mur- 
derers, covered, with blood. 

Several voices were heard among the crowd, demanding 
pardon for Madame de Lamballe. The affa fling feemed 
undecided and fpared her for a moment, but immediately 
after fhe received feveral ey fell bathed i in her blood, 
and expired. 

Her head and her breafts were inftantly cut off, fe body 
was opened, her heart was torn outs her hea id was after- 
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avards ftuck on a pike, and borne throughout Paris; her 
body was dragged after it at fome diftance. The tygers 
‘svho had thus mutilated her, amufed themfelves with the 
barbarous pleafure of going to the Temple and fhewing 
her head and her heart to Louis the AVith and his family. 

Every thing moft hideous and moft deliberately cruel 
that horror could cone eive, was exercifed on the body of 
Madame de Lamballe. 

I can add no more. ‘This I can atteft, that every man 
of humanity in the Convention vaade the “greatelt exertions 
during three months to fearch after and profecute thefe 
abominable affaflins, and that every motion to this effet 
was conftantly rejected by the Montagnards. It was in 
yorder to efcape the vengeance of the law, and from the 
fear of exemplary punifhment, that they entered into the 
confpiracy of the 31f of May, imagining that further 
murders were the moft effectual means of wafhing out the | 
traces of their former crimes. 

‘When we refle€t, that it was under this bloody planet 
that the labours Gf the National Convention began, we 
ought to reverence the courage of thofe who accepted this 
dangerous office. The very great majority were difpofed to 
follow no other path than that of juftice and virtue. ‘The 
‘Revolution was completed, the throne demolifhed, a {mall 
minority hard, arrogant, ignorant, and ferocious, were 
refolved to go on révolutionizing. ‘The divinity Marat was 
placed on the fore-ground, and his apoftle Robefpierre, his 
hands withered and dried with cenvulfive twitchings, clang 
to the tribune, where he defcanted on his vtnes: while 
the partifans of defperate demagogy, infolently affumed 
the title of Republicans, and called the true republicans 
the founders’ of the republic, the moft pure and liberal, 
writers, Federalifts, a name which they had themfelves 
invented. 

_ Atthe bare fight of thefe new men, who robbed the Re- 

volution of its facred charaéter, I publithed a prophetic 

letter, in which I announced at the fame time their horri- 

ble triumph and their tremendous fall. The exaggerated 

fanatic, the fophiftic barbarian filenced both the philofopher 

andthe ftatefman; and it muft be owned, that the foreign 
corrts knew well how to chufe their inftruments, 
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CHAP. XIX. 
TWENTY-FIRST OF SEPTEMBER, 1792, 


LET us turn for a moment to the time Sieh the Can- 
yention opened Its prft fefion. The Legiflative Affembly 
had uit overt turned the throne; but aftonifhed, and fome 
fort ttupified at the great blow which it had ftruck, felt 
itfelf unable to fupport the weight of Empire, and leaving 
to other hands the painful care of taking advantage of the 
victory, withdrew, furrounded by honourable ruins. The 
Legiflative Body had overturned the monarchy, but had not 
dared to put any thing i in its {tead. “In the perfon of the 
raonarch, it attacked every king i in the univerfe, but its 
“energy was exhaufted.by this fublime exertion: it held out 
to France, royalty abolifhed, ‘but had not the courage to 
pe the word Republic. 

The Convention fignalized the opening of its fefion by 
this at of courage 5 and at what a moment! when we 
were without armies, when the defence of our frontier 
towns was confided to Royalifts, and confequently to trai- 
aS when the people, attached ‘to old prejudices, beheld 
with fenfations of difmay the fall of monarchy, fo long the 
ebject of its worfhip and its affeions; when the legions 
of Prufha inundated the plains of Champagne, 'and might 

almoft without obflaclé have traverfed France ; ; when every 
thing, | m Ahort, feemed to intimate that the enemy was 
about to-efface by the blood of its authors the daring de- 
cree, which transformed into 2 republic a country invaded 
and fubjugated by the fatellites of kings. 

We had to defend cur territory, create an army, and raife 
public fpirit; we were without finances, and were to com- 
bat with paper money thofe who had the treafures of 
Mexico. We could enly eppofe a raw and undiciplined 
rnilitia to the moft warlike troops in Europe, generals of 
‘a day made on the eve of an engagement to face the moft 
able adtitians. ‘Thole great creations were the work of a 
moment. ‘The voice of daviger was heard: eight hundred 
thoufand men quit their homes, arm to fly to the frontiers 5 
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erowds of work-fhops were eftablifhed in every cotner, they 
make faltpetre, prepare the thunder, they drive ,back the 
enemy beyond the frontier, and the French hoift the ftandard 
of victory in a foreign territory. | 

' Never. were fuch “great things performed by fuch weak 
means, never was there a ftate labouring under circum- 
ftances fo difficult; divided at home, attacked by all Europe, 
‘torn by fanaticifm, and factions, the National Convention 
triumphed: over ~all thefe united obftacles, and forced. the 
Englith to fly from our ports,’ which had been won only by 
perfidy. Tt repaired the effe€ts of that treafon, a 
driving us back from Flanders | opened the gates of the re- 
public to our enemies, and loft us the fruits of the molt 
glorious campaign, and of the moft {plendid victories. Our 
triumphant armies penettated anew into Brabant, and the 
‘Hollanders beheld foon after, amidit the moft rigorous of 
winters, heroes who knew how to brave the inclemeéncy of 
the feafons, and triumph oyer nature icfelf. The Greeks, 
that people whom the friends of liberty ever love to cite, 
becaufe they afford us the nobleft examples, boafted in the 
{pace of feveral ages’ but of three or four triumphs. The 
battles of Salamis, of Platea, of Marathon, infpire the re- 
mémbrance of what glorious efforts the human mind is.capa- 
ble, warmed with-the love of its country, and the enthu- 
fiafm of independence. But the French people performed 
more in three years than that people, fo juftly celebrated, 
atchieved in three ages. The Rhine and the Scheldt were 
almoft at the fame moment the theatres of our courage. 
The Greeks had to combat the effeminated people of Afia, 
men enervated by the mildnefs of the climate and the luxu- 
ries of life; and we, we have conquered the warriors, of 
the north, flrengthened by exercife, labours, and the feve- 
reft difcipline. 7 . 

When Fame everywhere publifhed our triumphs, what 
could the univerfe think of that government -which had 
created an army of heroes, and organized victory in twenty 
different places! e Was-not ‘the Convention confidered as an 
affembly of men united: in the- fame fentiments, warmed 
by the: moft ardent patrictifm, flrangers to every faction 
and every private intereft ? an-aflembly, of whom it snight 
he afferted what the minifter of Pyrrhus faid of the Senate 
of Rome. Alas! thofe men who made Europe tremble, 
who abroad imprefled ideas of greatnefs and fublimity, ex- 
re _ i hibited 
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hibited to their fellow-citizens the picture of the moft con» 
temptible paffions. Ata diftance, it was the {plendour of 
Olympus and the majefty of the gods; near, it was the 
melancholy fpectacle of. a few frivolous virtues, little con- 
tefts of felf-love, and the fhameful ftruggles of hatred and 
revenge. “We recollect what was the furprize of the am- 
bafladors whom Theodoric the Second fent to Attila, After 
the terror which his name had infpired, they expected to 
fee this monarch furrounded with all the luxury of Afiatic 
greatnefs, they beheld, on the contrary, a man of fhort 
ftature, and whofe outward form difcovered nothing elevated. 
«© What!’ exclaimed they, ‘©1s this the conqueror of na- 
© tions! Is this he whom'we fear, admire, and who fills the 
«© world with the found of his name! A foreigner, in 
feeing our National Affembly, would have conceived the 
fame aftonifhment. In the {pace of three years, it pre- 
fented the image of the moft difgraceful pufillanimity, and 
- moft devoted courage. Sometimes it brought to our recol- 
leCtion the Senate of Tiberius and Domitian; and at other 
times we faw it difplay the great charaCter, the heroic firm- 
nefs of the Senate of Rome on the fack of the city by the 
Gauls. Amongft its members, were fome to be execrated 
by the remoteft pofterity, and others who would have ho- 
noured Athens and Sparta at the moft glorious periods. The 
Convention was divided into two fations, one made up of 
energetic, violent men, who were refolved to have liberty at 
any price. The moft terrible meafures did not affright them; 
they would have facrificed without remorfe the two-thirds 
of the prefent generation, if they had thought that facri- 
fice neceflary. Convinced of the perverfity of the human 
heart, they were perfuaded that their fellow-citizens were 
not ‘capable of making this facrifice to the public good, not 
onl y of the leaft part of their fortune, but eyen of the d dif- 
tinGtions of pride and illufions of vanity 3 ; experience has but 
too well juftiied their fufpicions, it has ‘but too well taught 
us that miftruft is the beginning of wifdom. ‘  Thefe ardent 
and impetuous revolutionifts defpifed as pufillanimous the 
mild and humane conceptions of philofophy, they thought, 
that in order to eftablith a new order of things, it ‘was in- 
difpenfable to proferibe or ftrike without mercy at every 
thing which held to the old. - At the head of the other par- 
ty were men who had borrowed from the ftudy of {cience, 
and, the practi ice of lsevatures thofe mild difpofitions which 
are 
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ate Valaablé in ordinary times, but little fitted to weather 


or mafter the ftorms of a revolution. ‘They thought ‘alfo 
too favourably of their contemporaries: they believed that 
our misfortunes were more the effect of errors than the 
refult of depravity ; and that to make mest in love with Vite 
tue, it was fufficient to prefent it to their view. 

A wide interval exifts between the ftudy of books and the 
commerce of life. The philofopher, in his retreat, creates 
to himfelf an imaginary world, which no more refembles © 
the real world than Elyfum eee. Tartarus. Thefe of 
whom we fpeak, wifhed for a republican government, but 
they fhuddered at the means made ‘ufe of by their oppo- 
nents for obtaining it; they wifhed it with as few calami- 
ties us poflible; they did not believe that it was neceffary to 
facrifice human victims on the Altar of Liberty; they had 
given the people the firft impulfion, and imagined tha\ they 
could dire&t and ftop them at their pleafure ; they did not 
reflet, that ig was much more eafy to raife the paflions 
than pelleain them, to excite infurreCtions than to eftablifh 
order, and that it was not impoflible to fay to a great nati- 
on, after having employed every means of inciting it, as 
the Eternal fays. to the waves of the fea, thus far fhall you 


go, and no farther—-U/gue huc, et non procedes amplits. Mf 


very falfe ideas on that fubject. ‘They with for nothing but 


thefe men could have governed events, the paflage from 
defpotifm to liberty would not have been marked either by 
that afflitive glare. of lightning, or by the fight of fo many 
devaftations. "In finifhing their revolutionary career, they 
might have applauded themfelves like Pericles at the clofe 
of his life, that he had made no perfon wear mourning. But 
they could neither ftop the effufion of blood, nor even fave 
their own heads. 

Between thefe two parties was a crowd, without t energy 
of mind, and ever ready to range themfeives under the 
banner of the triumphant party. Blood flowed like the wa- 
ters of a torrent, they fighed in fecret, but this was all they 
were capable of doing. Their fons, their fathers, their bro« 
thers, might have been facrificed before their eyes, and they 
would have hid themfelves, left their tears fhould betray 
their grief, and awaken the fufpicions of the tyrant. A few 
others, ambitious and ferocious, faw nothing in the Revo- 
ution but means of fortune er celebrity. Reputation has 
charms which feduce all mankind, but moft men entertain 


to 
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- to be fpoken of, and they would purchafe fame at any pricé: 
Unable to become illuftrious, they endeavour to make them- 
fdelyes notorious. The annals of the world tranfmit to us 
. alike the names of ,the- deftroyers and founders of emiires. 
We read of Gengis-kan as well as Romulus. There were 
alfo a few madmen in this collection, who feemed to have 
impofed on themfelves a kind ‘of obligation to violate every 
rule of decency, and whojfe extravagant cynicifm would have 
-excited only pity, if it had not been the mafk of the hypo- 
crite. But anew Socrates would eafily have diftinguifhed 
thefe new Antifthines through the holes in their cloaks. 
‘Phey neverthelefs had their profelytes. Contempt of alf 
form, vulgarity of language and demeanour, were under 
their aufpices the figns of patriotifm. Politenefs, urbanity, 
and refpe€t, were banifhed as remnants of flavery, and in 
“a fhort time we fhould not have yielded in barbarifm to the 
Caffres or the Negroes of Guinea. Amidft thefe philofo- 
phical patriots and fanguinary republicans, thefe ambitious 
dwarfs and thefe extravagant cynicks, arofe one man, who, 
with the narroweft mind and moft limited underftanding, 
fucceeded in eftablifhing the moft horrible and moft incon- 
-ceivable defpotifm that has ever exifted. He had neither 
thofe external advantages which captivate the vulgar, nor 
thofe brilliant qualities which command even the admiration 
of the wife; wich thofe little plans of hypocrify, and thofe 
hittle tricks which a great character difdains, he became the 
“idol of the multitude, incapable of difcerning virtue, and 
eilimating true merit. ‘Che fentiment of his mediccrity 
-made him the enemy of every man of fuperior talents. Ge- 
nius, ability, knowledge, were fo many titles of profcription 
in the eyes of this new Omar, under whofe favage domina- 
tion we witneffed the deftruction of the greater part of thofe 
men who did honour to their country, and whom foreign- 
ers would have envied us. he part which this tribune 
a&ed amongft us is an eternal. fubje&t of opprobrium 
for France. The yoke is much lefs difgraceful, when 
thofe who impofe it have a decided fuperiority of under- 
itanding over us, which it is almoft impoffible to refit; it 
has been thought, that it was neceflary to have great quali- 
ties, in order to commit great crimes. ‘he fcourges of na- 
tions have always prefented themfelves to our’eyes under 
itriking colours. Neverthelefs, in the moral, as in the phy- 
fical world, the malevolent qualities are not always ae ate 
| frioute 
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'. tribute of ftrength. The ferpent, which creeps under the 
gra{s, is more dangerous than the tyger who difplays terrific 
majelty. We fhould have many reproaches to make to na- 
ture, if fuperior talents always, or even often, accompanied 
perverfenefs. ‘This man, to whom pofterity will afign the 
rank which he ought to hold, and will certainly never place 
_amongft thofe whofe fplendid vices excite at once horror 
and admiration, made a complete trial of our cowardice. 
During the fpace of two years, every thing gave way to his 
atrocious will, and he might have continued his favage do- 
mination much longer, if he had not imprudently marked 
out his victims before he facrificed them,. He perifhed : fear 
accomplifhed what patriotifm ought to have effected, he pe+ 
tifhed, and nothing remains of him but the remembrance 
of a crimes, and of the humiliation: with whica he has_ 
covered his country. 

Robefpierre has left us no marked feature to record. Every 
thing about him bore the ftamp of pulillanimity, of a dark, 
diftrufting foul, barbarous conceptions, and infane projects. 
Tt will not be forgotten, that he had the mania of withing 
to create a new religion, and exercife -its ridiculous. fae 
tions. This burlefque fcene, which he defcribed to us as 
the happieft day of his life, did not long leave him very 
pleafant recolle€tions.. He felt, in dying, the jufinefs of 
the application of the title of Cromwell, a much greater 
multitude flocked around his fcaffold than had crowded to 
the altar, when he ere&ted himfelf into the pontiff of the | 
Supreme Being. But it was not fulicient to have overthrown 
_ this favage tyrant, it was neceflary to crufh the faction that 
had clung around him, to reftrain the herd which they 
gained over by their corruption and their flatteries, and 
wref{t from their hands the power which they had exercifed 
as tribunes under him. ‘The means employed were not, as 
experience has proved, calculated according to the rules of 
found policy. In order to cruth demagogical fury, a fatal 
afcendancy was given to the enemies of the republic. ‘Thole 
who defended the Convention in the days of Praireal, 
thought they had laboured for the re-eflablifhment of the 
throne ; ; they hoped, that by crufhing the people, they . 
fhould have been able to crufh the Convention itfelf. 

We foon beheld a cowardly and effeminate fet of young 
men deferting the frontiers, haftening to opprets, nay, af- 
faflinate the patriots, the eldeft friends of liberty; thefe 
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vile Sybarites, on whom the name alone of republic ftruck 
terror, effaced and every where profcribed the figns and em- 
blems of independence. To the fongs of vi€tory they fub- 
ftituted the atrocious cries of vengeance; they prowled 
every where for vitims, and thirfted to: make a hecatomb: 
of the whole mafs of republicans. Such, at léaft, was the 
horrible with which they did not affeet to conceal at? the 
theatres, and in every public place. ‘The whole of the’fouth 
was the fcene of the moft dreadful maffacres. They readily 
conceived, that after facrificing every patriot, the ré-efta- 
blifament of the throne would not be difficult. “In fhort, 
they believed, that the moment was come, andthe confpi-~ 
racy of the 3th Vendemiaire unmatked this faction, which 
had been too much refped¥ed, and in whofe hands arms had 
been indifcreetly placed. ‘The Convention - terminated its 
‘eareer by the mofk important of victories. Te created liber 
ty.at the opening of its feflion, and did not break up with- 
out having faved it. This is what it can oppote to its ene= 
mics and its gain-fayers. 

Prejudice and animofity may blind its contemporaries; 
but poferity will do it juftice. It will be felt, that it was 
not poflible to make a Revolution which gave a fhock to fo 
many pailions and fo many prejudices, without commotions. 
It is not calm and refleCtive wifdom which fits amidft poli~ 

tical tempefts, but enthufiafm, ftrong paffions, and even 
fanatici{m, that ride the whirlwind. ‘The philofopher mourns 
in Glence from amidft his retreat over human valamities, and 
indicates the means by which they may be remedied; but 
ambitious men, greedy of titles or wealth, cannot diveft 
themfelves, at the voice of the fage, of thofe riches or dil= 
tin€tions which they have ufurped. It is not fufficient that 
there are philanthropifts who write, there mutt alfo be -ar- 
dent fpirits who are capable of acting. Private vices often 
affume, indeed, the place of public intereft ;- but wherever 
there are men, we fhall ever behold the weaknéls -of their 
“nature imprinted on their works, and we never ought to 
indulge the flattering hope that the world will ever: ‘be’ ‘go 
verned by eeleftial intelligences. 

Gur Revolution has undoubtedly béen the caife of very 
great eviis, but the paft is no longer in our power, Tet us 
labour for the future, and take advantage of our faults. 
Adverfity ought to be a faithful fource of inftruCtion to na- 
tions as well as to individuals. We have paffed through 

every 
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every trial, we have prefented the piCture of every extrava- 

gance, and of every kind of folly ; but thefe affliGtive fcenes 

have been compenfated by acts which are fitted te do honour 

to human nature. No people have carried their enthufiafm 

for liberty further, or given more proofs of courage and 

of devotednefs ; we fhould have done greater things if we . 
had known how to take advantage of our impetuous and im- 

paffioned character. - Though we have been badly direéted, 

we have refifted all Europe; we have overthrown every 

faction ; and, in fpite of the inconftancy and the lightnefs 

with which we have been reproached, have thewn ourfelves 
firm and obftinate in the defence of our rights. _ It is now 

time to ftop, longer ftorms would make us fofe the fruit of 

our labours. It is time to prefent to Europe the fpectacle 

ef a great republic, formed amidft tempefts, which had 

difplayed at its birth the greateft vigour, and which pro- 

mifes to reach the higheft deftinies. | 


CHAP. XX. 


BONNET-ROUGE. 


THE ftandard of Jacobin perfeGiion! This mdiculous 
drefs was adopted by a foolifh kind of a fellow, a reprefen- 
tative of the people, who wore it conftantly on his head. 
He attempted to {peak one day at the tribune without taking 
off his cap. The. coté droit was angry, upon which he took 
his red cap, and placed it on the built of Marat: this tour 
d’efprit had been whifpered tohim by fome by-ftander. 

The affaflins, who, after having committed their atrocious 
deeds under the name of patriots in 1793, continued their 
crimes after Thermidor under the banners of ex-royalty, 
were defirous of making the bonnet-rouge the French head- 
drefs ; no objection was made to the cap, as the enfign of 
liberty, but a very ftrong one to its colour, the emblem of 
blood. ‘The cap was hoifted at every theatre, and covered 
every head inthe revolutionary committees. Under the in- 
fluence of this red cap, the extravagant conftitution of 1793 
wascompofed. It was the fignal of anarchy, the helmet of _ 
Henriot, the diadem of Chaumette. The Montagnard , 

Votsds ° : “a __ party, 
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party, without abfolutely admitting, or rejecting it, were. 
_ pleated at feeing it worn by their executioners, as an orna-. 
ment which portended nothing gay. 

‘The revolutionary women, “known by the name of furies, 
of the guillotine, paraded through Paris dreffed in this Caps 
and prefented an addrefs to offer 1 to.mount guard, to ferve the. 
artillery while their hufbands went to fight the enemies of 
the republic. This extravagance was applauded with en- 
thufiafm by all the wearers of red caps. 

Chabot, that odious Capuchin, who came one » day to 
the Convention in the filthy drefs of the Sans-culottes, his 
breafl uncovered, his legs naked, in wooden fhoes,' held the 
red cap fhamelefsly i in his hand. It was under his aufpices. 
that the Commune demanded the abrogation of the martial 
Jaw, in order to fubftitute a fyftem of aflafiination, which 

was to mow down without diftinGiion the poor and the rich, 
all who adhered to the principles of juftice and virtue, and 
thereby realife the projet of the famous Marat, in cutting 
off two hundred and‘ifty thoufand heads. 

This Jonnet-rouge was made a kind of banner againft the | 
Federalifts. Federalifm was a fable invented for the purpofe 
of making the imprifoned deputies refponfible for all the 
misfortunes of which news arrived’ every inftant at the 
Convention. A multitude of feétions and of communes 
around Paris marched in proceflion through ‘the hall 
of the Convention, drums beating, and crying out, Vivent 
tes Sansculottes ! Vive le bonnet-rouge ! It was after thefe vo- 
ciferations, that the. Montagnard party decreed that all the 
arrefted deputies fhould be transferred into a national houfe, 
from whence they only came out to go to the feaffold. * | 

A member of the General Revolutionary Council ufed to 

eep in his red cap, and infulted every one who’ ‘did not 
wear it. He was called James Roux, an apoftate prieft, 
who charged himfelf with conducting Louis the XVIth to 
punifhment, inftead of the executioner, who was fatisfied 
to wait for his victim at the fcaffold. He was {till more fe- 
rocious and more incendiary than his colleagues, fo much 
that he even terrified them. He difhonoured the Jonnet- 

rouge; by degrees the moft exaggerated blufhed at this em- 

blem ; it did not difappear altogether, | but remained mixt 
with the three colours. We fee it Rill at ay of the 
theatres. _ 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP. XXI. 


st ere os , ‘i : : : \ A: é 
YHE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. AT THE EVECHE. 


Ir we could for a moment doubt of the a€tive part which 
_ foreigners have taken in our affairs, in fubfidizing feveral 
chiefs of the Jacobins, and forcing the reft into crimes, we 
have only to throw our eyes on the Central Committee of 
the Evéché, which was formed al] at once as by enchant- 
ment, which declared itfelf invefted with illimited powers © 
_ by all the feQtions of Paris, which declared the city in a ftate 
of infurrection, and ordered the barriers to be fhut. 

The greater part of the members of the committee were 
not Frenchmen; amongft them was one Gufman, a Spaniard, 
from whom I gained many confeflions at the time of my 
captivity, and who fo far interefted himfelf in my fate, that 
he wifhed to fave me, in feparating me from my colleagues, 
which I'conftantly refufed. : | Abe 

The Swifs Paché, the Brabanter Duboiffon, the Neuf- 
chatelois Marat, the ex-capuchin Chabot, brother-in law to 
_two Auftrians, fuch were the perfons who named Henriot 
temporary commander of the armed force, and who. gave 
forty fols a day to fuch Sanseculottes as would remain under 
arms. They filled alfo the galleries of the Convention with 
their violent agents. ‘They broke the chains of that. anarchy 
by which they were_at length devoured; and what is molt 
incredible is, that in ftriking thefe blows, in diflolving’ the 
conventional ynion, they wifhed that this diffolution fhould 
have the air'of coming from the Convention itfelf. 

The alarm-bell was in the hands of the committee. Bar- 
rere flattered it with his vile falfehoods, Robefpierre confider- 
ed it as his pedeftal, and we, honeft and enlightened men, it 
was in vain for usta fay te the Convention and the Mountain, 
“¢ It is your heads they are looking after; do not you iee 
“* the ferocious Henriot, he reflects the confpiracies of the 
“¢ foreign cabinets; he holds the lighted match in his hand, 
** with which he is going to fire the cannon againft the na- 
** tional palace. Herauld de Séchelles is a traitor, a perfi- 
‘¢ dious wretch, who is inleague with him.” .The Jacobins, 
blinded, by the hatred and ferocity of their charaGter, pre- 
ferred the defpotifm of Henriot, his hat on his head, and 

Ee : infolence 
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infolence on his brow, to ane virtues of Vergniaud, of Gen- 
fonné, of Barbaroux, of Briffot ; and the fervile inftrument 
of the cruelties of Robefpierre, and Couthon, all made the 


Montagaards the obfequious fatellites of Henriot, exclaiming. 


that the fovereign people were in infurrection. 

The: Mountain therefore approved the conduct of the 
commune, and humbled by the moft infolent audacioufnefs, 
itfelf fanétioned the violence of afew obfcure demagogues, 
and made way for that deluge of evils with which France 
was about to be overwhelmed. | 

Where then was that republican virtue which confifted only 
in murdering republican colleagues, in creating the words of 


federalifm and federalifts, which they taught ‘the tricotenfes, : 


Gifters to the furies of the guillotine, in propagating thofe 
“magical and fanguinary expreffions of which the wretches 
who ufed them were not the dupes, and with which they 
would have thru(t the head of every imprifoned deputy under 


the axe of decemviral tyranny? And let it not be faid that> 


the day of the ninth of ‘Thermidor faved the republican de- 
puties. The feventy-three members, who alone had done 


their duty and protefted againft that anarchy, languithed ftill - 


in prifon for more than four months. And the Parifians, 
who hated every thing that adhered to the republic, ‘did not 
dare to deliver them ; the whole of. the Convention bending 
‘under rhe yoke of fhame and infamy, was forced to recall 
them into the fenate, if I may ufe the expreflion, in Cs of 
itfelf. 
Thy poignard, oh, Tallien ! I thou refervedtt for thy EXECli= 
tioner, but thou couldit not arm thyfelf with i it for the true 
republicans ! thou haft faved thy own head without faving the 
- lives of others! What imported it to thee,. that upright de- 
puties groaned in dungeons! After the criminal indifference 
with which the republican party was conftantly : attacked or 
“menaced, let no one be aftonifhed at the days of Germinal, 
Prairéal, and Vendémiaire ; thefe days would not have taken 
place, if the victorious party of the tenth’ of Auguft had 
performed what juftice and the love of the republic equally 
enjoined ; but hard and frigid egotifm affimilated’ thofe re- 
prefentatives who had not been in peril, ‘to ‘thofe cowards 
oes faved from acommon danger, abandon their neig ghbours, 
becaufe it would coft them a flight effort to. crufh a : band of 
robbers. 
Tallien | thou raifedtt thyfelf as a cowardly flacaeva vifes 
at length when the fire reaches the mattrals ee his bed 5 ee 
aft 
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haf ance adted a part in the tragedy which finifhed the 
reign of Robefpierre, but thou wert not the author of it ; 
and decemviral tyranny and the Montagnards ftrove at that. 
very period to renew thofe {cenes of horror. 


CHAP. XXII. 
THE MEMORABLE WEEK. 


THis is the name given to that hhort {pace of time 
which was marked by events, fuch as have never been feen 
amongit'any people in any country. The imprifonment of 
the eleven French guards, who from their patriotic refufal- 
to fire on the people, .had. incurred the- difgrace of the court, 
induced the people to arm. The officers of thé regiment of 
guards {hook with rage, when they faw thofe brave foldiers 
by down a tight arms. ‘The Sear: aise forced the a 


or pethaps we aight to eonGder eee as de mereft automa- 
ton thar has ever figured in hiftory. After having been 
the puppet of the foreign cabinets, he became the inftru- 
-ment of every fa€tion. One would have thought that it 
was neceflary to commit fome aét of violence ‘on his perfon, 
and carry him feated to the throne, in order that it might be 
faid, that he had afcended it in fpite of himfelf. The worn- 
out fate of his body, no doubt, influenced his mind, fince 
he manifefted at the fame time fo much credulity and care- 
lefine(s, fuffering a faction to act under his name, to which 
perhaps he did not belong, and which, changing its own 
principles, and efpecially divided with refpet to its mem-_ 
bers, did. not fail to cut off the head ofa chief fo inert, who 
had. expended tréafures through avarice, and confidered the. 
diadem as a farm which might be purchafed with money. 
On Sunday, the twelfth day of July, the courtiers walk- 
ed with their heads ere€t in the gallery of Verfailles, they 
{miled with joy at. the idea alone of the approaching def- 
truction of the capital ; the Sunday following they were 
rr re | : humbled, 
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humbled, and whifpered to each other. The king had taken 
the pation cockade, had come to Paris, had paffled under 
the fpear of fteel, that is to fay, under thirty: thoufand pikes 
or fwords held’ acrofs for the length of eight hundred paces. 
‘The courtiers. were confounded at thefe rapid ‘events, and if 
we had kept the king at Paris, demolifhed and razed the 
chateau of Verfailles, as I propofed, never would criminal 
hope have entered into fo. many terrified hearts, who:recover- 
ed from the fhock by degrees, and who regarded the Revolu-, 
tion as a torrent which-had already ceafedto flow. - | 

‘The chateau ‘of Verfailles remaining ftanding, gave- 
courage to all the flaves of the court, amd increafed their 
perfidy ; and as the people are greatly afleted by external 
figns, if the habitation of the kings. had been deftroyed, as 
political forefight enjoined, the monarch and his court would 
have faid that. the infurrection was ferrous and deeifive 3 
_ they would have acted accordingly, and all the blood which 

_has been fpilt would have remained in the veins. of the ge- 
nerous French. 

My propofitron was rejected, becaufe: it was faid, that F 
had: made this motion only to accomplifh a kind of prophecy 
which F had made. refpecting the caftle of -Verfailles when 
I reprefented in a dream, the fhade of Lewis the XIVth 
watering, with the tearsof repentancé, the laft half-broken 
column of his proud and expenfive monument, I will ven- 
ture to fay, that this palace has conftantly fed the hopes of 
the coalefced — powers, hearing that it was carefully kept up 
and preferved in all its former fplendour. The princes had 
made the multitude believe, that the king was oy gone. into 
the country on a hunting party. 

We ought to have ftruck the minds of thé people by this 
mighty deftruction, have fcattered at a diftance the materials 
of this fuperb palace, and have built a city with them ; and 
asa bird of prey, which, after lofing its neft, finds nothing 
to feize on with its dcesdful claws, ‘the court would: have 
faid, We are quite fubducd, Verfailles is mo more ! 

Religion itfelf, when ithas notemple, wanders.about va- 
grant and defolate : 3 what would have been the cafe with 
royalty, when torn from its bafe, infulated, circumf{cribed ? 
¥t would have been forced to have taken’ reft on ‘a pavement 
which was-no longer marble, and under roofs which difplay~ 
ed neither fhow nor magnificence. . 

The chateau of Verfailles was the inveftiture of a great 
king, of a ans proud and powerful ; there ought to be no 
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more .kings proud or powerful ; ; it would have been wife 
therefore, in fuch fingular circumftances, to have heard the 
voice of meditation, penetrated with -the ftrong conviction 
of the real: danger of leaving a chateau ftanding, the centre 
of. every political operation, the name of which, both far and 
- mear, excited ideas altogether difcordant aah an order of 
things fo new, and which’ became neceflarily ey com- 
manding, or of no importance. 

It was the impetuous vehemence of the people which pro- 
duced all thefe mighty occurrences ; amongft the wounded 
were many of feventy years old,. arid children of twelve. In 
two days time the city had affamed all the air of an immenfe 
garrifoned town. ‘We only touched the walls and they fell 
down. Great pieces of artillery were borne away from the 
Invalids as by enchantment ; and, without having been taught, 
every one knew how to exercife and handle arms. 


cH AP. XXUL 
“NATIONAL GUARD. | 


“Tuis creation was a miracle, idl is a gicee that men n effedt 
always. more by their will than by their underfkanding ; 5 and 
that ‘in. great revolutions, it is not tefleCtion that pre edomi- " 
nates, but energy. 

Had all the kings of France, one cr the other, un- 
dertaken the aftonifhing creation of this national guard, not. 
only would they have failed in their projects, t but they would 
infallibly have perifhed in the attempt. {t was the burft of a 

great people, who were refolved to be no longer the fubjects 
of arbitrary. power. The old regime was abolithed from 
that very. day 3. and it appeared evident to every refleing 
mind, ‘that: royalty could ‘no longer amalgate itfelf with a 
dozen capitals, fuddenly inflamed with the fame fire of li- 
berty, and ready to thed their blood to repel and crufh for 
ever that infupportable oppreffion, which: had made them 
groan for fo many ages. — 

That courage was the prelude to the viGtories which in 
Germany, : and efpecially in Italy, have decided that the 

- French 
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French nation was made to govern itfelf. Had we been go= 
-verned by an Henry the Fourth, Lewis the Fourteenth, and 
Charlemagne, the explofion once having taken place, it 
was in the power neither of the valour nor the genius of 
thefe princes to pave {topped its violence or eegraded 1 its 
majefty. 

The royal authority was truly vilified by dhe hiftory of the 
necklace; but here the monarch was fubdued in the fame 
manner as if Charles the Ninth had been arrefted when 
ready to fire on his fubjeéts. Every Parifian faw the blun- 
derbufs cocked at Verfailles. The general cry, and it muft 
have been heard to feel what it was, called for the over- 
throw of the throne x it was impoflible for the greateft pol- 
troon not to jom in the terrible ery; all enlifted, even the 
poet, and the queftion that day was the giving up the king, 
as in religious revolutions a eat of Europe had give enup the 

Ope. | 

: If | it was with the éftablithment of permanent armies that 
fervitude began, the neceflity of re-creating a citizen militia 
was readily felt, 1 in order to’ prévent the princes from here- 
after coming to triumph by force. But what is inconceiv- 
able is, that the National Guard was the work of the twink- 
ling of am eye; there was neither plan, project, nor deter- 
mination.. We cried out, ‘“‘ Every Parifian is a foldier,” 
and France repeated, ‘¢ Every Frenchman will take arms, 

The enemy of liberty foon corrupted this inftitution with 
uniforms; caps, amd epaulets, and eftablithed thofe. diftinidti- 
ons for ever dear to hirelings, who fly under the command 
of a fingle individual to fight againft the country. They 
wifhed to feparate the National Guard from the Nation it- 
_felf, and the proje@ of La Fayette feemed to be that of 
putting it immediately under the orders of a. commander 
tacitly devoted to the king. But every defpot isthe eternal 
enemy of the liberty of the people, and the National Guard 
was armed only for the defence of the national fovereignty. 

Thefe external ornaments infpired fome pride, and gave a 
tone of arrogance to a few filly individuals ; bue they bound 
the wealthy citizen to the clafs of the poor, and the mof 
ludicrous vanity became the inftrament, without ‘Knowing i ity 
of the fpirit of a free people. | 
The lion is terrible and cowardly at ‘the fame time 5. if he 
| miffes the prey upon which he leaps, he walks off afhamed, 
aud never attacks in front ; he refembles the defpot 5 ; Lewis 
the XVIth was. like the lion. 

CHAP, 
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‘CHAP. XXIV. 
SECURITY. | 


Ware the- Pruffians were in n Champagne, and whee Du» 
mourier had flattered himfelf that he could penetrate as. far 
as Paris, with the defign of depofing the Convention, one 
might have conchided that thefe things would have excited a 
general alarm. Onthe contrary, the theatres were ds bril- 
jiant asever, and the coffee-houfes filled as ufual with newf- 
mongers. “The haughty menaces of the enemy never reach~ 
ed our ears, nor did we form the leaft.idea of their fangui- 
nary hopes. 

The capital, whether from its mafs, or iby a confcioufnefs 
of its force, has always thought itfelf inaffailable, fheltered 
from the fortune of war, and fitted to {trike terror into its 
enemies. ‘They laughed at the idea of a plan of defence, as 
a thing | abfolutely, ufelefs, as no one would ever venture to 
attack the great city. 

. This ftoicifm was one of the greateft ramparts of liberty. 
Was j it the effect of ignorance, or from having loft ina calm 
of more than an hundred and fifty years, allidea of war? 

. The people were never greatly intimidated, neither by the 
‘report of the bedy-guards, in which Antoinette was painted 
under, the name of the tygrefs of Germany, holding the. 
Dauphin i in her arms, and inftigating to hoftilities; nor by 
the flight of the king, which feemed a “diffolution of the go- 
-vernment, nor .by the taking of Verdun, nor by the mani- 
feftces of all the kings of Europe. ft was impoffible to in- 
troduce, the. terror of an enemy amongft them, and the 
people never would have known what terror was, but for 
the decemviral tyranny, which did more harm to liberty and 
the country.than all the armies of Pitt and Cobourg. 

Thefe two names, from: the habit of repeating them, be- 
‘came terms of ridicule ; we muft have been witneffes of this 
impofhbility to have believed it. Whilft through all Europe 
it was faid,, * It is all over with Paris : were it the loweft of 
“¢ the Bourbons, they would put him on the throne,” the 

people who had earried off the cannon from the Invalids, 
ane forty thoufand mufquets in three hours’ time, neither 
conceived 
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conceived nor imagined the poffibility of danger. They fet 
themfelves to adore Marat, to exalt Robefpierre, to believe in 
Chaumette ; and the Dumouriers, the Cuftines, the Dam- 
pierres, the Bournonvilles, the Ke!lermanns, whether they 
were traitors, or faithful to the: public caufe, infpired neither 
‘fear nor inquietude ; they faw with fang froid the execution 
of arevolutionary tribunal, and {trong in the cail upon the 
people for three hundred thoufand .men_ neceflary to com- 
plete the armies of the republic 5 3 they continued to ge 
quietly to the opera, and the curtain rofe exaétly at the fame- 
hour, whether they cut off fixty heads, or only thirty. 


CHAP. XXV¥. 
“COMMUNE OF PARIS. 


Ir is difficult to explain how that tremendous authority of 
Commune of Paris came to be formed, which was fo 
often denounced and attacked by the Gironde ; a. flock of 
women, forming a private affociation, which they entitled 
Fraternal Society, paraded throughout the fireets with a 
banner at their head, inviting the people to go with them to 
the Abbey-prifon, and releafe their upright magiftrate. When 
Hebert, was arrefted, the Commune became a power which 
erected itfelf on a fudden: ‘Lhe Jacobins made a National 
Affembly of it, and it wasin vaid to bring any evidence of 
this act of treachery and treafon, the Sicaires fitting at- the 
Hotel de Ville, having on their fide the coryphees of the 
party, in oppofition to the Gironde party, faid to the Parifians, 
c Kall, my friends, kill, imprifon, for Collot d’Herbois is 
_& yefolved to fire the alarm-guné, and veil the ftatue of Li- 
‘*-berty.”” We faw the Parifians fupporting this infernal 
afflembly, this cavern of anarchifts and robbers become the 
defenders of all fuch as were unwilling to render an account 
of the riches which fell under their gripe on the fecond of 
‘September, and it was neceflary, in order to effe& the total 
‘diffolution of the national reprefentation, to annihilate the 
Gironde. 


The 
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' The fpirit of Paris was at that time to render the Com- 
mune independent of every other kind of power, to make 
it the centre of dominion, and the fovereign’ of the republic 5 
this idea blinded the Parifians. ‘The mafs of the populace 
took the afcendancy, and put itfelf in a ftate of vigilance; 
Chaumette became their king; and this little man, who 
had been a cabin boy, and afterwards a man of letters, who 
wrote me three epiftkes.to obtain the place of :{choolmafter, 
and was rejected as a hog of the monkith ftye, now rivalled - 
Robefpiérre,. and would have: overthrown him, but for a 
violent meafuré which he ventured to take, and which over- 
fet himfelf. The Spaniard Gufman was his minifter, and 
he owned to mein the prifon of the Force, and_ before wit- 
neffes, that the infurre€tion of the 31ft of May, and the fol- 
lowing days had been directed by the commune againit the 
whole of the national reprefentation, and that it was their 
project to have fwept away at the fame time the chiefs of 
the Jaccbins, Robefpierre, Marat, and the - Girondifts. — 
‘The commune had intended to ufurp all authority. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


SECTIONS. 


History will be embarraffed to defcribe the infolent im- 
precations of a crowd of energumenes, who, :in-the fec- 
tions, were loud in their cries for diforder and extermina- 
tion; they formed the coun] of the commune, in which 
every thing which. extravagance or depravity could imagine 
moft vile-and moft atrocious, was uttered every day againft | 
fuch of the citizens of Paris.as had any degree of affluence. 
They fometimes, threw chairs at each others’ heads, but 
never came .to a pitched battle. Thefe wretches, after a 
fhort difcuffion, united their forces to make the commune 
triumph over the. Convention; all their cabals tended to 
perpetuate. their. revolutionary atrocities. Petitions were 
prefented.from thefe cabals, fo abfurd, and at the fame 
time fo -feditious,. that If{nard, Prefident of the Convention, - 
wearied and harafled with the clamours of thefe eee 

eclare 
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declared in the name of France, “ that if ever any attentpt 
“© was made on the inviolability of the Convention, amidft 
<< the citizens of Paris, the traveller would come fome day 
<¢ tg feek on the borders of the Seine, the place where the 
“© city had once ftood.” The cry which the whole band of 
the confpirators raifed at this energetic expreflion is not to 
be defcribed ; nothing was heard in Paris but thefe words: 
‘s The National Convention is going to deftroy the capital.” 
The Jacobins feemed to fhare the fury of the feCtionaries. 
Hebert became an fuper-excellent patriot, an upright. magif- 
trate, and Marat’s crown of. glory fhone with redoubled 
Juftre. The Commifhon of Twelve was diffolved, and this 
diffolution became the fignal of complete anarchy. ‘The 
Minifter for home affairs, Garat,. ranged himfelf on the fide 
of thefe villains, afirmed that every thing was in a ftate of 
tranquillity, and that no confpiracy exifted, while all their 
poignards were fharpened! Hebert, one of the chiefs, had. 
been fetat liberty: this was a real triumph for this feditious 
‘aflembly, and the certain prefage of the death or profcrip- 
tion of their enemies. On his arrival, the populace co- 
vered him with crowns and civic palms, which he modeftly 
placed on the bufts of Jean Jacques Rouffeau and Brutus, 
which ftood in this temple of impure demagogy. Thus, 
for having arrefted three or four turbulent confpirators, the 
Commiffion of Twelve was loaded with’ opprobrium, the 
greater part of its members were dragged to the fcaffold, 
and others efcaped death only by hiding themfelves in ca- 
verns and woods, or flying into foreign countries. The 
Revolution of the 31 of May was made to avenge a horde 
of affaffins. ae ao 
Amongft the audacious commiffaries of fections,. we con- 
{tantly found three or four foreigners, and as many {windlers, 
always ready with motions to declare Paris in a ftate of in- 
furre€tion againft tyranny. Thefe commiffaries, even till 
the rith Vendemiaire, declared that the people were wea- 
ried with the flavery under which they were held, and that 
they were commiffioned to manifeft their fovereign will. 
Reprefent to yourfelves. at thefe different epochas the 
citizens affrighted, when they heard the drum beat to arms, 
and the alarm-bell ringing, getting up, and running out to 
know what the tumult meant, learning nothing, marching 
in arms from different quarters, furrounding the Convention 
with thirty or forty thoufand men, ignorant for the moft 
part why they were affembled together. a | 
ee & | We 


NEW PICTURE OF PARTS. Gt 


‘We have feen the whole city of Paris under arms, with- 
out knowing for what reafon; men in municipal fcarfs 
running. ‘through the fuburbs, and inviting ‘them to march 
in the name of the fovereign people. A Henriot ordered 
the cannon to be dragged from all points, and towards all 
points, the cannons were ‘dragged forw ratrds, then back- 
wards, then dragged out again the next day, after which 
the Mountain-party, bellowing and fhouting, decreed that 
‘the Sections of Paris had deferved well of the country. 

. The tranfactions of that day was a wretched kind of force, 
but proved a fruitlefs fcene of moft terrible calamities to 
the whole of France: 

The inhabitants of a city fo immenfe as Paris called to 
arms, furnifhed the commune with the means of invading 
every authority. ‘After having made the attempt, it affumed, 
to the ‘great aftonith nent of all, a formidable power: the 
Montagnards then became the adherents of the council of 
the commune, as they - had become Jacobins. They entered 


_ the Convention only to betray and deftroy it, and what was 


{till worfe, to defame it; for they had forced the Convention 
itfelfto make the eulogium of the day of the 31ft of May, 
fo that the ‘departments, continually deceived, were per- 
feQtly ignorant ‘of what ‘was pafling at Paris. ‘The Com- 
mune of Paris was the authority \ which made and executed 
the laws. 
 Thave feen the eects of the Colisention fix times in- 

vefted by the military force. I have féen the volunteers 
deftined for Vendée, who were brought back exprefsly for 
this expedition, turn their arms againft the reprefentatives 
of the people; and the citizens of Paris, who came to 
defend them, placed in'the ‘rear, abfolutely ignorant of what 
was pafling i in the interior of the hall or around it, and on 
the point of - being maffacred themfelves if they » were not 


- ready to commit’a.maflacre. 


From the ‘night of the roth of March; 17933 to the 
13th of Vendemiaire, it was openly declared, that to reftore 
perfe&t order, a certain number of deputies’ heads mult be 


cut off, and carried in‘triumph through the ftreets. As a 


preliminary to thefe affaffinations, the feditious threw out the 
moft atrocious calumnies againft the national reprefentation ; : 
the Fauxbourgs t turned out armies, and what was moft pain- 
ful to the mind, was the utter ignorance which prevailed 
éoncerning the difpofitions and the fentiments of thefe hordes 
fuddenly armed, and filently menacing. 7 


CHAP. 


62 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


CHAP. XXVIII. . 
‘DISTRICT OF THE CORDELIERS, 


It was in the Difttia a the Cordeliers, oe Danton, 
loaded with debt, and under fentence of arreft, fowed, fof- 
tered, and raifed the abundant harvelt of revolutionary 
crimes. His worthy colleague, Marat, had two or three 
fentences of arreft againft him iffued by the Chatelet. The 
firft act of demagogy, which opened the door to every 
other was that which Danton directed, by arming the whole 
diftrit to defend the perfon of Marat. Without the pru- 
dence of La EO as who was willing to huth the matter, 
civil war would have been declared. From that day, the 
anarchifts gained the afcendancy, and it was this Danton who 
was Minifter of Juftice ! He had partifans, who were attach- 
ed to him becaufe he was, as they faid, lefs fanguinary than 
-Robefpierre: this was his whole ‘eulogium. Nature had 
formed him to he an haranguer of the mob, to thunder 
from a bench in a crofs road. ‘He was endowed with the 
eloquence of a porter, and poffefled the logic of a robber. 
This hackney attorney was ceputy of Paris. The 31ft of 
May he prowled radiant with joy around the Convention. I 
met him, and fa: id to him, * You are ruining the republic 
‘©and France.” He, called me ironically the enragé. I 
anfwered him, * Lam fufficiently acquainted with hiftory 
to know that you are ignorant of what you are doing.” I 
faid almoft as much to the Minifter Garat, who was become, 
from ‘weaknefs or fear, the adherent of the diforganizing 
partys whilft he made war on the Gironde, where exifted 
virtues, talents, eloquence, but not enough of that energy 
- neceflary to exert again daring : men eyer ready tor the com- 
miffion of crimes. 

"When we refle& that the Bivieus Jacobins, not thinking 
themfelves fufficiently perfe&t, went to form.themfelves at 
the diftri€t of the Cordeliers, that Chaumette, Hebert, Cha- 
bot, Bazire, Fabre d’Eglantine, became the valets of Danton, 
as Couthon and St. Jult were thofe of Robefpierre, we 
know not whether molt to wonder at, the infolence of fome, 
or the flupidity of others. 

During 
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Durin g that long-reign of crime and folly, Paris was afleep, 
and fuffered itfelf to fall into the abyis of the moft difguft- 
ing Jacobinifm. The diftri€t of the Cordeliers gained the 
afcendancy i in ferocious ftupidity. The Carriers, the Le- 
bons, the Collot d’Herbois furpaffed the demagogical Jaco- 
bins in ignorance and cruelty. Herault de Sechelles who 
was Prefident of the Convention on the day when it was. 
befieged. by the commune and its fatellites, feconded by 
heads revolutionarily exaggerated, was in intelligence with 
Henriot fo far as to parade his colleagues around the garden 
. the Tuilleries, as if to prefent a fairer mark to the de- 

ftroyers.of the found ‘part of the Convention; and when it. 
was faved by one of thofe miracles which have fince been 
renewed, he led them back to the place of their fittings, 
in: confecrating this cherifhed legend of Montaigne, “ the 
<< force of reafon and the force of the people are the fame 
« thing?’ The diftri€ of the Cordeliers formed the decree 
of the conftitution of 1793, that anarchical code fo dear to’ 
all the accomplices of Danton. Thus all the Cordeliers, 
{till greater anarchifts than the Jacobins, were averfe to fee. 
- any.term to the revolutionary commotion, but were defirous 
of communicating it to the following as well as to the pre- 
fent generation. ° 


CHAP. XXVIL 


THE HAND OF BRONZE. 


‘Fats hand. aviended like that of a Rese Emperor, 
and which figured in_a_ public {quare, the hand of the 

tatue of Louis the KVth. Where can it be found -at 
prefent ? O ftrangenefs of deftiny, or rather decree of 
eternal juftice ! It is the prifoner La Tude, detained thirty- 
five years in. ftate prifons, who is now in poflefion of 
this hand of bronze, the original. of which had figned the 
order of his long ‘captivity. 

‘There is nothing more aftonithing than the famous Jad~ 
der. which formed his efcape from his prifons of the Baf- 
tille. Tio make a ladder ‘more than three hundred feet 
in jength,. to de! {cend it from a height of more than two 

hundred 
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hundred feet acrofs walls of fifteen feet thick, to efcape, 
be re-taken, and be again delivered by the thiracle’ of 
the 14th of July! If every man has not his deftiny, how 
explain the patience, the courage, the’ good fortune of 
‘Henry Mafféres de la-Tude ? The foot of this fame equef- 
trian ftatue is depofited in the mufeum of French monu- 
ments—this is all that remains of three dynafties!— = 
The day that thefe ftatues of kings were thrown down, 
I beheld the multitude in a fingular kind of aftonifhment 
at finding that all thefe bronzes were not maffive, and that 
the flanks of the horfe were fcarcely thicker than a piece of 
three livres, as they had promifed themfelves an almoft in- 
finite coinage of fix liard-pieces, they felt fome difpleafure 
at being difappointed. ** What,” faid they, ‘ was it fo 
“‘ hollow ?”—-Yes, every thing was hollow, both power and 


fratue! 


eae omer 


FUNERAL OF MICHAEL LEPELLETIER. 


He had confcientioufly voted the death of the king 5 and 
an ancient body-guard, who had been looking for the Duke: 
of Orleans, with the intention of ftabbing him, and mak- 
ing him ferve as a companion to the great victim, not 
finding him, entered an eating-houfe, and hearing that there 
wis a reprefentative prefent who had alfo voted the death 
of the king, he fuffered for the Duke of Orleans. The 
body-guard drew out from beneath his cloak a large clafp 
knife, with which he opened his fide, and after the blow 
made his efcape. It may perhaps'be known at fome future 
day what prepared and determined this f{trange affaflination. 
The man, as he was expiring, was. faid to‘ havé uttered 
certain words which in'fa@t he never pronounced. * 
' A faneral pomp was ordered in honour of Michaek Le- 
pelletier. This ceremony wore a character extremely re- 
markable. They placed the corpfe on the ruined bafe of 
the equeftrian ftatue of Louis X{Vth in the Place Vendome. 
Elis funeral oration was there pronounced by a voice which 


Py 


was Henne on every roof. It was very cold weather. The 
body of Lepelletier, naked, livid, and bloody, difclofing 
the large wound which it had received, was borne on a 
kind of litter, and. paraded flowly by a very long circuit, 
attended by the Convention. as well as by the Jacobin & 50~ 
ciety. hefe laft had their banner, -and by its fide another 
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of their own invention, which had for its flag the fhirt, 


the waiftcoat, and above all, the breeches of Lepelletier, = 
dropping with blood. Every one might fee the dead ma 


i 


who, having been the judge of Louis the XVIth, rereceaed 
him to the tomb. 

It was a {pectacle fitted to ee ftrong impreflions, 
and what was hideous in the ceremony itfelf, difappeared 
before the terrible images which it prefented tothe imagi-. 
nation. The brother of the perfon affaffinated Ied the 
march. Several Montagnards, identifying themfelves with - 
him whom they were conducting to the Pantheon, ex- 
claimed, ‘ This will be our lot: this.is what we hall gain 
“* by founding a republic.” They fpoke of an unhappy 
orphan, who was heirefs to a fortune of four or five hun- 
dred thoufand livres a year. Funeral eul:.grums were pro- 
fufely fcattered over Michael Lepelletier. All the women 
had frightful dreams after this ceremony, and never was a 
dead man faluted:. wrth {fo many looks, or attended with fo 
many reflections, 

The daughter of Michael Lepelletier became the adopted 
child of the nation, and it is on her account that a law of 
the Roman republic forms part of the code of the French 
republic. 

Under pretence of. fearching for the garde du corps, 
Paris, the Palais-Royal was furrcunded fome days after by 
ten thoufand men. No perfon there could go out without 
pafling in review before the guard, and exhibiting a card of 
furety to an .officer of the police. This perfecution of a 
kind hitherto unknown having fucceeded pretty well, was 
repeated fo often, that the Parifians confidered it afterwards - 
only as akind of amufement. _ 

At prefent, we regard. as a fable all that has been rece 
with refpeét to the arreft and the pretended death of the 
aflaffin of Lepel letier, , 


Vou. 1. a CHAP, 
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CILAP. KR. 


Vi 


DOME OF THE PANTHEON. 


Av the name alone of the. pyramids of Egypt, ¢ of ‘tes 
Temple of Minerva at: Athens, of the Colifeum of the 
Amphitheatre at Rome, of the fquared houfe at Nifmes,. 
of thele magaifcent and ruined aqueducts, of thefe fuperb 
roads now broken up, attention is) awakened, imagination: 
tranfports us back to thofe times in which they were ton-. 
ftructed, and modern edifices fink into nothing. W hy are 
ancient monuments, whofe broken columns are fcattered up 
and down, more interefting to the eye of imagination than 
when they fubfifted in all their frefhnefs : ? Why do the 
‘ruins which furround them feem to imprefs us withla 
more ftriking charaGter of majefty ¢ It is. thus, without 
doubt, and I ‘atk pardon of architeéture and ‘the fhade of 
Souffot—it is in this manner that the dome of the Pan- 
theon will, when crumbled into ruins, be far more pictu- 
refque than the Pantheon in its, prefent, ftate.. The ama- 
teurs will fhudder at my affertion, and will cry out Vanda-. 

lifm. The philofopher will underftand and appreciate it, 
But after ail thefe pyramids, thefe antique temples, that: 
St. Peter of Rome, that St. Paul of London—What were 
they but monuments of human weaknefs? What are the 
loftieft domes, the moft elevated vaults, to the eyes of: the 
obferver who has paffed under the arched rocks of the 
Alps, who has contemplated with refpe@fal aftonifhment 
thote rocks, now piled majeftically on each other, now 
plac ed irregularly by the hand of nature? And what is the 
interior of “thofe edifices fo vaunted, by the fide of thoie 
tremendous caverns which have been dug by rivers in the 
fides. of mountains, and whofe enttatice, in {pite ‘of my 
ardent curiofity, is interdicted me by a fentiment of 
terror? | : 
Poor little Pantheon by the fide of Mount St. Gothard } 
Since [ have heard of its tate of decay, I wifhed to make 
it a wifit. Ethrew myfelf into tie ftair-cafe of the edifice 
acrofs the ladders, the duit of plaifter, hammers, long 
faws, and moving featfolds, fufpended by whitened ropes. 
. The 
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The voice of the workmen echoed aiong-the roofs; the 
leaf found was reverberated, the leaft motion which 1 
heard around me, feemed to thunder the approaching fall 
of the edifice, and for once I figured myfelf buried in the 
Pantheon without trial or fentence. The prediction of Patte 
would then have been fulfilled, and the Greek, Egyptian, 
and Roman, would laugh at the French architects. Re- 
fuming immediately the attitude and courage of an obfer- 
ver, | mounted, defcended,; examined, and this enormous 
mais refting on flight fupporters which menaced ruin, brought 
to my recollection the dome of St. Peter, and led me to 
{mile at that hazardous daring art which eres cupolas with 
fo much dificulty and expence, and fo little fecurity. I 
compared thofe two monuments, of which one already an- 
cient is {till folid, and the other, which is not yet finifhed,. 
is threatened with approaching ruin. In fhort, when. we 
contemplate the Pantheon at which men have laboured dur= 
ing half a céntury, and which, after having wafted the 
lives of fuch multitudes, is {till imperfeQt, and without a 
pofability of lodging any—we fee, methinks, a houfe of 
cards, which grown-up children are conftructing, to be 
thrown down by the firft blaft,; and which will perhaps be 
finer than ever on account of its fall. O weaknefs of man! 
Fie del ights himfelf in magnificent and ufelefs labours ! he 
is the archite& of ruins! | 

A tribe of phyficians fitting by the bedfide ‘of a patient, 
aflert, itis the kidney, the liver, the. {tomach, the lungs, 
- which ate affe&ted; fo the architecis exclaim, The evil is 
here.—No ; it is there—the legs are good, but the verte- 
bre are decayed. Every oné protrudes his projeét as the 
infallible remedy, without which the deftruction of the dome 
_ becomes general, the fall certain, and confequently that of 
ail the reft of the monument. . 

In going out of the dome, I felt the fame pleafure as. 
failors and warriors feel after ftorms and battles, that of 
finding myfelf alive. And why did I go to. infpe& the 
edifice ? Why: ? Becaufe I was told there was danger. Sin- 
gular caprice of the human imagination! The life of a 
failor is more tumultuous than ours, and is therefore agree- 
able to a feaman. An uniform life is an. unhappy one. 
Tofled up and down by revolutionary tempefts for a long 
time under the axe: of the executioner, my life was full 
and laborious 5 I felt more the value of my exiftence. 
4 -*F Z After 
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After thefe fcenes of agitation, having landed: from the: 
‘weftel, which, borne on the flormy waves, threatened every 
day to make fhipwreck againft furrounding rocks, Iam afraid 
of ‘growing liftlefss if Edo not go now and then in fearcl: 
of dangers under the tottering dome-of the Pantheon. 


CHAP. XXXL 


THE KING OF MSOC: 


_ Yas Paris of Robefpicrre was no longer that of cane 
the’ XIVth, ‘Louis the XVth, or even of Louis the XVIth. 
» At the palace of the negro King of Macoco, they kill 
every day two hundred men for the mouth of the fovercign. 
Amongft us, a civilized people, men were killed galy for 
an opinion. 

* The archbifhop had fallen from the top of his cathedral, 
the noble from the top of his fortrefs, the king from. the 
pinnacle of his throne, the academician from his two-armed 
chair. La Harpe, who was not ‘much hurt, cried an 
hundred times louder than the reft, but he® made all this. 
noife only after the fall of the decemviral tyranny. To 
hear his long’ and wailing Jamentations, one would think 
that he alone had. been in prifon. | 

A prifoner, of as much importance as bimfetf, faid, cy 
« fhall not complain; I willlive ; it is agreeable to me to 
“live, that I may leave my innocence time to unveil itfelf 5 
é¢ but [ fhould have had the courage to live, though branded 
“ with difgrace, becaufe my honcur did not depend on the 
« vain caprice of tyrants, becaufe I fhould have made my 
‘‘ misfortunes ufeful by ftudying the’ hearts of the men 
«¢ who had caufed them, and that tranquil in virtue, I fhould 
“< have oppoled my confcience to the clamours of a 1 deluded 
& multitude.” 
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CHAP. XXXII 
THE INSURRECTION: 


| La Marquife—( Ringing. } 
| ‘Tingle ! Tingle ! ; 
‘ | , Marton. 
Madame calls! 

La Marquife 
Allons, Marton! Iam going to rife: 


Marton. 
Yes, I am coming. 
La Marquifes 
What is the news, my dear? 
. "Marton. 


69 


Madam, an infurretion is announced for thi morning, 


| La Marquife. | 
What a tale ! they faid it was over. 
' Marton. 


They talk of carnage, of deftru€tion, and of rape, which 


is ftill more. 


La Mar: “quife. 


- stiti worle; Mar rton, that is as you think, for in fhort if 


we muft— . 
Marton. 


Alas! I hear every where that the wretches will maflacre 
the women, and thofe, they tell me, who fhall be to their 


tafte, unfortunate objects of their infamous defigns. 


La Marquife—( Very brifkly: ) 


I fhall die! make hafte and drefs me then—fince they 
infule us, and kill us. Allons, Marton! my rouge.—O 
heavens ! Yellow—out of fpirits—I am frighttul—they will 


kill me ! 


CHAP. XXXII. 


UNCLOISTERED NUNS. 


~ 


A young and pretty nun coming out of her convent, by 


virtue of the aveiee of the National Affembly, and going 


Into | 
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into a hackney coach, faid to herfelf; <* If -we are not en. 
*¢ joined to unite ourfelves to other religious houfes, like the -: 
6 monks our brethren, at leaft that is not forbidden us—: 
** Go on, coachman, to the Carmes of the » ‘Place-Mau- 
« bert.” | 
No re-entranee for sponded fifters who Rive! gone out, : 
and whom repentance. or neceflity might bring back to the 
fheep-fold ; fuch is the tupreme and irrevocable decree figned 
by the Se mpiternelles, and underneath by the /eurs ‘Cot 
werfes. 
How many tears did this fentence coft the young mother 
St. Agatha, who unhappily had .been more in a hurry to 
enjoy her liberty than her penfion ! Without fortune, with- 
out friends, without any other relations than a very pious 
aunt, who had promifed to receive her, and who had dif- 
avowed her; what will become of her? What has -hap- 
pened to many others in fimilar fituations ? No, fhe has 
beer faved, and there fhe is who, in full poffetion of her 
virtue and honour, paffed from the convent into one of 
our corps-dée-garde. Do not be alarmed, the only queftion 
as about a diftrid’ where, fhe could be courteoufly re- 
see and im which, in fpite of the anathema of her mild 
fifterhood, fhe is refpe€ifully lodged, fed, and clothed. It 
is pretended, even that our grenadiers forhore {wearing in 
her prefence 
When, the decree which’ was’ to uncloifter the sik 
began to be talked about, fix nuns of the Ave-Maria were 
condemned to eat their rice with an ear-picker, for hav- 
ing chatted a little freely on the poflibility of the fuppreffion 
of the monatftic orders. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
DAYS oF THE 21th oF JUNE AND Ioth oF auGusT 1792. 


Wauewn the artful La Fayette, favoured the flight of 
Louis XVIth, and expofed him on his return to Paris to 
the hiffes cf an indignant people, it was becaufe he had 
founded on that bold ftroke the project of a republic. The 


= events. 
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events wideh followed this diametal flight confirm the af- 
fertion. From that period, indeed, the Orleans faction 
demanded with loud cries the dethronement of the king, 
and giving fall wing to the licence of the prefs, the king 


of the French was fpoken of under no other title than es 


“of a ftupid hog. 

he people, deluded by ‘the (inoue writings and dif- 
courfes which were paid for by the. leaders of this fame 
faction, afhamed of doing obedience to a degraded chief, 
plunged in the mire, confidered him merely as a piece of 
meéchanifm ufelefs in carrying on the government, efpeci~ 
ally fince there exifted a National Affembly. 

It was under thefe circumftances tha: the firk conftitu- 
tion made its appearance. ‘The king, then a prifoner, and 
to whom it reftored a part of his primitive authority, ac- 
cepted it. But ftill miftrufting his ftrength under this pow 
erful buckler, he furrounded himfelf only with nobles who 
were confpirators," and priefts who were fanatics, who 
formed that obftinate party of oppofition, the end of which 
_ was to- pally the will of the nation, and fuffer the 1 new laws 
to expire on paper. 

_ This infolent refiftance, this continued contempt of the 
rights of a people enthufiaftic for liberty, France, furrounded 
‘on all fides'by foreign troops, the feene of poignards, with 
Vipers’ tongues at the chateau of the Cuillertes, the confti= 
tutional oaths abjured by the priefts, the perfidious fuggef 
tions of the Bithops to deter the kiag from receiving the 
-pafcal communion from the hands of a confitutional prieit, 

the indignation of his fubjects, witneffes of all thefe atroci- 
ties, fuch were the. principal caufes which precipitated the 
tempef on his head, and on thole of his fallacious ad- 
vilers. : 

The chiefs of the turbulent party, among tt whom were 
Marat and Freron, took advantage of thefe firft crimes and 
infraCtions of the law, to encourage the confpirators in 
their projects. By means of their periodical incendiary 
‘papers, they forged quarrels between the citizens and the 
new fatellites of the king 5 a dexterous mode, by which they 
provoked the difmiffion of his guard, and g gave him without 

defence to the infults ef the populace. 
‘The Tuilleries from that time became the chief place of 
‘yendezvous of the murdering apprentices, where they went 
to ftudy under the direGtion of the Duke of Orleans, the | 


parts ef his great tragedy. eo 
On 
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On the other fide, the crow of the cock, a royalift pla- 
card of the deputy André, made every head giddy. ‘The 
multitude, faw juftice and reafon in the. maxims only. .of 
Draweanfir Marat. | 

“Hence took place quarrels about opinions, divifions among 
old friends, difcord hovered over Paris and the provinces, 
every day there were diforders to reprefs, crimes to panifh ; 
every day the prieft was infulted at the altar; the tie: of 
religion was broken, terror and miftruft infenfibly gained 
poffeficn of every mind. ‘The creation of . paper-money 
increafed the alarm, fortified the hope of the execrable..au- 
thors of the treaty of famine, fince executed, and. prolonged 
with equal cunning and barbarity. 


CHAP, XXXV. 


DAY OF THE 21{ OF JUNE 1792. _ 

At length came the 21ft of June 1792. The 20th of 
June 1791, the Parifian was calm and magnanimous ; how ~ 
different from himfelf at this fourth epocha of the Revolu- 
tion | LO | 

As terrible as on the day when they marched under the 
command of La Fayette to feck the king at Verfailles, they 
marched under the banners of the Fauxbourgs to the Chateau 
of the Tuilleries. The threatening diverfity of ‘their arms 
marked the turn of each chara@ter, and its barbarous in- 
duftry. One might have imagined, that there had been a 
king for each individual to poignard, to ftab, to rip open, to 
‘cut ‘in pieces. | . Ses te” ae 

In a moment, the parterre was invefted and fcaled, pieces 
of cannon were placed againft the doors of the veftibules, 
Thieves mounted on the parapets, glided in at the windows, 
and whatever retarded the impetuofity of the affailants was 
‘broken into fhivers. The collection of the edicts and decrees 
of the council, fcattered about by facrilegious hands, were 
feen flying from the top of the northern pavilion, and falling 
-on the terrace. . : 


The 
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- The ‘principal conifpirators had got ag far as the. chambers 
ae. the king. “At the fight of the monarch, feated by the 
fide of his wife ‘and’ children, they ftood ftupified. Indeed, 
it muft be acknowledged that Louis difcovered. great intre- 
pidity on this-oceafion,. having only his heart, as his’ thield, 
againft two hundred thoufand bayonets. | ‘ 

"Their: ftupefa€tion foon changed itfelf into one infos 
dence. One of them coiffed Capet with the bennet-rouge, 

and offered him a bottle of wine which belonged. to the 
affailants: The king drank and fhook hands with the Sans- 
culottes: — 

‘The popular barealicns: 4 in defpair at a laughabl e de- 
nouément, and judging that the fire ke had failed, difbanded : 
they left the garden with the coal-heavers, who had noother 
arms than flicks, and for a flag, a coal-fack tied to the end 
of apole. They made way for the regiment of Flanders, 
and the grenadiers of the Parifian Guard, who ranged them» 
felves in line of battle on the whole length of the terrace. 

Meanwhile, the king once more efcaped the dagger, but 
trembling for his days, fhut, himfelf up in his chateau, and 
ordered the entrance into the Tuilleries to be clofed every - 
morning againft the public. 


CHAP. XXXVI... 


PLAN OF ‘THE NOBLES AND EMIGRANTS TO OVERTURN 
| | THE CONSTITUTION OF 1701. 


Dorine this’ cliptivity, t the Ariftocrats laboured with zeal 
in organizing | in the South the coalition of the faithful fub- 
-jeets of Jalé’s, in order to oppofe a formidable front to the 
“exertions: of the Jacobins of Orleans Egalité, to annul the 
‘oath of the clergy, to maintain in its integrity the catholic 
worhhip, and exterminate without pity from the foil of the 
country the founders of liberty. 
| What feconded moft effetually 1 this bold projeét, was the 
plan propofed feveral months before, and immediately put 

into execution, of engaging mercenary writers, opening 


correfpondence 
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correfpondence’in the provinces ;- intelligent men were 
placed in the offices of the affembly for'the fecret commu- 
nication of pieces, and fpies at the clubs of the Jacobins, in 
the fociety of the Cordeliers, in each fection of the orators 
and of the applauders potted near them, motion-mongers pa- 
yaded the Tuilleries and the Palais-Royal, and vifited the 
coffee-houfes, the work-yards, the theatre, and the guin- 
. guettes. ‘wo hundred thoufand livers were confecrated to the 
payment of the wages of thefe different actors. 

But it-was precifely this plan which accelerated the fall of 
the throne. The infidious manceuvres of the Royalifts were 
counteracted by the forefight of the friends of liberty. If 
-Capet had his writers, his obfervers, his {pies, the patriots 
had alfo theirs, who poffeffed far more addrefs: With the 
aid of the fa€tion they drew on. the great mafs of the citi- 
zens, who wifhed for nothing but tranquillity and the fimct 
obfervance of the laws. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 
BIRST SYMPTOMS OF THE DAY OF THE 10th oF AUGUST. 


Tue tempeft rolled at a diftance in hollow murmurs. 
The inhabitants of the Fauxbourgs made up a formidable 
corporation under the name of the fans-culottes, which 
had been given them asa mark of derifion by Lacueil, and 
which they afterwards preferved as atitle of glory, even the 
women became orators in the groupes which were continu- 
ally renewed. ‘The name of tyrant had taken place of that 
af king. The nobles were called’ Ariftocrats, and the 
priefts” Callotins. The terrace of the Tuilleries was the only 
paflage left for the public to go to the fittings of the Affem- 
bly. The people, to prevent fullying the feet of freemen 
with the duft of the garden of an execrable defpot, fixed 
themfelves with a three-coloured ribband the line of demar- 
cation, which was ferupuloufly obferved.” The other part, 
which formed the royal walk, was called the Black Forett. 
Public indignation was at the higheft pitch. 

At 
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At length, arrived. the evening of that day which was to. 
produce.fo many ctimes,, fo many perfdies. The Martfeil- 
lais, fromtheir entrance into Paris, had begun the courfe of 
cheir-aflaffinations.. Nothing equalled the: audacity of their 
chiefs; - and the patriots applauded themfelves in fteing them 
in-the foremoft ranks. 

_. The roth of. Auguft, after four'in the morning , they af- 
fembled in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, to the ‘name 2r OF 
two or three thoufand, in order to go and befiege the cha- 
teau. This terrible catchword was immediately communi- 
cated to all the aflembled Setions. The fame evening a 
perfon ran along the terrace of the Tuilleries with a flag, on 
which were’ written thefe words. <‘‘ Friends! to-morrow 
<¢ the throne will be overturned, to-morrow we fhall be free.” 
The expectation of fome finifter event wasvifible in every 
countenance. This expectation. was foon confirmed. At 
eleven at night the alarm-bell rung, and the drum beat to 
arms. ‘The attack was to begin at two inthe morning. A 
number of individuals, who in the evening befieged the fur- 
riers’ fhops to have grenadiers’ caps, flocked to the chateau 
to augment the elite of the Royalifts, fome in uniform, fome — 
in coloured clothes, all- were introduced by favour of a con-_ 
figne, ordering a free entrance to all bearers of a blue card 
with thefe words in black letters, Entry to the’ apartments, 
The Etat-major had particelarly defcribed ore individual, 
who was to prefent himfelf and gain admittance to aflafhinate 
the king, but he never came. 


CHAP. KXXVIL 
‘THE roth oF AUGUST 1792. 4 


ce king did not retire to reft, and the number of his 
defenders fo increafed till near four in the morning, that it 
was fcarcely poflible for him to get to his cabinet... It was 
three when the people began to make their appearance. 
Detachments of battalions, preceded by their cannon, fpread 
themfelves about in the courts of the garden and the cha- 
teau. At four, they confifted of. upwards of fix thoufand 
men. 


Pevachinents 
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-Detachments of the National. Guard, and éf the; Swif; 
were pofted at the right and left of the ftairseafe which led 
from the chapel to the king’ 8 apartment. ‘The danger thert 
becoming more and more menacing, it was already propofed, 
us ameansof conciliation, to conduct the royal family to the 
Affembly. There was fome queition of a petition-tending to 
obtain the fénding back the Marfeillais and Bretons who. 
were inthe capital. At thefe propofitions were heard cries 
of Hive le Roi. 

Soon after Capet, furrounded by a crowd of general 
qiicers, courtiers, and grenadiers, defcended; in order to’ 
review the different detachments, who, as he paffed along, 
made the court refound-with the cries of Vive la Nation + 
while the royalifts cryed, Vive le Roz! It was foon perceiv- 
ed, powers that the troops were difcontented,. for he 
had fearcely returned to the chateau, before a part of 
thefe very troops which he had paffed in review, drew off 5 
at fix o’clock, there did not remain above two thoufand men. 

Meanwhile the Parifans, and the people from the Faux- 
bourgs, armed with pikes, crowded the ftreets, traverfing 
the bridges in long columns, in fpite of the cannon which 
barred, them ; ; and advancing with giant-fteps towards the 
Tuilleries, the air refounded with the cries of sap mingled 

with the tinkling of the tocfin, _ 

‘Before feven, they were with the Marfeillais i in n battle a are 
ray on the Place of the Carronfel before the chateau. Tir 
this interval, the Swifs officers dealt out brandy themfelves 
to the foldiers of their refpeCtive corps. A general officet 
offered the liquor alfo to the volunteers of the National 
Guard. Soon after,-a voiee having given the command by 
flanks to the right, by columns to the left, a legion of courtiers 
‘faddenly ‘difplayed their poignards, fabres, and piftols, and 
marching through the midit of the volunteers, went and 
ranged themfelves in order of battle in the king’s cabinet. 
Tt was in this hoftile Gtuation that he was fent for by the Na- 
tional Affembly. A part of this armed legion, and a detach= 
ment of the battalion of St. Thomas, who had nearly fhared 
the fate of the Swifs, proteted his paflage amidf crowds 
of enraged people; whom the infinuating f power of. {peech 
alone calmed fora moment. 

At the fight of the Swifs, the people wére adaee, and 
uttered vollies of execrations, it was at that moment that 

% private citizen throwing himfelf in the way of the kingy 


and 
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and taking hold of his hand, {aid to him, “ Itisnotan aflafe. 
¢ fin who is {peaking to thee, it isan honeft man, who will 


lo conduct thée to the National Affembly ; ; but as. for thy 


8 wife, the fhall not enter, fhe: 1s an f—9—, the caufe of 
“© all the misfortunes of France.” The king, with an im- 
preflive look, prefléd this man’s hand, and at the fame mo- 
‘ment the Deputy Reederer, who was by the fide of Cape 
deft him té.afcend the fteps of the hall, and. then proclaim ed 
the decree of. the Affembly, hae called into the pace of 
ats. fittings ; the: king and the: toyat family. | | Sa 
At the voice of Reederer, the people were again hated, 


and Louis and his wife entered the Aflembly. Great God! L 


this calm was the interyal of the terrible filence between the 


lightning and the thunder, leaving after its fall the dreadful 
marks of its fury! 

A difcharge of mufquetry was immediately héard, whic | 
was an{wered by another. “Torrents of Smoke rolled ; in the 
air, and darkened the day, the ‘great ftair-cafe was filled 
with the dead and the dying. 

‘It was in this fatal moment that the Swifs, feigning a re- 
conciliation, threw cartridges from the windows, and made 
the air refound with the cries of Vive la Nution! She Ma + 
fellais and the volunteers of the National Guard, perfuaded 
that the Swifs had furrendered to the wifh pf the people, 
prefented themfelves in crowds to the great fair-cale of the 
‘Apartments, and fuddenly the traitors red a volley on them 
from the whole line. Thrée fucceeding difcharges filled the 
tkeps of this fatal ftair-cafe, where death feemed 1 to wait his 


victims bathed in flreams of blood. 


The engagement now became general: © eleven cannon- 
fhot, ftill viible, were fired at the front of the‘ Puilleries 
oppofite’ to the Carroufel. A ball itruck the edge of the, 
king’s window. The people, amidft the tranfports of their 
indignation, preferved an admirable prefetice of isind, 
They fought and defended themfelves heroically : they feein- 
ed defirous of reducing the chateau to aihes, and the tyrants 
who were affaflinating them. 

' The flames had already contumed the Tne of the field- 
officers of the Swifs and thofe around it. ae he aflaila ants gain 
poffeflion of the avenue of the chateau. The rath Swifs 


_ turn pale at the fight of an hundred thoufand pikes and bay- 


3 ‘fs 


onets, but frill refit. What cries of pain, of rage, what 
hideous fhricks from men falli ling under their arms, and 
Eso: yelling: 


ak 1 
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yelling out the frightful groans of death! Here heads fy 
through the windows, there whole bodies were hurled: from 
the tops of the ga lleries. They tear in pieces and fcatter 
through the air all the mattraffes and camp-beds of thé fatel- 
tes of the king. ‘The fcattered wool falls in fleeces like 
a fhower of fnow. _ | o 

But now this fame people, forgetful of their magnanimi- 
ty, are about to difhonour their victory. Inebriated with 
blood and carnage, they intoxicated themfelves in the cellars. 
Their cruelty takes. a favage afpedt. nil: there hideous. vices 
are going to be difplayed. 

The Swils, every where routed, are mivineds in all divee. 
tions. Jn vain thefe poor wretches give up their arms, and 
afk on their knees for life. The drunken conqueror is deaf 
to their prayers. They are mercilelsly maflacred, pierced 
with pikesand bayonets. ‘Their limbs fcattered in different 
piaces, feem re-animated for new punifhments. What do I 

fay? My trembling pen fears to write it. Women, real 

furies, dared feaft their. eyes in feeing their dead bodies 

broiling in the flames:of burning houfes, and looked with 
tearlefs cheeks on their fmoaking entrails. 

Robbers alfo mingled themfelves with the conquerors. 
Tormented by hunger, after having appeafed their burning 

thirft, they penetrated into the kitchens. O excefs of .bar- 
barity! an unfortunate helper, who had not had time to 
make his efcape, was thruft by thefe tygers into a cauldron, 
and in this fituation expofed to the burning fire of the flove. 
‘Then throwing themielves on the eatables, every man feized 
what came to his hands. Qnecarries off a:fpit with fowls, 
another a re a third, a carp from the Rhine,. equal to 
himfelf in length. 

Loaded with thefe fpoils, the plunderers imprudently -re- 

appear inthe court, and march off with the Marfeillais and 
the volunteers, each of whom carried as. trophies the arms 
of the conquered Swifs, and the bloody fhreds of their uni- 
forms. | <7, , 

The battle gained, the chateau becomes completely the 
prey of all the robb sers who had flocked .from the different 
departments. While the patriots, the men of true courage, 
who came to overturn the throne, and eftablith the founda- 
tions of liberty on its ruins, were tise to their homes, 
finging the fongs of vitory, and attending religion‘ly the 
~bodies of their companions- in arms, dead on the field of 

| honour, 
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‘honour, monfters in human fhape-affembled in hundreds 
under the veftibule of the fouthern ftair-cafe, and danced 
amidtt floods of blood and wine. An executioner played 
on the fiddle by the fide of the corpfes; and robbers, with 
their pockets full of gold, hung up other robbers by the 
banifters. 

‘Thoufands of individuals, men as well as_ women, more 
- menacing, more hideous one than the other, in their bloody 
rags, filled the apartments. ‘The glaffes fhivered under the 
. ftrokes.of. the bayonets, by which they were demolifhed. 
They enter the bed-chamber of the Queen. Shamelefs in- 
toxication makes it the theatre of the mott. infamous ob- 
fcenities. The boudoir of the modern Meffalina becomes 
likewife the rendezvous of the vileft proftitutes. Here lay 
wretches inebriated in the bofom of their miftrefies; there 
thieves, afleep amidft the heaped-up pillage. , 

The burning of the palace of Priam did not apeent fo 

hideous a {pectacle. ‘The ftair-cafes refounded under the 
precipitated fteps of pick-pockets and tharpers, eel: up 
and down, crofling, joftling each other, running along the 
corridors, and gliding into every chamber. ‘They had al- 
ready broken open the treafures of the King, of the Queen, 
of Madame Elizabeth, and the ladies of the court: Affig- 
nats, gold, filver, watches, jewels, diamonds, trinkets, all 
thefe objects of value formed part of the fpoils. 
_\ Day-workmen paraded. impudently’ the galleries uth 
watches and chains of brilliants. . Others, thieves-by profefii- 
on, ftripped off the lace from the clothes of the attendants 
at the chateau, took poffeflion of the wardrobe, pillaged the 
 filks, the linen, the plate, the liqueurs, the bougies, the 
books from the library.. In a word, every moveable which 
they could clandeftinely carry off: they broke china vafes 
of the greate{t value, in order to get the handles. 

_ While they were perpetrating thefe ats of violence, the 
heroes in chief fent oftentatioufly by their ea the great 
filver candlefticks of the chapel, with plates of filver, anda 
purfe of an hundred louis, in order that no. feito might 
_ be entertained that any robberies had gone forwards. 

On the whole, this day prefented the finithed picture of 
the deftruCtion of the throne of the lait King of the French ; 
and if we may compare {mall things with great, a young 
chimney- {weeper, who ftood on the top of the organ of the 
‘church, blowing in a pipe the dies ire, might have been 
galled the ange!-trumpet of the ejeee cot 

After 
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After a tempeft, we go to Icok at the devaftation it has 
made. When refie€tion takes piace of the firft impreffions of 
terror, how do we figh over the afpect cf defolated nacure! 

Figure to yourfelves the crowd of peaceable citizens whom 
curiofity had led to the Tuilleries, to affure themfelves-if the 
chateau was yet ftanding ! wandering flowly along, ftrack 
with melancholy ftupor, the terrace ilrewed with wrecks of 
the battle. They did not. fhed tears, they feemed petrified, 
annihilated, and drew‘back with horror at each ftep, at the 
fight of thofe bloody corples, mutilated, flathed, embow- 
elled, and in whofe face indignation fat flrongly delineated. 

Others more ficical, obferved the fwarms of flies greedy 
of blood, whom the heat had drawn into thefe gaping 
wounds, and their eyes flarting frem their orbs. 

Meanwhile the populace, wearied with carnage, bending 
under the weight of their :fpoils, difappeared with ‘the fun, 
and went to reft. If the next day they had refumed their 
_ réafon, they ought alfo tq have felt their punifhment in the, 
_ rendings of remorfe. _ sy | 

On this day, anarchy made the firft effay of its hideous 
omnipotence, and. preluded the maflacres of September. 
~The Legiflative Affembly might have covered itfelf with im- 
mortal glory, and have deferved the title of founder of re- 
publican liberty ; but it difplayed, on the contrary, at this 
petiod of fo fplendid a triumph, neither wifdom, dignity, 
norcourage. It could reftrain neither affaflins, robbers, nor 
deftroyers; powerlefs to imitate that Being, who in the 
tempeit, firetching out majeftically his hand, commanded 
the waves of the fea to be flayed, they fuffered every abufe 
of the victory to be committed by wretches, who, in the 
phrenzy of intoxication, imagined themfelves to be the head, 
the heart, and the arm of all France. | 


CHAP. XXXIX. 


_ GREGOIRE. 


~ The National Convention replaced the Legiflative Affem- 
bly the art of September 1792.. Like the fovereign it re- 
prefented, its firfl eps were thole of agiant, and its firft 
ae ae SO ee — words 
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words claps af sidaer After having confecrated the fo- 
vereignty of the people, by a decree declaring, that no con- 
ftitution fhould take place. till it was accepted by the people, 
and put the fecurity of perfons and property under the 
fafeguard of the nation, it was expedient to give the laft 
blow.to the hydra whofe renovated head continually threat-. 
ened liberty. The laft of the French kings no longer exifted, 
but royalty was {till alive. . A Member arofe, and fad: 
*« ‘There is one difcuflion which we ought not to defer an 
© inftant without being faithlefs to the nation; it is the 
“ folemn abolition of royalty.” The difcuffion of the 
queftion was called for. ‘* What need we of difeufiion,” 
exclaimed Gregoire, ‘ when all are agreed.. Kings are, in 
“ the moral economy of the world, what monfters are in 
‘‘ the natural, and courts are the repofitories of crimes, 
“* and the dens of tyrants. The hiftory of kings ts the mar- 
‘¢ tyrology of nations ; when we are penetrated with thefe 
‘© truths, what need have we of difcuffion?” Lhe que/fion ! ex~ 
claimed the whole Affembly, The queffion! All the members. 
rofe as. if fpontaneoufly. A folemn filence enfued, and on 
the. propefition of Gregoire, the National Affembly ‘decreed, 
that: Royalty is abolifbedin France. At thefe words, the fanc- 
tuary of thelaws refounded with Vive Ja Noe / Vive la 
Liberté! Amidft thefe acclamations the republic was pro- 
claimed. ‘The feal of the ftate was henceforth to be a fafces 
crowned with the cap of liberty, with thefe words for t the 
exergue, French Republic. All ‘acts were to be dated from 
the. Firft Year of the French Republic. 

Scarcely had royalty been abohithed, when we faw a eas. 
torfhip erected on its ruins. Among. the madmen ‘who 
dared afpire to this fupreme rank, we mutt name, Whom ? 
Marat! He appeared at the tribune, and taking a piftol 
from his pocket, as formerly our Capuchins in the pulpit 
drew out a little bon dieu from their fleeve, exclaimed in the 
ftyle of an Italian Ponchinelle, “I ifear nothing under 
‘* heaven |? (he, Marat! who had hid himfelf in a cela: to 
withdraw himfelf from the purfuit of La Fayette l) *T fear 
es nothing under heaven! but if a decree is pafled againik 
‘¢ me by the Affembly, I will blow out my brains before 
« you.” Then putting up his inftrument of death, which 
probably contained nothing but powder, he added, ‘* But 
«© no, I will remain in the midft of you to brave your fury.” 
Some one faid to him, on the breaking up‘of the fitting, . 

Vou. I. G “« Take 
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“Take care, Marat, that you do not lofe,. from tao. much 
day-light when you act your part of deputy, that fort of 
_ ©. fuccefs which you owe perhaps only to the darknefs. ‘of 

** your cellar where you lay hidden on account of ;your 
“ journal, Marat! mountebanks are no longer’ in: fafhions 
© Throw by your cups and balls!) 


A A. 
nN 


CHAP. XL. 


EBAILLY AND: A FEW OTHER PORTRAITS. 

From: what flrange mixture of vanity aie philofophy, or 
wit ‘and good-nature, of frmplicity and knowledge, was the 
firt aftronomer of his age, and one of its: moft upright Cl~ 
tizens, drawn into this. whirlpool of a revolution which eo- 

vered him with glory, and fent him to the fcaffold ? His.re- 
putation, ftill more than his talents, had fucceflively placed 
him im the eletoral body, in the States General, in. the 
prefident’s chair, and at the head. of the firft, commune of 
France; if King Bailly, as the court called him, i in imitation 
of Louis the XVith,, had difcovered fo much energy in the 
fitting at the ean: Court, how came ke -fo flexible as to 
«be cited for the delicate turn of his compliments ? What fort 
of weaknefs led him to fuffer a few miferable intriguers to 
form around him a kind of court 2? Could this moft humane 
of mankind have forefeen that his mildnefs would. accuftom 
the people whom he flattered, to complain of his. effeminacy,: 
to afk even himfelf fome day. for his own. head, when the 
pomp of mayor fhould have left the honeft man at the dif- 
cretion of ‘his vile courtiers, when from his. weaknefs he 
fhould have fuffered- every thing to be diforganized by . the 
factious? ‘Thus the probity. and good-nature of too fcientific 
a man, too philofophical, and too-feeling, perhaps, to. occu- 
py the firft places. amidft the ftorms of a revolution, were 
the firft caufes of fo many atrocious crimes, the leaft noticed 
of which has been his own ruin. 

What a fcene of agony was his death! and what courage, 
what greatnefs of foul in his laft moments |’ Was he an ordi- 
nary raan, who, when dragged from the tribunal to,the 

Champ 
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Champ de Mars, his body covered with mud, and his. face: 
burnt with the-fhreds of the. fatal red flag, looked with 
calmnefs on the: change which was made before his eyes of 
the: horrible theatre of his punifhment, merely becaufe ic 
pleafed the mob to prolong it? Was he a pufillanimous 
raan; who, with that calm which belongs only to dying virtue, 
anfwered mildly to one of thofe monfters in human form, 
who faid to him ironically, ‘© you tremble, Bailly,’—* Is 
it with cold ?”—-He died on that fpot where formerly a 
decree had enjoined him to publith the martial law, by 
which the reprefentatives of the nation had ordered him to 
reprefs fedition, and expired, covered -with the execrations 
ef the populace, after having been its moft refpected 
idol. . bs ; 
CamitLe Desmouitins.— What can-we think of a man 
who entitled himfelf Attorney-General of the Lanthern, 
when all the lantherns were gailowfes, who permitted him- 
felf to make a jeft of thofe who were hung by the populace, 
who made his fanguinary declamations in a {train of plea- 
fantry, and fported wittily amidft the atrocities of Danton 
and Robefpierre! He was going continually from one to. 
the other, and pretended to ferve them both; whilft good 
men repulfed and detefted them alike. 7 

The Jacobins of that time made a legiflator of this Attor- 
ney-General of the Lanthern, he was cowardly, and low, 
but not yet cool-bloodedly cruel enough to pleafe Robet- 
pierre: He fent him to the feaffold, becaufe he had only 
attempted’ with his pen. to interrupt his reign of terror; 
and Danton, who had facrificed Briffot to Robefpiérre, was 
the dupe of this impolitic blunder. No one had any faith 
in Dantonian clemency, the Septembrifer was entrapped 
and crufhed like a fool: He muft have carried to the 
{cafold the concentrated rage of his defeat, which was fore- 
‘told him by feveral perfons. Manes of September! you 
fill call for more of your affaflins. Wait, wait, all of 
them will be punifhed.- It was Paris who elected all thefe | 
montters of folly and cruelty, who murdered the Revolution 
by making it abhorred, and who did not know, at leaft for 
their own fafety, how tobe cruel only for once. 

Pacut.—He is a Swifs, and was more fatal to France 
than an army of Auftrians. He was in the fecret of ail the 
enemies of the country. Attacked by the Gironde, and 
defended by the Mountain, he placed himfelf at the head — 
of a monftrous affociation which had been formed of the 
| : G 2 principal 
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Principal warhors of the maffacres of September. . ‘Thefe 
men, without any kind of fortune, lived. neverthelefs. in & 
_ fort of luxury, which was not the lefs difgufting than pro+ 
digal. Who. paid thefe ruffians? Pache. And where did 
they carry on their deliberations? In the hall of the Jaco- 
bins, during the abfence of the latter. They were to the 
Jacobins what the Capuchins were to the Jefuits, emiffa- 
ries, fpics» From this horde iffued the greater. part of the 
cut throats who caufed fo many diforders in Paris and its. 
environs. It produced alfo fome writers: but what fort of 
writers ? We faw the ftreets of Paris covered with addreflés. 
and petitions. exceeding each other in atrocity. Senftble 
men treated thefe placards with hae but the popu- 
Jace read them, and imagined they had obtained abfolution 
for all the blood they had thed. Thefe fubaltern ruffians 
had the impudence to petition for the repeal of a decree 
which enjoined the profcription of the Septembrifers. Seve- 
ral deputies boldly oppofed it. "The ftruggle lafted upwards 
of two hours. On that day the Mountain feemed as if 
it would have rolled itfelf entire on: thofe. generous depu- 
ties, who were defeated. The. Nationak Convention de- 
creed, that the execution of its firft decree againft the Sep- 
tembrifers fhould be fufpended. From that day, the gate 
was opened to impunity, and all the proteCtors of affafhns. 

walked out with heads erect. ~ 
Joseru Lrron.—A ftrippling prieft rehearfing a eate- 
chifm was the image of this young Verres, who: “alpired to 
the dignity of being named the Little Robefpierre. “This. 
laft, thinking him worthy of confidence, entrufted him with 
the care of defolating the city ef Arras, where they were 
both. born. He was proronful at an age in which a man is 
but a bad preceptor. OF all the commiflaries of the Con- 
vention, he was the moft ferocious.and moft anthropopha- 
gical wild beaft; and this was in the courfe of things, for 
he was a prieft, and was perfecuting his townfmen..who. 
had been witnefies of his late abje&t fituation, He had 
formed an etat major off ‘aflaflins, with red, caps and whif- 
kers. Every duy after his dinner ‘he aflifted at the punith- 
ment of his victims, and fometimes fufpended the mortal 
blow in order to read to them the newfpaper. I had never 
— feen him at the Convention, becaufe he had only taken his 
feat as epplemeniary three months after the 31ft of May: 
Ido not know why this monfter was fent into the prifon 
where the feventy-three deputies were confined; on feeing 
. _* him 
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Hii | enter, I faid to him only thefe words: sé What, fo 
‘young and fo cruel!” He was the feed of Robefpierre, 
whofe greateft guilt was having infufed his doctrine into 
this novice foul, and familiarifed him with new crimes. 

~ Carrrer.—It was in thinking of the fraternity of Lycur- 
gus, that he affociated in death individuals of different par- 
‘ties, and ordained thefe republican marriages, a term of 
fanguinary derifion, It will fcarcely be believed, but he 
declared to whoever would liften to him, ‘* We will make . 
**a cemetery of France, rather than not regenerate it 
* after our fafhion, and fail in the end we have propoied.” 
He was faithful to his word. He withed France to be 
reduced to the fourth of its population, the fovereignty of 
the remainder, ‘and the divifion of lands. He was in the 
fecret of that horrible war of Vendee. ‘This fecret was 
to accomplifh the treaty made with the coalition, and to: 
deliver up the wrecks of an exhautted kingdom. Such 
crimes are not conceivable; but thefe who could have fropt 
the war in Vendee, and whe did not do it, thofe who ha- 
raffed and perfecuted the experienced generals who laboured 
in good earneft to deftroy it, thofe who fent an executi- 
oner to men who were to be regained by mildnefs, were | 
the only depofitaries of that terrible fecret. The Loire 
is {till {welled with the tears and blood which Carrier made 
to flow. I fhall only add of this monfter, that in afcending 
the feaffold on the Place de Gréve, he ifiened to the fou inds 
of aclarionet, which was piping for his death, and wit- 
nefled the Pankan joy as his head fell. As thi 5 wretch 
was rather a moniter than a man, the Parifians will not 
be cenfured for this manifeftation of joy. 

Roserr Linprr.—Amongft the atrocities which the 
roth March 1793 brings to our recollection, that fuggefted 
by a Deputy, called Robert Lindet, is beyond every ihing 
which tyrants ean havé imagined mofi cunningly barba- 
tous; this is what he propofed : 

» The Extraordinary Tribunal fhall be compofed of nme 
s members; they thall be fubjeCied to no form as to the 
€6 trial, they fhall get information in every manner potable. 
56 The tribunal fhall divide itfelf into two feGions, and 
“‘ there fhall be always in the hall defined for this Fribu- - 
“ nal a member commiffoned to receive denunciations. 

‘s 'Phe tribunal fhall judge thofe who fhali be fent before 
it by a decree of the Convention. ‘The tribunal may 
 purfue direatly fuch, who, through meivifm, may have 

6 obandoited 
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ee abandoned or neg: ted ‘the exercife of their fun@tions 3 
< thofe who by their conduat, or the ‘manifeftation of their 
*¢ opinions, fhall have ‘attempted to lead’ aftray the - people ;: 
<“fuch whofe condu@ or writings, fuch, in fhort, who 
« from the places which they occupied under the old go- 
“* vernment, bring: to mind the prerogatives ufurped by 
<¢ defpots.” 
Who would believe that the party which had declared | 
itfelf republican, par excellence, the exclufive protector of 
the moft extended, the moft unbounded liberty, applauded 
with enthufiafm this infernal conception, and moved that 
it fhould immediately pafs intoalaw. Philippeaux, who 
was crowned at his death with fo many cypreffes and lau- 
-rels, declared himfelf its defender; Vergniaud attacked it 
with indignation, and repelled it with horror ; Cambon 
oppofed it; even Barrere treated it as a mohtraofity which 
the moft fhamelefs defpot$ wou'd not have imagined i in the 
darkeft fits of their rage. After a great deal of difenflion, 
Linder’ 's projet was abandoned. A, 
-- Durerr Durerrre.—Intelligent, amiable, and oblige 
ing 3 poffefling only the milder paffions, a modeft tone, and 

affable demeanour with every one. His profeflion \ was that 
‘of the bar; and when the Revolution, in’ calling him to 
the fun€tions of the Vice Mayoralty, to the: organization 
of the commune of Paris, gave him an opportunity of 
| difp! aying his talent s, he was the firft:: minifter whom 
the king ae from among the clafs of the people. The 
opinion of the public, which had hitherto profcribed every 
other choice, applauded this; and during the very long 
“courfe of his miniftry, ‘compared to that which took place 
~ before or after him, he was reproached neither for pride, 
“nor abufe of authority. His fanGtions, however, had been 
as perplexing as they were fpléndid; for the flight of the 
“king ‘to Varennes had made him the fir perfon in the 
face. - but his modefty was habitual ; his elevation did not 
dazzle him, and he was fond of repairing fometimes to the 
dimple apartment which he occupied before he took pofleffion - 
of the hotel of the keeper of the feals. It was a fort of afy- 
“lum which he feemed afraid of not finding : again when the. 
day of “his greatnefs fhould be paft. 

~The events of the roth of Angutt, j in which he had taken 
no part, enveloped him, as it did 0 many others, in the 

decree of accufation which fent him to the prifons of Or- 
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leans to’ be judged by the High National Court. Having 
almoft. miraculoufly efcaped the maffacre of the prifoners 
of this city, whom the affaflins of September went to mur- 
der. during. their tranflation, ‘Duport, thirteen months after, 
fell. under the fentence of Robefpierre’s tribunal. ‘The 
unfortunate, ilhiftrious, and ill-fated Barnave was com- 
prehended with him in the fame indiétment. There was . 
nothing common in their caufe 5 ‘they {carcely knew each 
other, and their principles probably were not more alike ; 
but. one victim at a time was not fufficient for thofe mur- 
derers, they coupled them by. accident, in’order to accul- 
tom the people to fee their victims accumulated by hun. 
dreds, though they became acquainted with each other only 
by the means of the fentence which had convicted them 
-ef being accomplices. ‘It was in vain for Duport to prove 
his innocence; to produce evidences written by Marat 
himfelf, which rendered teftimony of his patriotifm, and 
his refpeCt for the liberty-of the prefs; his judges were 2 
greedy of blood, that one of the jury, forgetting that the quef- 
tions were individual, pronounced i in a rage the formule ; 
“6 On my honour and confcience the prifoners are convitled.? 

The. declaration of the jury was unanimous, and when 
Duport heard his fentence, he faid, ** Revolutions affaffi- 
“ nate men, it is pofterity that judges them.” 

- Peruton,—He had an open countenance, a fine form, 
an affable look, a mild fort of eloquence, talent, end ad- 
drefs ; but his manners were affected, and he had fome- 
thing in his features which feemed te excite miftruft. From 
the firft days of the conftitution he figured in the Affem~ 
bly, becaute he fpoke well, and was-member of the Tiers. 
The infeparable - friend of Robefpierre, their principles 
were then fo accordant ¢, andtheir imtimacy fo noted, that 
they were called #wo fingers of the fame hand, aad they 
continued to be called fo tillthe end of.1792. . Ik is true, 
that at this epocha they already detefted each other cordie 
cally. Robefpierre was no longer any thing, he did not 
even with to be any thing, ‘becaufe he referved himfelf for 
.anarchy.;, for he was not made to fhare in a career purely 
-conftitutional. Pethion, on the contrary, had quitted 
England, where he had gone with Madame de Sillery, to 
fucceed Bailly i in the functions of Mayor of Paris, and he 
acquired in this place fo much popularity, efpecially after 
his deftitution on the events of the 2oth June, that Robef- 
. picrre could no longer extend to him his forgiveneis for 
the 
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the idolatry with which he ‘was worfhipped. He regarded 
him no longer but with envy; he was in hiseyes only.a 
rival, while he heard the people cry, Vive Pethion !. Pe- 
rion, ou la. Mort! an exclamation which was read on 
every hat, and infcribed on every wall. 

Pethion neverthelefs was too .much refpe€ted to ‘be 
openly attacked; and he acted a confiderable part: on the 
1oth of Auguft. He had feveral times vifited all the pofts 
- of the Chateau’ during the night which preceded that cele- 
brated day ; and his cares were not loft, fince he enfured | 
its fuccefs. ‘The life of Pethion was at that time fo pre- 
cious, that a decree enjoined him to expofe it no longer; | 
and for 2 long time we read on the gates of the Chateau 
this infcription. ‘The Mayor of Paris would have been ™ 
“¢ affaffinated, i. a decree of the Legiflative Body had not 
“6 faved his life.” 

He was Mayor of Paris during the butcheries of Sep- 
tember, but the confpirators had configned him to the may- 
oralty-houfe, fo that he was pure with refpect to their maf- 
-facres. When Manuel made his propofitions at the Con- 
‘vention ‘to give the Prefident a guard of honour, and an 
apartment at the Tuilleries, Pethion had been named _ pre~ 
fident. On the formation of the Affembly fome people 
faid that he had the throne in view, and many others | 
wifhed him to afcend it; but all at once he became the 
obje&t of hatred; he was outlawed in confequence of the 
31ft May, and no one knows what became of him. He 
petithed,. without doubt, in a miferable manner, fince he 
never re- appeared on the recall of thofe who were pro- 
_feribed. 

Lacrorx.—From a fimple country-attorney he became a 
colonel, and feld-officer, in two or three months; poffeffed 
of nmmenie property, and-accomplice of Danton, he made 
a pretence of denouncing and accufing Dumourier, with 
whom he was in league; and protected thofe tribunes who 
were under the orders of the maflacreer in chief, the Bac- 
chantes, the cut-throats, as well as all the extravagant 
motion-makers in the fections; whilft his friend Fabre 
d’Eglantine, a poor poet before the 2d of September, who 
was acquainted with nothing but aflignations for debt, in- 
{tead of affignats, was now enabled to fport an hotel, 
carriage, fervants, and miltreffes. 

He was one of the great oppreffors of the Convention, 
which was pure as to the very great majority. He impeded 

| | | its 


NEW. PICTURE OF PARIS, ~ Ba 


its motions, and ranged himfelf on the fide of thofe who 
vociferated, bawled, and talked continually of fans-culot- 
terie, paying court to a guilty municipality in a ftate of | 
open revolt. In fhort, he was one of the moft inde- 
fatigable promoters of anarchy, and always ready toe 
fhield the affafiins under his Stentorian lungs. Even ad- 
mitting that the adverfaries of thefe anarchifts had been 
guilty of fome errors, there is not a fingle man of that 
party who has enriched himfelf fince the Revolution.” ‘They 
fhunned every. committee, in whofe hands power was 
placed. 

Lacroix had been decorated with the crofs of St. Lewis, 
the 4th of Auguft 1792, and that circumftance could not 
open the eyes of the ftupid Parifians. It was impoffible 
from that time to reprefs the vociferations of the tribunes, 
the menaces of the cut-throats, the crimes of the aa 
‘and the ufurpations of the Municipality. «A military 
‘* man ventured to fay in my hearing, Do you with to’‘know 
“how to fave the country ? I will tell: you. J have well 
“¢ {tudied the Convention 3 it is compofed in part of f{eoun- 
*< drels whom we muft put out of the way, and to effec 
** this, we muft fire the alarm-guns and fhut the barriers.” 

Bentabole, who was prefident, pretended not to under- 
ftand this provocation to murder, and complimented the 
aflaffin on his fpeech.. He was exclaimed againft for his 
forbearance, and called a Modere, and a Feuillant. 

It is becaufe the departments could not fee the obfti-. 
nate ftruggles of the true republicans againft this fociety 
of Jacobins, entirely forfaken by every true patriot, by every 
well-informed man, by every deputy who had any claim 
to efteem, or any modefty, that they have formed fuch 
falfe judgments refpecting the Convention, and called it 
feeble. On the contrary it was ftrong, courageous, and 
intrepid till the g1ft of May. The feventy-three fought ftill 
on the breach, palfied every murderous project and decree, 
firuck with a kind of terror the Municipality of Paris, held 
it at leaft in refpe€t, and it was only after their retreat, 
- and arreft, that the dyke was leveiled, and that France was 
inundated by crimes. ‘The people of Paris were punifhed 
for not having known how to appreciate, or defend thofe 
deputies, for having been. coward] y fpectators of this laft 
attempt, which was the fignal of every violence and every 
cruelty. | 
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Tt is. ‘time to declare the whole truth: _Robefpierre- arid 
. Mae were notthe moft guilty.: ‘Obferve Collot: d’Herbois 
at Nace, and at Orleans, ‘Tallien at’ Tours, Bilaud. Varennes 
-at the armies! The Pruffian, Anacharts. Clocts, fmoothed 
the road for Frederick William, and we, friends of the coun- 
try, held exaggeration of words. and ferocity of language in 
horror, becaufe they are always in the ratio of cowardice, 
but the Parifians were prevented by their fears from rang- 
ing themfelves on our fide; and when there exifted a Con- 
dorcet, or a Briffot, it wasa Chaumette, or a Marat, whofe 
ftandards they followed! When we denounced the confede- 
ration of Vilnitz, we were the accomplices of the 
invafion of the enemy; in hore, it was we who had 
delivered up ‘Valenciennes to the Duke of York; Condé, 

Lequefnay, and Landrecies to the Emperor; and HEA the 
King of Pruffia, who had hired boxes at the opera, fhould 
enter Paris, it was we who were to walt behind his majelty 
at the repreientation. : 

Fhe Parifians believed ail this, and it formed the bafis of 
that accufation, which fent the incorruptible friends. of li- 
berty and of national glory to dungeons and the {caffold. | 

The enemy who threatened Paris with ruin, was delighted 
with this fatal error; they well knew who were the traitors. 
The Parifians ever blind, have not yetJearnt how to diflin- 
gui fh them from thofe men who were honett and. courage- 
ous, whilft ali Europe perfectly makes the diftin@tion. 

-Dumovrine.—There is great reafon to believe he did 
“not become a traitor, till nS had met witha confiderable de 
feat, and all the eile. of Marat had determined him to 
fcparate himfelf from a Convention which aE fuch aman 
in its body. : 

- ‘Phe return of the Commiffioners of the. Belgie, army, 
had ipread the greateft and moft general alarm. Nothing 
lefs was talked of but raiGng the whole nation in maf 
We were afraid of fecing a renéwal of the maffacres of 
the ad of September, fer there were louder and more vo- 
ciferations againit the rich and the a) than againit 
the Pruiiane and the Auftrians. | 

All the theatres were fhuty and advant tage was “taken of 
the firft moment of terror, to lay the foundations of the 
Revolutionary Tribunal.. The organization cf this famous 
tribunal made its appearance with the return of Lacroix and 
pe. Briflot eombated this propofition, as tending to 
the mof monkrous defpotifm, but he was not likened to. 


Vhas. 
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"Thus ‘the defeat of (Dumourier became the triumph of the 


Mowntain: party, who ‘knew always how to take advantage 
of every event. The addrefs of this party particularly con- 
fifted ‘i appearing Jefs audacious when furrounded with 
dangers - and their adverfaries, naturally humane and averfe 
to violence, ‘were fated to pay dear for their indulgence, 
and fecurity. - 

' Dumourier loft his fenfes when he arrefted the four re- 
prefentatives of the people: It was a crime fo miferably 
ufelefs, that. we can only attribute it to that fort of mad- 


nefs which is excited by fury; Paris befides cared Htile 


about this arreft. Many, however, believed that Dumou- 
rier was a traitor both before and after he had given him- 
felf up to the coalition. 

Aspe Maury.—tI knew him well; a mere {prig of divic 
nity; he, however, entertained an idea of raifing himfelf 
to the firft rank of the ecclefiaftical hierarchy, and talked - 
to me of his future elevation when he had not enough to 


purchafe himfelf a dinner. He told me, “I fhall enter 


*€ the French: academy long before you 3” and at that time 

he had not written even a ‘bad fermon. His firft produc- 
tions ‘were: fpecimens of what is moft wretched and ob- 
fcure-invany language. But he was born with the {pirit of 
an‘academician, a talent for preaching, and the impudence 


ofan antichamber. He had great confidence in his ora~ 
_ tory, becaufe: he had exercifed it with fuccefs on fevera al 
“men of: common. underftanding 3 and affumed fometimes 
the fupple, fometimes the lofty, and fometimes the undti- 
ous tone of a prick; he was aways fond of acting the 


priell. - 
He ss done the preatett feiwices to the Revolution ; for 


it was he who rendered the clergy obftinate and reftive, and. 


who, by exhorting them not to bend, caufed them to Greak. 


‘Tt is he alfo who put it into the head of all the nobles that 
fyftem of emigration, the moft extravagant, moft impolitic, 


and moft cowardly which they could have chofen. ‘This 


» charming’ fyftem afterwards took poffeflion of the head of 


the monarch; and it was in confequence of Abbé Maury’s 
documents that he came to trick like a {choolboy, wha 
wifhed to cheat his ufher. He difguifed himfelf as a valet 
de chambre, and when he was in the carriage with all his 


family, they all laughed at the furprife, the aftonifhment, 


the fuppofed grief of the Parifians, when they came to he. 
informed, that inflead of afhifting at the Broceflion - of the 


hol: iy 
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holy facrament, as they expected, the bird was flown, and 
gone in queft of the boots of General Bender. 

‘Tarquin driven from Rome was in 2 pofition Iefs humi- 
Hating, but the new Tarquin muft dine on the road; he 
was famithed on cutlets, and ate like aecarman. In vain 
did the queen befeech him to adjourn his appetite ; he ar- 
rived too late for the rendezvous of Bowillé, and his regi- 
ment. Six men ftopt the carriage, and he was the firft. 
to cry out, “Stop!” He wentinto the fhop of M. Saufle, 
a tallew-chandler; who faw clear enough without faufiing. 
, M. Sauffé did his duty, wpright as a candle.” Whether or 
not the Blondinet, (this was the name given by the court to 
ha Fayette), had in view the malicious fatisfactien, the 
eruel pleafure of the cat, who fuffers the moufe to efcape 
only to eatch it at a leap; it is neverthelefs true, that the 
Abbé Maury had infpired every governing head from that _ 
time with the project of efcaping; that he 1s the inventor 
ef the emigrating fyfiem, and that it was adopted. even by 
the king, who could fo eafily have feparated himfeH froma 
haughty and infolent nobility, which had never ceafed to 
infylt and defpife him 

- OF all the emigrants of neh note, the Abbé Maury, 
and Choifeul Goufhier, are the only men who have had 
-underftanding, or good fortune: The firft has become 2 
cardinal, and the fecond has made himfelf under the name 
of Paul the Fie, Emperor of all the Ruflias. , 

There is one, however, who is wifer and happier than 
aia. having become a woman’s fhoemaker at Hamburgh. 

_Lece NDRE (of Paris).— At the time of Lewis the AVith’s 
trial, he took it into his head to fay, “ What a-fight of 
a forms and ceremonies 3. put him to death, let him be eut 
* into eighty-three morfels, and fend one to each of the. 
ne eighry-three departments.” He imagined he had reached 
the chosax of Mountain eloquence, and his motion was 
received with loud burfts of laughter. FE was by his fide 
when he uttered thefe words; and E faid to myfelt, the ob- 
fervation of this man will be received with horror, and the 
felly ef a fingle individeal, whofe mouth we cannot flop, 
will be attributed to all the members. of the Convention. 
By what kind of fatality do E find myfelf feated by the fide 
ef 2 eee ndse, and of a Lawrence Lecointre § They R prate 
wbout libesty, and they know not how to read! 

- Legendre was brutal, not becaufe he was a butcher, but 
Secaule he imagined that brutality entered into the com- 

| | | poGties: 
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pofitien of a republican, and that he was no- republican, 
who did not roar like a bull, and make geftures as if he was 
going to felt an ox.. He could not fpeak or gefticulate 
etherwife; and the violence of Legendre was fuch, that he 
wanted feveral times to ftrike Lanjuinais, and throw him 
headlong from the tribune. 

_ After the return of the-feventy-three, we » demanded ina 
particular aflembly, the recall of the twenty-two who were 
outlawed. I made the motion ; Legendre oppoled it, and 
faid, «1 would fooner die at this tribune.” . «* Very well,” 
i replied, «6 die then 1?”—He was filent, as well as his infer- 
nal fet, and the twenty-two were recalled, that is to ‘fay, 
thofe who were flill living ; and all thefe virtuous men have 
by degrees crufhed the monfter of anarchy. It. was Legen- 
dre who denounced Condorcet, accufing him of } having 
fought to raife the department of the Aifne. 

Cameon.—The law propofed by Buzot, which fhould 
oblige every deputy to give an account of his fortune fince 
the Legillative and Condinient Affemblies, and to juftify the | 
caufes of its augmentation, have always been moft ftrongly 
oppofed by the Mountain party; Cambon found it bad, he 
who affected at the tribune to flatter the multitude. WwW ho- 
ever touched this firing was an ally of the foreign courts. 
We could never put. any law in execution that would force 
them to empty their pockets, though we never refufed our~ 
felves to give an account of ourfortune. Cambon exercifed 
a fort of di€tature on the finances, and began to {port with 
the emiflion of aflignats. He was detirous of proferibing 
ftock-jobbing 5 and why did not Cambon fhut up the ex- 
change feoner,.as Claviere has never ceafed to demand fince 
i791? This was going flrarght to the root of the evil. It 
was Cambon who palfied, and perfecuted the genius and 
talents of Claviere, becaufe he was acquainted with his 
fuperiority over thofe miferable plagiarilts who ftreve to. 
bewilder him with their narrow conceptions, by fug geelting | 
to him ruinous or illufory expedicnts. The difatter of our 
finances was entirely the work of the Mountain party; and’ 
if any amongft them affected to denounce fubaltern dilapida-_ 
tors at the tribune, it was only toreferve to himfeif the right 
of favouring the dilapidator in chief. Why did Cambon re- 
main fo long himfelf at the head of the finances ?. becaufe he 
was the eo of thofe anarchifls who were alfo knaves, 
and with whom he afterwards formed a coalition. 


Marat.— 


94 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


MARAT. The wretch, born in thecountry of Neufchas 
tel, in Switzerland, at firft a beggar, then a quack,,:-who 
united meannefs of figure and of. flyle to that of .charaCtey 
and of underftanding, and whofe infolence: at the tribune 
_ was even ludicrous, will neverthelefs claim more than one 
page in hiftory from his inconceivable deification, and his 
_ death, which fent a young heroine to the tomb. . Hiftery 
will cite this vile demagogue, who has difhonoured the Pai 
theon, and all thofe who lodged him there, and excited a 
blind multitude to pillage and to crime; yet this wretch 
would not have dared to become a preacher of atheifm ; 
there was, therefore, fomething more abomiaable ‘in the 
word than Marat, which was the fpirit of Chaumette and 
of Hebert, thatis, the Facobin-Cordeher Spirit. ‘The hypo- 
erite Robefpigrre was confcious that he fhould have the ges 
neral confent of mankind in his favour in overturning thefe 
wretches; but in re-acknowledging the Supreme Being , the 
phyfiognomy of impiety was not lefs vifible. Why? Be-/ 
caufe on that day he, in reality, put himfelf in the place of 
the Deity whofe exiftence ne commanded us to acknow- 
' ledge. < 
Fouton.—Foulon, who was hung in the Place de Greve, 
| decapitated, and then dragged through the ftreets, had lived 
in fuch a manner, that ene could fcarcely pity his fate.. I 
do’ not know whether he had any prefentiment of his deftiny, 
but he had not only caufed a report of his death to be fpread,. 
he even ordered the ceremony of his own interment at his 
eftate of Houvein. ‘The corpfe of a fervant which. paffed for 
his own was carried thither, and buried with all the honours 
due toa feigneur. He left feveral millions, and an execrat~ 
_ed memory. A porte-feuille of M. Berthier. Sauvigny was 
found, and contained his condemnation. He had gone into 
his ee to put out of the way certain letters. refpecting 
the wheat tranfaCtion, fo fatal and fe badly, explained. It 
was his own peafants who arrefted him, and who, joined 
by the foldiery, formed that terrible efcort which led him to 
the Hotel de Ville; La Fayette threw himfelf on his knees 
to, obtain time to give him a trial, but in vain; the rage.was- 
fuch, that they fcarcely tock time to hang him. «..:..! 

La Harpe, Bonnet-Rouge.—The fyabol of | liberty 
which was venerated at the pening of the Revolution, 
has been profaned fince I have feen it on the head of De 
mourier. 

fe 
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In one of the affemblies of the republican Lyceum, La | 
ay haranguing with warmth, id, “Tt is afferted that 
‘ the bonnet-rouge confolidates ‘republican heads ;.I declare 
‘sthatit almoft melts amine,” and he took it off. 
The next day appeared the following advertifement. “ To 
** be fold, a bonnet-rouge, lined with three-coloured taffe- 
tay with: arich filk tuft. Speak to the uaa at Pane- 
*© koukes, and afk for the Little Lucan. - You will find him 
- day and night at his office. .He will take in exchange a 
‘© wig with three tails in the academical ftyle. Befides, if 
“* the purchafer of the bonnet-rouge would fubfcribe for the 
“* Hlarpiana, or colleCtion of ‘bon-mots, by. the author of 
** Guftavus, he fhiould have the bookfeljer’s allowance. 
‘* This work is printed, and would already have appeared, 
“ but the eulogium which the author is to make ina few 
*¢ journals of which he is compiler, is not yet inferted.” 
‘Tae Appe.pe BoisLAINETTE.—He was a curious man, 
chaplain of the Parifian National Guard: he characterized’ 
the vow of ecelefiaftical chaftity as an infane, facrilegious, 
anti-focial vow, &e. ‘ But,” exclaimed he eloquently, 
*« what power can abfolve us from this vow? Rome. At 
** that hely court nothing is finulhed. Bufinefs goes on fo 
** flowly—fo flowly |—and our marriage Is a thing fo pref- _ 
fing—fo prefling !—and I, one of the chap! ains of the 
-Parifian army, am fo prefled—fo prefled to give it 2 good 
*€ foldier !|—Sorbonne, take my cap, and pronounce cet 
© fure, if thou wilt, excommunicate, anathematize, Ido 
“not fear thy thunder. Vel duo, vel nemo, this is the only 
“ thefis which I prefent to thee. It is found—it ts fublime. 
“ If thou dareft tear it, the king of nature will condemn 
*“ thee, andapprove me. With his approbation T will pafs 
“< by thine. How éan religion, the religion of him who 
“« eurfed the barren fig-tree, make a crime, a > pleat ure, which 
‘ angels bleis around the nuptial bed, covering their faces 
*¢ with their wings, for fear, without doubt, of envying 
‘© earth that happinefs whichis not foundin heaven. Is it 
« then fo eafy a thing to dafh out one’s heart againit the 
 fleps of the fanGtuary | ? The Bernards, the Benedias, the 
ec Dominicks, tamed their bodies, but it was in frozen ponds, 
‘© iron hoops on thorns and nettles ; and their fkin, with- 
‘¢ out doubt, from the difcipline, became-hard asa negro’s 
“¢ hide, : ‘They all deelared, that it was a more diflicule thing 
‘to preferve their virginity than to raife the dead. St, 
3 = Bridget 
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ee Bridget affures us, that in hér lifetime fhe faw feveral ec- 


“« clefiaftics in hell who had turned to the prejudice of thie 
<* fpecies the attraCtion given to multiply i it.’ Fhefe words 
are a commentary on thofe of St. Bafil. “L have 1 never known 
what a woman is, and yet I am not a virgin. © The Prieur 
of the Chartreux permitted the novice Sequier to ring the 
bell every time he feit irregular defires, in order that. his 
brethren might meet to pray for him. The community was 
wearied. with praying, and the child of Bruno felt that 
there would be lefs evil in becoming Chancellor of France. 

“ Ifthe clergy, ftill haughty and hypocritieal, for ever jea- 
é lous of the ufelefs reputation of faints,” fays M. Manuel, 

- from whom I borrow ‘this. article, “ pretended that thofe 
«¢ who ‘held a god in their hands,, and fee ~queens at théir 
. feet, ought not to defeend as low as the wants of the 
‘ vulgar, will unveil the libertine works of thofe celeftial 
<. mifhonaries, who confign to hell the paffions of tender 
‘© and feeling hearts. I hold in my hand the letter of the 
& infpectar, the procés ve erbal of the comm iffary, the .confefhk- 
«© on figned by the delinquent, ‘and the receipt of his fupe- 
*€ rior, to whom he was carried’ back, without doubt, when 
« he had not wherewith to purchafe his pardon, &c. &e? 
The author, whom I have juft cited, afterwards gives the 
numerous curious and authentic lift of all the tonfured taken 
in the faét by the police in places where eeqnonicaly they 
ought not to be found. 

DESPREMENIL.— When the court’ held a parliament-pri- 
foner in the fan€tuary of juftice, and broke down the door 
of that tribunal whole moderation would have fpared it the 
blow by which it was overturned (for it was by this blow that 
the throne was really ftruck), this councellor at the Parliament 
of Paris acted a confiderable part. -It was he,’ perhaps, who 
determined the firft fhock of the Revolution. He had devot- 


ed himfelf under the defpotifm of the court with a courage 


worthy a true Roman; but he was noble, deputy of the no- 


bility ; and, after having raifed all the parliaments « againft 


the royal authority, he became its humble valet. | 
This change was not rare among fo many men feeming- 


ly born to be republicans. Mirabeau was retrograding when 


he was ftopt by poifon. It might have been faid, that he 


remembered the committee of the thirty tyrants of Athens, 
which weighed more heavily on the fepuaie than a fingle 


Pififtratus. 


The 
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The converlion of Defpremenil i is attributed to Madame 
de. Polignac, who, at a dinner of ceremony, faid aloud, 
“© Put the /ceaun before M. de Defprenienil.” She {poke of 
the water-glaffes, but it was reported that he beheld | in this 
pun the meflage ‘of his nomination to be Minifter of Juftice. 
He was.a ‘flight man, when hhe-was not embroidered by the 
-magiftrature ; and the tribune, which had deftroyed fo many 
men who had been reputed eloquent, difcovered but a bar- 
‘rifter inftead of an‘orator. He met with a ‘few cuffs on the 
day called the day of poignards; ard on his return from Cco- 
blentz, having been met on the ‘terrace of ‘Feuillants, he 
had nearly become the vi€tim of the people. ‘Pethion came 
to his affiltance: Pethion was then in allhis glory. ‘Defpre- 
amenil, all over bloody, faid to the Mayor of Paris, «whom 
he did not love, “ And L aljo, Sir, have been-carried about in 
“© griumph by the people.” 

Pirr and Copourc.—Thefe two names have ‘been ‘re- 
‘peated to: fatiety. ‘It is not lefs true, however, that Pret has 
been the moft determined fubfidizer that has ever: been feca 
in the annals of the worldhe will Jofe his. guineas. “Pitt 
in his way has acted a part as obftinate and as‘ignorant as 
Robefpierre. His hatred ‘had .only one direétion, as it was 
neither ingenious nor inventive, it blinded him, and all ‘the 
evil it has done us-will fall on his ‘own country. 

As for Saxe Cobourg, prince, and German general, 
who commanded the Auftrian troops four vears ago, after 
having been beaten feveral times by ‘our republicans, this 
great mafter of the art-has fpeedily placed his talents, his 
reputation, and his glory, wander fhelter, owning that he un- 
derftood nothing of the ta€tic of onr military feholars. | 

Monsteur.—Things wear out from frequent ule, words 
wear out when we ufe them noionger. ‘That of Monfieur 
‘is an inftance. The word citizen has almoft generally taken 
its place, but not without confiderable difficulty. 

Ina primary affembly, on a nominal appeal, the prefi- 
dent called each member, who was a little rich, Monfeur, 
and the reft. by their furname only. He called over in this. 
manner the name of a young vine-drefler. Iwas waiting 
© you,” he exclaimed. “ Why do you make diftin€ions 
-“* among the citizens: 2 Why do you not call me Monjfieur, 
‘© as youhave juft called my neighbour ? Have you forgot- 
** ten the new politenefs of equality ? Don’t you remember 
** thatevery one of us here i is Monfreur, or that nobody is?” 

Vou, I. Hi In 
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ovollw all the offices whatever of! adminiftration,” in’ alt: tri 
: bins ‘the. word Monjfiewr is proferibed. : 
~~ -LOIsEROLLES. —Hiftory will’ ynfold the: general views of 
“the :decémvirate 1 the: inyention® “oF that. fyftem,° ‘and its 
" priticipal combination with the war of Vendee,. as‘avell as 
the. infernal - proje& of its application to every part’ of the 
republic; fucha poifon could have been infufed only by the’ 
“hoftile cabinets. . 
How was ‘it pofhible to find fo many jailors, fo many ob- 
feguious executioners, fo many applauders who followed the 
‘funeral carts, who counted the number of the victims, cal-_ 
‘culating with horrid infenfibility if the number increafed or 
diminifhed. The theatre of the guillotine never. wanted a 
circle. of fpe€tators. | They t talked of fixing a ftone trough 
“under the feaffold, and making pipes to carry ‘off the blood’; 
the architect had already traced the plan of this conftruction, 
and now let us calumniate the a arts! Amid fo many vic- 
tims, there is one name which can never be forgotten, : ‘be- 
oe records all thé heroifm of paternal affection. 
‘The.unfortunate Loiferolles received at the Conciergerie = 
an act of. accufation which was-intended for his fon. He 
-faid nota word, but obeyed the intimation of the clerk, who 
ordered him to’ goto. the office.. He hies away, concealing ; 
“his joy that in facrificing® ‘hig own life -he fhould preferve: that 
‘of hisfon. The miftake was not idifcevered, becaufe he 
chad .done every thing to render it ‘complete. He trembled . 
deft his fon, who was ignorant of this. act af | devotednefs, | 
fhould come and claim his place. ‘The venerable-old man, 
‘tied to the plank, exclaimed, “ Ihave fucceeded,”? and he re- 
ceived, no ‘doubt, without regret the ftroke of death. ‘But, 
as if. heaven had waited for this Jatt and generous victim to 
manifeft allits wrath, avenging juttice at length difplayed 
-itfelfs that very day it thundered on guilt ‘that wery day the 
HyEaa were hurled headlong, and all nee cece drunk 
with blood, mounted the fcaffold: the next day. = 
Never was-there imprefled on any criminal'a more terri- 
-ble feal of reprobation than that which marked’the agony of 
Robefpierre. Half killed by his brother’s: hand or*his-own 
{for the verfion is {till doubtful), his‘ face wrapped up: with 
‘bloody rags, purfued by the imprecations and cries of j joy of 
the people, reading on every brow the pleafure of vengeance, 
cand the fallof his hideous fyftem, a{cending the feaftold asf 
had foretold him in the days of his omnipotence ’s 3. infulted 
by the executioner, who tore off with indignation the dref- 
fines 
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Gngs.of. his wounds,;.<if he did. not at that; mometit believe 
in the retribution of- divine juftice; : she. was. only. an automa« 
tony who-bad-ilued from hell to punith mankind. _ But no— 
_I think, he, muft-have., been aftonithed, and-even complained 
_that.-he did. not: fee, all, his accomplices around hina, - -many 
“Of them. fil, alive—-but let: as waits and fee: what.will be 
their end. . 

It has ee ‘c. on Pied ea Reheiene withed 
to fave, .the feventy-three reprefentatives of the pzople,. de- 
_tained-for their firm and generous proteft againft the 31ft 
.Of May; .this is not true. Robefpierre retained us as 
hoftages to keep the Coté Droit under, and we were to have 
been murdered the night preceding the gth Thermidor. 
We faw.all the apparatus of our death, arms,. flambeaux, 
(every. thing was ready; the holes were dug,” and the Sgnal 
<was expected. © holy Providence whom [ adore! thou 
. Geignedt to favour.me on that night with. the foftct, fleep 
and celeftial dreams! It entered into thy dedgns that, the 
feventy-three’ ‘fhould not-perifh! they were innocent, and 
they would have faved France from the terrible evils it fuffer- 
—éd.- .No, Ihave never feared. death, [had a fecrer feeling 
that the Author of all good and of all juflice would make,us 
triumph, . In thefe times. of ‘oppreflion and calamity; -my 
Pillow, was. always foft:. Can yom, Robert Lindet, fay as 
much’. And: thou, favage Amar, I remember thy croccdile 
-tears,, when thou cameft.to vifit us at the Madelonettes, 
after. having affaflinated the twenty-two, And how. camel 
thou 'to beliéve in the duration of thy power | ? Thow know- 
eft. neither: ‘thyfelf. nor mankind ! Thou wert, favage,. and 
feeleft no. remorfe!.Thou mighteft. as well live as perifh 
ounder.a guilty. avenging -hand. We pardon thee: ftom cone 
-fempt. - a . 

Louver, He had ; a had and brutal father, with a alg. e ond 
nary mind, who could neither fee nor feel the merit: of his 
fon. From hence probably that hatred of phale was..ex~ 

-eited 3 in his, mind, and, which was extinguifhed only with hig 
‘“dife, « sHe.: ‘attacked, the throne, he denounced.Robefpierre, 
he. called: for-the a€t of accufation of Capet’s brothers; he 
‘became an-obftinate.and indignant oppofer of- the nobility, 
‘that ufurping caft, the continual obftacle to évery difplay of 
greatnefs and. ney in, the. nation. .He was republican: to 
this lateft, breath, while: every. kind of infult was.layifhed. on 
Rime: ‘There are certain: moments when the virtuous: man, 
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eager to repel infolence and injuftice, is tempted to treat 
with lightnefs the efteem of mankind ; but Louvet, although 
above the clamours.of calumny, anfwered them. He was 
fighting continually and always ftanding in the breach. 

The univerfal blindnefs of the capital with refpect to Ro- 
befpierre, emboldened ‘the confpirators, the partizans of 
virtue were abandoned, but our republicanifm will remain. 
without {pot or blemifh. I thared in all Louvet’s opinions 5 
asia reward of his virtues and talents, why did he not livé 
to fee the 18th of Frudtidor | | 


ANECDOTES. . 


M: Dusamet, a persia: of Paris, withing to. continue 
his: journey from Rome to Naples, went, to. our ambaflador 
‘to have:a paffport. The: ambaflador afked: him, if he had 
feen the revolt at Paris. *¢ What revolt.?” replied. the citt- 
zen. ..© What revolt! the revolt of Paris, that of July.” 
“ I do not unde rftand y ou.” The, fecretary of the embafly 
took: “up: the sot con: — Monfeigneur afles :if- you ‘have 
£4 fen’ the Revolution ? “Oh, yes! I have feen the French 
co Revolution.’ ate What difference, Sir,” replied the ain- 
baffador; ‘do you find between a revolt and. a revolution?” — 
£¢. This difference,” retorted the citizen; “Slaves revolt 
is againft. their -mafter 3a free people . who refume. their rights 
© make a vevolution. You fee now why r could. not comprehend. 
4 yo.” Thofe who have been prefent at the fittings of the 
French Senate know how noify they fometimes-were. The 
decree which ordered the fale of ecclefialtical | eftates, excit= 
ed, as might have been fuppofed, very! loud cries among the 
tonfures.. Every member of the clergy-arofe, changed place 
every moment, in order to increafé the noife which. his 
brother in arittocracy: made. > A lady, out of patience with 
all this. brawling, cried - out—*6 Gentlemen, they. meant to 
“6 fhave ‘you, bat if you make. fo. much, tir, you, will be 
ee cut.’ : 


CHAP: 


CHAP. XLU. 
: -RED-BOOK. re 


_ Wao is ; there at ‘prefent unacquainted with ihe Red. 
Book ? This book has gained over a crowd of honeft men 
to the caufe of patriotifm: It has ftrengthened the weak, 
convinced the unbelieving, enlightened the blind, infpired 
the upright with more courage, filled every civic mind with © 
generous energy and facred indignation ; and, in this point 
of view, it is the moft eloquent and ufeful pamphlet that 
has-ever appeared. Eternal thanks to the courageous mem-= 
bers of the Committee of Penfions, who, after numerous 
efforts, tore it at length from the hands of minifters, whofe 
crimes it laid opentothe day. .— 

The 1ft of December 1789, M. le Camus denounced to 
the National Affembly the exiftence of the Red-Book. It 
was'a thick, elegant regifter, bound in Turkey leather, with 
gilt edges, and’ which contained a lift: of the penfions, of 
which fomé were as follows: | 

‘On the firft leaf was a German Prince, who had four 
penfions : the firft for his fervices as colonel, the fecond for 
his fervices as colonel, the third for his fervices as colonel, 
the fourth for his fervices as colonel, Total’of the petifions 
of this German Prince, forty thoufand, forty-eight livres. 

M. Claverie dé Bamire, four penfions. The firft and the 
fecond, becaufe he was at the fame time fecretary interpreter 
of two. foreign regiments, who wanted no interpreter, 
and who were ‘in garrifon, one in the Eaft, and the other 
inthe Weft; the. third, becaufe he was clerk in the War- | 
office ; the. fourth, hecaule he was clerk in the W ar-office. 
Total, twenty-three thoufand four hundred fixty-nine’ livrés, 
of. which four thoufand feven hundred and fifty: were re+ 
vertible to’ his wife and children, Se. under the fine: title of 
referve, ofan 3 
M.de- Galois de: la Tout, firft Prefident anid Intenidant. 
‘in Provence, ‘in honour of whom M. ‘Baretitin caufed two 
medals to be engraved in the newfpapers, twenty twa thou 
fand feven hundred and twenty livres, in three penfions 5 
the firft, as firft prefident and intendant;the fecond, as in- 
tendant 


\ 
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tendant ao Hitt prefident ; ; the: “third, for the” Jome confider= | 
ations as thofe above-mentioned. “eopy faitht ‘ally: the text. 

| ‘Madame Ifam, twenty-four thoufand nine hundred and" 
eighty-livres, to favour her marriage, and i in. confideration’ of 
ber fervices. - 

ML. Claude Francois Moreau, ‘whofe valiant pen was, em’ 
ployed for half a century in giving Teffons of flavery’ tothe 
nations of the earth, had only a penfion of twerity-one 
thoufandlivres. Tt is but little 5 there are trades which c one 
eannot pay too much. 

_ Every one knows: that in France’ the’ quality of Graid- 
Mafter of the Barbers’ Company procured M. & Amdouillé, 
fir ft furgeon to the king, fixty. two thoufand livres, to be 
taken on the produce of the itrokes of razors given ‘every 

eat on alt ee chins 1 im: the lis ead ned Will it after this be 


oe i ne faid in the National 1 Aecbiys ah here'widie 
dead perfons who regularly received the penfions’ which’ they. 
‘obtained “during their lives. like better the penfions ‘con- 
ferred. on individuals. who never exifted, and who perhaps 
never ‘will exift;. fuch as, four thoufand livres. to the perfon 

‘who fhalk marry ! Madame de Bafchi, miftrefs of Monfiéu?. 

- With refpect to Mademoifelle Hue de Miromenil, ‘penfi- 
“olied' ir confideration of her. marriage, thei is Teally’ alive, fo. 
her penfion is eight thoufand livres: 

» BE Blanchet, “for thoufand feven hundred’ and twenty- 
‘fever livres, in confideration of paft fervices, and four thou- 
fand feven hundred: and twenty-feven livres in confideration 

‘of his future fervices. ‘Fotal, nine thoufand four hundred 
cand fifty-four livres. M adumels Marquife de Havacourt de 
‘Mailly, fourteen thoufand fix hundred and fifty-one livres, 
in three penfions; the firft, by continuation ; the fecond, 
‘without;motive ; the third, for * falaries retained. MM. Pavelin, 
twenty-one thoufand livres, imconfideration of the: modicity 
of his charge of receiver-general' of the finances. Of the 
madicity | Readers, never forget the article of M: Hamelin, 
(a time will confe when we fhall talk, by our firé-fide, of the 

orders of which we were witheffes, as old nurfes relate 

he voyages of Sinbad the’ Sailor, and‘the ftory of the: Sleep- 
img Beauty in the Wood—bdec memi iniffe juvabit, festa 

‘This medicity of Hamelin brings to my mine: an of@ offi- 

er named: M. Segrave, who en, an.arm fifty-four years 

fince 
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fince-at the fiege of: Fribourg, and who never..was able to 
obtain. the fout-fols: a-day which’ the ordnance ; grants’ to every sa 
mutilated, officer. _ O M. Hamelin: ! how many four fols 
a-day.on your. general r receipt of finances, and you are not 
fatisfied, A. Hamelin! You really wanta penfion of twenty-" 
| one. thoufand livres! I make a motion that the four fols de- 
manded. by, M. ‘Segrave. be given to M. Hamelin, thata 
thoufand crowns of M. Hamelin’s penfion be given to M. 
Segrave, and that the remaining cighteen thoufand livres be 

re{tored td the nation. 

In general, it was obferved that the Red- Book was a.re- 
cord. of penfions to a great number of women, comme. it 
faut; to clerks and fecretaries, comme il n’en faudroit pas’; 
and toa few military men, comme il en faudroit beaucoup. In 
the lit of the women, we find-a lady mear Avranches, who 
had twelve hundred livres penfion for having received a colo- 
nel feveral times at hertable. It was well afcertained. that it 
was.at-her table. | 

_ After having (olen of the Red- -Book, in one of the fit. 
tings of. the National Affembly, M. le Camus denounced 
another book, entitled, | «© Book of Salaries.” his was the 
younger. ‘Grather of the ‘Red-Book, and _ contains, like the 
eldeft, a lift of. turpitudes and crimes of courtiers and Mie 
nifters.- A member of the Coté Noir having afked, by 3 way 
of derifions what the book was covered with? « With the 
&¢ blood of the people,” anfwered Barnave, vehement tly. 


CHAP. XLII. 
I$ THE GUILLOTINE A MILD PUNISHMENT? 


. ae Nesiedal Agemb! y af France, eae ace: without 
doubt, by principles: of. humanity, confulted fevers perfong 
ani Te to know if. ina cafe where the law pronounced the 
fentence of death againtt a criminal, j it would be poll! e to 
find the means. of rendering the fufferer in fome fort infenfi- 
bleto pain, The. inftrument known under the name of the 
ogaillgnne WAS -Propofed: 3 the academy of furgery was con- 


fuited ; 
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fulted ; many: experiments: were made on corpfes, to ve- 
rify. if e divifion of the neck, was inftantaneous, and it 
was unanimoufly agreed, . that. this inftrument, _ by. which: 
he head was feparated from: the trunk. in..an indivifible 
ae extinguifhed life in:the fhorteft time poffible. Of 
the truth of this aflertion no-doubt was.entertained: No 
one imagined: that: after the detruncation, there could exift 
the leaft, pain, the flightett degree of fenfibility, either im 
the head: er the trunk, when thofe parts were feparated 
from each- other. Never among{t any: people has it been: 
conjedured; that> life, and confequently: fenfibility, could’ 
farvive, even-for a fevs moments, this mutilations. Never- 
thelefs; the contrary: opinion. feems. to: have gained credit 
for fome: time paft.. Some fears: began. to be entertained: 
that we. have been déeeived in this point, and that we 
pronounced: with too. much: precipitation in ,1791. Some 
perfons ferieully. enquire if it be true, that he who- has 
ult becn. beheaded by the achom of the machine in: quef- 
tion, fuffers. no longes when the head: is. feparated from 


_the trunk. Qthers think they: difcover: in- the convulfive 


mation of the mufeles: of the face immediately: after the 
execution, the figns of. exquifite pain;.and am- evidence of 
fenfibility:not:yet extinguifhed. ‘They even go fo-far as to 
divell uponm-the griefs and regrets of thofe whofe friends or 
fees have perithed: by. this. punifhment; in reflecting 

hat a head, feparated:from the body, has: the confciouf- 
oe of painy, thatlife remains as long as there is heat 
‘They are afraid left: the ideasof pain fhould be in this 
lead, as it is-in the ftump of a man who has undergone 
the amputation of adimb, and who: fuffers-from this mem-= 
ber, though ite be no more, 

All thefe reafonings fall of themfelves.1f the perfon exe- 
cuted dies-inftantly: It is therefore only.a fimple queftion 
- anatomy. Now it is well-known, that there exifts in 

nati two organs. fo neceflary, fo effential to’ life, that it 
a as. foon as-the aétion of either-is-difcontinued. One 


of thefe organs is the brain, ,the other the heart. It is on 


this account that they. are called vital organs: human life 
cannot: fabfift without their-aCtion. Thus a wound in the 
Heart is neceffarily- mortal;.and a hurt in the brain, great: 
enough to hinder this organ from acting, is alfo neceflarily. 
mortal. In both cafes, quicknels of death is in the ratio 


of. the: quicknels: with. which the. heart:or: brain ceale to attg 
“This 
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This ‘its a truth afirmed: in every book of art, and there 
does not exift a fingle treatife of regular phyfick, in which 
it is. not.very: particularly afferted, ‘that every hurt capable 
of. making the. action either of the heart or the brain ceafe, 
is:tieceffarily mortal; that is to fay, that life, and all fen- 
fibility ceafe at the moment when the heart ceafes its func- 
tions; and reciprocally, that life ceafes, and fentiment is 
extinguifhed, the moment the brain difcontinues to a&t. Tt 
is thus that we fee thofe die. inftantly who are attacked with 
a firong fit of apoplexy, a difeafe which, when carried to 
a high depree, leaves the brain without motion. » li: the 
fame manner we die fuddenly, though the’ brain be not 
affected, when, from any caufe, a rupture or wound be 
made.in the heart, which fuddenly ftops its motion. Now 
it 1S demonftrated to whoever will in the leaft degree re- 
fle, that not only the heart, but alfo the brain, difconti- 
nues acting, as foon as the head of a man is feparated ‘from 
the reft of his body. In this cafe, death itfelf is inftanta- 
neous. “Death would not be long, and the pain would not 
be prolonged, but in as much as the ceffation of either of 
thefe vital. funtions fhould operate flowly, which is impof- 
fible, fince at the very inftant'in which the detruscation is 
compleat, the dreadful hemorrage of the veffels, both of 
the head andthe trunk, puts an end both to the aCtion of 
the heart. and the brain. If any one is curious to know if 
the patient really fuffers, and for what time, it may be 
anfwered, that his: pain is the ratio of the time that the 
keen inftrument takes to operate the. detruncation. 

We may conjecture that'if it be done tm a fecond, the 
patient only fuffers a fecond; but we fhould deceive our- 
felves ftill in adopting this calculation, probable as it may 
feerh, fince bodily pain always fuppofes, in order to be 
felt diftinly by him who undergoes it, a refle€tion, a 
thought, a fentiment, in 2 word, an intellectual funtion, 
Wow how can this funétion of the mind take place, when 
the:organ by which it a€ts exifts no longer? It is clear, 
therefore, that the action, both of the heart and brain, 
ceafe inftantaneoully, and there can neither be pain nor 
fenfibility in a body deprived of life. 

_ QOne of the moft learned phyficians of the Taft age, has. 
anfwered before-hand every enquirer on this fubjeet. Wip- 
pen, in his treatife on the Apoplexy, expreffes himfelf thus : 
ef ‘The punifhment of decollation clea aily proves what indif- 
oe F |, ** nenfable 
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s¢ penfabie need the brain, during the-whole courfe of: lifes. 
“has of the continual: action ofthe heart. For as foon, 
“the head is feparated from the body, all fentiment and, 
«< motion are extingt, even in the head; Omnes fenfus et mor 
“rus animalis, etiam in capite, moriuntur.”’ What may. de= 
ceive thofe who have not the firft notions of anatomy, 15: 
the palpitation of the flefh, the irritability of the mufcles,: 
which fubfift more or lefs as the body is warm ; but this. 
irritability, or this mufcular contra¢tion, in a body which: 
has not yet loft its heat, though deprived of life, cannot 
excite the flighteft fenfibility, with which it ought never 
to be confounded. . Never has any one thought that when 
a worm or an eel is cut into feveral pieces, ‘the fenfibility. 
of the animal can be excited by irritating with the point of 
a pin -any one‘of the pieces detached from the reft, though 
all taken feparately are irritable during a certain: fpace of 
time. What we fay is fo truly verified by every anatomilt, 
that from the origin of this fcience to the prefent day, there 
36 nota fingle perfon who has adepted a propofition contrary 
to that which we have prefented *. 


CHAP. XLIV. 


~NEW CRIES. 


“Earry in the morning we hear ies cry of the newf- 
papers. Simple projects me: decrees are transformed into 
laws, and a whole neighbourhood reafon upon, or are af- 
frighted at, what is never to take place. The people, who 
fave been a thoufand times deceived by thefe fairhlefs new{- 
hawkers, do not pay the lefs attention to the vociferator. 
Every mind is alert, and if the Legiflative Body occafions 

any ‘fenfations of terror, it ‘is in ‘the brazen throats of 
thefe indefatigable hawkers. In the evening: they run 
through the fireets with other newfpapers, and: make the 
pai brawli ing; and there are fome names, fuch as Eydi- 
ane Feuillant, the Pofiitlon de Calais, Poutlier, Rey 
dy 


* { am indebted for thefe obfervations to Captain Laffus, my 
kicnd and colleague at the National Inftitute. 


an 
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did “Peuplet: which: “have: bee. repeated an hundred ‘times 
méfe ‘than‘all thofe of: kings, of - emperors, and of. great 
writers ‘of any age . paft! or prefent. — _ Coffee-houfes * and: 
imicking-rooms* are in «motion “at the voice of the newf- 
hawker.’ The fhop-boy-feizes on the flying leaf, the brawler 
takes the piece-of money, and is gone in an inftant. Ie : 
he*who'can attain with quickeft ftep the diftant Fauxbourg, 
where the ‘poor ftockholder, who goes to bed: without 
candle, “hears: that they: have. been very bufily employed 
about. him,: but without giving him any thing. 

Wi tories -and confpiracies, batties and revolts, the death 
of: generals, ‘the arrival of ambaffadors—all is publithed 
pele-niele. “The news-writer, for two fols, kills a perfon 
who is alive and in’ good health; hé would announce: the 
end of the .government,. as: Laiande announces the.end of 
the world, if he had been told to cry the :great treafon 
of the’ Diretory, and the murder of the Legiflative Body. 

- Legiflation, policy, and diplomacy, are at “the mercy-of 
thefe cryers, who disfigure names, diftort expreffions, and 
in the crofs-ftreets make fuch a fubverfion of. geography; 
that the north and the fouth are confounded together, 
and the affairs of Rome are tranfaéted at Ratifbon. 

"The people who liften to all this terrible nonfenfe, make 
their commentaries on it as they go to reft; and heaven 
Knows how inftru€ive the narrations of hair-dreffers be- 
-eome the next day. Sometimes thefe abfurd reports are 
raked together, amd entrufted to the poft, and ali the fol- 
lies which the moft extravagant and moft anti-political 
dreamer‘could invent, circulate in the little towns of -the 
‘departments, and have no. other foundation than the’: fries 
of the ftreets of. Paris. 

 Vainly. has it been attempted to impofe filence on thofe 
‘commentators. They pretend that ‘they . are. privileged 
heralds ; a found might be imprifoned fooner than their 
-perfons. 0: - 
~ A.multitude. of little retailers hawk it every corner. ‘of 
the fireets, objects of-{mall mercery, and baw] fo as almof 
to ftun-each other, the price of their merchandize; a few 
; ends of candles, which the wind melts, cover with tal] ow 
their warehoufes, three feet long: and though the price be 
every low, you always purchafe teo dear, fince it is the 
refufe of all the manufactures. 
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Formerly at the door of the playhoufes, when a puppy 
went out between the two picces,.all the iink-boys were bel- 
lowing, “ Your carriage M. le Marquis, M. le Chevalier, 
M. le Comte?” they fabftitute at _prefent the names of 
Captain, of General, of Commiffary. They are become 
more familtar, prefent their hand to the fine ladies, call- 
ing them Citoyennes; and offering a cabriolet, obferving 
that twé can fit very conveniently ; they affume an infolent 
tone of gaiety, and indifferent to all parties,. they treat with 
as little eeeny the dog scared ‘gentry, as: the Jecobin 
{cratch. - 

The eloquence of the tribune = suas formed, or 
given ,boldnefs to all thofe orators at the corners of 
-ftreets, who talk with one another of great motions,. 
of fome famous confpiracy difcovered, and fometimes: apof- 
trophize the paflengers. The ftreet-porters call all thofe 
who difpleafe them, ariftocrats.. They pafs their time in 
chattering about politics, and have contra€ted ‘an air ~of 
affurance which becomes ftill more remarkable, as they 
make you pay a trible falary for the leaft fervices. ©. 

_As for the ballad-fingers,; we may judge'to what ‘point 
they have carried the abufe of their: privileges. -One- of 
them called Pitou, had acquired fo numerous an auditory, 
that the guard did not dare interrupt him ‘in his- warbling 
funétions. Every time he fpoke of the -republick, he 
clapt his hand on his backfide. He was arrefted and car- 
ried'to the Criminal ‘Fribunal; he anfwered the Public 
Accufer, that in the gefture, with which he was reproach- 
ed, he had no other intention than looking for his fauff 
box. After having been twenty-two times “imprifoned. for 
his couplets, and his finging, he carried the matter to fuch 
a pitch, that he was at lait condemned to banifhment. 

This Pitou was a: kind of Diogenes, but he did not: live: 
at Athens, 

The proclamations of new{paper-hawkers had neasly 
overturned the republican government: Every thing i is come 
pofed of infinitefimals. oO 


CHAP. 
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_NEW ROBBERS. 


In the mid& of this dale: of all the human pations, | 
and when we had agitated and beat: the pond, it was im- 
poflible that the mud fhould not ‘rife to the furface, and 
troup ls: the purity of the waters. 

. There are therefore bands of robbers, sete numbers 
aa every day with their audacity. Confiderable rob- 
beries are. committed, nay, even confpiracies are formed, 
and yet, the police is ative; but it has, like other inte 
tutions, its alternatives of force and weakmels 5 it was it- 
felt. corrupted. 

The Revolutionary Committees had no great intere® te 
purfue thofe wretches, who under diffexent drefles, glide. 
into houfes, - anake their remarks, and afterwards hie to 
their rendezvous, . where they difeuls the robberies “they 
| premeditate. : : 

The new robbers. aré much more daring than the olds 
they. recommend to him. who is to enter firtt, in cafe the 
door is forced, not to bufy himfelf about the minuties, fuch 
as linen and phen effects; but to feize the jewels, plate, 
and. objects of value; leaving the reft to the petits paigres, 
which, in their cant, means a fecondary order of thieves. 
‘hey never forget to menace ftoutly whomever the: y fuf-. 
pect of being.cowardly enough to manger le morgeauy that 
as, to difcover the. theft. 

They. haye under their orders active citizens, (ita is Te 
they call them by way of derifion), whofe bufinefs it is te 
carry. off. portefeuilles, “which they call lucs + and for this 
purpofe they. go to the doors of the theatres, where they 
form a crowd. The mof adroit marches foremof, fol- 
lowed flowly by his aides-de-cantp, he preffes on, feeling 
the pockets which he wifhes to lighten ; and when he 
finds a /uc which is fufliciently bulky, and which he thinks 
it eafy to filch, he feizes it by an art which is peranae te 
the profeflion, and which I cannot de efcribe ; he paffzs it 

very 
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very dexteroufly to him who:is -behind:} him, fo-that if by 
‘chance,.he fhould: be arrefted, he cannot : be convicted. of 
the crime; and in this cafe shove have been fome who have 
pufhed their impudence’fo: far, as‘to' caufe the unfortunate 
plaintiff tobe arrefted, and carried to the~ Conimittee ‘of 
the SeGtion, where, in the brilliant days of f Robefpierre, the 
robber found comrades, furety, and. protection. | 

‘They have places which they. call apis francs, slick 
they ; fhare the fruit of their labours... They: have alfo  re- 
eeivers, fuch as Jews, dealers in gold, pawnbrokers, who 
buy fromthem, ata very low price, -the objects whet mae 
have {tolen, and change their form inftantly. | Eee 

‘Thofe who have any doubt of the eae a of ick 
knaves, may goto the public audience of the Criminal-Tribu- 
bunals they are eafily difcovered, inotionlefs,. filent, . ex- 
amining’the attack and the defence, moving their lips, 
and as “it were fuggefting to the prifoner his anfwers.. It 
is there that they ftudy our criminal code, and: take’ ad- 
vantage of every point which an. ignorance vof the deep 
rece ‘of the human heart may: have diated: to ca 
ators too philofophic. _ : 

' When their comrade finks under aie terr rible day. of con= 
viction and of truth, his filence is rewarded, and. he ‘is 
not abandoned. The plan ‘of death being abolithed, he is 
placed-on the zabouret. But there, fuperior to. afore: dif- 
daining public fhame, | he receives tender. falutations’ of the 
eye from his companions and from the ftrumpets, their 
obfequious miftreflés; when I fay obfequious, itis becaufe 
they were not unacquainted with the thefts: of the band. 

‘It is a received. axiom that it is very ealy to efcape the 
galleys, that they are quit for a fhort j journey 5 which is 
the. reafon why ‘the new thieves are more perverted than 
the old ones, that they have carried’ their. -effrontery and 
infolence to fuch an excefs that. they g give no fgns of: oa 
tance, and brave death with impiety. eas 

We have feen women condemned to the tabouret, the 
firft punifhment which the law infli€ts, and which precedes 
reclufion, or the puniflyment of the gall eYsy for men; we 
have feen thefe women take up their petticoats, and infult 
the paflengers by their obfcene expreffions; but as this 
act of depravity was growing into an habit, the executioner 
was: ordered to faften their pe ctticoats, and tye their 
hands. 


Having 
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 Havitig: exercifed three times the office of; jury-man at. 
ae Criminal T ribunal in the department of Paris, I have 
never quitted the’ court without having my mind fenfi- 
~bly affeGted for the lofs of that moral infting, of which, 
in feveral criminals, not the flighteft veltige remains. No! 
“there is no more hypocrify ! Vice and crime have their 
apologies and_ their apologifts. “Che counfel for the pri- 
‘foners, either from inattention, or from the vanity of ex- 
“hibiting: their talents, have de-naturalized every word 
that implied morality. Alas! how can any one, for a 
‘pecuniary recompence, determine to whet the poignard 
which may be turned again{t fociety, and againit him- 
Self! A greater motive for grief and afflition is, that 
the grading, {the name .of the benches of she. Criminal 
‘Tribunal in which the prifoners fit), are frequently filled 
with women who are bold before the judges, where they 

aflume the audacioufnefs. of the men, and want only a 
club in their hands... Let us hope’. that thefe creatures are 

‘only thei ‘Impure. remains of thofe women who ufed to pafs 
the morning in bawling at. the tribunes, or puthing on the 
Revolutionary Tribunal, ..who, in the afternoon’ infulted. the 
-misfortunes of . the. siétimss whom . the. decemvirs: fent to 
the fcaffold,. aud. crowned their day’ $ wor by going, to the 
ceed in the evening... 

‘The - people - are: fiiceptible of every aeuliel ‘The 
frequency of punifhments, the fight of blood, have ine 
‘duced mento :defpife not only death, but. fill more, ine: 
famy::. In. their: dungeons they jeft on the guillotine, 
and. make a fort. of rehearfal of their execution, with 
fhouts of laughter: and the fifty- feven days which I pailed 
with thefe malefactors,- when I was thruft amoneft. thems 
becaufe there was no room elfewhere; thefe fifty-f -feven 
days, in which I thought I inhabited anew world, will 
be loft neither for hiftorv, nor for the knowledge ar the 
human heart: Oh! aboininable Decemvirs, if you only 
gilled men ! > te ae : 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVI. 
NINTH OF MARCH 1793. 


How were the deputies, who were friends to order, com~ 
tinually infulted, while Marat and his adherents were tri- 
umphant i Marat founded the tocftn on the ihop-keepers 5 
the pillage began at day-break; all the fhops were taken 
pofteffion of ; fugar, candles, feap, and other commodities 
were taken off, A fentiment of remorfe afterwards takes 
poffefion of thefe pillagers 5 they tax the merchandize them- 
felves, and then feise if thous any refltance, whether 
the fhop-keeper will take the price er not. 

No doubt the commune wasin connivance with the chiefs 
of the mob; for it was intended to have given much great- 
er extent to chs vifit. When they faw that the diforder did 
not go far enough, and that the mob did not hang up the. 
tradefmen at their fhop-deors, the municipal officers, whe 
were informed of what. was to take place the next day, 
affeGted an air of withing to put a ftep to the pillage. 

Marat was denounced to the Convention for this proveca- 
tion to anarchy, which affuredly was not doubtful; he fatis- 
fied himfelf with replying to his accufers, that they were 
hogs, fools, and ‘fit only to be fent to the mad-houfe. This 
new ind of eloquence was familiar to the club of the Cor- 
deliers, the Jacobins, the Commune, and im the permanent 
affemblies of the fections 3 it was in this manner they anfwer- 
ee us. The organization of the Revolutionary Tribunal 

vas formed amidft the terrible rearings of thefe armed affal~ 
ae who had marched on the Convention to exterminate al} 
the Core Droit; but they made fo much noife, uttered fuch 
shocking Sa clemations: and obferved fo little myftery in 

¢heir proceedings, that we were informed of their defigns. 
& confiderable fhower of rain which fell at that moment, 
did not a little contribute to difperfe the confpirators. Not 
being able fomamalie the deputies of the Cote Droit, the 
Montagnards ordered the printing ofhces of fuch journalitts 
to be dellroyed, as were enemies to anarchy ; and it was at 
this epocha that Danton, who two days before, oe 

order 
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erder the better to attain his end, had caufed the paffing of 
alaw, which fet at liberty all prifoners confined for debt, 
_and abolifhed arreft, propofed anew to break entirely the 
executive power, and to chufe its future minifters from the 
Convention. ! 

No perfon of common fenfe can believe that this Danton — 
was arepublican. He never was fo. Direétor of the fatal 
days of the 31f% of May and 2d of June, ordered and paid 
for by the foreign powers, he had made propofitions for 
taking the little Capet from the Temple, of parading him 
in bis arms through Paris, and of getting himfelf named his 
tutor: On the other hand, Robefpierre, in the'delirium of 
his pride, and blinded by a feries of fuccefs which had turn- 
ed his narrowhead, aimed at nothing lefs than marrying the 
daughter of Lewis the XVIth, and caufing himfelf to be 
ptoclaimed Protector. 

Among ‘thefe wretches, it was he who fhould concentre 
moft authority in his hands; raifed from the] lowell flate of 
mifery to a fort of opulence, there was no chimera with 
which they did not feed their devouring appetite. Leagued 
at firft to reign under the fhadow of the tutelage ar the 
child, which they would have made away with when their 
power fhould have been confolidated ; and divided after- 
wards, becaufe each was willing to hive the glory of placing 
‘the Dauphin on the throne ; but they could not commit this. 
anti-republican crime before they had crufhed the Gironde, 
who had founded the republic, and willed it. 

The party of Orleans was fallen, becaufe the nullity of 
the man was clear; the moft fhamelefs could have no rele 
ance on him. Figure toyourfe! ives, if you can, a multitude 
of wretches, fullied with crimes, intriguers greedy for fpoil, 
covered with fhame, efcaping from the. places of their birth, 
enrolled on this. great theatre where they are not known, 
proud of acting, for the firfi time, a part, and opening a 
large, road to fortane:: ; having-neither home, nor relations, 
nor friends ; fo much the more bold in their impudence, as 
they reaped on another’s foil; fuch was the picture of the 
oop al at this, epocha. 

Wretches from every country, adventurers of every rank, 
-motion-makers of every age, were fallen into the Popular 
Societies, preferring the moft extravagant fpeeches, and ut- 
tering mn moft fanguinary wilhes. ‘They were hilened to, 

Vou £ i. I furrounded, 
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ea and the more ftrokes they aimed at rational i 
berty, the more they were applauded ; brawlers of mérality, 
pane gyrilts of demagogy, . and covered with the donnet rouge, 
they were themfelves aflonifhed at the credit thev acquired 
for talents; and Albitte, the huiflier, could not make out 
how he became a Demofthenes. 


CHAP. XLVI. 


FRIENDS OF THE BLACKS. 


me fhall never perhaps know with certainty what was 

he direct and entire tenor of that famous convention figned 
at at Pilnitz, in the courfe of the year 17905 but it appears 
evidently that a certain cabinet fent in its plans, which gives 
feficient certainty that they were directed to bring about the 
greateft difafters in France. Let us judge from the queftion 
brought before the Englifh Parliament refpecting the flave- 
trade. This was a fnare laid by Pitt for the imbecility of 
eur levellers; they did not with it to be faid, that England 
fhould apn fingle in reclaiming the rights of man. ‘They 
were the dupes ee this minifter. The fociety of the Friends 
of the Negroes was inftituted, I perceived the fnare, and 
would never fufler my name tobe infcribed on thefe lifts, 
which prefen ated the names of many humane, but fhort- 
iighted men. itt and his adherents caufed the quefticn to 
be adjourned from year to year, fatished in ‘feeing us fall into 
their ambuthes, and too certain that the civil torches lighted 
in our colonies, would for ever diffuade.England from re- 
fuming this queftion. 

In the fame manner the twenty thoufand pair of thoes, 
which the Englith offered to the National Convention, for 
our foldiers, who were running bare-focted after victory, 
was afiratagem of Pitt’ 85 conceived to humble the French 
“nation's ane what is moi itrange is, no one perceived it; fo 

remote 
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remote were they from believing that any one would fport 
thus with a great Affembly. 

One of the heads of the fociety of the ecade of the 
Negroes was Valadi, ‘ci-devant officer of the Guards, and 
fince a deputy ; who from fentiment, philofophy, and love 
of ‘the people, had abandoned the caufe of the'killers. In. 
the affair of the Negroes, , his heart and his want of lees 
ence deceived him, but he difcovered the fnare when it wa 
too late. He expatiated this error in inlifting againft the 
Robefpierrian and Decemviral faétion, and he died under 
the blows of thofe ferocious affaffins. 

And whilft they were pleading for the caufe of the Blacks, 
the epee was opened in the colonies to burnings and mur- 
ders! and the Mulattoes threw themfelves between the 
Blacks and the Whites, and became at the fame time their 
snoft dangerous. friends, and their moft implacable enemies. 

Every converfation turned on the flave-trade; it was dif- 
cuffed nearly in the fame manner as the quarrel for the 
mufic of Gluck and Piccini, that is to lay, the antagonifts 
avere neither muficians nor poncians, 


CHAP. XLVI. 


MAXIMUM. 


“THE ety was more arid tote conmeated by the penury of 
fubfiftence, in Se as Boilly d’Anglas railed his voice 
to affure the people that they were going to be fupplied with 
abundance. He was, after Barrere, the mot intrepid of 
liars. Bread was the. obje€t of violent contention at the 
doors of the bakers, after having waited at leaft five or fix 
hours to obtain the {mall portion deftined for each individual. 
But it was not only bread they were afraid of Ee the 
immenfe ecnniainuen of the armies, which fell back on 
France, made them apprehend that meat would be foon 
wanting alfo. To prevent this, a patriotic Lent was pro-- 

2 . . poied, 
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pofed, a miferable parody of a London Faft, in order that 

the race of animals might have time to renew itfelf. ‘The 
Department of Paris, ehichi feemed to have fworn the 
ruin of the city, increafed the public alarm by its. placards,. 
.doubled ths price of: grain in the markets, and’ at aa 
propoled the "eine a maximum on the price of articles of 
eae throughout the republic, the fuppreflion of the 
corn trade, the fuppreflion of every intermediary between 
the: faves era na the peu in hort, a general. requifition: 
cf all the crops,after every harveft. . 

In fpite of the natural propenfity of the Convention to. 
fanétion. every. meafure which would ruin both France and 
itfelf, in. obedience to the vociferations of. the tribunes, the 
dangerous petition of the. Department, of Parls.was. vey ul 
received. 

Famine, like the war of Vendee, had’ been. prolonged 
even by thofe who appeared moft defirous-of finifhing it. 
‘here was no bread after plentiful harvefts, fuch was the 
~-will.and the continually increafing impudence of the dema~ 
gogical’ potentates. ‘The Convention, tormented by them. 
within, befieged by a multitude which every inftant threat- 
ened its diffolution, decreed a maximum diminifhing the 
price of grain, waiting till it was forced to maximife, every 
other. kind of merchandize. — ; 

‘The maximum ffattered the multitude, but did.not dimi- 
nifh thofe lengthening aflemblies, fince called queues (tails) 
by the Parifians, for ever difpofed to laugh at events the 
molt melancholy. Thefe queues lafted more than two 
years, and extended almoft to every cbject of daily. con- 
fun oD | 

“he petitioners for fubfillence daily befieged the bar of: 
the Convention, where they vented every kind of imperti- 
nence. It was the Mountain party who feng them to excite 
a commotion, but they did nct.attain their end; the people 
fuifered patiently under famine and the guillotine. ‘They 
did not pretend to rife till Praireal and Vendemiaire, that 
is, they. did not rife except when excited, hired, ane direct- 
ed. 

The: maximum was in every mouth, and: the ievie of con- 
verfation I every corner of the freet-3 and, after a number 
of Ps ee it was faid to Genify brandy, which the 
multitude drank without. mercy. ‘Dhis liquor has made'a 
: : fingular 
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fingular change in the manners of the people, of which an 
hoarfe voice became the firft phyfical demonftration. 

The words of Boifly d’Anglas at this epocha remind us 
of the phyfician, who, then confulted on the cafe of a 
patient in danger, antwered, It is nothing; to-morrow it 
will not appear, and the patient died the next day. 

It was obferved, that when cloth was at three thoufand | 
livres an ell, this circumftance was taken advantage of, to 
enaét more frequently the part of the Avocat Patelin, and 
teach the art of fwindling a thopkeeper of a piece of cloth. 
Never were the theatres better attended:than in thefe days 
of famine. The people eat nuts and walnuts, and faid, in 
going out, “I have faved fire and candle, it would have 
“* coft me more in wood and tallow at home.” 

The fare of a hackney-coach coft fix hundred livres, which 
was ten livres a minute. An individual, who had been 
driven to his houfein the evening, afked the coachman what 
was his fare? Sixthoufand livres. He took out his pocket- 
book, and paid him. 

Every body was rich in imagination, and poor only when 
they came to be undeceived. 


STATUE OF HENRY THE FOURTH. 


Tue ftatuesof kings had been overthrown, while that of 
Henry the Fourth remained ftanding. The people were un-_ 
decided whether it fhould fall or not. The poem of the 
Henriade militated in its favour 3 but he was the anceftor of 
aperjured king. ‘This ftatue, hitherto fo much venerated, 
underwent the fame fate as the reft. What aftonifhed me 
moft was, what I heard faid around me; “ if Ravillac killed 
“ {leary the Fourth, it was becaufe he bad feduced bis fifter, 
© and left her afterwards, > The people in the long run 

come 
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come at the knowledge of every thing. This fact was con- 
figned ina manufcript of the national library. 

He would have’ paffed for a facrilegious monfter, who 
heretofore fhould have infulted this efligy. Tt was, if L may 
ufe -the expreflion, a facred image, and now it was fhame- 
lefsly mutilated and trodden under foot. » But the kings of 
France were no longer any thing but Sultans and Emperors 
of Perfia, 2 and had ftiffed all that enthufiafm which the French 
once felt for their monarchs. | 
. We ought to ereétin that fquare a monument worthy of 
our regeneration, and confecrate, by a coloffal figure, ‘the 
moft fplendid infurreCtion that has ever taken place amongft 
any people. The Vandals, who deftroyed this: great aad 
beautiful monument, had rather have built up wooden Pon- ~ 
chinelles, vile emblems of overthrown federalifms; and the 
painter David lent his pencil to thofe aéts of infamy, doubly 
difhonourable for the arts, and for truth. 

In ere€ting thefe wooden columns, in doing defpite at 
once both to humanity and truth, in deifying the vileft of 
mortals, they were not lefs emphatical in repeating the arts, 
the finearts, than if the Venus of Medicis, or the Apollo. 
of Belvidere, had been formed by their chifels. It has been 
obferved, that players and painters have aéted the moft ab- 
furd and mot fanguinary parts in the Revolution, 

David exclaimed in the Affembly of the Sedlion of ‘the 
| ponte that ° they eet jive grape-/bot on the*whole body 
“¢ of artijis without fearing to kill a fingle patriot.’ He 
wifhed to drink the hemlock with Robefpierre, becaufe he 
had made a bad picture of.the death of Socrates. Hhis extra- 
vagances were not lefs murderous, and I own that the name 
of David wedded to painting, gives me the famé impreflion 
of horror when] think of this art, as the art itfelf feems to 
‘have confecrated in pictures which reprefent martyrs, decol- 
lations, croffes, burning furnaces, in pretence of thefe an- 
‘cient decemvirs whom David has fo. well irite ated in thofe 
days of crimes | . manes of Trudaines ! 


c 
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CHAP. L. 


REVOLUTIONARY TRIBUNATL. 


y 


CouLD we ever have imagined that, we fhould have feen 
a tribunal ereCted at Paris, a thoufand times more odious 
than the inquifition, more inconceivable than all the tribu- 
nals of blood which have covered the world in the darkeft 
ages? That contraft between our writings in favour of hu- 
manity, in which we corrected the learned mafs of juriicon- 
fuits, in which we traced a new and rational plan of crimi- 
nal procedure, and thofe atrocious judges, of whom we 
had not even formed an idea in the whole courfe of cur lives: 
that theory which was made to haften the nico of reafon, 
and bring about the reform of our code, put in oppotition 
with this revolutionary tribunal, renders it ftill more afto- 
nifhing. It was the work of the faction of the Anarchilts, 
-who were defirous of an unlimited authority, which thoald 
revert on the head of fome of its founders. 
A volume would be infufficient to deferibe fo many bloody 
{cenes. _We have manifefted our horror more than once, 
againit thofe who- ‘placed the image of Liberty amidft piles . 
of corples, and of thofe Pee clubs and judge execution- 
ers, to whom was committed the care cf forming the re- 


Thete ruffans, di(concenea by -the look of an honelt 
man, would not have dared to affaffinate wit! out this tribu- 


J 


nal, which was as great an evidence ‘of the co ae as 
of the ferocity of the decemvirs. 

Thefe barbarians were moreover the moft ignorant of men: 
they had no idea of the republic of the United States; and 
they marked, with the feal of reprobation, a book entitled, 
Lhe Pederalif, becaufe they did not know that the Federalift 
is precifely a. work written againft feceralifm, infomuch as 

the book tended to reftore every part of government - that 
unity, the objet of Briffot’s wifhes, as well as of all of us 
whd fgned the proclamations to the’ departments, for the 


external fecurity of France and its domeflic union. 
Te 
AG 
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It was after this equivoque, perhaps involuntary, that 
they excited the people againft the republicans by calling 
them Federalifts, whilft by carefling the populaee, they 
wifhed to inveft the municipality of Paris with the govern- 
ment of France. It was by means of this infolent and fe- 
ditions unity that the revolutionary tribunal, which multi- 
plied itfelf on every fide, was to bend all the departments 
under the fceptre :of the guillotine, and they would have 
fucceeded, for all the fans-culottes were to be the informers, 
judges, ne executioners. 

Vhus Briflot was made the chief of a fabtion which 
never exifted; while a band of affaflins, under the name of 
Committees of Infpe€tion, ordered pillage and murder. 
He oppofed the revolutionary power of the Commune of 
Paris; from that tise he was no longer a good Jacobin 3 
they withed to kill him, and they accomplifhed their defign. 

Roland efcaped this tribunal of blood. All his writings 
bear'the flamp of a pure mind. He felt a paflion of writ- 
ing for the happinefs of his fellow-creatures, and was ca- 
lumni ated, like Briffot, becaufe like him he had refitted the 
fa&tion of the Anarchitts, becaufe he could not lie, ‘could 
not tremble, and was far from affociating himfelf to crime 
through weaknefs. His wife, endowed with a great chatac- 

er, an extraord! inary woman, who fhared in the labours of 
her hufband, and who fupported his virtues, was perhaps 
the moft in terefting victim which was facrificed by this tra- 
bunal. She went to execution with irony and difdain on 
her lips, amidft a multitude incapable of appreciating her 
merit. Looking from the feaffold at the Statue of Liberty, 
the exclaimed, «© Liberty ! what crimes are committed in 
thy name !” 


‘ 


a a ee me pase 


i 
C HAP. LI. 
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Wuew the crafy, the dangerous, the knavifh Batreres 

talked of nothing but of pulverizing Europe, Briffot furnifh- 
is the plans which it was ages! to execute, not to brave 
Europe, but to hurable cur enemies alternately. 


When 
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“When Cambon, the ignorant Cambon, he firft who bled 
_ France at the hollow vein, in order to fatiate Paché, Bou- 
ehotte, and other anarchical chiefs, would have no allies, 
-and exclaimed, we muft break with every cabinet. Briffot 
adopted meafures to keep England in refpect, and remain 
on good terms with other powers. ) 

his man, who had not gone beyond the hmits of a wife 
and well regulated energy of character, was accufed at the 
tribune of the Commune of Paris by Robefpierre, of 
having fold France to the enemy. ‘ For,” faid he, ‘« they 
“© never could have entered on the French territory if they 
«* had not made a bargain with the faCtion of the Gironde, 
«* and of Briflot, to deliver up Paris.” 

In proportion as light is thrown upon the odious projects | 
of the Anarchifts, we difcover, with much greater probabi- 
lity, that it was Robefpierre himfelf, and he accomplices, 
who were in connivance with the Pruffians. 

Marat, convicted of having preached royalty and the 
maflacre of the Convention, was carried before a tribunal 
compofed of his peers. What did the Public Accufer do? 
He thunders outa panegyric on Marat, anda denunciation 
on Briffot. When we reflect that Rdbefpierre was then 
only the protegé of Mar at, that he concealed his pido 
head under his zgis, | ‘that he was only the inftrument of 
‘monfters more in evidence than himfelf, we are no longer 
aftonifhed at this.triumph of Marat, which Danton called 

a proud day, but which was the preamble of the maflacre of — 
he twenty- -two deputies, and brought on alfo that proud 
day i in which Danton himlelf was facrificed. 

The tribunal firft began its fun&tions ‘by condemning 
eoek-maids and coachmen for i improper difcourfe ; but foon 
after, the fatellites of the Anarchifts and the municipality 
went to the bar of the national reper and com- 
manded filence or crimes. — 

This Briffot tried to prevent at the rifk of his cae and 
~ his laft writing. denounces fully and dire@tly the laft and 
‘abominable exceffes:which it was {till time to prevent ; but 
it was then that the faQiion had created and {pread abroad 
thefe words fince fo celebrated, Briffotins, Rolandins, Gi- 
rondins ; and as if a malignant vapour had fuddenly poifon- 
ed the heart and head of all the inhabitants of Paris, they 
defamed this mild, pe eaceful, and virtuous man. With fo 
ra claims to publ ic creems the unfortunate Briffot pe- 

: rifhed 
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«ifhed under the froke oe the moft cowardly calummiators ; 
a le anarchy, in the perfon of Marat and his accomplices, 
were held every where in honour 3 for all the lucrative pro- 


confulats, accompanied by unlimited authority, were at 
_ their full and ese difpofal. 

The efteem of mankind becomes of very little value: we 
might be tempted even to throw it by as a thing of imall 
worth, when we fee that a man virtuous as Briffot did not 
’ enjoy it. He went to execution with a ferene brow, and 
hiftory will remember that it was he who denounced the 
Auftrian Committee, and that he had the modeity to avow 
puolicly that he-had been for fome time deceived. La 
Fayette had the art of deceiving a great many others. 

‘Phe report of Briffot'on the hoftilities of the King of 
England, and of the Stadholder of the United Provinces; 
and on the necef faty the French Republic was under of de- 
claring againit them, is an hiftori ical monument to be con- 
fulted. ; 


LE PATRIOTE FRANCOIS. 


ert nr 


lHat pe au dical work, in which we may fee the public 
fpirit which animated the firlt repubkcans, was compofed 
by Briffot ar a Girey Dupré, whofe talents and virtues could 


not fave them frem Tallien, the Preconful of Coe 
1 mr 


already_the aillalin of Biroteaux. He eutingwilhea and 
i 


cked out this young and interefiing victim. Republican 
ae s, read what Girey Dupré wrote, and you will find 


10ut any alloy your own noble and honeft fentiments. 
OW hen Briflot was in power, no perfon had to complai n 
of the flightefi vexation. Calumny, fo hot in purt fait, 
and ever on the watch to poifon almeft every action of | hs 
hife, bas been Glent on this head. But amidit revolution- 
aTY tempefts, when all the impure elements of fociety were 
firred up, and legiflators were in communication with exe- 
cutioners, when ders held a eonfiderable rank, more 
han-one man (1 will venture to fay) till then hoachy tH 
hen fecliies | has not been able to cee fe whole and en- 
tire 
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dre that virtue which confifts in 1 avoiding every excefs, 
and in preferving himfelf from every contagion of 
fanaticifm. Let it be remembered, that the word mederate 

was a term of reproach, and that it wasacrime to thew 
“any marks of pity for the vidtims. he Anarchifts had, 
like the Cartouchtans, their j jargon. _ 

All Robefpierre’s enemies were not the enemies of t 
ranny. It was a maxim among them, that the Revi 
could riot be finifhed but by blood, and the Revolution 
permitted them to enjoy the exercife of abfelute power. 
Lhe philofppher defired a revolution in morals, they wifhed 
only for one in the government, that is to fay, till it was 
entirely in their own hands. One of the fadtion faid te 
me, * Tell us, Philofopher, what could we have done ?”— 
ec Precifely,” I anfwered, ‘ the contrary of what yoa hav ave 
done.” He did not: comprehend me, 

Virtue atts only from the Parmony of all the faculties 
of the foul. The condudt of Briffot was conttantly the 
fame; the wife man from his contemplative height, fees 
what a low feat the curule chair is. Happy i; he had 
known at the fame time that it requires much more time 
to refolve a queftion than to propofe one. riffot was too 
precipitate in aha concerned the colonies and the } Negroes 5 
for the principal obftacle to truth - the facility we have 
of being too well fatisfied with ourfelves. If the fir! flep 
towards good be the knowledge of evil, Briffot ought to have 
known that his motion was premature. But fuch was the 
dangerous inflammation of the public mind, that you could 
not teuch a political quettion without puthing it to its 
Jatt entrenchm ents, and there was the abyfs. What is 
neceflary to become an honelt man? Yo will it Briffds 
willed it, and was really fo. Ifa word wrongly interpreted 
is fometimes fuficient to caufe the mifery of a nation, as 
a falfe opinion has been found fufiicient to defolate the 
world, Briffot is not re fponfible for the cruelties which 
have been the work of felfith or bad paffions. J. J. Rowl 
feau has faid, that good laws were above human capacity, and 
that we foould be gads to give fuch to mez. | 

‘This is an erroneous one ment; it I may fo exprefs 
mylelf, the morality of defpair. Who the iegiflatur e 18 
deceived, with refpeét either to time or place, but has 
honeft intentions, we fhould pity and not condemn it. 

-To have recourfe to fteel in the difeates of men or of 
lates, marks neither a great phyfician not a great politie 
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cian, but difcovers, on the contrary, a great ignorance in 
‘both. Briffot was not one of thofe phyficians. He never 
abufed the liberty of the prefs, becaufe he never withed for 
any other than a rational liberty, and never overflept its. 
limits; but the fcoundrel' and the madman, who knew 
nothing about limits, were clamorous for liberty : without 
‘any reftraint. 

It was from the Jacobins that the pages of our, philofo- 
phical writings were ftolen, but it was after they had been 
totally perverted, totally criminalized, that the Revolution, 
‘pure, intact in its origin, became from thefe grofs plagi- 
aries, a fury furrounded with ferpents, armed with torches 
cand poignards, the terror of furrounding nations, and for 
a long time to come, the horror of potterity. 

Briffot entered iato this cel lebrated fociety, yet unftained 
with blood.” He fpoke feveral times, but when he {aw that 

they tranflated the axioms of wifdom into the idiom of 
fol ily, he withdrew, deferted the cavern, and from that day 
crime was reduced to a fyftem. 

Ah! if thofe. immortal men, whofe names homicides 
have dared to pronounce. in their own favour, had for a 
moment retur ned: to life, they would have rolled down on 
their heads the ftone of their fepulchre, exclaiming, What 
generation 1s this in which we find’a race of men whom 
we do not know, and whom we could not have forefeen ! 
Gods, we are fuffocated in this atmofphere, give us back 
our tombs. 

And [ their difciple : 1, who under the reign of bes 
and in the face of their thrones, built the veflel of a re- 
public, but whieh did not fail in a fea of blood, and had 
not Septe embrifers for pilots : : I, who knew that it is to that 
cowardly fwarm of writers, apolo ogifts of thofe horrors, 
that we owe the univerfal ftupor of “the nation proftrate be- 
fore a band of ruflans, a a fight more painful, more afflict- 
ing than the diffelution of worlds overwhelmed by all 
that 1 have feen or heard, and dumb with horror, I have 
only been able to confide to paper ‘the fenfations which tor- 
tured me. But if indignation again crimes hitherto un- 
known in hiftory, if the contempt which we feel for that 
defpotit m of the mob which it was their intention to reftore, 
can infpire ability, I will paintthem. I will defcribe thofe 

days in which anarchy paraded its vagabond ftandards, thofe 
days in which the philo ofopher was forced to repent what he 
had written; in which his flence was a fubjedt of condem- 
ie nation, 
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nation, becaufe he was then afraid to emit new truths 3 
thofe days which will never perifh in the memory of man, 
and which they would willingly efface, as if hiftory was. 
not here below the firft chaftifement which eternal juftice 
infiiGs on guilty man. 

Talfo abandoned this tribune, the rival of that of the 
Legiflative Body, where nothing was feen but elements the 
moit oppofite to the republic, and moft deftructive of its 
virtues, and where the daily trumpets of fallehood, of pride, 
of exaggeration, finithed by transforming into rebel maxims 
the precepts of the wife. I was unwilling to participate 
in the extravagance or perfidy of thofe who encouraged 
ferocity and madnefs to take their full fwing, I was un- 
willing to favour the intoxication of thofe who were going 
to drink this empoifoned cup. The frft fymptoms made 
me fhudder: I faw in them the total fubverfion of civil 
ideas, and the inevitable deftru€tion of the republic. Vhe 
Energumenes, who, under the name of Theologians, had. 
difhonoured human reafon, were never capable of greater: 
extravagances. 

‘*There is in the laws,” fays. Sophocles, ca pow verful: 
‘* divinity which triumphs over the deep malignity of man, 
«and. which never grows old.” Alas! this divinity was afleep : 
the French people were immoralized by twenty or thirty 
wretches; every. found opinion was torn into tatters, and 
produced that corruption ef morals. Philofophical writ- 
ings. were: neither read nor comprehended : one itep farther, 
the contagion had enveloped the whole, and in a fhort 
time there would have remained neither republicans nor 
men, and we fhould have become hike the inhabitants of 
the hell of Milton, who roved alternately from icy waters 
to flames, and fom flames to waters of ice. 

All writers who preceded: us had confidered the Agrarian 
Yaw as highly unjuft, infufiicient, calamitous, 3 im softible to 
be executed, effentially feditious, and’ abiurd under voy 
point of view. In fhort, as the fure% means of implant. 
ing mifery on éarth, of overturning the aiiole. and 
bringing back: éenruton and chaos. ‘This, however, ue 
not prevent Marat and his.affociates from eftablithing thi: 
doétrine, from publifhing it, and finding fumesous parti- 
zans for nearly two years. 

The greateft misfortune in our Revolution is having in- 
vited, without previous preparation, the multitude to min.- 
gle themfelves in political matters, and fullered fage moun-. 
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tebanks to perfuade them that they were wife enough te 
eomprehend every thing. This is what has rebuilt the 
‘Yower of Babel among{t us, and what has made politicks a 
war of words, in which the vileft, moft monftrous, or 
mott’ perfidicus feribbler has figured with temporary advan- 
tage, and found hearers. Political truths are lefs in the 
Sead of the man of geniis than in the heart of the virtu- 
ous man, but thofe who have neither genius nor virtue, 
write like the facobins. Their proclamations, their jour- 
nals, like the locufts of Egypt, have put the French nation 
in a flate of putrefaCtion. Nothing could fave it from ,ca- 
daverous peftilence, neither the writings of Briffor, nor 


thofe of Condorcet ; their opinions were repulfed, and thus 


the people, deluded by bad writers, is, and always will be, 
the firft ftep on which the ambitious have, and ever will, 
place their foot to raife themfelves to the fummit. . 

~The art of writing is the firft of all arts; its influence 
is great, vaft, and durable, and this is the reafon why it 
evght to impofe bounds on itfelf. The ancient emblem 
ef the chariot, which, badly driven, fet the world on fire, 
finds here its juft application. _ . 3 

The Revolution for a long time prepared by the writings 
of the wife, had made its explefion: fools, ambitious men, 
and knaves, took poffeflion of it. Immediately they had 
the impudence to affert, «* We have done the whole.” Tf we 
would believe them, the pen of the Rouffeaus and Raynals, 
the arms of the conquerors of the Baftille—all belonged 
to them. 


CHAP. LIZ 


PHILOSOPHISM. 


Tar amalgama of the do€trines of Rouffeau, Voltaire, 
Helvetius, Boulanger, Diderot, had formed a kind of pafte 
(excufe me the expreilion) which rational minds could not 
digeft, and which to. others became hurtful. The old 
principles having -become ridiculous, were detiied and 
abandoned. A fwarm of blockheads did more, in order 
to outdo the efprit forts, they fubftituted the fyftem of 
atheifm and licenticufnels te philofophical ideas: Philofo- 
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phifm was haebted for its origin to books badly read, and 
worfe comprehended, fo difficult is it to lower certain truths 
to the level of a generation which is net fitted to receive 
them. Contagious emanations iflued from thefle modern 
doctrines, Collot d’Herbois, Billaud de Varennes, Lequi- 
nio, Babceuf, Antonelle, thought themfelves philofophers. 
ignorance is the mother of barbarifm, but ahaif knowledge 
ig fill worfe, it makes a thoufand errors circulate in all 
the veins of the body politic, inthe name of humanity it 
-has done all forts of evils to. mankind. -Lhey overturned 
every thing, they acted the theologian, and fancied their 
follies were political principles. | 

Alas! if the thades of thefe great mea, we again ob- 
ferve, could rife from the tombs which cover them, and 
fee fuch interpreters, they would f lay; Why have we written 
to have Babouviftes for commentators ? 

, How have I been aftonifhed to hear Parifians juftify every 
wandering of the gener by pretended ballsees horzi- 
bly dishgured! This new fanaticifm, and which the fuc- 
cefior of Babceuf world willingly rekindle, dug the bed of 
that flream of blood which nen run through the French 
Revolution, and this is what has made me confider Voltaire 
and Helvetius in quite a different point of view than that 
in which I had before beheld them. | 


CHAP. Liv. 


ss APATHY. 

Amipsr thefe great convulfons, amidft thefe ~crie 
againtt all forts of SOVETNOLs, amidit that general tone o 
raillery, I hear the raed of che tambourin and ‘the fiddle, 
if we judge from the fixty daily balls which put all Pari 
in meafured motion, if we judge by the tw penty-two thea- 
tres, if we judge fram that crowd of refiaurateurs, @ great 
extent of confun nption fuppofes a a great number of confu- 
mers. When every thing comes and is lold, it is clear that 
every thing is bought and paid for; and what is more re- 
markable is, that it is the bayonet which has turned the 
ipit. 
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‘: He will go far, for he .believes:- what he-fays.” “This 
obfervation. is profound. The Parifian: has never had: any 
faith in misfortune, in flavery, in fubjeétion,. he has’ conf. 
dered thefe bloody fpe€tacles as real tempefts, has feen every 
act of violence pafs off like the fmoke of a hecatomb ;. it 
muit have been to: {trangers, if fuch there. then. were, a 
fight at the fame time. fingular and aftonifhing, that of 
feeing the contraft of our great interefts and our little. 
paflions, our thirft fer amufement and our perpetual murs 
murs, ‘I do not meddle with family affairs,” faid a man,. 
who was told that his houfe was on fire. This was. the. 
language of oe fhopkeeper, when he was informed of 
the: executions of the day or ‘the MOrTOW. 


CHAP. LV:2 


PRESENCE OF MIND IN A YOUNG MAN. 

I xnew hime On the terrible night of the 2d of Sep» 
tember hé expected to be murdered. He had already 
heard feveral plaintive cries. At eleven o’clock in the even- 
ing the dogs barked very much, the hoarfe voice of the 
turnkey echoed through the prifon, filence took place, it 
was in the prifon of the Chatelet. Vociferations were 
heard in the ftreet of Vive la nation! ‘This cry excited the 
greateft joy among the prifoners, who took it into their 
heads that they were going to tend’ them to the frontiers, 
and they exclaimed with all their might, Vive fa nation ! 
Let us go toa the frontiers ! 

A new filence took place; immediately the barking of 
the dogs redoubled; the aflaflins open the wicket, and 
enter the court all bloody, with their fabres in their hands ; 
the prifoners hear the bolts undraw; feven or eight phan- 
‘toms make their appearance, covered with blood, as weil 
as the {words with which they were armed 3 with.a hideous 
voice they order their victims'to go out. A turnkey walks 
about with a penfive att, the young man throws himfelf at 
his feet, and afks his life; the man, though naturally ° hard. 
could not help fhedding tears. ‘he prifoner was dragged 
down between the two w viekets, where on one fide he faw the 
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ean nibals, armed with fabres and pikes, all red, rage painted 
on theirvifages, and waiting only the fignal to firike; on the 
other fide, a counter with empty wine bottles and bloody 
glaffes. The commiffaries were Maree and afking the 
prifoners their names, after which they made them pafs 
out through the wicket, where they were aflaflinated, and 
their laft g groans were always followed by repeated cries 
of Vive la nation! Their piercing fhrieks overwhelmed the 
miflérable victims who were waiting for their turn. Some- 
times they were not even fuffered to explain themfelves, th:e 
horrible voice of the commiffary pronounced thefe words, 
Take him away. My.young man was about to be firuck, 
when he told the affaflins he was there for debt, and if they 
took away his life, t they would at the fame time deprive him 
of the pleafure of paying his creditors; all the murderers 
exclaimed, It is juff, he muft not be killed, and he was put 
‘on one fide with the fmall number of thofe who efcaped 
their fury. | 

The young man told me, that they continued their mur- 
ders till four in the morning; that he heard one of the 
chiefs of the aflaffins accoft the gaol-keeper, and fay to him, 
fhewing his fabre, fill reeking, ‘© Look ye, this has laid low 
«* more than an hundred, and if thou concealeft any one, I 
“‘ lam going to make away with thee :” he gaol-keeper 
anfwered him with calmnefs, “© 1 know that my life is in 
“ thy hands, but I have hid nobody.” My intereiting young 
man went out amidft the acclamations of a crowd or {pec- 
tators, and he had fcarcely gone ten fteps before he rer- 
ceived on the bridge three hundred corpfes more or lefs 
sea mutilated. Of three hundred and fifty prifoners, 
tearcely thirty efcaped, half of whom were robbers. 


\ 


CHAP. LVI 
LIGHT TRESSES. 


By what inconceivable combination of events had a few 
men arrived to fuch a pitch of influence, fo as not only 
fo aoe but decimate even the National Convention, and 
attribute to themfelves the formidable power of arrefting 
the member rs whe compofed it, before the eyes, and with 
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he confent of their colleagues! What is more inconceiv- 
is, that no order of debate exifted in the Committee 
Ye Safety. It was one, two,.or three of its mem= 
Bers ye dropt in, who commanded, ordered without the 
adon of the othe: rs; according as accident’ Jed them, 
however, yielding their tacit aflent, and’ approving the 
decifions: with a reciprocal confidence. It was probably 
ewing to this preciion-in willing, to: that defeat of fyfte- 
inate plans, to chefe violent and hafty:decifions, that the 
“preatelt Sp anos were performed with fo much veloeity. 
The princip we which put every: thing’ im motion, was a per-— 
~petual, ree to ftrong, vigorous, and terzible meafures 5. 
every man’ was difpofed to do every thing: with paffien and 
violence 3 3 the he eV of this: new ee was perpetually: 
veiled. there were’no amendments to thefe decrees of def- 
potilin, which every one exercifed in his turn., 
of devattation were the leading ideas of thefe im- 
petuous rulers; and their elévation to the pinnacle of fu- 


preme power was, in our political florms, what would be 
the extrao ordinary apparition of oon monfters, whont’ 
the agiizted furges offer to our fight in’ a- tempeftuous. fea. 
Many of thefe monfters, However, ref fembl led the little dog 
in one of Ba Fontaine’s tales, fram whofe ears and hair, | 


see fhuken, felt gold and all kinds of precious ftones. The 
alfafin of the farmers general, the legiflator Dupin, com- 
ee to infpe€&t the inventory, and the fale of their 
rich movéable property, made free with, t heir jewels, dia- 
ereatcc which they had continually in their 

wiouihs,. was, eat Paris was'too great; that it was with 

refpeel to the jepel: ie, by its population, what a violent 
flow of blood to wae the heart was toa patient, aud whom 
ig wag vight to bleed; at Verfailles. they: had held the fame 


homicide fentences of antiquity were familiar to 
them 3 and ee were cae y faying, “ What is the 
prefent generation before the imnienfity of ages to come 2”? 
too. aes ie ef nom au ee ... This hemiftich was 
ailnawing worm inferted in the heart of the tyrants, who 
foutid alfo this Hine in the £ fame tragedy, € extremely counter- 
revolutionary : WV’ ef. on jamais Cigae guavec un diadéme ? 
We will n not fpe. i of the exprefion of Barrere ; Stamp 
9ney O22 the Place of ibe Revolution. It was Aver who 
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A great deal of abfurdity was mingled with ,thefe atro- 
cities; the 26th’ 6f Floreal, Paya, Secretary General of 
the Commiine, faid atthe Council, ** There isa new fect 
“‘ which has been juft formed at Paris; anxious to unite 
*“itfelf to counter-revolutionifts by all means poffible, ani- 
** mated with a. holy refpe&t, with a tender dévotion 
* for thofé who are guillotined; its initiated make 
“‘ the fame vows, hold the fame fentiments, and wear the 
fame hair; toothlefs old women purchafe, at any price, 
that cf the young fair-haired girls that are guillotined, 
‘© and wear on their heads thefe cherifhed trefles. This 
** is a branch of commerce, and a kind of devotion quite 
** novel. But let us not difturb thofe foft enjoyments, let 
‘Sus leave, let us refpedt even the light-haired wigs; our 
ariftocrats will ferve at leaft for fomething ; their hair 
‘¢ will hide the bald-heads of a few old women, and the 
“ fhort locks of feveral others who were never gacoumne 
** but in their hair.” 

_ Who could believe that. fuch a fpeech | had been made 2 
Tt was at this epocha that began the reign of poe haired 
wigs; as if the women had withed to brave by their repri» 
fals this atrocious irony. ‘To all thefe hideous abfurdities, 
they had only thefe words to reply, We aré in Revolution. 
What was then the magic of this formidable word, Revolu- 
tion? Vhe revolutionary government ought to have been 
only'a fufpenfion, wifely combiied, of certain rights of the 
people, which they could not exercife in dificult circum- 

tances; itis public liberty in danger which alone necef- 
fitates {uch an inftitution for the- ‘fafety of the country. 
But the government then was nothing but the reflected 
organization of every vice, and of every crime detructive 
ef focial happinefs. 
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CHAP. LVI 


BATCHES. | 


‘Sucu waé the name given to the prifoners brought before 
the Revolutionary Tribunal from all parts ef the “republic 3 : 
KK 2 furprifed 
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farprifed to find themfelves ftowed into the fame cart). 


and for the fame affair, from the Eaftern Pyrennees'to. the. 
Banks of the Scheld, from the borders of the Rhine to: 
chote of the Gironde, all fent to the fcaffold, all condemned 


“without being | tried, at leafk tried without pene heard, fe- 


veral even wad Hout being indicted. 
When-the prifon- confpiracies Were jinyented, in order to 
put to death a greater number at a time, the vitims were 
called the Cardinals, becaute they had on a red fhirt in 
their way to execution. The modeft but voluptuous form 
Charlotte Corday was covered with this cloak, and it 1s 
memory of this heroine that feveral of. her fex. wore, and 
Haber: red fhawls. 


ene 6 T] fant gue Ta rigueur” 
* Tron-neceffaire appuy du tréne e un vainqueur, . 
ee Franp -¢ fans intervalle un coup far et rapide; 
« Ceft un terrent gui pafle en fon cours homicides 
«Le tems raméne L’oidre et la tranquillité ; 
Le peuple fe fagonne a la docilité; 
“* De fes premiers malheurs Pimage eft affciblie,. 
“ Bientdot il Fes pardonne, et méme ii les oublie. 
** Mais lorfque goutte a goutte on fait ‘couler le fang,. 
* Quon ferwe avec lenteur, etqu’on r’ouvre le flanc, 
“ Que Ics jours renaiflans raménent’le carnage, 
«6 Le défefpoir tient liew de force et de courage,. 
© Et fait dun peuple foible un peuple d’ennemis, 
* D’autant plus dangerenx .qu’ils étoient plus foumis.”’ . 
9 Voltaire, Orphélin-de i. Chine.. 


THefe lines of Voltaire ave not:founded; the fcene was 
nfanguin red at Arras, Marfeilles, Cambray, Saumur, Lyon 
Nantes, Orange, Bourdeaux, not a victim in-any place, as- 
far as I have heard, ever made any-reGiftance, all‘underwent. 
he froke of death with the fame fort of calmnefs; the: 
infenibility ef the fpeCtators feemed to: have pafled: mto 
their own fouls. 

‘the executioners were not infulted. Never was there 


feer. fueh a kind of harmony as between the murdered 


- 


und ‘their murderers. The one feemed to fay, You. fhall 
not deprive me of my ccurage; and the other feemed to 
gue er, Many more will. pafs after you. | 
As the poets repretent the hideous head of the Gorgon 
sGing g the arm with its looks, fo thefe. dauntlefs human 
faeries. thefe {welling ftreams of blood, the blood of 


> eitizens, ttruck.only on pafhive minds. One. would have 
_ thought it only a regular cut of wood in a foreft, fo great, 
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"or at leat fo Gient was the indifference which took place ; 
fo decidedly had the Frencli nation condetsned itfelf to pafs 
through the lift of decemviral horrors. Amar dired and 
fupped abroad in joyous fociety, and the founders of the 
republic, hurried to the fcaffold for their zeal towards li. 
berty, were pethaps infulted by the mouth of that moufter. 

While the falling axe on the {quare of the Revolution, 
excited rieither: the 2 courage nor: the atm of a fingle man, 
comimiffaries entered Routes without ceremony, rumaged 
every corner of the apartatents, ‘forcing locks of ware lrobes, 
breaking feals of letters depofits, wills, throwing themfelves 
on the leaft {craps of paper, to ‘ind proofs of co! sin racy 
in idle ‘phrates, fe ealt mg aligaats,. gold, fiver, je cwels 5 ATC 
it was then that + we fee that prodigious maint ers of credi- 
tors imprifoned ‘by their debtors, of favoured lovers by 
their rejected rivals,ee& ‘the injured*hufband by the vapre 
nifhed adulterer, of the able artift by his jealous brOEN 
of mafters by their fervants, of the Lmpartial judge by 
condemned pleader, of the getieral ofacer bY hr ‘enviuus 
fubalterns. 

Dupin, the valet of eee had in re a ef 2 new report 
onthe adjoints of the Farmers Cercral we re burnt wit 
welaauee to exercife the benefit of making the os 
of their-effeéts in the name of the republic. 

In the infide of houfes, the Broprictor sence an dave 
ing engravings, pictures, ftatues, books, or man maferipts, 
with arms or plazonings and every. the iighctefl emblem of 
paft times; and it was who fhould burn fattett letters of 
friendthip, love, ee and gratitude. A multitude 
of works more or lefs curious, have been facrificed to this 
univerfal fear. The vo of Omar, with refpect to- 
Alcoran, were not more terrible than thofe of the ne in- 
virs, when they faid with a formal defign, Fes, ave -avill 
burn every library, for we frall want only the biftary of the 
Revolution and the Laws. Who could. now dilcoy ler the 

. 


Patifian, who had made the 14th of July, and the roth of 
Augult? 


hoe 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVIIEL 
ORLEANISTS. 


Synonrmous with Montagnards; they always affeced 
not to know each other. Marat loaded Philip Equality with 
infults ; . and he was always in accord with him.” It was al- 
ways the fame point of contaG, in the raifing of the popu- 
lace andin fans-culottifm. ‘Thefe two cruel factions, 2 
facrificing alternately a few chiefs, formed in reality only 
onein their conftant oppofition to all order, and all rule ; and ° 
evenas far as the republic, of which they wifhed only for 
the word, every thing has been in their hands a means of 
trouble-and difcord. 

You have feen the automaton which plays at drafts; a 
dexterous foot places the invifible fprings underneath the 
floor. The foreign cabinets dire€ted more than one motions, 
for thefe motions could not be the work of chance. | 


CHAP. LIX. 
FURIES OF THE GUILLOTINE. 


Tur females ae the men of the 2d and 3d of September, 
(See the article af Septembrifers,) were never out of the 
galleries in the time of the two bloody committees, they 
| farrounded the {caffolds; they brawled in the groupes ; they 
tucked up their fleeves the 4th of Praireal to affaflinate the 
conventionalifts. “It was the facred battalion of Phili i 
WV Orleans. 

As the Directors were pafiing i in their carriages on the 
“quay, of the Louvre, to go to the National Inftitute, the 
Furies of the guillotine poured out the moft infernal excla- 
mations again{t them and the conftitution of ninety-five, 
regretting openly Robefpierre and Demas. Ag good kind of 

man, 
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‘ 
man, frighted at thefe vociferations, ftopt a patriot jour- 
nalitt, and forcing him to go back ‘with him, fo ‘that he 
might be convinced by lus own sob faid to him afterwards, 
66 Well, don’t you tremble now # £” Phe journalifi anfwered, 
«© Tam more afraid of a king than.ofjthis canailie.” 


CHAP. LX. 


THE FORTY He) Us, 


"THE cunning ‘of wicked men is as fuperior to the:ordima 
ry fenfe of mankind, as the cunning of robbers with pick- 
locks to the ais ofavarice. ‘The pafions exprefs them 
felves particularly by the found of the voice ; it 1s dificult 
to command an inflection of the throat. J have made this 
refle€tion on hearing tlre haranguers of the people; they 
had hoarfe, hard, and brawling voices; before I looked at. 
them, I divined cher. phyfi HOgnGn yy Te was a laughable fight 
to fee fheriffs’ office rs and bailiffs’ foll owers, ee 
into orators; but their fanguinary | logic fo thoronghly effaced 
the abfurdity of their acting, that every one fhugdered at 
their brutal eloquence, for 1 it was the harbinger of imprifon- 
ment anddeath. Yhe wickednefs of man isnot fo much in 
the deviations of his reafon, as in th ea aa) of fenti- 
ment which ought to ferve him as a guide. Where had 

thefe haranguers borrowed the confidence of fpeahing in. 
public, flows, who knew nothing, and who, freyn th err 
phyfical conftitution, were fufceptible of no fhame? Their 
countenance never reddened with apprehenfion, they had 
not the modefly of the Roman orator. Each time they 
mounted the tribune, they vociferated like men who, having 
rejected the inequality of conditions, had admitted the 
equality of talents. Every diftrict had then its haranguers, 

who were paid forty fous as well asthe auditors. This 
was the mafter-ftroke of demagogy : ‘Danton was the ire 
ventor of it; and he was very fenfible, that in taking tle 
workman from his work fhop or warehoule he immediate ly 
augmented the price of labour, and expofed the eafy elsis 
either to be filent, and pay, or have their throatscut. This 
invention 
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invention, treated as flrange and ridiculous, was the .refult 
of refleCtion deeply malignant and perverfes it would have 
deranged all order and all “police, but happily. old habits | kept 
the alcendancy. | 


CHAP. LXI. 


FEDERALISM. 


Tr word federalifm was invented’ by Sie Wecemvirs, i 
order to profcribe with greater fuccefs, and affaffinate the 
reprefentatives of the people, who had denounced to all 
France the horrible day of the 31t May, the epocha of pro- 
confular impudence and fury. The lefs we comprehend 
the word federalift, the greater ufe the diftatorial tyrants 
made of it againft thofe whom they wifhed: to deftroy- 
They never could difcover the remoteft veftige of this'imagi- 
nary federalifm, whije their own numerous fanguinary, 
crimes were unha apply too clear and manifefi. © 


CH AP. LXil. 
FRATERNAL REPASTS. 


Every perfon, under pain of Bane Gack: nace pairs 
oF being declared an enemy of equality, placed his table in 
the flreet to eat in a family-way by the fide perhaps of the 
perfon whom he detefted or defpifed. The rich man dimi- 
nifhed the oe dor of his table as much as he could; and 
the poor ruined himfelf, in order to conceal his mifery 5 and. 
whilft he had confumed through pride ail the produce of 
his week’s labour, his decent repaft made him‘blufh by the 
fide of his neighbour, who, in his turn, thought he had 
be come fuificient! ly faeclottifed : Envy on one lide, orgies 
on 
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on ‘the other, changed’ thefe pretended fraternal fuppers into 
bacchanalia ; the 'difeontent was general, and thofe who ’ 
‘had commanded the citizens to~ fraternize, denounced all 
the cowards who had obeyed them as agents of Pitt and 


Cobourg. 


CHAP. LXIIi. 


OF THE CLERGY. 

Lonpon broke with Rome, and made its own pope; and 
the king, head of the Englifh church, in fucceeding the fuc- 
ceffors of St. Peter within his own dominions, proved that 
the pontifical chair, though it were not filled by Roman 
popes, was not vacant. it was uniting in the fame hand, 
the {ceptre and the incenfe pot. 7 - 

Frederic in Pruffia, invited, welcomed, and entertained 
all fe@ts, and they all lived together in perfe@ underftanding. 
Roman Catholic mir nifters, “Latherans, Calvinilts, {upped 
together, and invited even the KRabbin, if he was clean 
dreffed and well informed. ‘The temples of every kind of 
worthip were built on the fame plan, and they never talked 
about controverfy but in their pulpits and in fermons. 

‘The Republic of the United Statés. afforded the double 
example of admitting all kinds of worfhip, and of exactiag 
that every citizen fhould follow ore according to his choice. 
We have imitated America but in part 3 letting every one 
follow what he likes. We have rejected all civil eftablifhie 
ments of religion; but in avoiding one abyfs, we have fallen 
into, another. . I with very much that I may be deceived on 
this head. When in the Conftituent Afiembly, the word 
Civil Conflitution of the Clergy was pronounced, decreeing at 
the fame time the liberty of worfhip, the clergy fmiled, and. 
faid nothing, they were fenfible what they had gained ; and 
without the double miftake which was aera eds committed, 
the firft exaéting fron: them a perfonal and clerical oath, 
the other their refufing it, we fhould perhaps have at this. 
time.a clergy very civilly, wry inconflitutionally, © and very 
impol ee coniiit tuted, 


But 


338 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. / 


But the fear we had of Catholicifm, the recolle€tion: of 
the evils it had done us, the idea of its intolerance; the 
maddening fury of its priefts, fecret maffes, where they 
caballed againft the republican government, every motive de- 
termined this governmentto decide that all kinds of worfhip 
fhould be free, which is to fay, in other words, we will 
have no worbhip at all, 


CHAP. LA A1V. 
CONCILIARULES. 


Tar Parifians have wifhed to imitate the Englifh, who- 
meet in taverns, and difcufs the moft important affairs of 
the ftate; but that did not take, becaufe every one wifhed 
to prefide at thefe meetings. There was an inconceivable 
incoherence 3 no union, no fyitem charaGterifed their ope- 
rations. A thort-fighted politician, ifuing. from his fhop, 
‘or from his contentious office, dreamt one thing to-day, 
another to-morrow 3 no wonder therefore at the inconfiften- 
cies and abfurdities which emanated from fuch affemblies. 

Paris fcandalized at the depredations and depravity of its 
kings, at the prodigalitie. and inceftuous conduct of Lewis 
the ‘XVth, imagined that the pureft fy{tem of morals was to 
take place without any obftacle. ‘The bonnet-rouge was the 
fignal of thofe new virtues. What a wide and fatal miftake! 
this token belonged at rft e: cclufively to the loweft claffes 
of the Parifians, “and from thence fpread itfelf into the cities 
of the fecond and third order; and if the republican bayo- 
net had not effaced the {candal of, the bonet-rouge, France 
would have paffed down to potterity as containing nothing 
but a pack of cowards. But in thofe days of fhame and 
wickednefs, in which every one that poffeffed any virtue 
was fent to the fcaffold, or lay plu nged in dungeons, our 
great generals and brave foldiers pedéemed from flavery the 
foil Lor France, which was‘about to become a defert. 
~ But did not the Committee of Public Safety make F Europe 
eremble ? could one have expected fuch effects from men 
who com pofed it the. greater part of the time? No; but it 

was 
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was, not they who acted, _they did great things without 
knowing it, and if I may ufe the expreffion, in fpite of 
chemfelves. It was anarchy which, happily for France, 
formed a fyftem of reparation at the fame time that it dealt 
on every fide its blows for deftru€tion. All the deftroyers at 
this horrible period imagined that they were working for 
themfelves alone, while they were labouring for the falvation 
of France, puthed on by an irrefiftible force, they did won- 
ders with meannefs of talents, becaufe the mob, in all their 
tumultuous movements, did not perceive they were but in- 
‘ftruments. The two bloody committees were in abfolute 
need of a great number of fui/eurs ; the labour of thefe 
men was neceflarily proportioned to the immenfity of the 
different objects, and befides, they had to earn teeir 
money. ‘This affociation with the government, horrible as 
it was, conftituted its great force, and by ferving i if as execu- 
tioners, they were ufeful alfo to the machine, for we beheld 
marching on the fame line, an army of cowardly } jail-keep- 
ers, and an army of brave foldiers. 

‘This is a kind of myftery which hiftory, at fome future 
day, will fearcely | be able to unravel: Paris prefented a mul- 
titude of loofe diforderly fellows, a battalion of cut- throats 3 
all that was ¢pwel, vile, and abominable, but it was force, 
and itis force, which pufhes men on, and which forms by 
| degrees an irrefiftible vortex which enveloped and drew in 
every thing. Mén, éftates, property, all fwept away by this 
terrible hurricane, which fhook the whole foil of France, 
but which, when placed in front of the enemy, became a 
tornado which drowns or burns every thing that it meets. 
Happy he, who could fhelter himfelf from the ftorm, and 

who was not driven from rock to rock by this foaming flood ! 
The Chaumettes and Heberts were to open leCtures of athe- 
ifm at Paris, and he who was not an atheift would have been 
indicted for having calumniated th .e people and the Revelu- 
tion. eo oe 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LXV. — 
LET HIM BE A WOLF. 


Tus was the terrible cry cf death to the Norman and 
Salic Legiflators ; Wargus effo, Let him be a wolf, and that 
wherever he was feized, he fhould be killed. This cry was 
- renewed on the fonmauen of the Revolutionary Governg. 
ment. Condorcet, Vergniaud, Gaudet, and feveral other 
republicans, were hunted with the cry of /Vo/f! Wolf! and 
the Partians joined i in the fhout, O yes, they are wolves, and 
they. all fell the victims of this terror: Friends became 
 flrangers to each other, and all who, like Briffot and Gorfas, 
had thrown their ideas periodically on paper, in order to 
point out the means of introducing and eftablifhing liberty 

and jultice amongft us, were included under a general 
anathema, which Bad its fource’in a royalift fpirit at. Paris, 
and which is a conftant inmate in the dirty. offices of nota- 
ries, old precureurs, and whatever compofes the law tribe, 
habitually cowards, and whofe fpirit was never any other 
than that of chicane. 

‘The people were told,. that, they would never be free tiil 
ee thing was deftroyed ; ; and the burgher faw with plea- 

ure the defiru€tion of the noble, becaufe he counted on 
putting himfelf in his place. ‘The poor-pariliang, without 
knowing it, leagued themfelves with the foreign enemy, 
from not being able to difcover the plots of the royalifts 
within, ‘They miflook feditien for policy, and death for 
PUiLiCes a; 
__ Famine and ufury aa taken poifeflon of Paris, and the 
city was on the. point of being overturned; the Conflituent. 
Affembly committed the horrrble mine oF authoriling 
flock-jobbing, and annulling the laws againt ufury.. 

Club was formed again flab this monflrous offspring of 
difcord and fury, known amongit the ancients under the 
name of /odalitia and fynods, but fo fe everely defended by the 
-wifdom of the Roman laws, and whieh Thucydides has 
wifely obferved, were the focufles of fedition. _ 

‘the focial fytem was fhaken to its vety bafes and it isa 
miracle that Paris has not witnefled its utter ruin; nothing 
was read for a ne time but writers hired to corrupt the’ 
mind of the public, to perplex and palfy all the {prings of 
ghe body politic, to lead this light and ignorant people aftray, 
CX 
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en whom the biows hin fa€tion sined at the -frate have 
always ultimately fallen. 


CHAP. LXVL 


CA IRA. * 


Tus fong, which is not a.model of poetry, but whick 
has afforded a ftriking example of the power of mulfic, pre- 
fided over the labours of the Champ de jars, and excited’ 
general tran{port in every theatre. 

No blood had been fhed at this period ; the love of the 
“Revolution was then unallayed, the energy it had excited: 
was-pure, no ideaof murder had defiled it, and ¢a ira was 
the univerfal chorus. Libertinifm had vainly attempted to: 
profane this expreflion, this pleafantry, though of ordinary: 
tafte, was too juitly appreciated, not to remain frxed to its: 
true fenfe; Ca ira, liberty will be eflabli pee and in fpite of of 
tyrants all will go quell, 


CHAP. LXVIIL. 
THE FORTUNE-TELLER. 


Or what ufe-are books, academies, inftitutes, the labours 
of philofophy, all thofe floods of light which have embel 
lifhed and which ftill embellith our own: times ? ‘Fhefe er 
have not penetrated the mais of the people, they are always 
the fame, the fame fuperftition befets them, nor have they 
lofi a Gngle point of their old errors. 

What was called good. company. were the ieee, of BAL 
Hioftro and Mefmer, two impudent quacks, who infulted 
the firft rudiments of found phytics ; 7 eed 
which, they did not the lefs pocket the money of good 
company, whiie the good company were laughing at thofe 
who in the ftreets purchafed - two fous the little packets 
of thofe who fold orviflan. The Canadian favages confult 
conjurors and witches, and believe in the prediGiions of 


* The word ca ira was alfu refpeCable from its origin 3 we borrowed it 
from the celebrated Franklin ; it was his favourite exprefion during the heat 
of the American revolution, 

ae 
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their junglers. The people of Paris are fearcely i inore ‘ads 
vanced: like the favages, they’ have their junglers, - whom, 
they alfo confult, and whofe oracles they revere,’ of which 
E am convinced from my own knowledge. | ; 

In the Rue @’ ales near the {treet formerly called Dau- - 
phine, No. 1773, in the firit floor, lives one of our molt 
ie fortune-tellers.. He is called Martin, and affe&ts 
the Italian accent. . There this new Trophonius delivers his 
oracies; there, in thor. he has fixed his fybillite cavern. 

The entrance is by a little court, which, as well as 
the ftair-cafe, is filled with -perfons of both fexes and all 
ages, who have the air of fouls in torment, and who form 
a, gieue'to wait their turn for the decifion of the fortunes 
teller. 

"There [! nave feen Gathered ladies, well dieffed young : 
mien, with a ferious airs I have confidered with aftonifh- 
ment their countenances ftreaked with figns of fear and 
hope, and for a moment thought my felf- on the threthold 
of _purgatory. 

in my turn t reached, but not without fome difficulty, 7 
the feat of the oracle. I had figured to myfelf‘a ‘man of 
lofty ftature and white beard, eyes inflamed, a prophetic 
tone, fuch as Caglioftro aqamed. and tuch as Vie had takén — 
with me at Strafbourg when I laughed in his face from the 
grotelque appearance he made in his pompous geltures *; 
but Martin, che oe is a man without legs, ‘with crutches 
by his fide, and who, onthe leaft movement, feizes them 
with an incredible alacrity, and draws after. him his two ° 
_eafed-up thighs into his narrow and dirty apartment. He 
had a pack of cards in his hands, a great g eographical chart 
covered his table. He has a gay, firm, err dtedfaft air: 
he futtains ae look with the moft complete affurance. 
‘Two kinds of clerks go out and in continually to announce 
the company, No one {miles in this fanCtuary, and even I 
had loft the defire in contemplating fo many figures halk 
thuaderftruck, and who did not feem difpofed to jeft on the 
oracles whi aN they had jult received. hey were feated in 
a large and old elbow chair. He interrogates thein i ia whils 
pers, and mutters to every one his fentence. He places his 
finger on the Bros tapmical chart, and this appeared to me 
to be the initant of the moi folemn revelations. 


Joy 


* He was then in the fuite of Catdinal Avecklace, whofe adventure, by 
vendering the Court of Hyance ridiculous, broke the fpell of the French 
people, 
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Joy fparkled in his eyes. at feeing fo great a crowd, of 
votaries. . Ele cuts and fhuffles his cards continually, info 
much that they are become quite greafy. Te feems atten- 
tively fixed on his cards, waits for your firft word, and 
then cafis his eyes towards the floor. Meanwhile money 
fhowers on his table. Fam certain, from the information 
F have received, that he. does not make lefs than fx or 
feven lowis a -day, for the pooreft becomes prodigal when he 
withes to penetrate the darknefs of deftiny. When Martin 
is offered only twelve fous, he throws away the piece wi? 
contempt, and exclaims, with an air of dignity, Go, conful# 
the fortune tellers of the Pont-Neuf and the Rappee. ‘Lhe 
enquirer bluthes, and prefents a faces piece. No, never 
did any departed French academician of Paris fet himfelf 
at a greater diftance from a country academician. ‘Phoughs 
he gains a great deal of mney his den has always the air 
ef a garret. He knows that he fhould be no longér con- 
fulted if he lived in a neat arid well furnithed apartment. 
He has very properly guefled, that the people never give 
faith toa prophetic fpirit, unlefs it be in a place which 
has an air of fomething like diforder. He often. raifes his 
voice, and when his terrible decrees are pronounced, he 
makes a fign and the votary withdraws. | 
_ There noone laughs at his neighbour; with uncovered. 

brow and timid aireach one advances. towards the myfte- 
rious table. They come away meditating on the words 
which have been pronounced, and never affedt an entire 

difbelief. Whoever is, inclined to laugh or fmile, endea- 
vours to conceal the propenfity. I was placed .at length in 
front of the leglefs. prophet. I did not confultthe oracle. 
on fortane or paft events, but he {poke to me, after'] had 
_faid a few words to him, of his great celebrity, and of se 
numerous and daily vilits which, "hot along time, had beer 
uninterrupted. He was obliged to work at fuch a defliny 4 
for two or three days, | while two minutes were fufficient 
for fuch another. He poffeffed this prophetic fecret from. 
his father, to whom it had been bequeathed, and fuccel-. 
fively from time immemorial. For what objects are you 
molt commonly confulted ? ** For robberies,” he anfwer- 
ed, “* for marriages, for goods loft, for affairs of gallan- 
“‘ try,: but there is only myfelf for robe ries,” he réj joined, 
with a commanding kind of voice. “ The potice iefelf con- 
“‘fults me, and Tam always the firft te indicate the place 
6 where che robber has fled.” 
| At 
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Revolutions of Rome; but thufling and turning his jez de 
tarots in his hands, he enters into no political reafoning. 

Struck with all that [ had feen, and {carcely able to recover 
from my furprize, I faid fo myfelf, How is it poffible for 
mankind to be fo credulouis, becaufe he is prodigioufly feel- 
ing, and therefore naturaily {uperftitious, becaute the leaft 
part of his exiftence is the prefent.: 

But admittitig, fince to reafon well we muft make. the 
round of the circle ; admitting that there is fomething real 
in this kind of divination ; if, in fhort, there exift certain 
unknown rules to perceive the future, as we have methods 
to fix the paft; if we had near us a hidden thermometer to 
difcover the moft fecret aCtions, ought we not then to burn 
all our volumes, fhut up our aeademies, and laugh at the 
‘crowd of writers? Martin’s cards would be the divinatory 
book, the book par excellence ; for it is from want of fore~ 
knowledge that we coum ‘fo many errros and fo many 
miftakes. 

The quack atte perfortiis a cure, aind to the great 
aftonifhment of the phyfician. The men of genius whom 
‘have met with in the courfe of my life were not thofe who 
have appeared in print. The mechanician fhrugs up his 
fhoulder's when you. {peak to him of the geomietrician. Vau- 
canfon faid, “ Iwillmake you a geometrician with the end 
“< of -my walking tick.” The fhepherd reads in the fky 
the different changes of the feafons, without having re- 
courfe to the leffons of Lalande. The fpiders, it is a fa&, 
led us totake Holland. Every thing is myftery and dark- 
nefs; and if, as I believe, there is nothing but quackery in 
fortune-reading,; Martin at leaft knows, and even perceives 
more than all the philofophers together, that folly is and 
ever will be the attribute of the multitude, fince the en- 
_ quiring crowd: refort without ceafing to the leglefs man, 
whilft no perfon confults either Montefqiieu or Rouwfleau. 

As ali the morality of the Parifians 1s containedi in Chau- 
: Tiew and Baréme, they are profoundly immerfed in nothing 
_ but their pleafures and ftock-jobbing,which they dcéorate with 
: “the name of commerce. The Jewith {pirit is called the fpirit 
of bufinefs. Affected bythe flighteft lofles, their mercenary 
calculations are fixed on the loweftmercantile operations; and 
‘as robbery and theft are what is moft common among them, 
it is alio what they are-moft 1 in fear of. This is the reafon 
why they repair continually to Martin, who, on his fide, has 

very 
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very well judged that he ought to hold himfelf out as the 
moft expert of conjurers in cafe of robbery. He will not 
change his habitation, fince it ‘is at Paris that he ought to 
fhuffle his cards, on daccourit of the numberlefs thefts that 
are committed, and for-neatly the fame reafon as an ocu- - 
lift gave me. | Iam going to leave Paris,” faid he, * be- 
“ caufe difeafes of the eyes are much more frequent in 
“ the cantons bordering on the fea, on. account of the 
*¢ wind blafts. Iam goitig, therefore, to fettle in one of 
“ thofe quartéfs.” | 

If we recollect that our Martin is without legs, that he 
‘is in poffeffion of the buft of Afmodeus, we fhall be lefs 
aftonifhed at thé reputation he enjoys. Conjurers, Sybils, 
and Pythonifts, have been always reprefented under ftrange 
figures. We love to unite an extraordinary thing to an 
extraordinary being. A Handfomie conjurer would never 
make a fortune. ‘The lame devil will do well in any coun-— 
try. I recolle& that there were at the doors of Notre- 
Dame two offerers of the holy water: one was horribly 
hump-backed, and the other without legs.. The eye of 
the believer hefitated on entering ; eighteen out of twenty 
perfons extended their arms towards the brush of the little 
half-formed man, feated the whole of him in his wooden 
porringer*; he enjoyed a marked preference for thirty 
years. , . 


CHAP. LXVII. 
CITIZEN. | 


‘Tae late king’s brother was called Monfieur, and - we 
were all of us therefore plagiarifts, or ufurpers. Great. 
occafions to ftrike at terms in daily ufe are rare. Every.’ 
ore called himfelf Monfieur, and in this imaginary. equa-.,’ 
_* The women particularly, more tender, or thore curious, and who 


have no idea of a man without legs, were the moft liberal in the diftribu- 
tion of their alms. an , es 
L 2 ae lity 
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CHAP. ELXXT. 
NATIONAL FLAG, 


THERE igs now no one in France, who does not know 
what that is. I with for the good of mankind that all 
nations may likewife become acquainted with it, as we 


have been. 

- The greater part of our colours have fome device. Here 
_ are fome of them: On that of the diftri€ of the Capuchins 
of Paris are thefe words, We will be foaved by no one. An 
infcription lefs waggifh, but more civic, is that written 
on the colours of another diftriGt, No other nobility than that 


of the heart, 


CHAP. LXXIL 
NATIONAL COCKADE. 


Crrizens! its definition is in your hat. The day thag 
Antoinette of Auftria faw the king return from Paris to 
Verfailles with the national cockade in his hat, fhe faid, 
L did not imagine I had married a roturier. 

“< Our anceftors,” fays one of our writers, “ would never 
© have guefled that national cockade would ever have become 
© the title of a journal.” But how many things are there 
that our anceftors never would have gueffed at? 

Fhe national cockade will make the tour of the aorld. Thefe 
words are become proverbial, and the prophecy advances 
with large ftrides. | 
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CHAP. LXXII. 


IMPARTIALISTS, 

Tis was the name given at the beginning of the Revo- 
lution to thofe men who, having no ideas of their own, 
‘did not venture to adopt thofe of others, for fear of com- 
mitting themfelves, and who finifhed, by being the laughing- 
ftock of every party. 

Some perfons were embarrafled, ar affected to be fo (in 
1798) to know how much fix and fix made. They ad-" 
dreffed themfelves to, a deputy of the Coté Gauche, who an- » 
{wered, Six AND SIX MAKE TWELVE. . 

“ He who hears but one fide hears nothing,” exclaimed 
a thinker. « Let us hear a Deputy of the Cote Droit.” 

The queftion was propofed to. this honourable Member, 
who, after having maturely reflected, anfwered, “ Sin and 
“6 fix make, fourteen.” 

New embarrafflments. A Wiewibes of the middle of the 
Affembly is confulted. 

ae How many,” he atks, * did the left Jide tell: aad coe 
“ Tayelue?—* And how many the right 2? — 6 Fourteen.” 


“ In this cafe fix and fix make thirteen. You fee that io aim ~ 
impartial.” 


CHAP. LXXIV. 
SENSIBLERIE, 


Some time before the Revolution, the people of bon ton 
had adopted a certain /entimental philofs opby, which was the 
art. of excufing themfelves from, being virtuous. This 
_philofophy had its jargon, its fenfibility; its accent, its gef- 
tures even afiimulated paffion, tender modulations, affec- 
tionate expreflions, which compofed the exterior of perfons 
of good company at the recital of an immoral action, or 
the misfortunes of virtue, have affixed to this feigned and 
barren fenfibility the name of /en/idlerie. 

CHAP. 


152 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


CHAP. LXXV. 
ENGRAVING: 


= - engineers had been ordered,.to wise the Baftille, they 
Bwould have. traced lines, they would have attacked accord- 
“ing to the prefcribed rules, and the royal caftle would yet | 
‘be. _ftanding. The Parifians took it into their heads that 
‘the moment was’ come for taking poffeflion of the Baftille, 
and they took poflefiion ; ; they made every countenance at 
the court turn pale; a lantern became the grave of defpo- 
‘tifm, and a> pike the fignal of: liberty. Not a word was 
faid at S. Dennis, where lay the camp prepared to flaughter 
us—not a word at Mount Martré, from whence the cannon 
was to have thundered. In fhort, not a fyllable any where ; 
and the noble enamoured of his rank, and who defignated 
the Deity only by the title of the Nobleman on high, took 
‘flight, counting neverthelefs on his return with all the no- 
bility of Europe. 

An engraving was ethibited at the time aie was | 
. diftinguifhed amidft the crowd of thofe which covered 
‘the walls of Paris.. It reprefented a barber’s thop, in 
‘which were affembléd cuftomers of different ranks; un- 
-derneath was written, I /have clergy, I comb the beads f the 
nobility, and drefs to perfection the Tiers Etat. 

A ci-devant Seigneur faid to ene of his ci-devant vaffals, 
« Allons, mon pauvre Mathurin, we are equal, we may 
“eat out of the fame platter..—** Ah, Monfieur,” an- 
{wered the peafant, «© we thall never fmoke at the fame 

l e |? 

: a ratifiat of Orleans, ts riguique*, and remember 
that the oldeft is the beft. This di€tum was in every one’s 
mouth, 


“* For Riquetti the family name of Mirabedu. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 
a > 


Tuis word was formerly r never found but in monkith 
works; or fuch as were compofed by churchmen. 

It is only the reprefentatives of the people who are per- 
‘mitted to make decrees; the other contftituted authorities 
make arretés ; the communes make addreffes 5 the citizens 
make petitions, 


sir bbe 


CHAP. LXXVIL. 
MONARCHIAN, | 


Twirs is the name given by the people t to the members 
of a fa&tion who erected themfelves into a fociety with a 
bifhop for a prefident, to labour in common, to gather up 
the wrecks of the monarchy. A Member of this Mo- 
narchian Club wrote to one of his correfpondents: « My 
friend, I fhall not die contented till I have drunk the 
© blood of a patriot.” Such was the kind of pleafure of 


thefe Monarchians, who called themfelves by the name of 
Moderés. 


art emer 


CHAP, LXXVIIE 
RIBBANDS. 


A xinp of halter of all ote of coisas: with which 
thofe who call themfelves fovereigns tie their flaves, in order 
to be fure of their obedience. 

We have feen at Paris a little German fovereign, who 
bad. made a fhop of a prifon where he was confined for 
debt, and {old.poppy ribbands, broad atid ‘narrow, at réa~ 

| fonable 
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fonable prices, to adventurers or fools. It was called the 
erder of Limburg. How diftant from the three-coloured 
ribband which the free Frenchman wears with an honeft 
ride |! 

J In order to feparate the garden of the chateau of the 
‘Tuileries, which Louis occupied, from the terrace of the 
‘Feuillants, where the public aflembled, the people had ex- 
tended along the terrace a fimple ribband, which barrier 
was refpected, and which effect a cannon would not have 
produced. The reafon was, that the people obeyed a law 
which they had impofed on themfelves. © 


CHAP. LXXIX. 


EMISSARIES. 


Aprorr fcoundrels whom foreign courts threw amongft 
us, and whom they keep in pay. They furprize our fe- 
crets, carefs our paiflions. If you are weak, they praife 
your prudence; if you are prudent they accufe you of 
weaknefs. They call your courage rafhnefs, your juftice 
cruelty. If you are mild towards them they complain 
openly; if you threaten them they confpire {fecretly. 
¥Yefterday they affaflinated the defenders of their country, 
to-day they mix in their funeral pomp, and afk divine ho- 
nours for them, watching the moment when they may 
poignard thofe who moft refemble them. 


ES EES 
ee RR YET 


CHAP. LXXX. 
KNIGHTS OF THE POIGNARD. 


Furs was the name given to a band of rufhans wearing 
the crofs of St. Louis, who, on the 23d of February, 17915: 
repaired to the chateau of the Tuilleries to carry off Capet, 
"and whe were driven away ignominioufly by the National 
‘<uard. . _ : 

~ Colonel D. was caned by a National Guard, formerly 
‘is valet-de-chambre, + Why did you give the gentleman 
a a > | ~  & a blow ?* 
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*¢ ablow ?” faid his captain. ‘¢ Give!” replied the foldier : 
« J did not give, I only returned what he had lent me.” 

Another of thefe gentlemen, who had been rudely treated 
the fame day, being fome days after at the opera, his 
friends made him their compliments of condolence. 
“ Mordieu ?? exclaimed he, “ the kicks I received on m 
“© breech will never go out of my head, and the National Guard 
s¢ fhall never die but by my hand,” 


ete sme Smeets helmeted gente emt 


CHAP. LXXXL 
“ERTS UNE. 


Coe of our National Affembly will be as ecoeea by 
pofterity as the tribunes occupied by Demofthenes and 
Cicero at Athens and at Rome. If I was not afraid of 
being accufed of national vanity, I would affirm that it will 
be, and that it will deferve to be much more fo, from the 
real eftablifhment of man in his rights, which all nations | 
are going to acknowledge. : 

This benefit towards. ca will obtain homage in all 
times and all places. 

‘Before the Revolution, the crimes of high treafon then 
known, were of two forts, divine and human. He who 
with an iron glove gave a blow to the Pope, was guilty of 
divine high-treafon. The unfortunate La Tude, becaufe he 
had difpleafed Pompadour, was guilty of human high-treafon. 
We now confider as a crime of national high-treafon, all 
aeaks again{t the glory or happinefs of the French Re- 
‘public. 
, I will not fpeak of thofe ftrokes of eloquence which have 
fo often fparkled in this tribune. Europe has read, and 
reads every day, what is faid there, and we may compare 
it to a volcano’ which throws out flames, ftones and fmoke ; 
but this’volcano is, if I may ufe the expreflion, in perpetual 
explofion, and its fides are inexhauftible. As it has under- 
gone a prodigious change in the prefent circumftances, our 
éloquence has taken a new character. It has not, indeed, 
the academical tone, nor tafte, nor purity of ftyle, but 
there has been an overflow of ideas of every kind, of 
knowledge, and of new views, a fort of impetuofity which 
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is found amongit no other people; in fhort, a multitude 
of talents which had fomething hard and ruftic, but which 
were fuitable to political order, and while morality had its 
eclipfes, eloquence, properly fpeaking, had its eclipfe alfo. 

The ftate of the Convention became almoft a ftate of 
nature, fo much had menchanged their logic, their language, 
and their former ideas, No orator admitted of other fet- 
ters but fuch as he thought fit to impofe on himfelf. 

There is more of mind in a free government, the people 
are better inftructed, or at leaft they are more bold in the 
developement of their idéas : befides, a fingle citizen uniting 
different profeffions, his genius is fed by them, it has more 
fecundity and refource. We ftill behold, with aftonith- 
ment, enterprizes and monuments of little republics com- 
parable to thofe of the greateft kingdoms. If ‘any one has 
been aftonifhed at it; he has never felt the fentiment of li- 
berty; he does not divine what he can effet with the 
féebleft means. And what then will he the deftiny of the 
French Republic, which has begun by making the sera of 
the reprefentative governments, -which cultivates the nur- 
fery garden of all future republics, and which, confirming 
and ftrengthening the dignity of man, will reconcile the 
human race to the regards of ‘angels. 

What remains to the omnipotence of the Creator to. 
do, in order to render man as perfe& as he ought? 
Nothing, unlefs it be to leave him the merit of the choice 
‘of liberty, after having infpired him with the fentiment of it. 

The Swifs return always to the borders of their lakes, 
becaufe they there enjoy a fort of liberty which, though 
imperfect, is fuperiour to that of many other people, very 
different in that from the Gafcons, who quit their country. 
yery willingly with the intention of never going back again. 
Henceforth the French will only make vifits to other coun- 
tries, but will find none more admirable than their own 
country, as well as its government. 

Let us judge by the profound fighs, the groans, and re- 
grets of our emigrants. They fhall never afcend that tri- 
bune where the voice of him whom they treated with con- 
tempt will be heard, where it will immortalize his name, 
and where (what is more foothing to conceive) it may in- 
creafe the {plendor and happinefg of a country. . 

Who i is not an orator? Who does not dream of being 
an orator;, after this great, and happy perfpectives Thus 
itis who fhall exercife himfelf in the art of {peaking in 
| clubs, 
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clubs, in patriotic focieties, and even in literary cireles, 
where they imitate the funtion of the Legiflative Body 
with a prefident, a bell, and fecretaries, and where they afl 
leave to fpeak, make ‘motions, amendments, and confult 
the majority ; and where, as in great affemblies, the mino- 
rity always more active, more obftinate, and more nearly 
connected, gain the queftion the next day. But alas! in_ 
the fame tribune, the eagle urmed with his thunders, and 
the owl ftupidly flittering with his wings, have appeared 
on the fame day, and fometimes by the fide of each other. 
Mirabeau and Laurent Lecointre have alike made theit 
voice heard. Republicanifm has {fpoken’ by the organs of 
Vergniaud and Gaudet, royalifm by thofe of Vaublanc and 
Dumolard. Royalifm under every mafk has, difhonoured 
the tribune of the French Senate, it has refounded with 
the vociferations of thofe perverfe men who have lighted 
there the torches which they have thrown far among. 
towns and into the country. There they have given the » 
fignal of fanaticifm : there they have dared to legitimate 
the aflaflinations of the South ; there, in short, they have 
meditated on beginning the great trial of the revolution 
and of liberty. 

It was fullied in Praireal by the impure remains of 
Marat ; and but for the epocha of the 13th Vendemiaire, the 
anti-republicans would have banifhed the figns of liberty: 

The tribune was the rallying-place of thofe who at- 
tacked and defended liberty. Impudence. and folly here. 
triumphed for a day, but the next they were overthrown. 
Perfidy and cunning have been unmafked at the moment 
when they counted with moft certainty on putting us under 
fubjeCtion. , 

The ftruggle on that fpot was conitant, terrible, and 
preat 5 “the intrepidity of crime gave force to the energy of 
virtue. Neither falfehood, nor ‘falfe attacks, nor threats, 
nor the violence of the corfpirators, ever intimidated the 
courageous enemies of the monarchy. In vain did the . 
fprings of republican government relax themfelves: the 
government refumed its force and its majefty, and tri-+ 
umphed over the orators of royalifm, who were crufhed as 
much by the weight of talent, as of virtue, and when there 
remained but a few legiflators faithful to the caufe of the 
people, fuddenly the republican genius oppofed a refiltance 
of which the hiftory of no nation furnifhes an example. 
Te commanded the 18th Fructidor, which became one of 

the. 
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the tnoft glorious as well as one of the moft aftonifhing 
epochas of our liberty. It isfrom this tribune proceeded 
that voice -which in the {pace of fix years has created ~ 
foldiers and generals, the conftant friends of victory: it is 
this powerful voice which has organized the Great Nation, 
and which has given it a majeftic bafis, by exalting every 
kinid of courage. Such are the prodigies emanated from 
the tribune, and which have expiated the difcourfes of thofe 
flaves either ftruck with contempt, or thrown far from us 
by exile. If the hearts of the people fhould become luke- 
warm, or fhiould feelno more of that facred fire which fo 
often animated thofe who have faid, No, never ; we will 
never. compofe with tyranny; if the leaft doubt refpecting 
our glorious deftinies could for a moment fhake the courage 
of the French, it would be from this tribune that again 
would iffue the cry which fhould render to man his natu- 
ral dignity. Zz , | 


= 
CHAP. LXXXIE 
FORCED LOAN. 


Tue definition of this word was, written on the frowning 
brow of every rich man. Under the old regime, the opu- 
lent nobles never lay with their wives but the firft night of 
their marriage, in order to have an heir. They confidered | 
it as a mania worthy of what they called the Bourgeottie, 
the defire of multiplying their family. | 

The forced loan has done a miracle. It has called the - 
opulent nobility ; and even the rich Bourgeoife, who were 
always aping the former, to the fentiments of nature. It 
is now who fhall produce moft children, in order to con- 
tribute the leaft poffible. And who doubts that the wives 
of thefe. gentlemen will not contribute by all poffible means 
to fecond their views ?* | | 


® This refers to the firft forced loan. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXIIL 
THE **** CABINET. 


Wat we had anounced is now come to pafs. The 
**** Cabinet has fought to avenge itfelf for the lofs of its 
ancient colonies, and has appeared to efpoufe the caufe of 
Louis the XVIth only the better to betray it: He who 
does not feize the thread will lofe himfelf in the tortuous 
labyrinth of fo many contradictory facts ; this Cabinet took 
advantage of.the credulous imbecility of Orleans. Indif- 
ferent to all parties, *** favoured every thing which could 
produce and propagate divifions among the Bourbons. 

The monarchical government, too often overftepping its 
limits, drew near its end; and, both from its audacity, 
and the vicioufnefs of a court which imagined that public 
opinion could be treated with .contempt. Its imprudent 
haughtinefs fed by an infolent difdain for the people, refted 
itfelf on old. prejudices, which hitherto had caufed the 
follies and defpotifm of the throne to be refpected: but 
what opinion creates opinion-deftroys. ‘The vices of the 
monarchical government were at their height, and it was 
become an object of a fort of derifion, from the indecent: 
immorality of the princes who were a kind of fultans, and 

-efpecially by the verfatility of its plans and meafures. 

The chief nobility who perceived an approaching fub-- 
verfion, imagined that it would be the moment to revive 
the old feudal government in all its fplendor, and to divide 
the provinces into particular governments *.. There was a 
queftion of fhutting up Louis the XVIth in a monaftery, 
as had been done with a few kings of the firft race, and 

his own brothers would have been obliged to have given 
their. confent, from the immenfe divifion which would 
have been beftowed onthem. Conftrained by this danger, 


* They had taken for their model the plan of government which the 
Proteftants withed to eftablifh in France int 1621; and we have the regu 
lation made by the Affembly of Rochelle the xoth of May of the fame 

year. The whole of the kingdom was divided into eight circles comprer 
hending Bearn. The Duke of Bouillon had the general command of the 
armies. ‘Thus the Proteftants had formed a plan of changing France inte 
a republic. The. Princes had projected the creating for themfelves privileged 
fovereignties, _ 3 | 


nr 
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of which hé received warning, Louis the KVIth made ufe 
of the only counterpoife in his power, he convoked the 
states General, and feemed to embrace the popular party. 

This unfortunate Prince, inftead of following the di- 
tection of the torrent iri which he would always have 
fwam, far from digging it a bed, defttoyed every happy 
chance which fortune fo often offered him, to lower at once 
this impefious nobility, which had threatened him, and 
reftrain the popular party whofe aid he had called in againft 
his enemies. | rr ae 2 | 
_ He was three times perjured, while he had the gieateft 


intereft to be loyal and finceré. He meditated the moft 


fhameful, the moft difhonourable, and moft dangerous 


flight of which hiftory makes mention, throwing himfelf | 


on a foreign land, to be there defpifed, degraded, and 
made a prifonef, rather than league himfelf with a great 
people. He had only the ideas of a Marquis with red 
heels, and had never aftér a fingle moment of courage, 
even when he might have faved himfelf, or have done ho- 
nour to his name, by falling with that dignity which his 


character claimed. Given up to fuperftitious notions, and 


to thofe counfels more or lefs foolifh which refult from 
them, gtofsly diflembling, and papiftically vindictive, he 
had promifed ‘to religion to punifh all the. infults with 
which the throrie was treated. | a 
Three months’ franknefs and open policy would have 
overturned all thé plans of the * * * Minifter, and pre-+ 
vented all the difafters which have weighed on France. 
This is what has rendered the Revolution fo bloody and 
fatal; for in thé beginning it was calm and peaceable; and 
if the king had known how to proceed with it, he would 
have gained the homage and admiration of the world. 
It was the furious obftinate refiftanee to neceflary and 
legitimate changes, the menaces, imprecations, and hoftile 
projects of the clergy and the nobility, which imprefied a 
chara€ter on the revolution which it had not in the be- 
ginning. It became terrible, becaufe the emigrants were 
as fo many confpirators. They called for the fubverfion of 
the country, and nothing could calm. or, appeafe their 


pride or their vengeance. As the prieftly impottor adhered 


to the flighteft ceremonial, and ftruck with the “name of 


‘impious who ever fmiled at his fooleries,. fo. the. nobles 


would Hot give up a tittle of their blafonry, and would’. 
| | as 


J 
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a8 foon have burnt France for a ribband lefs large, as for 
their whole expulfon. ‘The new order of things, the with. 
and want of all the French, made them furious with anger 
and aftonithment; to yield nothing; and revenge them- 
felves inhumanly on every demand, was the whole of their 
do€irine: 

Meanwhile the foieign cabinets wete anxious for the 
fall of Louis the XVI; he was theréfore advifed to arm 
himfelf, to eonfpire againtt ‘the new order of things, the 
laft at of imprudence as range, as it became guilty after 
the flight to Varennes. 

He placed himfelf betweeri two tocks, which were fo 
much the more formidable, as they both helped to dafh 
him in pieces. Common good fenfe fhould have told hims 
that all his ftrength lay in doing nothing, and that he 
ought not particularly to have followed the plans of the 
common enemy, who, in order to favour the moft barba-. 
rous of projects, wete defirous of exterminating the French 
in the name of their chief. 

‘He alone, by his multiplied berfidies, ind by his mon- 
_ ftrous errors, gave birth to the republican governments 
which no ore thought’of. ‘Thus it is that a found and 
vigorous plant, yet concealed.in the earth, pufhes back a 
difeafed plant which falls into rottennefs, the new plant 
increafes its forces by the wrecks of the old. | 

Governments wear out, but once décompofed, it is im- 
poflible to regerierate them under the form which they have — 
loft. ‘The foreign powers wifhed to ruin us, and they have 
become our faviours. It is by the coalition of kings that 
we have been faved from kings. It was the treaty of Pil- 
nitz which raifed. the whole nation-in arms, it was the 
King of Pruffia in Champagne who engendered the revo- 
lutionaty fpeétre. 

The Englith people, at a certain period, tried and con- 
demned their monarch, and they take it ill that we try.and 
condemn ours alfo. "They expected to have made it a 
‘fubject of perpetual difcord amongft us, and to have crufhed * 
us one by the other: The monarchical government being 
identified with a fingle man, this man ought neceflarily to 
difappear at the birth of the republican government. Every 
other meafure would have implied contradiction, and led 
the way forendlefs commotions.. It was neceflary for us 
to repofe ina republic, a ftormy : form of government at 

Vou. M - firit, 
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_ firft, but which, after the firft formation, takes a footing 
difficult to break. | _ 3 
The Englith bore fhamefully with the long diGtature of 
Oliver Cromwell; we have had a nurfery-of Cromwells, 
but politically and boldly enlightened, we have broken 
them one after the other; and if the nationhad liftened 
to the appeal and generous proteft of the feventy-three De- 
-puties, of which T fhall always feel myfelf honoured in 
_' «being of the number, and punifhed the authors ef the 31 
_ of May, France would then have been faved from the 
blows of foreigners,'and the {caffolds of Robefpierre would 
‘never have been erected: What proves it is, that the un- 
fortunate Briffot, fo much calumniated, and who always 
| difdained any noted popularity, animated by the pureft pa- 
‘triotifm, never was deceived in his averfion for. England 3; 
and that far from being the hireling of the Englifh mi- 
nifter, whom he openly attacked by his declaration of war 
_againft Great Britain, no man ever faw better than he that 
there was but a moment to ftrike, and he, accufed by this 
folemn act which will refound to the moft diftant pofterity — 
‘in eternal honor of his name and: memory, he aceufed the 
flownefs, the want of energy, of mobbifh, brawlers, who, 
-while they were prating about overturning all thrones, 
remained dumb through ignorance, and motionlefs through 
fear. ce 
It was this aét of patriotifm and courage which difcon- 
certed the foreign party, to which Robefpierre was at- 
tached; for. when every veil fhall be rent, we fhall fee 
‘that the moft cruel of men were alfo. the moft infamous, 
and that they were in agreement: with the eternal enemy 
of France to procure themfelves a fupport or a retreat ; 
fo blind does guilt render guilty men! ‘The prineipal 
mover of the offenfive war, or who at the tribune propofed 
its declaration, deferves our gratitude. It isa crime which 
the royalifts impute at prefent to the Convention, from 
owhich it-would be eafy to abfolve it, and even to turn to 
its glory; it faved on that day.the republic from an ap- 
proaching invafign, meditated on the part. of the foreign 
- powers ; for the treaty of Pilnitz had prepared the difmem-~ _ 
berment of France. And it was the chief of thé-French, ~ 
who in order to regain I know not what fhadow, while he 
‘might have enjoyed a real authority, had acceded to this 
: * fhameful 
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fhameful treaty! Such fworn foés are defpots to their 
.country, if once their pride be ever fo little hurt. os 
The end of the Convention in provoking hoftilities, was 
to take advantage of the énthufiafm of the French people, . 
of thofe fublime and paffionate efforts which fignalize the 
firft epochas of the independence of a nation. Ought we 
to have waited till the enemy, inundating our. territory, 
_fhould give the fignal of combat! was it not more advan- 
tageous, more worthy of us, to be before-hand with him, 
fince a'rupture had been rendéred inevitable by fo much 
treafon and perfidy? Our emigrants who had fled from 
the firft days of the Revolution when it was ftill intact, 
pure and folemn, thofe cowardly emigrants, who are the 
true caufe of the horrible convulfions: of the interior, in 
having taken a refolution the moft impolitic, and-the moft 
fatal to their caufe, enjoyed the moft unbounded protection, 
waiting however till they were facrificed at Quiberon. 
_ Bands had already formed on all the frontiers of the re- 
_ public, and if the enemy flill delayed to attack us, it was 
only becaufe he had waited till we had been ruined by.in- 
teftine divifions. In reality, had the ardor of our youth 
been reftrained, it would have led us to have wafted in 
inaction thofe decifive days, in which, full of the intoxi- 
cation of our independence, ftruck with new and extraor- 
dinary objects, fcorched in fome meafure with an electric 
fire, we were capable of the greateft things. It is to the 
offenfive war that we owe our conquetfts, our brilliant vic- 
tories ; itis by them that we have forced Europe to tremble ; 
three months later, and the time was over. 2 
Conquerors of Gemappe, of Fleurus, warriors who have 
planted on the top of Mont Blanc the three-coloured ftand- 
ard! it is to you appeal; your laurels, your fuccefles 
depofe in favour of the decree, whofe fupreme wifdom 
and forefight we atteft. The Brabanter freed, the Hollander 
reftored to liberty, the Allobroge become French, the road 
of Italy open to our intrepid foldiers; fuch are the fruits 
-.of the offenfive war; and the fame men who have made it 
a crime in the Convention, pretend that we ought to over- 
turn every throne, and cover Europe with republics. A 
fine project without doubt, if it were poflible to realife it, 
and if thofe who had conceived it, or rather who talked of 
it, had not made their country groan under the moft dif- 
graceful flavery. And if the National Convention willed 
_ 7 M 2 that 
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that France fhould declare herfelf againft England; tt wag 
becaufe fhe felt that there was not, that there never would 
be, any reconciliation between royalifts and republicans ; 
élements fo oppofite could never unite. ‘The coalition had 
hoifted the flower-de-luce againft the three coloured cock-. 
ade. The Englifh nation would ‘become anti-républican, 
not certainly through conviction, but to give us new proofs. 
of its jealous hatred; for if England was the conftant ene- 
my of France a monarchy, it was ftill much more fo of 
France a republic. England faw that fhe could not much 
longer reap the fruit of that fuperiority which the remains” 
of that uncertain liberty which her citizens ftill enjoy, have 
given her. — | . a : | | 

Is not the ardent jealoufy of this nation impreffed on 
every page of our hiftory! Let us open it, we fhall find 
that it isfrom this ifland that have iflued for many ages 
paft the cdlamities by which we have been affliated. At 
all times her feeret but ative policy fomented divifions 
amongift us, and fhe always lavifhed her fmiles on that 
party which beft knew how to injure France. Without 
going back to diftant epochas, does not the prefent time 
offer us an inconteftible chain of evidence ! 


_ If we’had fubmitted filentiy to the infults of ‘foreigners, 
if we had been obftinate in keepmg pufillanimous meafures 
with them, would they have the lefs fomented the revolt 
of our colonies, fed our difcords, furnifhed arms and am- 
tiunition to the rebels of the interior, fubfidized the coa= 
lefced powers, and even bands of obfcure royalifts enlifted 
at Paris? They have not biufhed at counterfeiting our 
paper money, without reflecting that this example was the 
fignal of the ruin of their own Banks. | 

The National Convention certainly never pretended that 
we could attack or deftroy a powerful marine in its vigour ; 
but it was in our power to hold the balance, and it is well 
known that the reverfes which our fleets have met with, 
have been owing to the blunders of thofe in the pay of 
foreigners. : | 3 ; 

‘Have we not, it was faid atthe time, as abundant re- 
fources as thofe of our enemies, to build veffels and form 
— failors? Is it not aftonifhing, that a nation which pofleffes 
_ the fineft ports.on the Mediterrenean, which has colonies, 
an extenfive commerce, intrepid marines, as well as the 
greateft part of materials for confiruction, fhould have 
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neglected this effential branch of national greatnefs?, The 
active genius of republicanifm - required that our, ‘aayal 
forces fhould. equal our land armies in itrength and fuccefs. 
It entered into its views and projects, to fpread over the 
fea the fame patriotic enthufiafm which had led the repubs 
lican bayonet: to the pas de charge, 
We forefaw what every day confirms, ‘that pieioners 
could. not behold, without a fentiment of rage, a powerful 
republican power erecling itfelf by their fide, which from 
the extent of its territory, the riches of its foil; the worth, 
the induftry of its inhabitants, ought neceflarily to fake 
the lead of ‘all other European nations. - 
A bad government palfied our expanfive genius, coun. 

teracted all the advantages with which nature had favoured | 
us. Defpotifm, like the fun of the torrid zone, burnt and 
dried up the moft fruitful foil ; but the French republican 
was going to compenfate thofe days of inaction and fervie 
tude, by raifing himfelf rapidly to the zenith of pr ‘ofperity ; : 
the hoftile governments knew how to appreciate this rege- 
nerating movement, and made ufe of every meafure in 
their power to impede if, 

Itis evident, that it was by propagating ideas refpedting 

the Blacks and Mulattoes, that they kindled the torch 
which fet our colonies on fire; that fame torch which they 
WET careful to keep at a diftauce from their o own, It-was 
by exaggerating, by corrupting philofophical opinions 
amongtt us, that they placed to the account of thofe feel- 
ing writers, who had fhed tears over the fate of the flave, 
thofe furies to which he gave himfelf UP, when he had 
broken his chains, .. 

“We know at, prefent that rayalifm, conftantly protected 
by the enemies of France, had provided a retreat for itfelf 
in thofe rich countries, and that from the fhock of the 
three parties, have refulted the moft horrible. calamities, 
Hiftory will publith, that the a had been formed to em- 
bark Lewis the XVIth for S. omingo *, and from thence, 
like a new Pharamond, he was to invite, rally, and concen: — 
trate his nobles and his fanatics, and oppofe new France 
to the mother country: all the blood which had been fhed, 


“* He was to have left Paris in a coal-barge, to have flopt at Rouen at 
the houfe of Liancour, and from thence made the beit of his way towards 
the new world. For want of ammunition they had made a provifion of 
gins bottles, to charge the cannon that were to have ae his flight. 

was 
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was the confequence only of thofe guilty and odious pre- 
parations. 

Our enemies knew alfo, that wrong and extravagant 
ideas always gain on the lower orders of the focial body, 
and fill it with ill-regulated paflions; that there is no ty- 
ranny fo dangerous as that of the people, that it is com- 
monly the moft fa€tious who feize on the reins of authority ; : 
that then the vileft inhabitants of a city acquire the right 
and the power of injuring the moft virtuous; that narrow 
minds rufh always into extremes; that democracy, in fhort, 
| changés itfelf fo eafy into anarchy, that virtue and courage 
never find themfelves on fo flippery a precipice as ina po- 
litical fermentation of this nature; and the coalition orga~ 
nized the 31ft of May, as the means of bringing about a 
fanguinary didtatorfhip. Thus all thefé atrocious men who 
perfecuted the republicans, were the agents or inftruments 
of foreign powers, put in motion by the hoftile cabinets. 
The thread of all thefe confpiracies ends there, and without 
the bravery of our armies, and the invincible union of our 
foldiers, it was over with France. 

Hiftory, in fhort, wall develope what we have only — 
fketched. Every faction was carefled, becaufe it could fo- 
ment political troubles ; under every maik, and every li- 
very, the coalition have breathed difcord, and perpetuated 
the empire of anarchy ; Lewis, and Orleans, Robefpierre, | 
Babceuf, and Puifaye, parties the moft oppofite, promoted 
_ alike their defigns, provided they raifed obftacles to hinder 
the French from rallying round the republican govern= 
ment. 

But we have at prefent a conftitution which teaches us . 

how to difcover and deteét the enemies of the republic, 
_ with whatever veil they are covered, we hall find out the 
- friends of kings;. hiftory, experience, general intereft, 
will make us fufficiently comprehend that we cannot combat 
beings fo ferocious with patience and -philofophy. ~ 

. Whenever violations of the laws, of order, or the prin- 
ciple of humanity, are in queftion, their infernal genius 
is readily of accord; but we have alfo the genius of the. 
republic, and the intrepidyfoldiers of our ‘country, united 
with its virtuous writers, will foon impofe filence on alk 
thefe hired libellifts, who having begun for a long time 
pait in idea, the work-of royal vengeance, would with to 


finith 
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_ &nith by erufhing’ the nation under the horrible weight of 
European thrones. Such blindnefs is fo monftrous, that 
we eafily trace in thefe writings, either abjeCt minds, or. 
venal pens, . | 


CHAP. LXXxXVv. 
CONSTITUTIONAL PRIEST. 


- Tas is the name which was given at the beginning: of. 
the Revolution to the ecclefiaftic who had taken the oath, 
to obferve the civil conftitution of the clergy, decreed by: 
the National Affembly. At the time it exilted, Madame 
(the wife of the king’s brother), gave notice that fhe fhould 
have every day at dinner two places for two priefts who 
had not taken the civic oath. Her eook being told of the 
invitation of his miftrefs, faid, ‘* The bad priefts have 
*¢ only to come, | will give them a better regale than they: 
« think of; 1 will write the civic oath in little billets, 
s¢ which fhall be inclofed in the petits-patés; if they will 
s¢ not pronounce the civic oath, they fhall at leaft {wallow 
6 it,” , : | 


me 


CHAP. LXXXVI. 
TRIAL OR LOUIS XVI. 


A WHOLE nation, too confiding, has been betrayed by its 
chief. Lewis the XVIth, difdaining to be the king’ of a 
free people, has made ufe of the deepeft diffimulation in 
order to get poffeflion again of the defpotic {ceptre; in 
order to crufh, by a fingle blow, one half of the nation, and. 
palfy the other. He is furrounded by confpirators; he 
a has 
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has liftened from preference, as well as areas to perverfe 

advifers, and has malicioufly kept himfelf aloof from the 
ood. 

: He did not bluth, in the field of Feieision, at making 

_ the whole French nation aflembled witneffes of his perjury, 

nor feared at the fame time to invite the foreign enemy into 

our territory, in order to ftifle our infant liberty. 

Enraged at not having fucceeded in deftroying Paris in 
1789, rooted in his deep refentment, he has fince medi- 
tated every plan, every fanguinary projet capable of fatis- 
fying his vengeance; and when his people, convinced of 
- his perfidy, had generoufly forgiven his abominable crime, 
the crowned montter calculated with the cold bloodinefs of 
a cunningly concentrated ‘mind, the meafures the mott 
efficacious to ruin them. 

Fallen into his own fares, and feeing the day of juftice 
arrive, he is anxious to interpret in his favour certain ‘words 
of a conftitution which he. has violated ; he withes to infi- 
nuate, that, in the focial pact, we have permitted him to, 
affaffinate the nation, and that he had a right to arm foreign 
fatellites, without rendering his crowned head refponfible ! 
This kind of defence is a new crime, an infult committed 
againft human reafon. Although there fhould be no law. 
againtt parricidal children, becaufe the legiflator had never 
conceived the poffibility of fuch a crime, ought therefore 
the children, who had killed their father, to be acquitted ¢ ° 
Could we have fuppofed in the text of the conftitution a 
con{piring king, an incendiary, an affaflin, a parricide ! 

It appears, therefore, very extraordinary, that you fhould 
with to try Lewis, either by the conftitution which no longer. 
exifts, or by the penal code. His crimes are notorious.: 
The frontiers have been inundated with blood ; the blood of: 
the Parifians and the Marfellais has bathed the walls of the 
infernal chateau, from whence the demon of defpotifm has 
yomitted a thoufand deaths.- | 

Political laws alone ought ‘to punith crimes of an extra-, 
ordinary nature, and in an extraordinary crifis. All this is 
new, terrible, and neceffary. It is a trial between an in-. 
jured nation and,a guilty king. T he political laws which 
belong to great focieties; and which are continually modi- 
fying them, are no longer thofe of natural, or of civil right 5, 
they watch over the conftitution of. the hole: ; and having 
no other end, they are not fubjected to thofe equivacal 

words, 
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wor -ds by means of which the moft contradi€tory arguments 
are equally maintained. 

It is-politiyal law which orders war, heck caufes that 
honfe to be burnt which fhould contain the germ of the 
_ plague, which protects the half-crown of the capitalift, 
againft the hand of the neceffitous man who covets it; 
which after the death of one man, orders the death of ano- 
ther. Thefe laws, political from their nature and their 
utility, are formed in every great circumftance, and are 
peculiarly adapted: to a day of tempeft. Thofe laws are 
political which willed the inviolability of the king, in order 
that he fhould be impafiable in the exercife of his fublime’ 
fun&tions. The fame political laws pronounced the forfei- — 
ture of royalty, becaufe royalty was about to operate the 
diffolution of the ftate; and there was no medium between 
diforganization and the republic. ‘Thus, it is no longer 
jurifprudence which we fhould follow, fince it is an infur- 
rection whiclr has faid, Deffroy the power. The Convention 
can therefore neither delegate this authority, nor create a 
tribunal, 

Let us then confult political laws, and lay afide fich as 
are liable to abufé and chicane. The founders of liberty 
ought not to engage themfelves in crooked - queftions, and. 
the perplexities ef the bar. Too timorous a philofcphy; 
like the ferocious cry of Maratifm, would lead us alti ray at 
this moment. 

What do the re-eftablifhment of the. republic, and nation- 
al intereft exaét? On the one fide I {ee a nation, on the 
other an individual. This individual deferves death, be- 
caufe he has‘ committed the public fafety, and been an 
enemy to his country: but this individual, though ‘horn of 
his beams, is ftill a demi-god to fanatical worthippers. 
Others fee in him the depofitory of the immenfe riches 
which he diftributed to his favourites ; and they would 
with to reftore that depofitory. 

All thofe who love gold, regret the great diftributor. 
Others put themfelves in idea in his place, and intereft 
themfelves for the criminal on account of the height of his 
fall. Policy fees nothing but the national parricide, and 
does not hefitate to fay, * The chief of fo many confpira- 
‘cies, whom the people have too often pardoned, ought 
«© to meet with no other laws but fuch as are inexorable 5 
s« the king, who called himfelf the palladium of the confti- 
«6 tution, and who acted againft the conftitution in its name, 

“« deferves, 
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“¢ deferves death. The country, on the border of the pre- 
“* eipice, cries to every reprefentative of the people,’ duenge, 
“ avenge me!” ‘Under this point of view, and the only one 
which political reafon can offer, the reprefentatives of tthe 
people are no longer judges, fince the crimes are proved, 
they are only avengers, and they ought without delay to 
pronounce the punifhment which thofe crimes deferve. 
Political. laws of a fuperior nature require that France 
‘fhould no longer be given up to incertitude 3 we are in civil 
war, two parties are ftruggling for the afcendancy. ‘The 
republic, or the defpotifm of an individual! is it ufeful or 
neceffary that Lewis fhould perifh? 

I maintain that the king is dead and buried; he has no 
longer a political exiftencé, He ought to be "confidered, 
and we muft confider him, as being for ever cut off from 
fociety 5 political laws have deftroyed the political. being 3 
they have done what was neceflary. ‘The king is no other 
than a phantom. After the deftruction of royalty, it was 
found -policy to put afide, or adjourn, the punifhment of 
the crowned head, for time is alfo a legiflator which unra- 
vels the moft knotty queftions; and the folution of the 
problem was in this ‘verfe of the fable, « Before that time, 
** either the king, the afs, or I fhall die.” But this wife refo- 
lution did not pleafe the diforganizing party; that party 
invokes diforder, it loves difcord; it heats every thing in 
order to produce conflagration.’ One member goes fo far 
as tofay, “I with to fee his head on the Caroufal;” and 
he takes this language for that of a legiflator ; another 
abufes the name of republic, without reflecting that the 
republic is not yet created. 

True policy fays, “ Try. Lewis the XVIth; pronounce 
« that he deferves death ; but do not pronounce the punith-. 
«© ‘ment of death.” 

If Lewis the XVIth be no longer a political being with 
refpect to us, he is fill fo for the potentates of Europe. 
The anti-focial maxims which make them confider ftates 


'. as farms and the people as cattle, thefe maxims will di€tate 


to them new impoitures, they will calumniate the French ; 
they will abufe the ignorance of their fubjects ; they will 
not difcontinue pouring in their gold to quicken their fero- 
cious fatellites; the. brother of the traitor will be proclaimed 
regent ; ; the fon, king; and his age and his innocence will 
become virtues. We know how much men are guided by 
words ; : eh Bourbon will call himfelf the proprietor a 
| tne 
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the throne; and will offer parts of Pines to whoever 
will re-eftablifh him. The more extravagant thofe pre- 
tenfions are, the more they will prevail among nations ac- 
cuftomed to regard kings as gods, without whom nothing 
can exift, and who alone can give life to the political body. 

But Lewis i is a prifoner; all the emigrant princes dare 
affert that he is’ no more! Faithful to their deteftable | 
logic, they wifh only to tyrannife under his name, or after 
him. The plains of Chalons, violated by the enemy, prove 
that Lewis is literaily a prifoner of war; and it is not per- 

mitted to put a prifoner to death. 

_ Lf of the morning of the roth of Auguft he had fallen 
under the fword ‘of the avengers of liberty, his death 
would not have been a crime; but a great aét of jufticein _ 
the eyes of the world; for every thing then was permitted. 

But Providence, which has difpofed of every event of this 
great Revolution, did not permit this, and thus feems to 
have indicated to the French the glory of forming a repub- 
lic, and {paring at the time the blood of theit moft cruel 
enemy. The example will be the fame for every crowned 
head; to make Lewis the XVIth fall, would be to make it 
believed, that he was ftill formidable. He is no longer fo: 
the iecomprehenfible tali{man is broken. The murderer 
of the Baftille, of Nancy, of Tournay, of the Tuilleries, 
will wear on his front the eternal fea] of reprobation; and 
his foot will no longer tread the living foil of liberty; he 
will no longer have the foothing fatisfaQtion of beholding 
it’ From the depth of his obfcure prifon, he will hear our 
fongs of victory; and who knows but remorfe will pene-~. 
trate his heart with the tears of true repentance? perhaps, 
in the bitternefs of his grief he will exclaim, “I was a fool, 
«* a barbarian, but men had made me a king.” 

We mutt take then into our account the moral re-a€tion,, 
which for ever turns the mind towards pity, when juftice 
fheds blood. If the king perifhes on a {caffold, this tragedy 
will divide Europe ; it will be the origin of endlefs debates, 
which will ferve as a pretext againft the French... 

' Captivity precludes thefe bloody commotions. Thofe 
who might be tempted ‘to call themfelves kings, will not 
venture to do fo, we fhall have no Pretenders, no further 
intereft will be taken in a phantom which has vanifhed 5 and | 
Europe will fee, that impunity is no longer the privilege . 
of potentates. 
Such — 
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» Such is nearly the fumming up which I made on this 
great queftion, and my opinion was delivered i in almoft the 
fame terms. ~ 

The Girondines were defirous of faving the king, but 
they did not with at the fame time to lofe their popularity; 
_and the defpotifm of the mob being then omnipotent, it 

was who fhould carefs it moft. The Girondines fuggefted 

the appeal to the people, hoping that by taking this courfe, 
the. iiue of the trial would have favourable chances ; but 
they deceived - themfelves, and I made repeated efforts to 
diffuade them, but in yain, I told them they would them- 
felves repent of the appeal to the people, which I myfelf 
oppofed. They might ‘have divided on the queftion of 
eapital punifhment, but they united in the fame vote, and 
thereby compofed the voice ‘of the majority, though their. 
fecret ‘defign was to fpare the nation the fight of a king 
dragged to the fcaffold. 

Tt is thus, that in great political affairs, dehnemene and. 
diffimulation bring about events directly contrary to thofe 
which were intended. I was of opinion, that no cunning 
was neceflary, and fuperior to fear, and firm in my princi- 
ples, 1 feparated myfelf on this occafion from the Giron- 
dines, whom I had always loved and’ efteemed. I voted 
againft the appeal to the people, declaring myfelf with the. 
fame franknefs again ft the pain of death. 

The examination of this queftion gave me a fever for 
eight and forty hours, and made volumes of refleCtions pafs 
through my head. I fell fick ; and having, I I think, difco- 
vered the true point of view, I do not conceal my opinion, 
that thofe who voted differently have committed @ politicak 
blunder. Probably they had not made the fame exertions to 
come to the folution of this great problem, which neverthe- 
lefs will be finally decided for pofterity, by the pen of fome. 
future Tacitus. As for myfelf, I have done my duty as a 
man, and a legiflator ; 5 and I do it ftill as a free and inde- 
pendent writer. - | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXXVII. 
OF THE DETHRONED RACE. 


Is it indeed the famé individual, crowned and confecrated, 
at Rheims, mounted on a raifed flooririg, furrounded by alk 
the nobility knéeling at his feet, hailed by a thoufand accla- 
mations, adored almoft as a god, whofe look, and voice; and. 
' gefture, were as fo many orders; he who was furrounded. 
with honours and enjoyments; in fhort, feparated as it 
were, from the reft of mankind, is it really the fame man 
whom I fee handled by four of the executioner’s helpers, 
and his clothes ftript off with violence; whofe voice is 
drowned by the noife of the drum, tied to a plank, fill 
{trugegling, and receiving, fo ill prepared, the ftroke of the. 
guillotine, that he has not his neck, but the hinder part of 
his head, and the jaw, horribly diflevered? es wat 

His blood flows: fhouts of joy from eighty thoufand 
armed men aflail my ears, and are repeated along the quays. 
I fee the ftudents of the Quatre Nations lifting their hats in 
the air. His blood flows: itis, who fhall dip the end of his 
finger in it, a pen, a {crap of paper. One perfon taftes it, and 
fays, §¢ It is devilifbly fait.” An executioner on the edge.of 
the {caffold fells and diftributes little packets of his hair 5 
the rope that bound him is purchafed ; every one carries off 
a little fragment of his clothes, or fome bloody veftige of 
this tragical feene., I faw the people filing off, holding by 
each other’s arms, laughing, and talking familiarly, as if 
they were returning home from a fete. 

‘There was no alteration in their countenances, and thofe 
have afferted'a falfehood who have ftated that a ftupor 
reigned through the city. It was only fome days after 
that refleétion, and a fort of miftruftful fear of the future, 
caft a cloud over fome particular focieties. The day of pu- 
nifhment made no imprefhon: the theatres were open, the 
drinking-houfes on the fide of the bloody fcene, emptied 
their cans as ufual, and they cried cakes and petits-pates. 
around the decapitated body. He was placed like any other 
criminal in the wicker-bafket, carried to the Magdalen 
burying-ground, where he received an ample dole of quick- 

7 | lime, 
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lime, which fo axicned him, that it would be impolible 
for all the gold of the potentates of Europe to form the leaft 
relick of his remains. 

The Minifter of Juftice announced and read to him the 
fentence of death. It appears that Louis the XVIth had 
- fome hope even to the laft moment; for it is certain, that 
he flew into a paffion, and ftruggled with five or fix of the 
ene He. {poke for fome oe ne and pretty 

oud. 

It is pretended that it was the ees Dugazon, who, 
without the intervention of Santerre, ordered, as if it were 
the command of the general, the beating of the drums.— 
Religion feems alfo to have affifted the king in this horrible 
paflage from the throne to the fcaffold, and the words of his 
conieflor were fublime. Go, jon of St. Louis, era ‘to 
‘© heaven !? | 

From a certain point of view, thrones are only monucules: 
and the death of aking on a {feaffold is not one of thofe 
" events which difturb phyfical order, or which can .interrupt 
one of the leaft laws of nature, or the progrefs of things here 
below. Louis the XVIth might have died a {till more pain- 
ful death $ but men, in overturning an idol, remain affrighted 
at the hiows which they have given it, ad we are all more, 
or lefs like. the flatuary, who falls on his knees before his 
own work. 
 -‘Fcan atteft, that five or fix days tee the punifhment, the 

greater part of the Legiflature who had voted-for death were 
afftighted at what they had done. They looked at each. 
other with aftonifhment, and felt a fort of inward fear, 
which looked very much like repentance.. Sometimes they 
fought, fometimes they fhunned, thofe who had been of a 
contrary. opinion, and whom they did not dare to interro- 
gate. I remember very well that they met in groupes, 
whifpered to each other, and were embarrafled at our 
approach. 
~ It is.certain, that at this epocha an almoft abfolute fepa- 
tation took place between thofe.who had and thofe who 
had not voted the death of the king: that enmities were 
inflamed, that hatreds increafed, that open or concealed 
ee affumed a formidable afpeet ; and that, in fhort, 
the punifhment of Louis the XVIth threatened all thofe 
whe had been willing to fave him from it. 

| Thole 
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.: .Thofe infolent and rafh menaces forced us fometimes to 
~ {peak thundering but tardy truths. We kept.no longer any 
terms with men, our equals, who dared to call us pufilla- 
nimous beings. To infult us, to devote us to the fury of 
the populace, there was no longer any thing common be- 
tween us, becaufe they could not forgive us our opinion. 
Having made the head-of Louis fall, they were emboldened 
-to caufe the heads of their colleagues to fall in the fame 
place. It was a delirium of fury,.:of iwengeance, and of . 
rage, and I believe they did much more from terror than 
- republicanifm. a Oo | 

I perceived that feveral of them felt deep remorfe, — 
Defacy, a mild, modeft, and honeft man, deeply verfed in 
hiftory, died with grief. Alas! fuch are men! they are. 
moved, drawn. ignorantly in, give way to the paflions of 
others, and dare not have any opinion of their own, There. 
are few who know how to preferve any confiftency of cha- 
racter, when every thing threatens and fhakes around them, 

. The Girendines were afflicted at having made ufe of a 
ufelefs finefe. They-repented of the falfe ftep they had taken 
by their appeal to the people, and they faw that their adver- 
' faries were metamorphofing:themfelves into tygers to devour 
them. They had not that courage which prevents and 
. defies dangers, and believed in the information, the wifdom 
of.the nation, and in its power to rifein their favour. The 
nation, undecided, and divided likewife with refpect to this 
great event, knew. not whom to acquit or condemn, and 
_ abandoned alike to their own. deftiny, the different parties 
of the National Convention, waiting the refult with a fort of 
inconceivable apathy which was fatal to itfelf. 

The Queen. affuredly enjoyed neither the efleem nor. 
affection of the public. he recent ftory of the necklace, 
her immoderate love for the Emperor her brother, her fup- 
pofed hatred for France, did not conciliate the refpect of the 
people, They. recollected her. firft arrival in the Court of 
Veriailles, which’ had been. fignalized by a tremendous 
burit of thunder, and three thoufand unhappy people crufhed 
to-death;.or ftifled in the place of Louis Quinze, amidft the 
rejoicings for her marriage, on the fame place which fhe was 
one day to {tain with her blood. She had rendered herfelf 
ridiculous from. playing too often the actrefs, exhibiting her 
fon to the people, making him her fhield, treating him as a 

, | king 
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king. with a fort of gefture and movément borrowed front 
our tragedies, efpecially after fhe had furnifhed calumny 
with arms from her manners, her petulance, her nocturnal 
_courfes, aud that the people were accuftomed to regard the 
little prince as the fruit of her illicit amours. . Nothing was 
the fubject of converfation but her exceffes : they were ‘fuch, 
real or imaginary, that it was only at this epocha that they 
talked of a vice almoft unknown, which has no name in our 
language, and whofe fcandal, or: rather excefs-of herror, her 
example feemed to wipé aways 

Hiftory will tell what precipitated the punifhment of the 
Queen. Ido not know the details, but [ am perfuaded that 
the authors of the death of Louis the XVIth, having their 
own exifterice threatened, braved the menaces of their ene- 
mies, and were defirous af making them believe that they 
were not afraid.. Fear has played fo great a part in our 
revolution; its altar was fo large, that what was “only done 
to fhun an adverfary, to ftrike him with horror, was often 
attributed .to policy, ambition, and profound wiles.. What 
tends to prove this remark is, that the king’s fitter, who'had 
no other crime than that of her birth; to [peak the language 
of the times, was not fpared, and that it is impoflible to 
guefs at prefent what could have been the motives of fuch 
an execution. 

To brave crowned heads, to humble them, to render all 
¢econciliation impoffible, to attach the whole nation to the 
Revolution, by attaching it to its excefles, was the end of 
thofe who refolved to govern it; What faved the king’s 
daughter, idolized by her father, whom fhe faw go to the 
f{caffold, (while fhe was fora long time ignorant that her 
mother had undergone the fame fate), was lefs her youth 
than the confufed hope which Robefpierre had indulged 
of arriving, through her means, toarank which had then 
no name, but to which he and his party would foon have 
known how to have given one. The chimerical and the 
improbable were at: that time calculated on as ordimary and 
poffible things. 

The Dauphin of France, the title which formerly be- 
longed to the prefumptive heir of the crown, had received 
from the Conftituent National Affembly, which determined 
the lot of the throne, the title of Prince Royal. -He was 
prifoner 1 in the Temple 5 and there his mother, refuming a 

ol 
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old etiquette of the court, and rehearfing Suetonius, affect 
ed to: treat this child with all the refpect due to a monarch. 
He was confidered as Louis the XVIIth in his family at the 
prifon (poor human pride!) whilft the rebels in the Vendee 
proclaimed him by this title, and all their ats were made . 
in his name. This child was fix years and fome months 
old when the gates of the temple opened to receive him, and _ 
were fhut on him for ever. “he commune had given him 
for a governor, inftitutor, and precéptor, a cobler, named 
' Simon. All his care was to unlearn him from being a king, 
or to enact the king. He taught him to fwear, to curife his 
father, to call his mother a ——, to fing the Carmagnoie, © 
and cry Vivent les Sans-culottes! and what proved the progrefs 
of that new education,.was the part they made the child a. 
on his mother’s trial. Minutes were made of his declara- 
tions (monftrous proces-verbal—but what was there incon- 
ceivable at that time!) from which it appeared to refuit—I 
fhudder while [ trace thofe lines—that Marie Antoinette 
had attempted to draw from her fon thofe refources which 
‘libertinifm did not permit her to find in her prifon. At 
this terrible imputation, Marie Antoinette an{wered like an 
infulted mother in thefe words, full of noble dignity: “It 
“‘ is not fo; and I here invoke every mother prefent. Let 
sé them fay if that. be poflible;” and fhe was almoft fuffo- 
cated by grief. 

The child became as it were liftlefs, and died at the Teme 
ple, in confequence of a fcrophulous humour which ftifled 
him. He was not poifoned. Connedted intimately for 
five-and-thirty-years paft with the furgeon who opened the 
body, I atteft that he’is incapable of figning any other thing 
than the truth. 

The two brothers of Louis the XVIth would have put 
their heads under the national razor (to make ufe of a term 
which was given to the horrible inftrument of panifhment), 
but for their prudence and lucky efcape. Their niece was 
preferved only to ferve as an exchange to the deputies whom 
the bafe treafon of the infamous Dumourier had delivered 
to the enemy, and the head of Drouet in danger caufed that 
of the Auftrian Princefs to be relpected: no other name 
was given her. | 

The Queen loft, neither the eve nor the day of her punifh- 
ment, the pafhion and inftinct of a woman. She ironed her 
cap with care, drefled herfelf with the fame tafte, and with 

Vox. I. N a kind 
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a kind of fimplicity. She faid, in her flock bed, to the 
Gend’armes, who were feparated from her by a fereen, 
« Do you think that the people will let me go to the fcatfold 
<< without tearing me in pieces?” and the Gend’arme an- 
{wered, “« You will go, madam, to the fcaffold, without any 
“e harm happening to you.’ She had no carriage, but was 
dragged i in a cart.like the wife of Roland, but fhe had not 
her ftoicifm. The people faw her pafs with an indifference 
which bordered on contempt, and which her conduct had 
in{pired. When the came oppofite the Palais Royal, fhe 
could not fupprefs an emotion of indignation: it was from 
this palace that had iffued her dreadful reverfes. She fainted 
on the fcaffold : the fpeCtators were as tranquil as if 
it had been an ordinary victim. ‘There were neither infults, 
Nor outrage, nor tears, nor regrets. 

It is faid that a. Ruffian poet is making tragedies on_ all 
thofe dethroned perfonages; but three thoufand years muft 
elapfe, or a greater diftance of leagues, to render noble and 
pathetic that which near, and under our eyes, inipired only 
flight and tranfitory emotions. 

But the fparkling Count d’Artois, hair-brained young 
man, plunged in every fort of diffipation, whofe whole 
courfe of literature was the Pucelle of Voltaire, which he 
knew by heart, what does he fay, or think, of all thefe re- 
verfes? Did he fufpe@, when given up to every fort of 
pleafure, and believing that ‘royalty was inftituted only to 
favour his taftes, and pay for them, what, to ufe a trivial 
exprefiion, was his ftarf Does he remember the day when 
he made’ the tour of Paris on horfeback, to vifit the as 
through which the troops were to enter to fack the city? 
Has he forgotten the moment when the French guards 
feemed to wait only for the word of command to fire on the 
people, in order to ground their arms? So much was de 
efteemed and beloved! 

_ What has he done beyond the Rhine? . With ie glory 

“has he covered himfelf? What has he done for all this 
ante aC of which he is the worthy chief? What indem- 
nity will he offer to the emigrants? Was it after his plan 
that the greater part of a corps was fent to defirugtion, and 
to be thot at Quiberon? 3 

The principal caufe of the ruin of the court was ‘undoubt- 
edly that Count d’ Artois. His haughtinefs was difpleafing 
to everyone: he had introduced into France thofe Englifh 

. follies 
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follies which aeemorshea cur princes into fo many 
jockeys; his prodigalities encouraged thofe of the Queen 5 
their intimacies were the fubjeét of cenfure ; and their com~ 
-mon dilapidations made it be faid that the public treafure was 
given up to pillage. In fact, the revenues of the Count 


Wd’ Artois not being fufhicient. tor his. expences, the king had 


often paid his debts, which were continually renewing; and 
he left many millions unpaid at his departure. But it is to 
be obferved, that Monfieur, who was as ceconomical as his 
brother was prodigal, was in the habit of taking, in order 
to add to his own ftock, the equivalent of what M. d’Artois 
received to feed his creditors. 

The ‘old aunts of the king, as if infpired with the fpirit 
of divination, infifted fo much on leaving France, that at 
length they accomplifhed their purpofe. Arrefted at fome 
leagues from Paris, they found the means of getting forward. 


It is very, likely that the plan of decampment having been 


arranged for the whole of the royal family, they had only 
taken the firft ftep. They went to Rome, to vifit the Pope 
and Abbe Maury, the great inventor of emigration. But 
whilft I am writing, fee the French troops entering Rome 
at quick fteps, dur foldiers planting the three-coloured flag 
on the walls of the capitol, and faying to the fhades of Cato, 
Brutus, and Pompey, ‘Rejoice, your Kepublic is again reftored { 

Sufficient attention was not paid at the time to the death 
of Choifeul, wher he was going to be recalled to the minif- 
try, or rather to be the fole miniftér. This event deprived 


- the vampire caft of a jealous and fkilful prote€tor. He 


would have fupported the ariftocracy, and if the, nobles 
have dared to threaten our frontiers, unite themfelves. with 
Leopold and Francis the Second; arm themfelves againft 
the country with facrilegious fteel; raife troops: treat with 
foreign powers; give to’one of their accomplices the title of 
Regent of the kingdom; what would they not have done, 
having for king a Choifeul, who would have fubjected the 


snenatce to them ? 


We muft allow that Verfailles, which wanted to make 


_ the counterpoife, was become the fport of Paris; but ima- 


gination can {carcely figure to itfelf the ridiculous ‘gaiety, 
the turbulence, the intoxicated buffoonery of the Parifians 
going to court to fetch the baker, the baker’s wife, and ‘the 


baker’s little boy, which was the name given to the royal 


family. ‘Two hundred thoufand men on the road, laughing, 
N 2 , brawling, 
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brawling, dancing, hallooing, calling out, They are bringing 
wim, Every foldier holding under his arm a girl of the 
town, the haranguers feated on the cannon, others putting 
on their heads the-grenadiers’ caps, veflels of wine near 
powder barrels, green branches ftuck on the firelocks, 
fhouts, cries, clamours, the image of the ancient Saturnalia; 
nothing can paint this proceffion which accompanied the 
monarch. Never was King Log fo tumbled about in the | 
frog-pond, the nobles, hidden in the crowd, animated this 
tumult, and enjoyed the confufion of the chief whom they. 
hoped foon to replace. | 

It was the fame when he was brought back to Varennes : 
it feemed the inflitution of an annual feftival to make merry 
at the expence-of the court. The Parifian, according to his 
own expreflion, made a farce of thofe tumultuous days, in 
which extreme licence wore fuch:a character of originality 
and folly, that it would be difficult to give ita name. Any 
one would have fuppofed it a king of ftraw or wicker-work, 
which the mob was parading, inftead of a defcendant of 
Louis the XIVth. The fpell was entirely broken; and as. 
there was not the leaft fhadow of refpeét, it was nothing 
more than a pleafant day of riot amid{t the moft folemn. 
political events. ‘Terrible gaiety of the Parifians! more. 
dangerous than their fury. The mobbith familiarity which 
embraced the baker and the baker’s little boy, did more for 
the Revolution than the pikes, the fcythes, and bill-hooks. 
ftuck on the end of long fticks. Ariftotle has defined man. 
a laughing animal, but no one can imagine to what point he 
is, or may become fo, unlefs he has feen thofe facetious 
feenes, thofe burlefque conceptions, thofe fantaftic deli- 
riums, of extravagance, which announced a people fuddenly 
let loofe, and willing to make up in a day for the painful 
reitraint under which they had languifhed for fo many ages; 
and I may be credited in afferting, that:all the fpectators, 
as if they were aftonifhed at fome extraordinary novelty, 
partook of the tumultuous joy of the multitude. Was. 
Momus bufy then in fhaking his bells throughout this im- 
menfe city? At the theatre, the farce comes after the 
tragedy, but here the tragical fcenes were preceded by the 
farce. : i 
In this manner the fall of the royal family was brought 
about by a crowd of acceflory circumftances at prefent for- 

Be a ' gotten, 
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gotten,’ but which will teach the hiftorian that the greateft 
cataftrophes do not take place from a fingle blow. 

W hat an epocha refults from hence for future generations! 
our victorious arms have revived the Roman republics. ‘The 
King’s aunts, who had taken refuge at the Vatican as a 
fure, a tranquil afylum, are forced to fly; the coalition of 
kings is punifhed in the papal idol; it lofes its throne, which 
contrafted fo ludicroufly with that of the Cezefars; the old 
diftributor of crowns has no longer one for himfelf. This 
reverend juggler, to whom fuperftition and credulity offered 
incenfe, the mover of the troubles of the world, who di- 
vided at the fame time empires and families, author of fo 
many evils committed in the name of religion, alternately 
perfidious, cruel, cunning; the eternal enemy of increafing 
light, the impudent vender of indulgences, the Pope, fees 
his power diffolved by contempt. His cardinals are the 
firft to chant the hymn which celebrates Kome reftored_ to 
its ancient liberty. Rife from your tombs, ye great, who 
have formed the glory of the capitol. ‘TV hey are Frenchmen, 
who re-eftablifh your confuls, they regenerate the nations 
who with to be their friends, and in every place where 
humanity fhall require the deftru€tion of defpotic power, 
of that monftrous power which is injurious to the dignity | 
of man. Every where he will find armies of French Citi+ 
zens, who, proud of this title, will be anxious to aid him ta 
found or rebuild the altars of liberty. ‘The fate of the- 
Court of Rome will be that of all defpotic courts; and the 
foldiers of other nations, when the moment for abandoning 
the proud defpots who reign by their crimes, fhall. ALTiVes 
will act the part of the Pope’s foldiers. 


- 


CHAP. LXXXVIII. | | 
BALLS A LA VICTIME. 


TWENTY-THREE theatres, eighteen hundred balls opened 
every day: this is what compofes the evening’s amufement. 
Here lighted luftres reflect their fplendour on beauties 
drefled 4 /a Cleopatre, a la Diane, ala Pfyche ; there, a {fmoky 
eve lamp 
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aap fheds its oily beams on a troop of wafherwomen, who 
dance in wooden fhoes, with their mufcadins, to the noife 
of fome forry feraper. I know not whether the firft of 
thefe dancers have any great affection for the republican 
forms of the Grecian governments, but they have modelled: 
the form of their drefs after that of Afpafia; bare arms, 
naked-breafts, feet fhod with fandals, hair turned in trefles 
around their heads by modifh hair-dreffers, who ftudy the 
antique bufts. Guefs where are the pockets of thefe dan- 
cers? They have none; they ftick their fan in their belt, 
and lodge in their bofom a flight purfe of morocco leather, 
in which area few {pare guineas. As to the ignoble hand- 
kerchief, it is in the pocket of fome courtier, to whom they 
addrefs themfelves in cafe of need. 
The thift has long fince been banifhed, as it feemed only 
to {poil the contours of nature; and bendes, it was an in- 
convenient part of drefs, and the flefh-coloured, knit-work, © 
filk ftays, which ftuck clofe to the body, did not leave the 
beholder to divine, but perceive every fecret charm. This 
is what was called being drefled @ la faivvage, and the 
women drefied in this manner during a rigorous winter, in 
{pite of froft and fnow. 
And while an hundred tables offer trees bending under 

fruit‘of every feafon, fruits in ice, while fountains pour in 
abundance orgeat, lemonade, liqueurs, the poor ftock-holder 
fells by piece-meal firft his ornamental pieces of furniture, 
and afterwards the piece moft in ule. 

Who would fuppofe, in feeing thefe brilliant rooms, and 
thefe women with naked feet, and whofe toes are all adorned 
with diamonds, that we have but juft efcaped from the’ 
reign of terror? So many thoufands of men who have 
falen under it leave no traces;-and even regrets for the old . 
regime, if they are ever heard, are become fo hackneyed, 
and ariftocraciim is defcended © low, that no one carries 
any longer thefe fans dexteroufly ftrewed with flowers-de- 
luce, nor thefe myfterious fnuff and comfit boxes, which, 
by a fecret fpring, difcovered the profcribed infignia of roy- 
ait. Vhe balls a la vittime, which I ought not to pafs by 
without mentioning, are no longer talked of but as a frolick- 
fome alae ent. 

_ Will -pofterity believe, that perfons, whofe relations had 
pe tifhed on the feaifold, had inflicuted not days of folemn, 
affliction, and.common commemoration, in which, clothed 
. ; Ww 
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in mourning, they fhould have manifefted their grief for 
loffles fo recent and fo cruel, but days of dancing, where 
nothing was feen but the valle. and j joyous eating and drink- 
ing? To-be admitted to the feaft, it was neceflary to ex- 
hibit a certificate, ating that the candidate had loft a father, 
a mother, a hufband, a wife, a brother, a fitter, by the guile 
lotine. The death af collateral relations did ‘not give the 
right of admifon to this amufement. Was it Holbein’s . 
Dance of Death which infpired fuch an idea? And why, 
amidit the noife of violins, did we not fee a dance of heads 
lefs fpeG@tres? 

Vain efforts of ariftocracy to form new cabals ! Every 
thing which bears the ftamp of fanaticif{m, or of extravagant 
in{titutions, vanifh as quickly away, 3 


CHAP. LXXXIX. 


RAGATELLE. 


THis name reminds us of the country-feat of the Count. 
d’Artois, who had taken refuge at Edinburgh, in an old and 
gothic palace; but fo far convenient, as it is an afylum 
againft imprifonment for debts; and the ci-devant prince 

confines himfelf there, to avoid the purfuit of his creditors. 

It is a fort of fpeculation to rent a houfe which recals. 
royal ideas; there they make illuminations, let off fky- 
rockets and other fireworks, while the explofion of bombs, 
the crufh of enchanted palaces, form the image of the fall 
of the great, who, in the fame place, were furrounded with 
every pleafure, but with which they never indulged the 

public. 

The Elyfee Bourbon, 1s, alfe the fcene of thefe ilumina- 
tions and fireworks ; and*for three livres you purchafe the 
privilege of treading, with the multitude, thofe magnificent 
gardens, which were never entered but when vilited by the. 
friends or flatterers of the prince. 

This is not a little regale for the enemy of the old regime, 
for the ftern, republican, and even for the philofopher, who 

remémbers. 
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remembers the infolent pride of thefe princes, and: their 
contempt for merit and virtue. | 

Bagatelle recals a crowd of ideas, which are not to the 
glory of its ancient poffeffor; but as he had the power at 
that time of difpofing of benefices, he was fung by the 
Abbé De Lille, the parodift of Virgil; who alfo made verfes 
to repay the favours he had obtained, or thofe he folicited. 
Poets, muficians, venders of found ane {moke ! no, you 
do not beftow immortality; you fometimes only confecrate 
a fhameful celebrity. The interefted mufe of the Abbe 
De Lille has made the Count d’Artois ftill more dwarfith 
than he was, although the Abbe De Lille calls him his 
mafter, and almoft a fecond Auguitus. — 


ATRL SEE VLE 
eget 


CHAP. XC, 
ASSIGNATS. 


Amipsr fo many extraordinary things, paper money un- 
doubtedly holds the firft rank. it was created by neceflity, 
as we throw a wooden bridge over a foaming flood; and 
as we muft pals over the trembling bridge, we pafs with 
our eyes fhut. 

here never was a more bold conception ; it was fol- 

vod. by that law, not lefs aftonifhing, which fixed the 
sice of commodities, and merchandize. The maximum 
“hes nea the affignats, and gave them life and motion. 
The moft rapid circulation was eftablifhed; it was already | 
calculated, that there was twice too many aflignats in circu- 
lation, | but the affignats flill kept up; to. kill the paper 
money, it was neceflary, if I may ufe the exprefhon, to with 
to killit, and even to kill it with heartfelt pleafure; an emif- 
fion, fill more extravagant, was neceflary to give it a mortal 
wound. But it preferved its vital, Vivacious character, 
even in the agony of death. 

The affignat made as many traders as there were men; 
no article of trade was ftagnant ; every object had its value; 
the ups and downs performed the fame operation in the 
! body 


{ 
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body politic, as the motion of the ny role, and ‘the diaftole, 
in the human body. 

_ And to follow up my firft comparifon; in default of a 
bridge of ftone, the ‘bridge of wood, though menacing 
ruin, ferved as a paflage for us over fie aby{fs opened to 
{wallow us up. 

Singular and aftontthing experiment! We make every 
thing of men, when we know how to command; let us re- 
colleét, that this fign was neceflary at the time, that it has 
courounded all timid reafoningss that it has done wonders, 
that it has created the means, multiplied the refources, fuf- 
tained the armies, and led them a thoufand times to victory ; 
it has made the Revolution; gained liberty, founded the 
republic, and would ftill have lived, if the moft deplorable 
folly had not ftupidly modified this vigorous creation, The 
mandat was the operation of a quack, who wanted to teach 
how to hide a ball; the mandat deftroyed that magic which 
prefides over every government, the thing in the world intg 
which the moft of what we call magic enters, to diftinguifh 
a multitude of effets whofe caufe is fecret, and invilible ; : 
the caufe once known, every thing crumbles away, | 

I confider the annihilation of the affignat as a moft dif- 
honourable fault in the Convention, and the moft contrary 
to that bold, and fometimes daring fyftem, which prepared 
fo many triumphs. An everlafting contempt ought to be 
annexed to that Committee of Finances, which broke the 
charm, and ftupidly fubftituted one paper for another; this 
was ordering irreparable evils, and it is moft aftonifhing 
that the‘nation refifted this terrible back-ftroke, and that 
the fudden paflage from paper money was rot marked by 
any other calamities than the ruin of a few individuals. 

The affignat was a tax which would have been refufed to 
government, and the moft extenfive tax imaginable, paid 
without conftraint, without obftacle ; ; it ordered facrifices, 
which are become, if I may ufe the expreffion, voluntary; fo 
much were we comforted, fo much do we comfort ourielves 
at the moment I write, for thofe recent loffes, . 

We are come to a better order of things, thofe who have 
gained laugh at thofe who have loft; and after the drawing 
of this great lottery, I think I percieve that we fhould not 
be forry to fee it drawn anew. But blows fo extraordinary 
are not ftruck twice at the fame moment. We muft take 
time for the mind to cool after thofe days of folly, force, 

ulufion, 
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‘ { 
illufion, and greatnefs; and to produce the fame effects, 
we fhould find again the fecret of terror which reigned at 
that time. In politics, each day has its phyfiognomy, we 
do not proceed, we cannot proceed, but in keeping pace with 
events, and as events never pay refemble each other, 
the operations of government ought alfo to be a8 different, 
as multiplied, as the events themfelves. This is what 
reduces the {cene of politics to ftrokes more or lefs daring, 
when flruck 2 propos. 

I am far from thinking that forms of government are 
very indifferent. Without doubt there are fome* more 
analogous than others to the manners, the habicudes of a 
nation; there are fome more favourable to the difpla 
of the human faculties ; there are fome more fitted to affix 
durability on inftitutions, permanence on laws, -aCtion on 
the executive power, folidity an the whole, But in fine, 
a government is fufceptible of an infinity of modifications, 
and ought to obey the irrefiftible courfe of events: the 
ailignat has proved this; and we fhall fee the affignat here- 
after in another form when neceflity fhall require it. 
Paper money has created in every {tage a {pirit of {pecula~ 
tion, which had its comic fide. Ex-nuns trafficked in light- 
haired perriwigs; fuch a one fold men’s fhoes, a green- 
woman made twenty thoufand livres a day, with which the 
garnithed her porte-feuille ; imagination was loft in regions: 
of imaginary riches, every man metamorphofed into a 
trader, {poke only of millions, and the moft trivial purchafe 
had the air of animportant tranfaftion. Jobbers of every 
kind paraded their famples from houfe to houfe, with the 
dignified firut of a capiralift, offering you candles and 
meck handkerchiefs. But what was remarkable was, that 
the man of underftanding kept his affignats, whilft the fool 
. &ifpofed of his; the fool combined better ; lefs enthufiaftic 
‘at the fictitious augmentation of his riches, he laid them 
out in merchandize, which he accumulated, knowing that 
it would always have its price. 

Thofe induftrious traders, thofe dexterous female {pecu- 
Intors, tormented by the defire of gaining, and gliding 
shemfelves every where, formed a wide contraft with thofe 
unfcrtunate females, who heretofore enjoying all the {fweets 
which rank or fortune could procure, were reduced to live 
by the labour of their hands. A marchionefs became 4 
es 28 countefs boafted of her talents for Penne eee 

, others 
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others reduced to mendicity, difguifed their humiliating’ 
fituation, by offering you the refource of their pencils, 
their brufhes, their piano-forte 3 poor talents! which they 
had acquired only as the finifhing of a perfect education. 
But how remote were they either from the drawing-room, 
_ or the brilliant doudorr, where thofe talents received their 
due offerings of incenfe! Flatterers were no longer there ; 
the enriched man, who paid, made them feel feverely the 
imperfection of the portrait, or piece of mufic ; and after 
having ‘fo long received the homage of flattery, they heard. 
the rude exprefhons of truth. Some diflembled their 
pain ; others waited till they returned back to their gar- 
ret, to moiften with their tears the cruft which they had 
obtained. : 

A volume would fcarcely fuffice to detail the contrafts 
which the Revolution has produced, but what we faw 
during the reign of paper money, was at the fame time the 
moft ftrange, and moft. melancholy. The following is a 
well-known fat. An emigrant orders from an engraver in 
London a plate of falfe'affignats. Whilft it was engraving, 
the afgnats were fuppreffed in France; he refufes to pay for’ 
the plate, the engraver brings an action againft him. ‘The 
' judge admits, at firft, that the counterfeiting our affignats. 
‘was a thing of natural right, fince Wolf had even decided, 
that a poifoned arrow might be made ufe of to deftroy an. 
enemy. In fhort, the emigrant was condemned to pay the. 
engraver, | 


CHAP. XCI. 


CI-DEVANT ACADEMICIANS. 


Tuey marched almoft under the ftandard of Voltaire s: 
' they repeated his phrafes, as if they were thofe of an oracles 
it was who fhould declaim againft the Chriftian religion.. 
All their letters concluded, like thofe of their unbelieving 
mafter, by this catch-word; écraé/ez Tinfaime. D?’Alembert 
was overjoyed, when in fome crooked twifted alae 

ae 
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had thrown out a few arcahns again{t priefts, and worfhipe 
Narmontel was almoft another Calvin for fome chapters of 


his Belifarius. All the Academicians, in fhort, attacked 


under covert both the clergy and the altar, and even the 


court, ailexcept the Grands Seigneurs, who invited them to 
dinner. 

‘There were no fulfome praifes which were not lavifhed 
on the Duke of Nivernois, for his miferable little sae 
which he drew out with difcretion one year after another 
they called his porte-feusllé a vafe of precious incenfe, ehcy 
was to be burnt only on high days,-and at diftant intervals. 
Never was meannefs inherent in talent more exemplified than 
in this company, compofed of intrepid flatterers, and impu- 
dent detra€tors, according to perfons, time, and place.— 
‘They were a hundred thoufand paces from genius, inven- - 
tion, and eloquence; and with their verfes and their acade- 

miical difeourfes, they would have made us fall back into 
infancy, if fome vigorous fatyrical.ftrokes had not feourged 
their fhamelefs vanity, and refifted their abfurd pretenfions. 
‘here was not amongft them a fingle name which paffed the - 
ftature of mediocrity, or the ordinary ftature. ‘They fell, 
(to ufe a proverbial expreflion), like capuchins of cards, 
without any perfon giving them the leaft attention, and I 
yielded to the profound convi€tion of their abfolute nullity, 
and of the danger which they did to true talents, by 
giving my voice in the Committee of Public Inftruction, 
for their {peedy diffolution. That hour marked the fetting © 


of pedantry, and the dawn of literary liberty. 


v 


After the Revolution, thofe fame men, who had been con- 
tinually whetting timid epigrams againit the tiara, the mitre, 


‘the band, and furplice, took it into their heads to talk to us 


of the religion of our fathers, pupils of Voltaire, their lips, 
familiarifed with his blafphemies, {poke of holy things, and 
thought they could transform the tribune into an evarigeli- 
cal pulpit. At this incredible diflonance every one laughed; 
and confidered it not as hypocrify,. but impertinence, acade- 
mical pride badly fubdued ; an effe& of that abfurd arro- 
garice, which had its fouree at the Louvre, fince it was 
imagined that what emanated from thence had more force, 
an a greater weight, than what was faid elfewhere. 
The ci-devant academicians ‘never ceafed repeating, that 
the ruin of the French academy was the univerfal eclipfe ! 


: Their 
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Their laughable folly had not however fufficient charac co 
to give more than one day’s amufement to a rational perfon, 
What is then that miferable f{piric which animates three- 
fourths of men of letters, that lives on trifles, feeds on things 
entirely ufelefs, difputes about nothings, weighs the legs of 
flies, is a ftranger to every thing lofty, great, or neu 
There are men with whom I would with that no one ever 
had difputed, and whom no one fhould anfwer, fo modified 
are they for error and folly. A ci-devant academician is 
affuredly of this number, and I apply it both to the French 
Academy, and the Academy of the Belles Lettres. 

‘The academicians of the Academy of Sciences have re- 
mained the fame, always ufeful, always dear to the country, 
always honoured in the public opinion. When they faw 
they were falling, they made ufe of addrefs, they ftuck to 
the firmament, and under pretence of meafuring the arch of 
the meridian for the perfection of weights and meafures, 
they preferved their penfions and falaries: and placed a great 
importance in the confection of the Metre, Kilometre, &e. 
I believe, in my foul and con{cience, that there is fome 
quackefy in allthis; that the bafis is neceflarily faulty, that 
we ae not go fo far in fearch of what might be Foul fo 
near. I think that the folly of this vaft and expeniive ope- 
ration will be difcovered, and avowed. I think that it will- 
be long, difficult, painful, perhaps dangerous, to caufe all. 
thofe new meafures to be adopted. I am afraid that the 
mathematicians, who: have not yet troubled the world, will 
trouble it at laft, and that their turn will come. Bue ZEO=, 
metry has rendered fuch great fervices, that we may pardon 
geometricians that epidglerie, which was not without its va- 
lue to them; provided, neverthelefs, that they do not take it 
ill, that we eee an ell of riband after our old mode, 
and every one as he likes. 

It appears to me, that the Citizen Panéton has told them 
fome very juit and very reafonable things; and I think that 
the government, taking a wife cavan, fhould not make a 
political dogma, or a coercive law of a geometrical hobby- 
horie, which would be acting, not reafoning, geometrically. 


CHAP. _ 
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CHAP. XCU. 
THE DISASTROUS DAY. | 


“Wuere fall we find tears, grief, or repentance enough 
to mark the mourning for the 31{l of May? Let it be deep, 
ler’ it be univerial, may its authors be devoted to public 
execration ! 

Till that day the Convention, which founded the repub- 
lic, the fpirit of the Convention was excellent, till that day. 
the Anarchifts had been refifted, repreffed, enchained.— 
Every thing went on in the fenfe if, the republic; its genius 
prefided over every great enterprize. Its laws were good, 
the armies were good and was it not at the moment of the 
eftablifhment, and of the danger of the republic, that the 
Convention, ftill. preferving in its affenblies all the writers, 
all the perfonages, who had diftinguifhed themfelves by 
writings ufeful to morality and to liberty, created fourteen 
armies to defend-France on every point, to‘attack, ¢o beat 
the enemy on every point? The Convention in that moment 
important for mankind, excited the enthufiafm of the nation, 
when it raifed itfelf in mafs at the voice of thofe eloquent 
orators and patriotic writers. - But it was on the day after 
‘the 3rft that it loft its cour age, the wifdom of its delibera- 
tions: and, opprefied, degraded, and vanquithed by a band 
of ruffians, we faw it difmember itfelf, in order to deliver 

ovet to profcription, to prifons, and the fcaffold, its moft 
generous,and pureft members, and who were mot fitted to 
pronounce the word liberty. 

From that time a bloody crape covered all its operations : 
it was widowed by great men. It refumed its force and. 
energy only on, the triumph of Vendemiaire, when it was ne- 
ceflary to conquer for the eftablifhment of the conftitution. 

And who made this wife conftitution? Principally the de- 
puties who were imbued with the fpirit of the Revolution 
from its origin, and, of the Convention, when it was feated 
onaconflitutional bafis; thofe who fought in the breach on 
\the 31i of May, and whom Providence has preferved; who, 
thewing g the marks of their fetters, have maintained the dig- 
nity, fiber ee and glory; ‘of the nation in giving to the Con- | 


fitution of the T hird Year that fimple ad vigorous form 
which 
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which shsriiies the thought of man, of civilized man, and 
makes him thank the Supreme Being for the new exiftence : 
which he has received under its aulpices. 

Martyrs of the 31ft of May! Your names will be sapere 
by the moft diftant pofterity. Thofe who were called your 
accomplices are-the founders of the republic; they lift up 
to heaven hands that are pure; and, after having conceived 
and realized every great and ufeful idea which ought to 
change and ameliorate the lot of man,,and which humanity 
claimed. Strangers, during their exile or their captivity, to 
all the extravagances, all the cruelties, all the barbarous fol- 
lies committed when their voice was ftifled, they combine 
the day of their re-entry with that of their departure, and 
_ they have the right to fay,—All that interval is mire and 
blood,—ali this fpace of darknefs and crimes belongs not to 
us. And ye, who dare call yourfelves republicans, and who 
have feen fix thoufand heads lopped off without {peaking a 
fingle word, and without having loft one quarter of an hour’s 
fleep ; thew, fhew us the print of the chains of the 31 of 
May! No, they only who wore them can like to cali them- 
felves' innocent. 

This is the point of view which ye would wifh to conceal, 

. and which the impartial hiftorian will feize, in order to paint” 
that difaftrous day to which we may apply that line of Ra- 
cine: Comment en un plomb vil, Por pur eft-il change? | 

When I fpeak of the 31ft of May, I join with it the fol- 
lowing days. Undoubtedly the Parifian people in infurrec- 
tion were not ina fituation to judge what was palling; but. 
this formidable mafs joined in the. fame idea, which was, to 
make the Convention obedient to the chiefs of the.mob, who 
changed their names, but who had their views either in 
hatred, or in the miferable ambition of pofleiing fome {trips 
of power, in order to give themfelves up with impunity to 
robbery and plunder. 

_ It is remarkable with what facility and what difpatch dhe 
armed this immenfe population. It is in thefe hurricanes of 
a factious and unexperienced multitude that the. factious 
have fucceflively founded their empire. The, Henriots, the. 
Ronfins, &c. have had on certain days as many and more 
foldiers than either Alexander or Czefar. Whole battalions 
iffued from a fingle ftreet; and this people, fo long time. 
peaceable, became at once Wanike. and fhewed_ themfelves 

AO 
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ho longer but in arms. This leading difpofition, ‘ fhort, , 
tended continually in forming themfelves into militia. ° 

The cannon of Vendemiaire has correted this inclination 
of the Parifians towards partial infurre@tions.. They ‘have 
refleGed, that they were the dupes or the victims of certain 
leaders, who, after having precipitated them into danger, 
abandoned them with a cowardice truly academical. ‘From 
that day the Parifians are a little deaf to the cunning or per- 
fidious voice which would perfuade them to rife in. mfurrec- 
tion; and there is every appearance, that if the government 
be a little firm, they. will not expofe themfelves to carry the 
firelock and pike into political difcuflions, and that they will 
no longer mingle with the fe&tion-orators, and with to govern 
the governors. 

The: Anarchifts, the Antonelles, Hite Robert Lindets, 

will call them poltroons, but they wili be wife enough ‘to 
liten no longer to the enemies of their repofe and their 
happinefs. 
I return always to my favourite éxpreflion, Paris is Be 
Guingette of Europe; but if you fight at the guingette, no 
one will go to amufe himfelf, and all the artifts and artizans 
of pleafure, of fhows, and good cheer, will Dé ruined.. , 

Alas! if the good Parifians had believed me in Vende- 
thiaire! This is the placard which I addreffed to them ele- 
ven days before the cannonade which royalifm braved, and 
by which it was diffolved i in \ thir ty minutes. 


MERCIER, 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE, 
TO THE PARISIANS. 


¢ O Parisrans! Permit a man, born within your walls, 
aes who loves you, to addrefs to you a few fraternal 

countels. 
«I have been reprefented as your enemy, while I was 
afflicted at your conduct, wept over your errors, and lament- 
ing the evils which you are preparing for yourfelves. I have 
{50 ken to ae ftern truths, for I have for a long time accul- 
romed mylelf to difguife nothing. Icombatted defpotitm in 
the day of its triumph, i in thofe da ys in wnich the courageous 
man 
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fnan could expect, or received for his devotednefs nothing 
"but baftilles, exile, or death. I fhall not be accufed of having 
flattered the great, of having neglected the interefts of the 
weak or oppreffled. If calumny or petulance continue ‘to 
direét againft me new perfecutioris, they fhall not at leaf 
take from me that tranquillity which is infpired by a good 
confcience; if my countrymen mifled, do injuftice to my 
intentions, if they fuffer me to be infalted, and anew calum- 
niated, I fhall confole myfelf bythe idea of thefuture, in which 
- the man who has performed his duties will find a compenfa- 
tion for his labours, and reap the reward of his facrifices. I 
have endeavoured to enlighten you with refpet to your 
errors, with refpect to the project of thofe factious men 
whom you liften to with too much complacency, and who 
lead you aftray. I have fpoken an auftere language, to 
which you are not yet accuftomed: The flatterers of kings 
make tyrants of them; the flatterers of the people draw 
them on to the brink af the abyfs, into which they always 
puth them headlong. Robefpierre flattered you: and reflect 
_at prefent into what degradation he plunged you: ‘The Ja- 
cobins flattered you, they talked to you continually of your 
fupremacy, of your virtues, while they endeavoured to aflo- 
ciate you with their crimes. Robefpierre is fallen, the Ja=. 
cobins exift no longer, but new men are rifing againft you, 
and alike are con{piring your ruin; Who are the men who 
are continually agitating themfelves within your walls, who 
are {caling the triburies of your aflemblies? Hirelings of fo« 
reigners, old valets of kings, vile ftock-jobbers, who are en- 
deavouring to prolong diforders, that they might be ena= 
bled to continue their pillage with impunity, A few ex- | 
academicians, vain and futile men, for ever employed about 
their own private intereft, abounding in captious phrafes, 
and barren in open and loyal acts: after having been de- 
ceived, fo often mifled, will you fuffer yourfelves to be ftill 
deceived ? Unfortunate Parifians! never can we wonder 
enough at your ftupid credulity! O unhappy Parifians! 
Can we help lamenting your fate? Thofe who dominated 
oyer you lait a appeared to with for the deftruction of all 
thrones, in order to confolidate their own tyranny: Thofe 
‘who miflead you at prefent are the friends, the defenders of 
kings; they are endeavouring to raife up that throne which 
your hands have thrown down in thofe days of glory which 
you now feem anxide is to have forgotten. 

Vole te O | && But 


194 — NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


__ & But have you reflected fericufly on the horrible jot. 
which is prepared for you, if they thould fucceed ? Reflect, 
that alltyrants have a common caufe to maintain ; that they 
form in fome fort a feparate fa mily, hoftile to the great family 
of mankind, Louis the XVIith or XVIIUIth will never par- 
don you for having invefted the palace of Louis the XVIth 
for having fuffered him to be led to the feaffold. You 
‘would foon fee your walls inundated with foreign phalanxes, 
who would divide your {poils, and bathe themfelves in your 
blood. If, as we hope, the projects of your enemies and 
"our own are not effectuated, would your deftiny be ame- 
liorated, if by your divifions, by your attempts againft the 

mandatories of the people, you put at a diftance the return 

of that peace after which the whole of France is afpiring ? 
What! have yownot to fear the juft refentment of the de- 
partments? Liften to thofe encgetic addrefles which the - 
Convention is every day receiving, they no longer treat you 
- as the brave Parifians, the defenders, the fupporters of pub= 
lic liberty. There were certain days when you have de- 
{erved thofe titles, but thofe glorious days are paft. They 
confider you as nothing more than turbulent revolters, tu- 
multuous madmen, vile flaves who are looking fora mafter. 
You flatter ‘yourfelves, perhaps, that your anarchical excefles 

‘may remain unpunifhed. The 31{t of May undoubtedly 
ought to have put the whole of France in infurrection, re- 
publican phalanxes ought to have poured in from the north 
and the fouth to defend thofe generous men whom ye aban- 

doned, or whom ye aided to opprefs. ‘They did net do-it, 

but let not their paft inaction be any fecurity to you for the 
future; the timés are changed, misfortunes and forrowful 

leffons of experience enlighten men. ‘The inhabitants of 
the departments have perceived the error which they com- 
mitted in fuffering their moft zealous defenders to be facri- 

_ ficed; that error they have cruelly expiated: They will no 
longer expofe themfelves by a cowardly complaifance to new 
misfortunes. Befides, in 1793, public opinion was palfied, 
tyranny had diffeminated through every canton its numerous 
emiflaries, terror had ftifled the voice of the virtuous man, 
crime alone was liftened to. At prefent the friends of .li- 
 berty may lift up majeitically their heads. By enlightening 
their fellow-citizens, they have no longer to fear either pro- 
{cription or death. Liberty of opinion exifts, it exifts even 

fer impudent liars, for wretches who are abufing you; and 

if 
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if the departments league againft you, or abandon you to 
yourfelves, what will be your fituation? RefleG, that it is 
not within your walls that thofe harvefts grow which feed 
you, that produce which keeps alive your induftry. Reflea, 
that it is not on the banks of the Seine that thofe veffels ane 
chor which waft to Europe the riches of the reft of the 
world. Refleét, that you have need of the afliftance of the 
inhabitants of the other cantons of France, and that they 
‘have no need of you. | a 3 
_ © You want tranquillity and peace, to recal amidft you 
induftry, the arts, the fctences, which our favage Vandals 
have banifhed. Can your city recover its former fplendor? 
What do I fay? She may acquire.a {fplendor much more 
folid and honourable. Formerly you were indebted for the 
magnificence which fhone within your walls to the vices of 
the great, the corruption of the court, and the mifery of the 
provinces; all the oppreffors of the people came to confume. 
amidit you the fruits of their rapine, and their extortions. 
Palaces were erected at the expence of cottages. -~ Liberty, 
on the contrary, will create comforts at which you will not 
have to blufh, and for which you will meet with no re- 
proaches. The departments will contribute to your profpe- 
rity, and you will labour for theirs. That river which -tra~ 
verfes your abode may, by labour, great indeed, but poflible, 
and even eafy in a free flate, receive fome day thofe fiately 
- veflels which plough the ocean. You will fee, as by en- 
chantment, the colours of different nations unfurled before 
your eyes. This fight will undoubtedly far outweigh that 
which heretofore was prefented to you by the pompous cars 
of diffolute courtiers, which threatened to crufh the multi- 
tude. Your city will become the centre of the moft ex- 
tenfive commerce, and the moft aCtive induftry. But thefe 
creations can only take place in the bofom of peace. 
_ * Put an end, then, to your diffentions; confound the 
hope of guilty men, who are mifleading you. Reflect on 
- the misfortunes which you are preparing for your children, 
for your wives, for yourfelves. Diftinguifh your enemies, 
fpurn them from you; but difcern your friends, and unite 
yourfelves to your brethren. Liften to the counfels which 
a wile man of the eaft gave to his fellow-citizens. ‘T'wo 
parties were on the point of coming to arms; he turned his 
eyes towards the mifled crowd, whofe moft facred interefts 
and deareft affections were blinded, like yours, by unhappy 
QO 2 . paflion. 
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pafficn.. He fees on ‘both fides fons, brothers, relations, ind | 
friends, and he fees them neverthelefs ready to tear each 
other in. pieces. He is feized with pity and compunétiony 
end in his grief exprefles himfelf in thefe terms: «« Oh, 
& Brama! at the fight of thy children thus arrayed, aid 
“* waiting for the fight, my hmbs have no longer any force, 
& my countenanee grows pale, my hair ftands ere&t on my 
‘« body, and my whole frame fhudders with horror. O my 
«s fellow-citizens ! you who are under the fame iky, who 
sé bréathe the fame air, who bathe yourfelves every day in 
« the falutary waters of the Ganges, who offer to Brama 
«‘ the fame prefents and the fame facrifices, what demon 
_& Jeads you aftray: what fruit do you expec to reap from 
‘€ horrible difcord, from frightful civil war? When you 
‘¢ fhall fee your brethren, your children facrificed, where 
‘s will you find happinefs? Is it on the tomb of thofe who 
é« are deareft to you, that you will tafte the pleafures, the 
«¢ enjoyments of life? Alas! you will experience. how 
‘s unhappy are thofe who have loft, and who have loft 
& through their own fault, thofe who could foften their 
66 misfortunes, and embellith their profperity—you will 
‘© experience what remorfe thofe have to feel- who are 
«¢ inftrumental in difmembering their country.” The 
wife Indian did not fpeak in vain: his fellow-citizens per- 
_ceived their error, their arms fell from their hands; the 
two parties mingled together, and they drove from ‘amidft 
them the peendious men whe had towed the feeds of dif 
affeétion. 

« How happy fhould I efteern myfelf, if my exhortations 
could produce the fame effet, if I could overturn the pro-. 
jets of your enemies, and render their exertions powerletfs! 
Have but one mind with the brethren of the departments ; 
have confidence in thofe who are endeavouring to put an end 
to your misfortunes; rally yourfelves around your legiflators. 
protect their deliberations, eaufe their deerees to be refpect- 
ed; let them, in fhort, find peace, confidence, and fecurliy 
amongft you. Drive from their remembrance thofe difai- 
trous days, thofe days of fhame, in which, under your eyes, 
they dragged a crowd of victims to the feaffold: Sixty ruf- 
fans covered France with blood and mourning ; five hun- 
dred thoufand men within thofe walls were witnefles of 
their crimes, and had not the courage to refift them. Re-. 
member that epocha, in which folemn federation aflembled 

within 
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Ww ithin your walls, Frenchmen from every part of the em- 
pire. In approaching your gates, no cruel recollection rent, 
‘their hearts, they felt nothing but the enthufiafm of liberty, 
and the j joy of uniting themfelves to thofe whom they confi- 
dered as its. founders. To-day they have fathers, brothers, 
friends, to weep over, and thofe objeéts fo dear have perifhed 
under your eyes. Haften, then, to expiate your. faults and 
your errors; be to France what you were inthe firft days 
of the Revolution. 

_ & Do not difdain the advice of a man who withes only 
‘your happinefs, who would not wifh to have reproaches ta 
make you, but who, forced ‘at prefent to exprefs ftrong 
‘truths to you, comforts himfelf with the hope of having 
foon the pleafure of rejoicing ac his efforts. I faw, without 
terror, the dungeons into which the rage of’ your tyrants 
plunged me; but I cannot fee without a fentiment not 
leis painful, without a fentiment of terror, the abyfs 
which is dug under your feet. Let peace and con- 
cord re-eftablith themfelves amongft you. The Royalift 
“will tremble at their approach, and will be forced to fly 
“or hide himfelf. On the contrary, if your divifions cor- 
tinue, Republicans will remove from among you, and your 
_city will offer nothing but the fad {pectacle of mileryy 
difcord, and anarchy. 

<¢ Parifians ! the government approaches. This the 

enemies of the country would wifh to prevent, as well as 
the happy days of peace. Clofe your fections, put an end 
to the inexhauftible chattering of your, little ambitious 
leaders, who are looking only for places: delirium and 
frenzy compofe the elements of their dangerous difcouries, 
Submit to decrees matured, meditated, and whofe wifdom 
will be admired by pofterity. Obey the laws, abandon 
your mifleaders, and let Europe no longer fay of you, that 
you with for no kind of government; that after having 
overturned the monarchy, you with alfo to deftroy the. 
ee take from all our enemies the joy they would - 

lave in faying, with fome reafon, that you de light only i in 
the frantic agitations of demagogy.” 


C 
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CHAP. XCIII. 
THE HEAD-LOPPER. 


_ I wave feen this monfter: he was a long time a flave at 
Morocco, whofe fovereign reckons in the number of -his 
amufements that of cutting off five or fix heads every 
- morning before breakfaft.. It was there that he accuftomed 
himfelf, from compulfion, to the horrible trade which he 
profeffed afterwards from tafte at Paris. | 
_Itis faid, that at Verfailles, this ferocious man, to hinder 
the rain from wafhing off the blood which difcoloured his 
beard (which he wore along time), kept it theltered under 
his riding-coat. He faid, returning to Paris on the night of 
the 6th of October, 1789, “ It was worth while to make 
“<< me go down there for two heads !” | 
He boafted of having torn out the heart of Foulon and 
Berthier ; and pretending to have done an act of patriotifm, 
he wanted to demand a civic medal from the National 
Affembly. | > 
_ How then is it that we have fubmitted to thofe procon- 
. fuls who have thus mowed down the human race? “What 
is this legion of executioners which has inundated France 
-with blood? We muft indeed love man well to love him 
fill. hefe wretches proftrated themfelves before the buft 
of Marat, and admired the gigantomacy of Collot;.they 
meet in every city, in every town, with an animal bolt, that 
is to fay, with jail-keepers, {caffold-carpentérs, and fatelli. 
tes, as many as they could have wifhed. If the French na- 
tion had not been plunged into a lethargic fleep (excepting 
our brave foldiers) how fhould we have found fuch an ex- 
cefs of cowardice and apathy ; but our foldiers were occu- 
pied in thundering on the Auftrians, and clearing the ter- 
ritory of France. ; . 
‘Thofe head-loppers iffued from the revolutionary com-- 

mittees, from the revolutionary tribunals, from the revo- 
lutionary clubs, payed forty fous to each individual, (thofe 
were the imaginations of the horrible Danton) and from 
the revolutionary armies ; every thing was then revolution- 
ary. Revolutionary logic, was printed. What .an eclipfe of 
the 
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the human mind! Where are the principles of a revolu- 
tionary logic ? But as this language has had its reign, we 
ought to make fome menticn of it here. 

The gui llotine was firft called the headeehiogpen: it was 
an invention which, from difpenfing with the fervice of 
the hand of the executioner, has multiplied executions, 
and favoured perhaps, more than all the relt, the fanguin- 
ary {way of the two hideous ‘committes. But the term, 
head-chopper did not prevail. 

, Itis called the guillotine. We have talked of the reign 
of the guillotine, the reafon of the guillotine. Y£ any one had 
told Montefquieu that this word would one day be placed 
in the political dictionary of the French nation, what 
would he have thought ? — | 
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CHAP. XCIV. 
AwACHARSrS CLOOTZ, 


He came to us from Pruflia, and had entitled himfelf 
the orator of the human race. ‘A faétious cofmopolite, he 
fpoke of the univerfal republic which he promifed the 
world.: It was faid on this fubje€t, that Mount Athos 
fhould be the tribune, and the Cordelliers the benches, on 
which fhould be feated this reprefentative of the univerfe. 
He made feveral fpeeches more extravagant one than the 
other, as if he meant to render the Legiflative body ridi- 
culous. But it is rather to be fuppofed that he followed 
the leffons which had been given him, and which tended 
to bring republican ideas into contempt, by the extravagant 
extenfion which he gave them. | 

The C. Gregoire, Bifhop of Blois, has written to John 
Ramon Jofeph d’Arce, Archbifhop of Burgos, Grand 
Inquifitor of Spain, that he ought to convert himfelf to 
humanity, and I am perfuaded that he has done this in the 
fincerity of his foul. But I doubt whether at the voice of 
Gregoire this hideous tribunal. will be annihilated, this 
throne of cruelty and intolerance, whofe bafis. is at Madrid, 

and 
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and which extends its terrible power to Lima and Mexico. 
Clootz’s republic made us laugh when we had little difpo< 
fition to {mile. Will Gregoire’s letter ftrike the foul of 


the grand Inquifitor : ? Will he be chriftian enough to pro- 


voke himielf the fuppreffion of the tribunal, of which he 
is the chief, as he is invited? ‘his 1s siliae the eatre 
will teach, us. 

Anacharfis Clootz was beheaded,. though -he had ; ieee a 
long time followed the Jacobin ftandards, and if the good 
Gregoire went to Madrid, I would not anfwer that he 
would not be dragged into the dungeons of the Holy Office ; 
that would depend on circumftances. ‘The Auto-da-fe may 


again be rekindled, and more than one torquemada is li- 
_ ving in that fine country in which ignorance and fanaticifm 


will have their laft and invifible retreat. 

Univerfal republic! What is the acceptation of. this 
word? If you underftand that the univerfe is to have the 
fame laws, it is evident, that though the principles of na- 


ture and the declaration of rights be of all places, as of 


all times, their application is fabordinate to acrowd of local 
circumftances which neceflitates modifications. 
Shall we be told that nations having different conftitu- 


tions, will found them all on the principles of liberty and 


equality, and love each other as brethren ? We may here 
apply the advice of a minifter to the Abbé of S. Pierre : , 
“Send m nif onavies firft to convert the glove” : 

Several ‘countries of Europe and America will foon age 
grandize t the domain of liberty, but fome hundreds of na- 
tions will yet be a long time ftrangers to true principles, 
and i itis doubtful if they will foon be adopted by the Bar- 
bary corfairs, the plunderers of ‘Arabia, and the Anthropo- 
phagi of the Southern Sea.’ 

Shall we be told, in hort, that the different ftates of 
the globe will form alliances? This hypothefis applies 
{carcely to any other than thofe who are united by com- 
mercial relations? In this manner, a.great deal of time 


muft run om before the French fign a treaty with the Ifco- 


yides and the-Papys ; ; and under thefe different afpeQs, the’ 
aniverial republic is in politics what the BEE Ore p acs ftone | 
ss in phylics. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. XCV. ” 


GREAT SCARCITY. 
tt was: during the winter of 1794 that the want va meat 
was felt at Paris. A crowd at once and at the fame time, 
filled the fhops of the butchers; houfemaids, cooks, fervants, 
&c. A pound of beef rofe at once from eighteen to twenty- 
five fous. Thé citizens murmured, and none reflected that 


‘the confumption of this article by an army of twelve hun- 


dred thoufand men, joined to the extreme {carcity of forage, 
and the war of the Vendée, occafioned this increafe of 
price. From that time, the fending cattle to Paris dimi- 
nifhed infenfibly. The penury was alfo augmented by the 
manoeuvres of malevolence. The fanguinary commune 
iffued their famous arrét, which reduced every mouth to 
a pound of: meat each decade, and was afhixed at the door 


of every houfe; and the members of the revolutionary 
committees were like fo many Dr. Sangrados, who lowered 
every pas without mercy. How many mothers of fa- 


milies have I feen grow pale, and wipe away their tears at 
the reading of this finifter paftoral letter on the univerfal 
fait ! Neverthelefs droves of milch-cows arrived from the 


provinces; the devourers of the people began in this way 


the faft of famine, and laboured feduloufly to: annihilate 
the reproduction of the fpecies. The forerunners of the 
revolutionary army, like famithed wolves had already fwept 


the country, darting their prying eyes into every farm and. 
every yard. ‘Thither they precipitated themfelves, armed 
’ with pitch-forks and bayonets, feized the fheep, the fowls, 


burnt the barns, untied the oxen in the ftable in the face 


of the proprietor, and fold their prey to infamous {pecula- 


tors... Thefe atrocious robberies made eggs and butter dif 
appear. . At nine inthe morning the Ha//, till now the vaft 
and rich ftorehoufe of all the productions of nature, were 


ftript.. The women formed themfelves in long files, and 


from midnight braving the inclemency of the feafon, waited 
patiently each in their turn to procure at the hazard of their 


' hives three eggs and four ounces of butter. The cavalry and 


military { force of the feétions, detached by the prowling 


é 


beaits . 
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beafts of the revolutionary committees, augmented the tu- 
rault and diforder. How many women with child (they 
were afterwards treated with more refpe&, and took their 
turn before the re{t) were victims of this unhappy period ! 
How many precious fruits of conjugal love have been ftifled 
in their embryo, and annihilated at the fource -of life ! 
Oh! what feeling man could have feen, without weeping 
for grief, thoufands of individuals of both fexes running 
after the carcafe-porters in ftreets leading to flefh-markets 5 
who, bending under the weight, ran themfelves to avoid 
being affailed by the crowd which preffed upon them, and 
feemed to devour with their eyes the raw meat! - A fullen 
difcontent darkened every vifage ; they curfed life, and the 
execrable authors of the famine ; meanwhile the gens d’armes 
_ galloped their horfes amoneft the ftalls of three féet in 
length, overthrew the venders, and increafed the number 
of accidents, under pretence of preventing them, favouring 
by. cunning tactic the moft fhameful traffic. 

Ruffians, in the pay of the commune, made the women 
range themfelves in files, but while they waited for their 
turn, fhivering with the cold, broad-fhouldered earcafe- 
_ porters, forming an impenetrable rampart before the fhops, 
carried off whole oxen, and when the lion’s fhare was. 
taken, the women ranged after each other had not advanced, 
a fingle ftep, and withdrew. by hundreds with empty hands. 

Fifth, which had been {fpoilt from being too long kept, 
was bought up with avidity, and from its corrupted ftate 
occafioned difeafes. On the Quay of the Vallée, lamb 
was foldat fifteen livres a pound, and the fale continued a 
long time with feandalous profufion. The peafants went 
about the ftreets with bafkets of fowl in their arms. The 
Parifians lived for fome time on hens and chickens, which 
it was impoflible to bring up in the country, fince dll the 
grain was put in requifition. This factitious abundance of 
a commodity, which was almoft exclufively the portion of 
the rich, lafted but a little while, and gave. place to. vegeta-, 

les. What is called dry pulfe, fuch as rice, lentils, beans,. 
was heaped up in military magazines, and the difcovery of 
half a peck of this eatable, which more than one family 
was forced to drefs in pure water, was looked upon as an. 
inftance of good fortune. 

To this defolate penury of fubfiftence was joined the 
more defolating uy of having bread. ¥rom two a 

the 
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the morning the women ranged saseives: in a long lines 
which the people defignated afterwards by the name of queue. 
The young girls were not the laft to put themfelves in the 
ranks. Their wanton chatter, their immoderate laughter, 
was heard afar, and kept awake more than one young 
man, The darknefs of the night, the gates of. alleys cone 
veniently half open, were favourable to a téte & tétfe, dexte- 
roufly concerted. We faw men of fixty years old, valets, 
fhop-boys, ftopping to review thefe ranks, and chufe their 
dulcineas. Others, more fhamelefs, began with kiffing the 
women at the head of the file, and continued on to he Jatt. 
-Thefe embraces were accompanied with other liberties’ lefs 
difcreet; and this fort of amufements contributed much 
towards the perverfion of morality, and the extinction of 
female modeity. The fentiment of fraternity was annihi- 
lated’in every heart. Every one held it as a maxim to prefer 
himfelf openly ‘tohis equal. Cunning became a quality 
common to every mind. .The laft of the file found means 
of fliding forward to the firft ranks. The women foon 
ftruggled forcibly with the men. ‘Thejr characters acquired 
a tone of fharpnefs from refiftance. They all became im- 
petuous, contracted a habit of {wearing, and at length 
their voices, grown hoarfe from loud and angry cries, were 
not diftinguithable from thofe of car-men. 
_ In the intervals of filence which ' followed thefe fcanda~ 
lous difcuffions, were heard the cries of infants, and of 
the aged afking for bread. How fhould I pity the infen~ 
fible being who would not have been moved by thefe 
cries | i‘ 

Nearly at re fame time, other gueues were formed for 
oil, foap and candles. The day-labourer with mournful 
and downcaft looks, counts with fighs the hours that he 
lofes from his work. 

The fudden and exceffive increafe of wages was the cone 
fequence of the homicidal law of the maximum. The ex- 
ecrable commune ‘had built its plan of univerfal famine on 
this law, but in order to conceal the project from the eyes 
of the credulous multitude, an advertifement was ftuck 
up at the moment of its formation, by which every 
tradefman, either butcher or grocer, who gave up bufineis, 
fhould be reputed fufpected, and arrefted as fuch. 

‘This ferocious law aggravated the evil; every thing dif- 
apRCATeS and the tradefman, to indemnify himfelf for his 

loffes, 


204. NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


: lofles, aud particularly for the pillage of his butter, fugary 
coffee, and for the arbitrary confifcations of the commif-. 
faries for monopolies, hawked about his goods in fecret 
from houfe to houfe, where individuals bought them up at 
any price. 

Such, in 1794, was the fituation of this pepulous city 
for fubfiftence, in which formerly reigned that peace and 
- abundance which makes our country an object of affection 
to us. 

The year 1795 was not more happy than the preceding ; 
from the beginning of the autumn, flefh-chandlers began by 
felling their meat at twenty-five fous, who, in the month of 
Ventofe, afked three livres ten fous, ftript alfo of its fat, in 
order to make tallow. 

The agents of the old commiffion had given bith to this 
abominable traffick, By means of the right of requifition 
and detention with which they were invefted, they bought 
meat at the price of the maximum, then fold it again to the 
retailers at an exorbitant price. 

The fame pillage took place with relpee to other com- 
modities, which joined ta money-jobbing, as well as that 
of watches and trinkets by the brokers of the hall, contri- 
buted very much to the depreciation of the affignats. 
The cold at length came to aggravate thefe evils; during 
two years the capital received its firing from day to day. 
Coals were extremely rare, and it was remarked that never 
but a fingle boat entered at once into.each wharf. People 
-fometimes paffed their nights in order to take their turn. 
"The wood was fold as faft as the wood-porters could take 
it out of the water. . 

The river fuddenly frozen up caufed a total - failure of 
fupply, and no other refource was to be had but cutting 
down the woods of Boulogne, Vincennes, Verrierres,. St. 
Cloud, Meudon, &c. ’ Blood-fuckers, iffuing from dens of 
rebbers, took advantage of the public misfortunes to -fatiate 
themfelves with gold and filver. They fold two cart-loads 
of wood for four hunéred livres ; the neceflitous fawed 
their wooden bedfteads to drefs their food, and keep them- 
felves from dying with the cold. Old men returned from 
the forefts bending under their loads, and reminded us of 
the fable of the poor wretch and death. The public foun-. 
tains were frozen; the water-carriers in thofe quarters 
diftant from the river, forced to go far in fearch of water, 

were 
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‘were paid: fifteen and even twenty fous the patie: the: 
citizens enraged at this impofition, all became water- car- 
riers and when the refervoirs of the public fountains were 
unthawed, queues ace water took place, and each man had 
his turn. : 


CHAP. XCVI. 
PALAIS EGALITE, oPEvaNe PALAIS ROYAL.» 


“As the confumption of the fineft fruit begins by a flight 
iottenneds, fo the Palais Royal is the fpot which has cor- 
rupted our modern manners, and propagated the gangrene. 
Y never traverfe thefe long galleries, without feeing that 
fhade, who, from the fame place where his great-grand~ 
father had given, as Voltaire fays, the fignal of pleafures, 
gave 1 the fignal for every ambitious intrigue, every atrocious 
crime, and whom we may confider as the real founder of 
the fcaffolds. of Robefpierre, and the fanguinary regime 
which at the fame time oppreffed and degraded the nation ; 
for its fLupor and its filence, during eighteen months, are, 
as I have elfewhere faid, more alarming to the reflection of | 
the philofopher, than the phyfical diffolution of the world. 

Here I am, under thefe arcades, hotbeds of every poi- 
fonous plant which has been carefully tranfplanted’ into 
every department. Here is the focus of civil difcord and 
cabal! here is the temple where ftock-jobbing devours the 
public fortune, and condemns whole families to hunger, 
reduced to mifery by an allowed and murderous traflick ! 
_look-at thofe daring {poilers of our Jaft. refources ! fee them 
. walking by bands, their heads erect, their look infolent, a 
_picktooth for ever.in their mouth, and their hand in thelr 
. breeches-pocket, chinking their louis. ‘They have all red 
faces, and round bellies, the fmile of irony is always on 
their lips ; they brave the look of the honeft man, and 
_ though is patroles feparate them, they join again in 
. groupes like drops of quickflver: they go, come, ‘ret urn, 

accolt each other, divide by platoons, and then meet again 


eae 
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in a body; he who is in the midft gives the orderly word: 
it is a fign, a gefture, a half-word, which changes every 
half-hour, and immediately they have the courfe of exchange 
of the louis, rapidly pencilled down on a ferap of paper. 
This is that hoftile army, fubfidized and maintained by 
the foreign cabinets! Their guineas have deftroyed our 
paper money, and attacked public credit. a 

Under the fteps of the Rue Vivienne are the fubaltern 
thieves, who execute the orders of their chiefs with a 
punctuality not lefs aftonifhing than their addrefs, to feize 
the flighteft hints of the word of command.. 

-. Their drefs is pretty uniform; it is an hair-cap with 
a fox’s tail. Hercules, the ftrongeft of men, covered him- 
felf with the fkin of a lion, which is the ftrongeft of all 
animals; thofe who are the moft cunning, and moft kna- 
vith, put on the fkin of a fox, which is the moft craft 
and moft voracious of all beafts. , ! 

They are in doublets, with dirty boots,’ ard greafy hair, 
a gallows look, livid mouth, fardonic grin; their eyes are 
in continual fearch of pocket-books, are moveable and 
winking like thofe of apes, who ftudy to fteal without 
being feen ;. their language is raillery or obfcenity. ‘They. 
keep near taverns, which ferve them as retreats; they 
fpread their nets in obfcure corners; then fally out in 
hafte to give the alert to their accomplices. ‘They are {ta- 
tioned at the doors of the theatres, but they never enter ; 
_they read the play-bills that are ftuck up no more than the 
refolutions of the DireGiory, and the Conftituted Authori- 
ties; one might fuppofe that the laws did not regard them, 
fo calm and collected are they in their inobfervance, or vio- 
lation of them. They drink often, and but little at a time ; 
the thirft of gold tempers the thirft of wine; their fobriety 
ig not a virtue but an attention not to lofe time. 

Women mingle amongft them, and-carry on the fame 
trade; they are even {till more cunning, they read the 
cypher much “more quickly than men; the moufe who 
carries off a crumb of bread, and who {kips into his hole 
with the rapidity a lightning, is their perfect image 5 you 
have no need to fpeak to them, they guefs what you are 
going to fay. ; ae | 
 Thefe perfons do not fteal pocket-books; they pump out 
as by an attractive force, their contents, and in a tone fo 

| - 4 ta", ae 7 fimple, 
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fimple, fo piteous, that thefe knaves in robbing you, feem 
as if they had rendered you a fervice. : 


_ Step back ‘to the galleries which lead to the. theatre of 
the republic, you will perceive from one end to the other. 
fhops full of girls, who give breakfafts and cold {uppers ; 
you enter, you go out without faying a word; you are 
helped by ‘fhewing your aflignat. Brokers, jobbers, falef- 
men, {moke, drink, ruminate in thofe filent caverns; no 
perfon {peaks, and the greateft orgies are, if we may ufe 
the expreflion, dumb. ‘The avenues are dark and cold, - h- 
bertinifm affumes in thefe places fomewhat of an icy form, 
which appears to have its code, and its motives. — | 

Not far, and as foon as day breaks, hair-dreffers’ boys 
- give a kindof public leffon, and teach their miftreffes to 
drefs women’s wigs. By the fide of a doll with a golden 
head-drefs, hang faufages and hams. On the other fide, 
. thoufands of bottles of fine wines, liqueurs of Martinico. 
are placed on fhelyes, and prefent to the eye of the paf- 
fengers their precious labels. While I am writing, two 
hundred bottles, ranged on a rotten plank, have fallen 
down on other bottles, and Cape wine mingles its torrents 
with thofe of the créam of Barbadoes. The foil deeply 
impregnated, has chafed away for an hundred years around, 
the filthy odour of the place. , 

He who heretofore modeftly drank his liquorifh water,’ 
though only a fubaltern ftock-jobber, now fwallows and fa- 
vours nothing but Champagne, and other delicious wines, 
from the cellars of emigrants, and which they will never 
drink again. | a 

Delicate morfels, partridge-pies, fmall bafkets of cher- 
ries, winter green-peas, brawn, fuch are the delicious ra- 
rities which thefe money-brokers regale themfelves with, 
who, in a {pace of fix hundred feet fquare, find their table, 
their walk, their refidence, their enjoyments, their for- 
tune, and the eternal aliment of their monftrous labours, 

The current price of louis, of which they are the 
mafters, is enregiftered from hour to hour on the pye- 
cruit ; you read 1¢00 livres, you go back, it is changed to 
PeOo.. ~ = , 

The jewellers’ fhops are as numerous and brilliant as if 
there was neither mifery nor miferable beings. You fee 
nothing but watch-chains, half pearl, half diamonds: 
Lhofe who have only juft wherewith to buy a loaf, lock 
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at thefe precious jewels, which are only feparated frat 
their hands by a tranfparent gla{s, and this frail rampart is 
religioufly refpeCted. 

The woollen-drapers unfurl, from the top of their fhops 
to the floor, every kind of undulated fluff, which form @ 
perfect contraft with the ignoble and dirty clothing of the 
paffengers ; one would fuppofe that this merchandize was 
not imtended for Frenchmen, and that they were going to 
‘embark it for Turkey. We contemplate it with nearly the 
fame eye as the pictures of the Mufeum. Thefe ftuffs are 
under your hand, you may touch them; no one feems to 
be watching them, and the mafter is carelefs and faucys 
when you afk him the price. 

Shops lefs expofed, but not lefs rich, offed you brilliant 
fuperfluities; fuch as rings with twe Faces ; a heart’s. eafe 
ora panfy, or a Cupid holding by a thread a bird on the 
wing ; firmaments of flarry jewels 5 prefents of friendthip ; 
ear-pendants in flowers, in filigree, gold boxes, etwees or 
medallions, filver ice-cups with their fpoons, cups of filver 

of antique forms, with ebony handles: And in admiring 
all this rich jewellery, which fhews that gold fill exifts, 
and has not totally difappeared, although three quarters 
and a half of the city may have loft the remembrance of 
it, the odour of exquifite ragouts afeends in light vapour 
from the air holes; the fide tables are loaded with fruit, 
confectionary, and paftry, and there you may. dine at every 
hour, as in the courts of German princes, at the found of 
mufical inftruments, and French nore filled by girls who 
are not nymphs of Diana. - 

Petty gaming-houfés fupport the fhops of girls who fell. 
garters, thread, lavender-water, tooth-brufhes, and fealing- 
wax 3 by their Gide are book-fellers’ fhops, where the dicen 
tented ariftocrat eternally renews his daily lamentations. 
The moft filly pamphlets are fold amidft books which have 
prepared the revolution, and works which fupport the caufe 
of liberty 5 “but the bookfeller in fpite oe his avarice, fells 
thofe laft only with regret. 

The anti- republicans are cSacaelly: declaiming againtt 
all that is done, or that fhall be done; the republic takes 
no notice of them, and goes on furrounded by triumphs *. 
, How 


* The reprefentatives of the people are condemned to the infilts, to the 
calumnies of the journalifs, asthe Englidh are condemned to their robbers 6n 
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How t many allurements held out continually to youth, and 
to the libertine | Piurés from curious collé€tions, licens 


_ tious, engravings, libidinous novels, ferve as figns to a 


a 


crowd of proftitutes lodging in the wooden fhops. ‘Their 
nets are ten feet diftant from the fauntering youth, idle, 
and already diied up in the flower of his age. 

I fpeak now only of the galleries. Above thefe wooden 
{hops are gaming inftitutions, where are aflembled all the 
pafhons and torments of hell. 

Almoft all the commotions which have troubled Paris, 
have had their origin in the recefles of the Palais Royal. lt 
is in this infernal place that the greateft enemies of France 
have laboured at their plots ; and a focus of impurity fuch 
as this, if it was to fubfift a long time, would be fuificient 
to undermine the moft robuft republic. ‘The republican 
genius Will never be truly feated but on its ruins; ‘that is to 
fay, when it thail be transformed i into an edifice, new, and 
ufeful to the ftate. 

This palace has its phafes, riot lefs changeable thaii thofe 
of the moon. As foon as the day elofes, all the arcades 
are fuddenly illuminated, the fhops become refplendent, 
and the jewellers’ fhew-boxes throw a long luftre. The 
crowd becomes more numerous: This is the moment in 
which the gaming-houfes open, notwithftanding all the fe- 
verity of the laws of the police; whilft the great tharpers 
are employed in the drawing-rooms above, the lefler ones 
are at work in the thronged paflages which communicate 
with the adjacent ftreets, and which ferve ds gliding-holes 
to {warms of pickpockets and money-jobbers. 

_ Formerly it was the moment when ftrangers and virttio- 
foes weiit to admire, in the private apartments of thé Duke 
of Orleans, the obfcene figures of Aretin done in wax; 
large as life; the monient in which the youth, loft to him- 
felf, tried to feaft his eyes with the fpeétacle of the pretended 
favage, who coupled publickly with a female of his {pecies, 
at twenty-four fousa head; and this infamous mah was 
put into the fame prifon in which were thirty-two reprefen- 
tatives of the people! I faw him, he was releafed after a 
few days’ imprifonment. Your fteps under the arcades are 


the highway $ : and all to ere a greater danger ; the licence of the prefs 
Breve its liberty. 


: Tcan-brave, fuch a one will fay, I ashy their poignards, put this is not: 


enough, we muft know how to brave calumny. , 
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arrefted by a fmoke which pricks your legs; you look, itis 
the kitchéen-flame of the reffaurateurs; and clofe to them, 
the balls are beginning in thefe fubterraneous grottoes. 
Acrofs the air-holes, you fee circles of girls, leaping, 
giggling, rufhing on their gallants like bacchantes, with 
difhevelled hair. Yonder are groupes of difcounters of 
mandats infenfibly increafing. Enters a {pruce fellow in a 
blue riding-coat, round hat, waxed boots, tooth-pick in his 
mouth, he whifpers, Four and half; they ftammer out ja 
few words ; ; the groupe opens, he goes away ; he has gained 
twenty thoufand livres; all the girls follow him, thee and 
- thou him familiarly, toy with him; he ftrikes them wantonly 
with the palm of his hand on the backfide, or pinches them 
lightly: he tkips aways and ts feen no more. 

Meanwhile, in the au€tton rooms the Stentor gives the 
fignal. The brokers, dealers, retailers, are all feated. 
Women’s wigs, chimney. pendulums, fhawls, handkerchiefs,. 
fhirts, beds, a /a ducheffz, are fold to the higheft bidders. A: 
barker parades each of thefe objects round the tables before 
the bidders. He grows hoarfe, he drinks, he has acquired 
a bellowing, which holds the medium between the humart 
voice andthe rearing of a bull; the tricks of the fellers are 
fuch, that they always deliver'to you a worfe merchandize 
than ‘that you purchafed: the brokers make thofe who are’ 
not of their trade pay much dearer. 

Spies-of the police prowl in the fecond-rate coffee-houfes, 
but no one row talks politics there; they drink their beer 
filently like Flanderkins. The tafte for brandy with feveral 
has taken place of that of wine; the fot who drinks double,. 
and fometimes muddles himfelf, ena&s fome of the pi€tures 
of Van Oftades; the drinking places are crowded, and 
thefe ginguettes, without air, are places where I have 
felt moft pain, in obferving men labouring | to become 
brutes. 

Under the arcades are holes of fhops inte which the 
girls attract pafflengers by their glances; there you fee only 
a few rows of* packets of powder, intermingled with glafles 
full of thread and toothpickers 5; and in other fhops of the 
fame kind, which are fearcely more richly furnifhed, you 
find no other wares but thofe exhibited by the fign, or pere 
haps the dreffes of thefe young ladies hung upon the in- 
fide, inorder to make a fhow; thofe places are to the fe 
raglio, v what the cocks’ fhops are to the reflaurateur Meot, 
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where you entervaft faloons, the afiiduous rendezvous of. 
every man fattened by rapine, army-contractors, agents, 
-adminiftrators of tontines or lotteries, profeiiors of noce- 
turnal robberies, in fhort, ftock-jobbers i in chief. There 
you are fervedata nod. The difh is put upon the table 
the moment it 1s called for; and as all thofe who eat are 
lined with gold, they eat, and are attended like kings, 
‘princes, ambafladors, and financiers. 

Private rooms offer you at the fame time every thing to 
fatiate gluttony and fenfuality. ‘The glaffes which decorate 
them, multiply to the libidinous eye of an old fatyr the 
charms of his miftrefs, and all the feats are elaftic. .In 
fhort, there is a private faloon, where you drink the cooleft 
liqueurs, and where burnt-incenfe efeapes from boxes in 
light cloudy ftreams. There you dine 4 / Orientale ; but there 
the covetous man never enters. ‘Thefe pleafures.are only for 
the prodigal ; he finds in thefe apartments on certain days, 
all the pomp and fingularity of the repaft of Trimalcion. On 
a fignal given, the ceiling opens, and from heaven defcend 
cars, drawn by doves and driven by. Venufles; fometimes 
it is an Aurora, fometimes a Diana, who comes in queft of 
her dear Endymion. ° Allare cloathed like goddefles. The 
amateurs chufe, and the divinities, not of Olympus, but 
of the ceiling, join themfelves to mortals. There was a 
time when the kneading of the Egyptian was in vogue. 
You were kneaded by female hands in a wine bath; but 
this aa falutary to health, and which favoured a neceflary 
perfpiration, has been difcontinued, though it equally be- 
longed to cleanlinefs and pleafure. 

You may well imagine that thefe who come out from 
fuch places, are ftrangely fcandalized to have their ears 
tormented with the founds of Poftillon de Calais, Le Meffa~ 
ger du Soir, The Mirror, they take no notice even of the 
Letter of Polichinelle, of the Conftitution in Catches and Glees, 
of the petition of the Fockies of the two Counfels. Satires 
againft the government ate as indifferent to them as ail the 
eulogiums you can make. Their delicate dinners are far 
beyond thofe of dire€tors. They are ftrangers to every 
thing that pafles out of the circle of their pleafures ; 3 po- 
litical debates excite no more of their attention than the 
difcoveries of Lavoifier excite that of bad poets. If they 
enter afhop, it is not that of the bookfeller who lives on 
royal pamphlets, they enter a their boot-makers, 
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the confectioners, who are clofe to each other, of the 
jewellers, whofe windows are fhining with gold and dias 
monds, {nuff-boxes, and enigmatical rings. Their idle. 
Iktqueys lounge at the paftrycooks and faufage fhops, where 
they make their vulgar {peculations on the pretended wines 
of fifty-two forts; but thefe lacqueys ftrive in vain to imi- 
tate their mafters ; they can never do, even in retail, what 
the money-jobbers do in wholefale, and with magical moe 
nofyllab! es. 
~ Such is the infeéted lazar-houfe placed in the midft of 
the great city, which would threaten the whole of fociety 
with degradation and corruption, if the fcandals which it 
offers were not confined to a fingle point. 

The fatal contagion of gaming, the excefles of cupidity 
under all its forms, the licentioufnefs of morals and of ar 
tifts, do not extend to the reft of the city 5 and it is athing 
worthy of remark, that feveral quarters feem as 1t were 
epulated by all the vices which boil at the centre. What 
have noticed as more diftrefling than libertinifm. which bes 
longs tothe warmth of youth, is, that blafphemy and inf- 
delity are in every mouth and at every moment, that it is 
becoming a fort of ftyle, and that no care is taken to pre- 
vent it. 

But it is a great {candal in our age that this brutal and de- 
praved language has pervaded almoft every condition; and 
fince the epocha of the Revolution, has made a fport of 
the moft facred words, which were never heretofore pro- 
‘nounced but with refpect. The holy name of God is ufed 
‘in every converfation, not through impicty, but from want 
of decency and Seu 

It is, perhaps, from having profaned the language, that 
we have loft a part of our virtues ; but what is moft deplo- 
rable is, meeting almoft every where troops of children 
without order or modefty, who fwear, blafpheme, and 
{candalize chafte or pious ears. -It is time to renew that 
re {peat which is due to the Supreme Being. Formerly the 
tongues of, blafphemers were pierced through. The brutal 
are not fo dangerous as the polithed vices, but the precincts 
of the Palais Royal have the melancholy privilege of uni- 
tin,: both. 

‘At Sodom and Gomorrah they did not read the books 
which are printed and publicly foid at the Palais Royal. 
Figpine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue, is expofed on every 
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ftall. Put a pen into the claws of Satan, or of the evil 
genius of mankind, he will not be able to make a worfle. 
‘L'wenty other productions, lefs abominable, it is true, (for 
that of which I {peak has borne away the prize of turpitude 
and of vice), are there to finifh the decompofition of what 
inftintive morality remains in the heart of certain young 
people. And the fellers and buyers are authorized by thefe. 
words, which have fo often deceived us ;—‘* Liberty, un~ 
limited liberty of the prefs.” | | 

In the corner of that fhop do you hear what ts faid ? 
They are literally making vows for the army of the Empire. 
It is going to recrofs the Rhine, and’ pafling by Brabant 
and the Luxemburg, and leaving Lorraine, Alface and 
Flanders onthe rear, to reduce France on the north, to the 
limits exifting in the time of the Valois. ‘he bookfeller’s 
wife, daughter, aunt, and coufin, do not entertain a doubr 
of the victory of the three coalefced kings, which is to 
give them coffee for their breakfaft, fugar, and cinnamon, 
ata very low price. The death of Charette was a fub- 
je&t of general lamentation, but they expect every thing 
from the courage of Richer-Serizy, and the pen of Ba- 
boeuf. ) | 
It is of little confequence to thofe idlers whether the co- 
alition have wifhed to make a fecond Poland of France. 
There .is no longer any liberty when they can no longer 
affaflinate the national reprefentation ; and fince there has 
been a revolution, why fhould there not be a counter-re- 
volution, till the entire re-eftablifhment of demagogy ? 

In almoft every houfe, trades are carried on which have 
not a name, chemical analyfis never would fucceed in de- 
compofing the different elements of thefe new traflics. 
The mind of man is aftonifhing, when pecuniary intereft 
becomes the bafis of his thoughts and his actions, we find 
truly wherewith to fmile at his mercantile ingenuity. The 
head of the greedy man calculates all at once, the time, the 
exchange, the variations, and fubjugates chance, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, in a bold and dafhing way. Ah! 
how many talents are loft when employed on private in- 
terefts! 

Walking under thefe arcades, I have been ftruck with 
the refemblance of feveral phyfiognomies which were. 
known to me, and which I. had feen in my travels. [ 
thought I beheld the refurreQtion of perfons departed. 

| Does 


214 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


Does there exift among men an attraQtive or fympathetic 

force, - which reproduces thofe phyfiognomies to which yen 
have been moft attached during the courfe of your life? 
Or is it the play of imagination which cannot detach itfelf 
from cértain objects ? ‘Tt feems at leaft that there are al- 
-moft imperceptible family-features, but which we may 
"yead on every face; and if we were to clafs together the 
individuais who refemble each other, if they fhould converfe 
together, they would perhaps difcover that they defcended 
from the fame ftock. 
_ We fhould then remark a concordance in the found of 
_ the voice, fome relative geiture, fome refembling motions 
either in the winking of the eye, the moving of the lips, 
ox in the vibrations of the tongue againit the “palate, or in 
the’ conformation of the nofe, in holding the head in fuch 
or fuch attitude, and the quicknefs or flownefs_ of the ftep. 
If individuals, having their charaCteriftic figns of refem- 
blance, were to be clafled, and if a ferious converfation 
fhould take place between them, miight not happy difcove- 
ries be made, and might not the looks he found to join fa- 
tnilies that have been feparated ¢ 

itis a great pleafure for me to fay, “ There is the perfect 
-yefemblance of fuch a one, whom I have feen in Switzer- 
land. ‘There is a head which has been defcribed in Lavater 3 
that woman reminds me of her who danced in Germany, 
and who kept me in aftonifhment for near two hours: ; 
there is the amiable homelinefs of my Bernois lady ; that 
cirl ought to have a great deal of wit, for fhe refembles _ 
ny prattler OL Mover avers: ; thofe figures who juft pafs 
me are Genevois; and here is a Bafque.” 

What I have been fo long defirous of is now under my 
eyes; it is the phyfiona trace, that charming invention which 
offers to the curious the moft varied and numerous aflem- 
blage of the portraits of both fexes. I fix myfelf before 
itin a reverie, and during that time the crowd elbow me 
and prefs on my back, I turn round, and clafs all thofe 
individuals in families to which I have given names, which 
are known onlyto myfelf. It isa nofe of a certain tour- 
nure, and I fay to myfelf— His relation is at Spire.’ ee 
young lady palies, and I repeat-—« She does not know 
tiat her fifter is at Lucerne.” 

_ 1 fhould have made a pretty g good sor Ipy ; but this, 
nancy of ebferving has a “difagreeable fide: it. gives 
: 4 YOu 
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you antipathies, and antipathies too quick, too rapid, and 
~ ‘which would lead you to form wrong judgments. Hap- 
pily thefe impreffions pafs off ; but in however flight a de- 
gree you are governed by paflions, they gain the afcendant. 
{f the ftudy of phyfiognomies under the long walks of the 
Palais Royal has its charm, it difpofes youalfo at the fame 
time to-a certain mifanthropy; for how. many disfigured 
faces, on which ‘the heavenly original is almoft totally de- 
faced! The true phyfiognomy of man has given place to 
the figures of Ogres and Ogreffes, who feem ready to kill 
and devour each other. ‘Phe majeftic harmony which fat 
on the forehead of that mother fuckling -her children in 
the plains of the Palatinate, is here replaced by a woman 
of noble figure, itistrue, but her hardened eye wanders 
daringly, and her indecent nudity deftroys all the beauty of 
the model. , 

It is not neceflary to be a decypherer of hieroglyphics, 
to divine the end and employ of all thofe grotefque effigies, 
whofe features, attitude, and drefs, give us lefs the idea of ° 
man having ferious occupations than of mountebanks. I 
never pafs by thofe figures without thinking of Briareus 
with his hundred hands, and I put mine in my pocket. * 

In the- middle of thefe arcades, in the centre of the | 
garden is the Lyceum of the Arts. It feems to abfolve the 
edifice, for whatever elfe we may have to reproach it, 
- Decent aflembliés, ufeful leCtures, the greateft zeal for the 
advancement of the fciences and the arts, in profeffors 
truly animated with the ‘love of public good, a crowd of 
ufeful difcoveries haye been promulgated, encouraged and 
rewarded in this place, and from hence we may {fay after 
Moliere, Where does virtue go to nich herfelf! 

Oh! whata miferable part in hiftory will the people of 
Paris act! It was they who lent foimmentfe a force to the 
party of Robefpierre, Marat, and the rebel-commune it 
is they who furrourded the fcaffolds with demonftrations 
of ferocious joy ; itigthey who have come feveral times to 
attack the national reprefentation ; itis they who rallied to 
aflaflinate the Convention on the 1 8th Vendemiaire, and who 
exclaimed fo much againft its want of complaifance in not 
fuffering itfelf to be murdered; it was they who thought 
that this facred depofit was their peculiar right, and who 
have covered it with infult and humiliations; it is they who 
in their profound ignerance have always talked of what 
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they did not underftand, have always been ready to follow 
the ftandard of revolt, and’ ftupidly paflive before their 
daily murderers, did not riot the lefs the evening in taverns, 
and places of proftitution, Indifferent to the glory of our 
arms, hearing of our triumphs without enthufiafm, as 
{trangers to war and to national calamities, they are con- 
tinually repeating the fame calumnies; they have loft their 
ancient graces without gaining any vigour in return ; they 
are become meanly covetous, without being more economi- 
ie The great feenes of the Revolution have not been able 
enlarge their underftandings, ever narrow, ever bounded, | 
Th ey feed at home on the moft impertinent fables. They 
are become fo abfurd in their reafonings, that in order to. 
punifh them a have only to let them talk, and they excite 
ae oe ful towards their ‘benefactors, they think 
that .e government is only for the point which they inha~ 
bit, and that the republic will exift only when it fhall 
p sieale shem to adopt the name. ‘The fport of every 
wretch who wifhes to make them their tool, there is only 
ene voice to which they turn the deaf ear, that of the 
hone or iénfible man. 
it is on this abominable mafs that the foreign Cabinets 
founded their greatelt hopes. * ‘@ur enemies had faid, Lee 
us fir up this indocile, filly, and ferocious people, and we 
{hall obtain the greateft fuccefs. In reality, the poignard 
raifed twenty amc: by this people againit the national ‘re- 
prefentation, has nearly accomplithed the greateft of crimes 
they murdered Ferand, and carried his head in a 
through the hallof the reprefentatives of the people. he 
Convention owed its prefervation, not to the {mall number 
of its aflafins, but to their compleat cowardice. The fo- 
reigners lofi their guineas, and perceived too late that 
amongit European ruffians, there are feveral clafles, and 
that the inhabitants of Paris, the greater part it is true, 
the dregs of the departments, were the worft and moft 
daftardly of the whole. It is in Paris alone that we have 
feen the clubbifts at forty fous, and the fectionaries who 
were eager to aflailinate the government for the fafety of 
_the public. ‘Apoftles of Marat, or partizans of Capet, the 
one placed the reftoration of things in the regime of 
Robe -ipierre, and the other in the counter-revolution. 
It was, in fhort, at the Palais Royal, that the chiefs of 
thefe two fa€tions held their fittin. gS 3 and. if they could 
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have agreed, it wasall over with the republic. The time 
aft corrupts the time prefent. They talk at the Palais 
Rovalas the Royalifts at London, and the partizans of 
anarchy at Rome; they imagine defeats, they difband our 
armies, they call for the deftruction of the government, 
and this is fport for men of bufineis and money-jobbers, 
The moft fcandaloufly lying newfpapers, by inferting-what- 
ever can give pain to good citizens, make it a trade to de- 
ceive the credulous, > | 

See how they already {tipulate for the foreign powers, 
how they intrigue in their favour, how they declaim more 
loud‘y than themfelves, in order that our victories fhould 
be interpreted into our lofs. They have not the modeity 
to conceal their lukewarmnefs for their country; and it is 
to our rivals, eternally jealous of our power, that they lend 
arguments, by not fearing to propefe to us to make the 
moft cowardly facrifices. Peace muft do us {till more 
harm than war: we muft abandon our conquetts, becaufe 
the blood of foreigners is too precious for us to dare to 
fpillit. Whatis all this French blood that has been fhed ? 
We have pretence neither to indemnities nor compenfa- 
tions. This terrible war ought to end in meannefs and 
‘fupplications. For the conqueror, he ought to forget that 
his independence was to be torn from him, and the enthu- 
fiafm of our foldiers, the facred love of their country, 
ought to bend before the interefts of the foreign negocia- 
tor, who will grant us peace, on our obeying the principles 
of humanity, which we fhould offend by taking precautions 
againft the moft implacable enemy cf our nation, him 
whofe refentment has lafted for ages. 

All thefe news-writers become moralifts when the 
government is to be haraffed. They fpeak of huma- 
nity in order that all chances may remain favourable to 
the coalition; they fpeak of reftitution in order that 
all the advantages may turn in favour of our enemies. 
‘The court of Vienna is particularly dear to pais 
‘it is, who fhall exaggerate its preponderance. Are 
they paid? Are they mad? They have a fecret want 
of wearying out the government; they indulge the hope 
of diffolving it, and none of them condefcend to per- 
ceive what would be the confequences of fuch a diffolu- 
Hon. If We were conquered, then they would no ne 
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with for peace, becaufe in their blind hatred again{t the, 
government, the dignity of the French Republic was of 
hetle import tothem. We are conquerors, we muft grant 
to our dangerous rivals what they would not perhaps have 
exacted if they had gained poffefiion of ‘part of our ter- 
Fitory. 

‘The mind, divided between aftonifhment and indigna- 
tion, knows not what this new race of writers is, who 
favour with their pens foreign powers, and who call down 
fhame and ruin on their country, and all the triumph of 
their diplomacy. 


A ARE RT! PETTERS 


CHAP. XCVII, 
WINTER BALLS. 


Winter balls-have already fucceeded the numerous 
balls of fpring and fummer. Thefe wear another com- 
plexion, but thefe pleafures meet with no interruption, 
ball roorns are to be found every where, for alas! what 
contributes to idlenefs amongft us, idlenefs which preys 
on the Parifian, (lounging by nature) and which will kill 
him with his nineteen daily theatres; the reign of idlenefs, 
I fay, is as continuous in the great city as the fundamental 
bafe of an opera orcheftra, 

Next to money, dancing is actually all that the Parifian 
loves, cherithes, or rather what he idolizes. Every claifs 
has its dancing fociety, both little and great, that is to 
fay, rich and poor, all dance, it is a rage, an univerfal 
tafte, The Parifians dance, or rather whirl about, for 
nothing is more dificult for them than to keep time, and 
nothing more rare amongft them than a mufical ear. 

Under the reign of terror, the Parifians, thy and tremb- 
ling, and not venturing at that time to write a newipaper, 
or ftop acart, hied to the play-houfes and to clubs, and 

danced only in public fetes, and fometimes around the 
feaffold ; immediately all the walls were covered with ad- 
vertifements ina fyle almoft academical, anouncing ie 
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of all colours, and fome fo cheap that the fervant-girl 
might become afubfcriber. 

Nota little girl who does not find a gallant to conduc& 
her to thefe fchools of turbulence and feduction. If her 
lover refufes to take her to the ball, or does not dance affi- 
duoufly enough with her, fhe turns him off without delay, 
and vows a woman’s hatred, that is, a difguifed hatred 
towards him. a | 

They dance at the Carmes, the fcene of the murders of 
September ; atthe Noviciate of the Jefuits; at the Convent 
of the Carmélites, inthe Marais; at the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice ; at the Convent of the Filles de St. Marie; they 
dance in three ruined churches of my fection, and on the 
pavement of all the tombs which have not yet been taken 
away. The names of the dead are under the feet of 
the dancers, who do not perceive it, and who forget 
that they are treading on graves. ‘They dance alfo in’ 
every guinguette, on the Boulevards, in the Champs Elyfees, 
along the quays, dancing in all the cabarets, the haunt of 
the infanterie, of money-jobbers, who, after having all day 
long cheated whatever unfortunate individuals fall into 
their hands, make at length ducks and drakes with the 
public fortune. Dancing, in fhort, at all the profeflors of 
rigadoons, who are called artifts, the fame as players. 

“There .is, however, this difference between them and 
the modern profeflors of the Auman underftanding, that 
they have never been anxious to difcover whether, when 
a man dances, his foul was then in his heel or his pineal 
gland. 
- They wake the fiddlers at night. They knock, ring, 
bawl at the door, as they do at the accoucheur’s in prefling 
cafes. Hallo! quick! get up! run! they are waiting for 
you.” The fiddler rubs his eyes, fwears, What a rafcally 
trade itis! gets up, dreffes himfelf, and goes and gains 
his fix-livre-piece, without reckoning three bottles of wine, 
of which he does not leave a drop. 

All the players on the violin are engaged. three weeks 
beforehand : they gain money in proportion as they go on 4 
long time. Go on a long time: this is the principal merit 
—they muft goall night, and the wrift muft be unwearied, 
Why has the violin fo much credit? Ido not know why, 
but every fiddler is in vogue, provided he can hold the fiddle- 
fick till four in the morning, and that is the main part of 
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the bufinefs, of the art I fhould fay. In fhort, the fiddler 
ought to be ftrong in his wrift, in his arm, te make the 
cords twang. _ 

It is fo ferious a bufinefs, that there is a promife, an en- | 
gagement in writing, for there isno jefting with the ad- 
miniftrator of a ball! The perjured fiddler who fhould 
break his word, who fhould difappoint a dancing /ociety, 
would be held in greater horror than Marat, Drouet, or 
Baboeuf, and befides, he would be carried before the juflice 
of peace. 

The fovereign people dance every day! ‘They are not 
then fo diflatisfied, and ineach of thofe balls fo renowned, 
there are gaming-rooms, fide-tables for refrefhments, il- 
luminations on the one fide, on the other fhaded corners, 
favourable twilight; in fhort, darknefs vifible, but not like 
that of Milton. | 

It is who fhall fudy to kill five or fix hours in fhaking 
his heels; but in the ftyle of the elegant balls, the noble 
tone of the ancient paladins is revived: it is the cavalier 
and the dame, while in the people’s balls they fay, Citizen, 
Citoyenne. | a 2 

Ie may naturally be conceived, that the advertifements. 
for the balls of the elegants cannot be framed otherwife 
than according to the ariftocratical idioms ; that is natural, 
and our inconceivables and our wonderfulls would not enter a 
ballof citizens. Fie! that would look fo much like the 
republic; and it isa fettled point between the notary’s. 
and the grocer’s wife, that it isa word which is not fup- 
portable. Does a republic dance ?. We. have feen a king 
dance: Louis the XVIth, and the court balls, what will 
replace them? What will make up for the court-minuet, 
in which the dancing arch-princefs turned her back to her 
dancing arch;prince, to prefent her front to the King of 
France 2 Oh! how majeftic that was ! 

But the two hundred balls, and the balls of Pruggters, 
of Lucquet, of Mauduit, of Wenzel, of Montanfier, and 
all private balls, even the moft elegant, though crowded, 
hide their diminifhed heads, at the fight of the hotel Richeheu, 
which rakes together a world. It is the ark of tran{parent 
robes, of hats loaded with lace, gold, diamonds, gauzesy, 
and embofomed chins! Its entrance is forbidden except. 
to perfons of a certain fortune. In this enchanted place, 
a hundred goddeffes, perfumed with eflences, uaaelrs 
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with rofés, float in Athenian robes, exercife and puriue 
alternately the looks of our incredibles, with filvering hair, 
fhoes 2 la Turque, and refembling in fo ftriking a manner 
that humorous and new engraving which bears their 
names, that f am almoft led to think it no caricature. 

The women there are nymphs, fultanas, favages; fome~_ 
times Minerva or Wenus; fometimes Diana or Eucharis. 
All the women are drefled in white, and white fuits all 
women. Their breaft is naked, their arms alfo. 

The men, on the contrary, are too negligent. They 
fometimes bring to my remembrance thofe lacqueys, who, 
-in the: old regime, danced in the drawing-room once a 
year, Shrove Tuefday at midnight, twenty minutes before 
their mafters went to bed. They dance with a cold, mo- 
rofe air: one would imagine they were thinking about po- 
litics—they are thinking of nothing, unlefs it be fome plans 
‘of money-jobbing. 

The women are more decidedly given up to the pleafurée 
of the dance, but ftill with moderation. If a few words 
are heard, they are rare, and iffue only from the mouth of 
the rigadooner, a defpot armed with his fiddle-ftick, who 
affects a foldierly tone and ill-humour, who corrects every 
falfe ftep amidft two hundred women, whofe filent dance 
is certainly a fingular exception to the ufual tumult of 
French fecieties. ‘They evidently are in meditation, in 
order to adjuft their different motions with more preci- 
fion*, ~ | | 

The {pectators mingle with the dancers, and form a fort 
of groupes between the different fets of cotillons, without 
interrupting any. Itis feldom, indeed, that a dancer re-~ 
ceives the leaft fhock. Her little foot falls juft within an 
inch of mine; fhe bounds like a flath of lightning, but the 
mufic makes her return to the point fhe quitted. Like a 
brilliant comet, fhe runs through her ellipfes in whirling 
onherfelf, as by a double effect of attraCtion and gravitae 
tion. I might advance a little before her without fearing 
totouch any thing but her garment. I feel almoft her 
breath, and without grazing her. 


Every 


* The moft majeftic, the moft gravely folemn, the moft magnificently 
ridiculous thing I have ever feen in my life, was the French minuct danced be« 
fore the King of France. The fteps of the dancers were fcarcely heard—a 
filence—I camnct defcribe that refpectful awe. I appeal te all fuch witnefles 
as are not guillotined. Poor mortals! ‘ 
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Evety one is motionlefs under the ventilation of the 
‘dancers; and the women on whom you decide aloud, pafs 
and repafs with velocity, as if indifferent to the praife 3. 
but their ear has loft nothing of what has been faid about 
them. 

Theit eyes which feem invariably fixed on their part- 
ners, glance through the circle with fuch rapidity, that you 
muit ftudy that motion with attention in order to feize it; 
neverthelefs they have feen every thing. | 

Farther on are courtezans in feparate groupes: There 
the motion is ftill more rapid: they are covered with dia- 
monds which reflect a fparkling luftre. Their dancing 
has an expreflion more characterized. We cannot help 
obferving, that they are afraid of appearing too lafcivious ; 
but the look, the look which never lies, reveals them. 
‘hey cannot and never will be able to imitate the geftures, 
the voluptuous, but decent compofure of other women. 
The converfatien aréund them alfo acquires a fort of lie 
centioufnefs which does not exift at thirty paces diftant 
from their groupes. Thefe have paid a larger caput to 
the perfumer. | 

In an inftant, at a certain Gouat all thofe eae are 
divided, the empty benches are inftantly filled, but only 
by.the women. What novelty is announced by this change & 
A concert, which is: about to begin. The women, who 
had been reftrained in dancing by the defire of fuperiority 
ever their rivals, and whofe attention was enchained by 
the varied and multiplied figures of the cotillons, now 
begin to fpeak. ‘The men, who are ftanding, are glancing 
over, and watching them—they feem to be feated there in 
order to receive the homage due to their frivolity. Such 
are diftinguifhed who have put rings on their toes, 
thofe who wear a light drefs, flefh colour, and fo tight, 
that you may fafely wager there_is no fhift next the 
fkin. 

A confufed buzzing drowns the concert, the farcafm 
which has fucceeded the ingenious’ bon-mot, runs through 
the crowd. They curfe the government aloud when it is 
mild and humane, whilft the fanguinary and tyrannical 
government was an object of refpect. Silence ts never 
obferved but when Rhodes tries to draw from his violin 
founds as melting be thofe of Orpheus ; but flill it is not 


Viotti. The palifadces ranged round each bench (1 {peak 
of 
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of the tien, it 1s the fame thing), the palifadoes give them- 
felves up to a thoufand declamations againft the governors, 
endeavouring to excite againft them every fentiment of 
defpair, of contempt, and of public hatred. - The region 
of the ball becomes the den of calumny; but more infolent 
than mifchievous, it degenerates into ftupidity, into a tor-— 
rent of grofs invective, and foon drives away even the in- | 
guifitive. One man fays to his neighbour, ‘ Look at 
« thefe women.”—*¢ Well!”—=« They are all kept bydepu- 
« ties.” Do you think fo?” « She with the lively 
és eye and flender waift, fhe is the miftrefs of Raffron. 
é¢ ‘Phat young lady, with bare neck, and covered with dia- 
-& monds, is the fifter of Guyomard; his laft motion was- 
«© paid for with the jewels of the crown. That beautiful 
‘© forward fair girl, fhe is the youngeft daughter of I{nard, 
«© who has put afide an hundred thoufand crowns for her 
«* portion—She is to be married to-morrow. ‘There is not 
«© as you fee, a member of the Legiflative Body, who has 
“ not two or three women kere, each of whofe gowns 
* cofts the republie a. part of its domains.” ‘The concert 
is finifhed, and fupper begins, where the women, who have 
‘no longer the reftraint of ftays and boddice, which formerly 
locked them up, may eat to fatiety, and they acquit them- 
elves very well. They devour turkeys ftuffed with truffles, 
and anchovy paftry; they eat for the famifhed {tock-holder, 
the foldier, every clerk and agent of the republic; and 
whilft they are feeding, they talk of the horrible evils of 
the republic. There is nothing fo abominable as the pre- 
fent regime; if they dance, it is to enrage the two coun- 
eils, who, they have heard, do not love dancing. ‘| hey 
add, that there is nothing but balls which are imperithable 
in France. All'the fcrophulous gentry, who have their 
chin in their cravats, exclaim, ‘* Pa-ole victimée cela ne peut 
pas durer.”—“ Upon the wo—d of a victim this cannot 
endu-e.” Meanwhile, the women who are curfing this 
dreadful republican regime, are the daughters, fifters, 
wives of contractors for the republic; they keep on eating, 
and drink no longer wine, on account of the weaknefs of 
their nerves, but fwallow down Kirfchwaffer, marafquier, 
and liqueurs from Martinico. | 
_ Formerly the women at balls took refrefhments, confifting 
of a few bifcuits with a little wine. It is mere gluttony 
_ that rages at prefent, and I could not ceafe admiring their 
: Drm 
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firm countenance at table, and with what free eraces: they 

fatisfy their robuft appetites. Cold partridges. make two 
mouthfuls, diihes difappeay, and great glafles of water’ 
cool in intervals their palate, burnt | by the fire of fpirits. 

Noify vulgar pleafures ! and women are in their element 
amidft your tumult! Content glows on their faces in fpite. 
of théir eternal abufe of the prefent moment; never 
among({t any people was fuch licentioufnefs permitted 5 even 
jacobin vulgarity finks beneath the rudenefs of the uncock- 
aded females. ‘They have danced, drunk, ate ; they have 
deceived three or four adorers of the oppofite party with 
fuch freedom and eafe, as to make it believed that our age” 
has no Jonger need of the leaft fhade of hypocrily or difli- 
mulation, and that it 1s beneath us to palliate our habits 
and our taftes, whatever they may be. 

I return immediately to the circle, having feafted my 
looks with all thefe different attitudes in every piquant and 
really new point of view, for Lam a ftatuary and painter 
in. my brain, and this is the reafon why there is not a 
fingle picture in the Mufeum, which I have not retouched 
according to my own imagination. Ah! poor painters, how 
cold and monotonous you are im general, without fpirit, 
and particularly without invention! how fit you are to paint 
Calvary’s! Unfortunate, hiftorical painters! you have 
murdered hiftory. And your Watteau; no, he has not 
feen balls, or our grandmothers were very heavy and very 
aukward, hy comparifon of their daughters; no, Watteau 
had feen nothing. I compare all thefe talking and acting 
dancing figures, to thofe [ have met with in different coun- 
tries; and I am perfuaded, that French women are of all 
women thofe who have moft grace, even im thofe fun€tions 
which leaft admit of it; fuch as eating voracioufly, looking 
boldly, talking loudly, and declaiming anti-republicanly. 

But likewife I know not if any one has ever feen at any 
period, or in any country, a womanin the midft of the 
rudeft of winters. without {tockings, or any other fhoes than 
a flight foal in the form of a fandal, and fimply tied by 

flight ribands, expofing the toes of her feet, ornamented 
or rather So i by feveral rings, and whofe oftenta- 
tion alone makes them bear the pain which they feel in: 
forming the dance. 

Who could Benne: amidft thofe balls, that war is om 
our frontiers, on the banks of the e Rhine, of the ee 

| ; an 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 29% 


and the Meufe, beyond the mountains, and over the ocean? 
That Europe allied, under the influence of frantic fanati-' 
cifm; the dogma of tyrants, {till more abfurd than the 
dogma of tranfubftantiation, is obftinately threatening 
France, the fepublic, the conftitution, Paris, the ballsy and 
even the dancers; no perfon thinks on thefe bloody hoftilis 
tics, on thefe coalefced majefties, who are anxious to raile 
up again the dignity of their throne on French corpfes. 

I fee even a fwarm of young men, of twenty three years, 
émbryo=puppyo-crates, who have {tuck their cravats up to their 
mouths,: arid who dance longer, as if enchanted at having: 
faved themfelves, (I know not how), from the requifi- 
tion. are te 7 
' But what noife is that yonder? ‘Who is that Roman, 
preceded by fo many applaufes? let us draw near, let us 
fee! The crowd prefles around her! Is fhe naked? T 
doubt. Let us draw nearer; oh, this is worth my pencil; 
her light pantaloon, like the famous leather breeches of 
Monfeigneur the Count d’Artois, whom four great lacqueys 
raifed in air to-let him fall mto the garment, fo that it 
fhould form no plait, and who cafed up all day, was un- 
breeched at night, by raifing him up in the fame manner, 
and with more exertion; the female pantaloon, extremely 
tight, though of filk, perhaps furpailes the famous breeches 
by its perfe& adherence; itis garnifhed with a kind of: 
bracelets ; the bodice is cut flanting ina knowing manner, 
and urider a gauze curioufly. painted, the refervoirs of ma- 
ternity are palpitating. <A fhift of clear: lawn expofes the 
legs and thighs, which are encircled by hoops of diamonds 
fetin gold. Afwarm of young men furround her with the 
language of diffolute joy; the impudent young woman 
feems to pay no attention. One further bold ftroke of. the 
Merveilleufe, and we may be able to contemplate among{t 
us the ancient dances of the girls of Laconia; thete remains 
fo little to let fall, that I know not if true modefty wouid' 
not gain by taking off the tranfparent veil. ‘The’ flefh-co- 
loured pantaloon, clofely applied to the fkin, irritates the 
imagination, and difcovers only the fineft parts of the form, 
and thofe attra€tions which are moft concealed; fuch are 
the days which have preceded thofe of Robefpierre ! 

It refults neverthelefs from hence, that all women ap- 
pear abfolutely to have .the fame fkin, as they difcover to 
the firft glances the fame fair treffes. Alas! unhappily 
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for me I idolize no hair but which is black or:brown ! I. 


NS 


know, however, that under this fair decoration-—~Oh! 
when will the fafhion come for a {kin prown yi or awny, for. 
I am for beauties more or lefs African ! 

But let us leave thefe great balls; the pipe and tabor 
beat only mechanically; the coloured lamps {moke. and 
look pale.. 

“Let us go home, and make a vifit.to-morrow to a bour-. 
geois ball. 

Well, Ihave here more to guefs at than elfewhere,: the. 
refembling feature is more difficult to feize, there are infi- 
nitely more of details and of fhades, though on the firft view: 
all appear pretty uniform. ‘The moft dexterous diflimulation 
holds its empire here, becaufe. the dance goes on under the 
infpection of mammas, aunts, uncles and brothers. The 
girl has to-deceive all thefe ninnies; and, with fome con- 
trivance,, fhe fucceeds. ‘To thefe balls mammas, it is true, 
conduét their daughters, but nearly in the fame manner as 
thofe duennas, who accompany young. actrefles. as far as. 
behind the fcenes, and all for the fake of form. Thefe. 
young perfons appear at firft timid in attempting pirouettes, 
tigadoons, and entrechats; but thefe. fteps,. which they 
have meditated, which they. have ftudied, which they have. 
repeated fo Jaborioufly in the prefence of their mafter, are, 
to-be, as they imagine, the firft ftep to. fortune. They 
dance with matrimonial intentions, for they all expect to, 
marry the richeft'man of the neighbourhood ; and. this is. 
what fanctifies, in the eyes of the mammas, the fin of the 
ball. ‘The confeflor has loft his credit; but regains it with. 
ufury when he tolerates the ball; and condemns and delivers 
over to perdition the republic ; ; more than one poor girl has. 
found the means of marrying. advantageoufly for having 
made a trial of quick fteps, and lightnefs. In this manner 
young girls, which till now never happened, go every where. 
There are no longer what-they call feduwcers, fince the great. 
facility of _marriages, fince divorce is introduced, fo com-- 
plaifantly i in aid of all our fancies. No-one fears, either the 
contract, or eng gagement, which can be broken, made, and, 
unmadé again. No one any longer fears thofe accidents,. 
which formerly threw a-ftain on a family for. half a century., 

Balls have therefore taken place of -convents for. girls; 
they ufed to be vifited at the grate, at prefent the interview: 
takes place at the dancing- -mafter’s, who is become quite~as; 
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genteel and as convenient as a portrait-painter. Congra- 
tulate yourfelyes, good mammas, and ye auguft female citi- 
ZENS, logically miftrefs fhopkeepers, moft ariftocratical 
wives of notaries, formerly the parifh fermon was a tire- 
fome fervice; now you have the morality of the Vaudeville, 
the vefpers put in Vaudeville, in the pieces of Santeuil and. 
Dominique, the vefpers chanted by Harlequin. This 
‘chanting delights all your little family, and, confefs the 
truth, yourfelves. The ball, after that, appears to you a- 
decent place; for every thing is comparative, and you fee | 
no inconvenience refulting from it. This is not the mo- 
ment to condemn balls, which facilitate marriages. I am_- 
certainly not a rigorift ; I would not hinder giris from being 
married ; but thefe midnight balls, I warn you, complaifant 
. mammas, favour a great manythings, and only ferve to widen 
the halls of the Foundling Hofpitals*. Military balls are 
alfo diftinguifhed by a ftill greater effervefcence. The tu- 
mult of camps, and the clanking of arms form, if I may ufe 
‘the expreflion, the mufic. The motions, the fteps of the 
dancers, have fomething manly, and you may perceive by 
their martial air, that they would pafs with the fame ardour. 
from the arms of pleafure to the field of. victory; all the 
chins there are naked, and the manly countenance is marked 
by honourable muftachios. 

It is with ‘regret that we have feen the brave Hendee : 
of the country furrournded by thefe women without mo- 
defty, more fitted to turn them from their duties than to 
attach them, and who, by their dangerous attractions, may 
render them incapable of fuftaining the weight of arms, and 
the fatigue of war. Modeft and virtuous women, be the 
bearers of national gratitude ! give your hand to thofe war- 
riors, whofe chara¢ters in general is always more frank and 
generous than that of other men. 

There are balls for all conditions, water-carriers and - 
coal-porters have theirs alfo, for I would not forget any 
thing. In thefe cellars, even at the bottom of alleys, in 
hlthy cabarets, at the found ef the tunelefs fiddle, or {queak- 
ing clarinets, every Sunday and decadi (for the people keep 
the two holidays alike) often even in the interval thefe 
Auvergnates dance fo as to fhake the flooring, and make 


* The number of pinata is incriafed at Paris, aay double, within 


eighteen mon ths, 
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the proprietor tremble for local reparations. The dancing~ 
room is lighted bya luftre compofed of two crofs-pieces of 
wood, or by a few earthen lamps ranged along the wall. 
In he midit of a cloud of tobacco fmoke, and the fmell 
of brandy, you fee inimaginable dancers rife or fall back 
without ftep or meafure; and quite alongfide, on benches 
half worn, even groupes of men and women {mother each 
other with {macks of kiffing fo hideous as to make me turn 
afide my head, and which at prefent makes me. repent of 
having given the feéne a place in my memory. Sometimes. 
the wooden fhoe, in jumping, flies off, breaks the lamp, and | 
_ {prinkles the aflembly with the oil; that is nothing, it does 
no harm either to the fhoes or fockings, or.to the cotillon ; 
the burning tallow makes no impreflion on the tanned {kins 
of thefe Veltris’s s3 they tnatch up their flouched hats, and 
move off, giving one - another, by way of joy, pretty {tout 
blows with their fifts. , 
In fhort, I have feen balls where: dancers by profe fli on, 
dreffed like negroes, favages, Chinefe, paladins, drew uni- 
verfal admiration, becaufe they were not known, but I have 
often found out thefe fubtle fwindlers of fame., What is 
it neverthelefs that the love of glory will not undertake ? 
I have furprized them in a ball of wafherwomen, intoxicat- 
ing themfelves with the admiration of twenty fempftrefles. 
Thus an actor of the fecond or third rank, hiffed and re- 
hiffed, takes a part at Nicolet’s and Riboe’s, and is crowned 
with applautes ; ; he then paffes a-good night. 
Celebrated. dancers of the opera! Is it you who ‘have 
turned all the heads in the city? You may count as many 
aukward imitators as there are pretenders to corporal graces; 
but if Veftris be an objet of imitation, windpipe Garat. 
is an object of imitation alfo, and we hear nothing but the 
-quavering of his eternal cadences. Windpipe Garat is 
an inftrument faid to be unique, who executes mufical dif- 
ficulties, and difficulties fo great, that they feem almoft 
queer and oddith. I ama told that it is very hne, people are 
tranfported, and this is what I found moit curious. Ah! 
thefe balls and concerts! the tree of luxury and opulence 
flourifhes amid{t a city peopled with objects of mifery, as 
we fee a fuperb orange-tree rifing out of a. painted café 
filled with dung. 
Parifians!, my dear Parifians! dance or go to mafs— 
dance and go to mafs at the fame time ; but, for heaven’s 
fak 5 
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fake, never think of politics, for when you would talk 
politics, you fall into the grofleft fnares that could be laid 
for you. You then are. making way on the credit of a few 
wretches for all the horrors of anarchical diffolution. — 
Dance, Ib beg of you, dance! for it is impoflible you fhould 
have any other employment that fuits you fo well. Alas! 
would it not have been better for you to have been dancing 
the 3rft of May, the 3d of June, the 4th Praireal, and the 
I cu Vendemiaire ? 

Andewho i in the end, eicalions Parifians, do you liften 
to? There is lefs ennui in feeing the dance than in hear- 
ing a Royalift pot-pourri* at the Lyceés, iffuing from the 
* mouth of a literary declaimer, who hires himfelf as a finger 
or a fiddler, and who fells in perfon his worn-out rhetoric. 
Like the fiddler, he continually recommences the fame hum- 
drum that he gave us ten years fince, and he does not ever 
perceive the ennui that he diftils. | 

Dance for ever, then, my dear Parifians! and in prefe- 
rence to the fad and monotonous literature of our academi- 
cal dances, in preference efpecially to all thofe common- 
place phrafes of ftupid ariftocracy and extravagant royalifm. 
Let our Lyceums, inftead of detailing fuch hackneyed de- 
clamations, open their fpacious halls for the dance.— 
Begone, ye blockheads, whofe ftyle is far from the dancing 
mood; you are not -warth the fiddle which enlivens your 
fpirits, for you throw a fhade over the moft brilliant and 
numerous aflemblies. Give way to the tambourin; and 
the better to prove that ye ought to do fo, let us hear what 
the grave Montefquieu has written on dancing. ¢* Dancing 
pleafes us by its hghtnefs, by a certain grace, by the beauty 
and variety of its attitudes, by its conneCtion with mufic3 
but it pleafes efpecially by a difpofition of our brain, which 
is fuch, that it fecretly brings the idea of all the motions to 
certain motions, the greater part of the attitudes to certain 
attitudes.” 


* Wretched declaimers, who are continually holding up to us the bloody 
robe of Cefar (which Anthony difplayed only once to the Roman people), 
know that in politics yefterday is 2 corple, and to-morrow is fomething ; .and 
that “in the perfon of Louis the XVith it was not a man thas was put to 
death, but. a government, - 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCVIII. 
|, PATRIOTIC OFFERINGS, 


Goxp and filver was laid with good will on the altar of 
the country, to aid its wants. An hiftorical account of all 
the patriotic offerings made fince the beginning of the 
Revolution might become the fubje& of a work fitted to 
honour the nation. I fhall cite only one which deferves 
_ the preference, becaufe it was one of thé firft that was 
made. | 
_ There are in Paris certain focieties of workmen, who 
_ voluntarily united from the love of labour and of piety, 
prefented the pure image of that monkifh life which for a 
long time has been fought for in vain in cloifters. | 

Among thefe eftablifhments, that of the brother fhoe- 
makers of the ftreet of the Grand Truanderie is noted.— 
Thefe honeft and laborious mechanics, from the produce 
of their common labours, had formed a capital of an hun- 
dred and fifty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fifty livres, the 
intereft of which kept up a certain degree of eafe amongft 
themfelves, and furnifhed a fund for charity. Thefe ex- 
cellent patriots offered to the National Aflembly the facri- 
fice of their little treafure, afking only a penfion for the 
aged and infirm. . a | 


sit aattarnnstapaanllasins :tescasamapmnaaini-cateruneinarcives >? 
Hovthceme sane iacienaterionnntenee lomrabetatn dea 


CARICATURES, FOLLIES. 


Caricarures have been exhaufted on every candidate, 
en all governors paft, prefent, and to-come: the voice. of 
calumny is for ever indefatigable. Every thing that wit 
or folly can fay or imagine has been imagined or faid. It 
may be faid, that calumny is among the Parifians what the 

| , fin 
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fin againft nature was in Sodom and Gomorrha, it has 
acquired the right of citizenfhip. But if injuries and ins 
fults are not fpared to men in place, they pay for all thele 
farcafms by the moft calm contempt; they are indifferent 
even to the writings which defend them, how then thould 
_they not be fo to théfe who attack them? One would — 
imagine that they had taken for their device a line of my 
own— | 
ae Laiffons les bavarder, et gardons laction. ; 
The hundred and thirty-three daily newfpapers all change, 
each according to its fancy, and the effect which refults is” 
-fuch ‘as is produced by a too numerous and difcordant 
-orcheftra; you can no longer diftinguifh any thing; it is 
a noife, and a noife which often makes you laugh. There 
‘is {carcely a ftreet where there is not a newfpaper printed, 
and three‘ newfpaper writers in the garrets fcribbling, or 
rather cutting out columns of newfpapers, and never mend- 
ing their pen till they are paid the month im advance. - 
From having been too anxious to raife the prefs above 
every thing elfe, to make it the fupreme magiftrature, to 
place it above the laws of decency, of civility, the prefs is 
fallen back to Zero. Such is the firft fruit of licentiouf- 
nefs. The good which is found in thofe fheets-is loft, 
ecaufe every periodical paper is configned to contemptuous 
oblivion, becaufe all of thern have changed their . charac- 
ter according to events. | oe 
Caricatures feetn to have taken their place, and have 
formed an addition to the unlimited liberty of the prefs. 
The paffengers ftop in ctowds before the print-fhops, to 
‘look at the zncredibles, the wonderfils, the fifhbwomen, the fate 
creditor, the folly of the day, the anarchifi, the danger of wigs. 
This laft .caricature _reprefents a woman on horfeback,. 
whofe hat and-hair have flown off at the fame time. 
Thefe humourous ‘reprefentations of our abfurdities, 
our follies, our humours, and our vices, excite only the 
tranfitory {mile of a light people, who fludy themfelves in 
their drefs, varied at every inftant, and fully juftify: the 
charge of abfurdity offered’ by this faithful mirror. The 
print of the iticredibles has generalized the dog’s ears 3; as 
filly journals, from the-abufe of ‘the republic, have made 
‘many republicans. | | 
By the fide of thefe caricatures, figure in full drefs ‘the 
portraits of thofe genérals whofe unknown names are fud- 
denly 
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denly covered with immortal glory, and who, generous 
defenders of France, have faved the whole of Europe from 
the horrible fyftem of opprefhion and flavery which kings 
had meditated againft it. Their republican harmony, 
{trangers to the meannefs of jealoufy, does them no lefs 
honour than their victories. Charette ranks among them, 
fince French generofity does juftice.to his talents, while. 
it defpifes his contemptible fanaticifm., |The portraits of 
Louis and his daughter are framed and expofed like the. 
reft: they are pictures, and nothing more in the eyes of 
the. fpectator who buys them if he pleafes, or laughs ac- 
cording to his fancy. You are plucked by the fleev e, and 
offered the death of Louis the XVIth and Marie Antoinette, 
tragedies, at only fifteen fous a-picce, but no one purchafes. 
But what is moft {triking is the liftleffnefs of the people. 
The lower clafles work very leifurely, Their arms fcarcely 
deign to make the leaft effort. Their trades are. become a 
kind of amufement. Hard labour terrifies them ; the hand- 
cart is flightly loaded, the porter’s knot is gently prefled. 
‘They hire their arms, as it were, by condefcenfion, they 
want to gain in an hour the value of a whole day’s labour ; 5 
they feem, i in fhort, by working with the moft marked care- 
lefinefs, to oblige the sale who pays them high wages. 
'T hey fill, at an early h 1our, the guinguettes and theatres. 
Forgetting the pait, killing the prefent, and thinking no- 
thing of the future, they go every day to the public walks; 
they : are on the Boulevards, on the Quays, with their arms 
crofled; they are in coffee-houfes, occupied in a party of 
billiards, or hanging over a game of domino. Thus they 
afs their time, almoft afhamed of the labour of the fhop; 
"Thanks to the undiflembled multiplicity of drinking fhops, 
billiards, cheap play- -houfes, cabarets, the Parifian is become 
the idleft man on the earth, and we are led to enquire by 
what means thig idle multitude are fed ? 
A‘fhort time fince, the cut of the gowns of the women 
of fafhion was thaped like a heart, .at prefent, that of the . 
bodice terminates in wings of butterflies, of which the fex 
_feem anxious to be the emblem, and which they ofteneft 
| take for a model. Yefterday they wore hats @ la Pamela 
to-day hats 2 ? Anglaife; yefterday they decked. them- 
felves with feathers, with flowers, with ribbands, or a hands 
kerchief in form of a turban, aflimilated them to obelifks ; : 
to- day t their caps take the form of the wife of Phils lip de 
| Comines; 
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Comines ; yefterday their thin fhoes were loaded with rofes, 
and’ fixed to the ancle with a ribband elegantly knotted 5 
to-day a great buckle cut in’ diamonds covers almoft the 
whole: of “their foot, concealing every part except the end. 
of a fight bouquet, the embroidery which finifhes at the 
extreme point of the fhoe. And let no one imagine that 
this i is a caricature of our fafhionables, {carcely is it a flight 
fketch of their follies, of their infinitely varied changes. 
As to the walking clafs, they ape the firft very well with 
refpect to caps, -hats, and finery ; but they are always de- 
teftably fhod, not becaufe their fhoes are flat, but becaufe 
they are badly made and out of form; which fhews. that 
they buy them ready made, and that a young girl often 
takes the thoes of her grandmother. ‘The eye can {carcely 
accuftom itfelf to fee them walk without afliftance : and- 
though tucked up half leg, they {plath themfelves ftill 
more thanthe men. WhenI wasa young man, the women 
walked on their toes, and the ftuff of their thoes was un- 
touched, the wet did not pafs the fole, 7 
At he moment I write, ftraw hats are the rage, and ae 
~ plumes, which have difcarded the triumphal feather. 
Fatigued in rambling. through - Paris to change my palate, 
if I enter a coffee2room, I hear every one complaining of 
being ruined by the Revolution, and he who had two 
hundred livres revenue, would make you believe that he 
had twenty thoufand. Every one loudly calls for peace, 
and no one rejoices at our aftonifhing victories. ‘The 
tradefman who has read Roman hittory, is no more affected 
by the great aétions of our generals than by a romanice. 
Hie will “ftoop down, and whifper myfterioufly in your ear, 
Buonaparte is going to pafs the Rubicon, and imitate Cefar, 
Where has he taken that great idea? In talking with his 
neighbour at mafs, where he goes not from faith, but only, 
as far as he imagines, to enrage the republic. He pities. the 
prieft s, fpeaks of their miferies, of their inconveniences, 
which all refult from the Revolution; every thing crofs 
that happens in the world has no other fource. His wife 
and daughter are attacked by dreadful pains in the ftomach. 
It is at the guewes that they have picked up this diforder ; 
it is in confequence of the long faft, impofed two years 
fince by Boifly d’Anglas. Do not, imagine that they are 
angry with Boifly, they have forgiven him in this hard ree 
Pod t ey 
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-they have given him all their confidence, fince Boifly has 
promifed them red eggs & /a royale. 

The eternal chorus is the unhappy ftate of the ftocke 
holder. Beggars by profeflion are poor ruined ftock-hol- 
‘ders; the republic will never find in its refources where- 
‘with to pay, I do not fay the principal, but even the intereft 
‘of all the pretended ftock belenging to the pretended ftock- 
holders; and this is the reafon why the intereft which the 
man of feeling ought to take for thé real creditor of the 
ftate is fo diminifhed. In fhort,; every thing is become 
‘ventier. The old difmantled coach, drawn by haridans 
tied with cords, driven by a coachman and_poftillion in 
tatters, and whofe heels appeared through their thoes. 
‘This droll equipage is no longer the carriage of the: pre- 
tender, it is that-of the ftock-holder. The fhop-keeper | 
for ever avaricious, m murmurs, but he is quiet; one would 
fuppofe that he perceives that he waftes his breath in vain, 
and that no attention is paid him. People in eafy cireum- 
ftances have taken a wife refolution : they no longer bufy 
themfelves about politics; they turn a deaf ear to the 
fpeeches of the faCtious, laugh at the wars of the jour- 
nalifts, ftudy. nothing at their toilettes. but -the cafes 
. of their drefling cabinet; look at themfelves in their ‘boots, 
‘with a perfect indifference for every thing befides. 

The new millionaires, full more indifferent, but not. lefs 
favage againft the government, make it an important bu- 
fineis to be with the princeffes of the day at Garat’s con- 
certs, called at the Boulevard playhoufes, the modern 
Orpheus. Thefe upftart men are perfeCtly ignorant of 
mufic, but they applaud moft outrageoufly the quiverings of 
the finger, and they admire the women who embellifh alk 
the boxes. 

If this world be a perpetual rotation, why fhould not 
_the former. apple ‘and tripe-women figure in their turn, efpe- 
rises when they are pretty? For true nobility apieng 

women is grace and beauty. 

Tea-drinking is in high vogue, and almoft the ouly 
.eccafion which brings fociety together. . There are no longer 
any dinners: évery one eats at the refavrateurs, of which 
the number is infinitely multiplied: you fee them at the 
‘corner of every ftreet. You fee nothing but daubers 
heifted on a ladder, painting for figns, hares, hams, lob- 
flers, faufages, or writing in Englifh letters, cold ain 

fafts, 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. | 235 
fafts, private rooms:—This laft advertifement is hut too 
public. | : SAS Glade 8 
. The pots and. pans, it is prefumed, are overturned in 
almoft every houfe. Formerly you went. and: took a: din- 
ner with a friend: it is now quite different, every one 
remains at home, or goes to take his. dinnerat his re- 
Jfiaurateur’s. | 
Is this ceconomy, or diverfion? This fafhion certainly 
indicates ruptute and difunion:in domeftic arrangements, 
as we may affert that the reffaurateurs evince an effential 
change in our manner of living, and in our morals. 
Tea-parties at leaft feem to bring us nearer together : 
they feem to be the firft ftep to mount up towards French 
urbanity, folong unknown. The women go to thefe par- 
ties in full drefs: it is a brilliant aflembly, a certain filence 
takes place, converfation is carried on by whifpers; each 
groupe infulates itfelf in the midft of the fociety, and the 
paflions, which every where elfe have their phyfiognomy 
and their language, feem here to lay afide whatever they 
have of violent and perfonal,. and hatred itfelf affumes an 
-air of amity, Upon the whole, it is poflible that tea- 
_ drinking may bring: us back to our old French politenefs, 
The days in which there are no tea-parties you walk in 
Coblentz, in the Champs Elyfees, eat ices at Garchy’s, at 
Velloni’s, go to the fetes at Tivoli, to Ruggieri’s fire-works, 
and the poor man affects to fhudder at the indecent difplay 
of that luxury which neverthelefs nourifhes and feeds him, 
for there muft be luxury at Paris, | 
The horfe-races at the Champ de Mars have infpired the 
favourites of our Amazons with a tafte for riding 3: not 
thofe Amazons who burnt off their breaft in order to draw 
the bow the better, -All are ambitious of riding by their 
fide as knowingly as Franconi, They are all anxious to 
yide in the Englifth mode, but not knowing how to feize 
the motion of the horfe, they fatigue themfelves, and make 
the fpeQators laugh at their convulfive fprings; the Bois 
de Bologne is their Olympic career. Some years {fince, 
foolifh jockeys ufed to fhear off the ears of their horfes, at 
prefent it is the mane which they fhave; they put fhining 

wax on their hoofs; they will foon powder them. | 
It is dificult to know whether the young men are more 
anxious to make a parade of their. nags or their belles;. but 
they feem moft pleafed with their geldings, from the plea- 
| fure 
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‘ 
fure with which they’ carefs them, and the attention ahiek 
they pay them, ‘This reminds us of a petit maitre of the 
old flamp, who was very fond of horfe-racing and atreffes’ 
foupers. Te was afked which he idolized mot, girls or 
horfes ? After a‘moment’s filence he: anfwered, “« T Jove 
£6 women beft, but I have moft efteem for horfes.” 

Fe is faid that the greater part-of thefe cavaliers ride on 
borrowed‘ horfes, and that all thefe elegant horfemen cut 
the air with thé fwiftnefs of an arrow, in order to ride 
away the debauch of the evening, and to get am appetite’ ‘fOr 
dinner. The lacquay, who oftentimes belongs no more to 
the cavalier than the herfe, follows with fad countenance 
his mafter in the morning,: and waits impatiently for the 
end of the courfe. On’ the whole, there are a few hery 
courfers 3 a fpecies of Englith fhort tail, and thert ears, 
worn out with age’and famine, make up a part of the 
equipment of ‘our Anglomanes. They fancy themicives 
good horfemen, take their {tiff pofitions for graces, and 
admire their own dexterity in the midft of their courles 5 
but whether they walk, trot, or canter, thefe- youne: men 
have always a grave and ftupid look. 

But what is moft fingular is, that the women nae young 
men flop: fuddenly in the midft of their courfe, and when 
_ the fun has yet three ‘hours to:run, quit the pure air of the 
country for heated faloons, where they: go to hear mufic 
not with the intention ef liftening, but anxious to find 
fome one to whom they may talk. of their trotting, which 
is the greatefi pleafure the rider receives from it. 

The only: books that are at prefent hawked about are 
books of obfcenity, the titles and prints of which. are 
equally repulfive to modefty and good. tafte. They fell 
thefe horrors every where on {ftalls, along the bridges, at the 
play-houfe doors, and on the Boulevards. The po:fon is 
‘not dear, ten fous the volume. All’the produ@tions of 
libertinifm, and the moft licentious, bid one on the other, 
and all attack public morals without fear or reftraint. 
One would fuppofe that thefe pamphlet-venders were pri- 
vileged in filthinefs ; every title which is not infamous feems | 
to be excluded from their fhops or ftalls. Youth find there, 
without obftacle or fcruple, the elements of every vice. , 
This: horrible manufa€ture of licentious . books, has for. 
manufacturers all the counterfeit traders, or kind of Pirates, 
who will deftroy the trade of bookielling, literature, and 

mer, 
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mien of letters; it has for its bafis that need liberty oe 
the prefs which the ‘moft falfe, the moft wicked, or at leaft . 
the moft blind of men, are continually preaching up. 

The inftitution of divorce, the sacrament of adultery comes 
in aid of this diforder. It feconds, in a powerful manner, 
the difpofition for libertinif{m kept up by the excefs of 
gluttony and good cheer, by, the daily frequenting of thea~ 
tres, balls, and thofe frivolous diffipations of which there 
are no fuch inftances amongit any ome nation on -the 
earth. 

This multiplicity of theatres eee idienefs, deficoys 
the arts, and thofe trades which require attention, palfies 
the arm} renders the mind effeminate, and ceafes to be an 
amufement from its being fo continually repeated. There 


are no longer any holidays, fince the people are invited. 


every day to lofe half of it to maintain, and maintain 
badly, an army of fhowmen. The Parifians are as lafci- 


\ 


vious as the fparrows which people their roofs; they are 


fill more volatile, and change their female more frequent-- 
ly, and the greater part have not the delicacy of thofe ani- 


mals in their pleafures. 

It only belongs to fuch a, people to jeft and laugh at the 
diforder which is the confequence of thefe debaucheries: 
There is not a corner of a ftreet, not a wall which is not 
triply covered with advertifements of remedies for the ra~ 
dical cure of the venereal difeafe. Thefe papers are put 
into the hands of old men, women, and young girls, and 


_no one blufhés at giving or receiving them. Each quarter 


has its houfe for cures, it is tonic cakes, paftilles, chocc-: 


lates, comfits, &c. &c. Mountebanks ef the fame kind, 
but lefs in vogue, play the merry Andrew on horfeback or 
in cabriolets, and Pierrot diftributes to the fpeCtators anti- 
fiphilick remedies, at. the found of cymbals, clarinets, 


and French-horns. Such are the people of Paris, who 


have undergone a thorough change in eight years; who 


fell their crowns of fix livres for gros fous, and exclaim. 


again{t money-jobbers ; who drink, laugh, fing, dance, and 
murmur at a peaceable and vigilant government, which. 
they accufe in the morning of being royalift, in;the even~ 


ine of being terrorift; for they never ceale to have thefe 


rhymes in 7/? in their mouths, whom they calumniate, and 
whom they threaten, at leaft in Pwo after having en ndured 


long 
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long and filently, fometimes even with the appearance of : 
approbation, the government of Robefpierre. 

I fhould fpeak of the hotel of Bullion, the eternal re- ; 
ceptacle of the moft elegant furniture of the emigrants, | 
frequented by brokers. and intriguers, who were in the 
fecret of the fabrication ofaflignats, that is to fay, that of - 
the total of their progreflive emifiion; who monopolized . 
the mafter-pieces of art of ineftimable price, for heaps of 
paper without value, and who fold them again for great . 
fums of money to contractors, who, heretofore lacqueys of . 
the anti-chamber, or ftall-boys, now fleep on beds of. down. 
Such are the fports of fortune! I have been affured that - 
- Seipio’s buckler, fold-for fifteen hundred livres, had become 
the prey of a gold{mith : this, however, was not the cafe, 
but was on the point of being fo. 

I fhall {peak in another place of houfes a commerce, of 
thofe counting-houfes of publicans, which are true fchools 
of roguery ; of thofe perpetual fales and refales, where. 
fheriffy’ officers play a double part, where the goods which 
feem to pafs from hand to hand remain always in the fames 
and augment in value in proportion to the overthrow of- 
‘private fortunes. The money-jobbers had no need of having 
their cupidity ftimulated by all the accidents of the Revo 
lution; but they have become fo impudent, have aflumed 
a diction fo favage, a-cartouchian morality fo decided, that. 
if it be curious to hear, it is painful to obferve them. 

I -can certify, that houfes are trafficked for as fugar-. 
loaves in the time of -aflignats; they are bought for fifteen: 
days, and then refold always with a premium. They never 
make any repairs, but each new proprietor, by augmenting 
their rent, vexes the tenants, and treats them cavalierly.. 
Never were conquerors more inexorable towards a con-. 
quered people. They. make them: underftand with fuffi-. 
- cient oftentation and haughtinefs who is proprietor, and it 
matters little to them whether the wall is ready to tumble 
from decay, or the roof be open to the day; they pay no 
attention except to their cellars, which they fill with thirty 
forts of wine, on which they make freth fpeculations. 

To thole who have fuffered by the Revolution, nothing: 
remains but the hope of making it'up at the peace; others. 
wait for fome favourable chance, and figh after banks: 
many regret the affignats, which gave every. mercantile 
object a brifk circulation. A great. number defired, and 

. the 
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the wifh:is almoft general, the re-eftablifhment of a: lottery, 
an eftablifhment abfolutely. neceflary, and which would be: 
adopted if the.moft culpable folly did not {till blind us with 
refpect to the difafters of direct.taxes, the hardeft, mof 
difaftrous, and moft anti-republican of any. ‘The Council: 
of Elders, who pique themfelves on their wifdom, have 
rejected every plan of a lottery. We might fay— 

Avant de tant juger, apprends a tout connoijre. 

I fhall always dwell on the -indire€t tax of a ‘national 
lottery, which fhall not however be that known under the: 
name of /oto. 

Is money then become a more privileged article than the 
life of men, their repofe, their troubles, or their fatigues ? 
A formal requifition conftrains every man to the fervice 
of the ftate, and oppofes a youthful population to the dan- 
gers of the war, while the overplus.of money muit not be 
direCted towards the public treafury. Avarice every day. 
rids itfelf of the payment of taxes, keeps its treafures hid, 
-and accumulates to the detriment of the ftate the riches 
which it withdraws.from circulation, or which it employs 
in the deftruction of credit; and may not the government, 
by préfenting it with favourable chances, by a productive 
{peculation, draw out from the earth, or the ftrong. cheit, 
a part of that wealth which is wanting. for the vital motion! 2 

Ought we, it may be anfwered, to take from the poor, 
the unfortunate, their laft farthing ? Alas! miftaken mo-: 

-ralifts, why rob him of hope? Befides, it is not the poor: 
man who feeds the wheels of fortune; if he puts into the 
lottery, it is but a very {mall fum, it is the farthing which he 
would otherwife throw awayin cabarets to poifon himfelf 
with bad wine, which difturbs his reafon, and leads him into 
_exceffes; itis the farthing which: he would give to fortune- 
tellers, to-mountebanks, andimpoftors. The rich only ha- 
zard confiderable fums. You lament over the inhabitants of 
the country ! You are ignorant, then, what treafures they are 
heaping up, that they have buried the coin which they 
amafied with fuch difgufting cupidity, and that they would 
have fold a raddifh for half-a-crown. It is the remorfelefs 
farmer, the hard tradefman, and griping ufurer, who endea- 
vour to add to their immenfe gain the benefit which chance 
or fortune promife them.— Nemo dat quod non habet. | 

Afk the tax-gatherers; they will tell you, that the mifer 

ine tatters, fearing for his, dear treafure, or after having 
formed 
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formed his calculation, who brings by night his fack, arid 
. drags forth the cafh which the earth or a wall-would havé 
buried to the hour of his death. We have never yet beer 
folicitous to calculate what avarice, powerfully excited, 
might give back to the general ftock ; and theugh it fhould 
be difappointed, would not this difappointment be a jutt 
punifhment for its long infenfibility? ‘Fhofe who. ftarve’ 
us, who harafs us, who commit a number of little crimes 
to enrich themfelves, if there be a key to open their dark 
coffers, would it not. be wife to. make ufe of it? Lex it 
not be faid alfo, that lotteries render nothing of the fums 
they. receive. . a 

Money 1s the produce cf labour, but he who loves his 
money is foreed to a fecond labour. Now it is certain, 
that there are at prefent too many idle hands. The over= 
flow of daily fhows are evidences of.this obfervation. ‘This 
‘money, fo precious to the fubfiftence of the poor, and 
which would return to him by way of lottery, is expended 
for comedians and fingers of every colour and defcription,: 
from Garat, who drinks gold as long as he can draw his’ 
breath, to Madame Angot, who on the Boulevards, would 
pump in all the copper in Sweden. . Muficians;, mounte~- 
banks, rope-dancers, all thefe idle profeflions, often dan- 
gerous, are fupported by the people, and they muft not’ 
be fuffered to expend a few pence to enjoy at leaft fome 
agreeable dreams. Break then the {pring which winds 
them up, and which, though they be in pain, leads them to 
think they are at eafe. | i 

From what fingularity, what affeCtation of morality, do 
you make a vain difplay of erudition, to prove the pre- 
tended immorality of an eftablifhment which at leaft is but 
a fpecies of luxury, like diamonds, theatres, dances, and 
balls? Of what confequence to you is it how men fpend: 
their money, which they will otherwife fpend every day for 
founds, geftures, and jumping ? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. C. 
FRATERNITY. | 


_ InviGnanr af the proftitution which was made of thé 
foothing word of fraternity, Champfort tranflated the in- 
{cription traced on all our walls: “ Brotherhood or death? 
in this manner; “ Be my brother, or J hill you.” He faid, 

“6 the fraternity of thofe people is that of Cain and Abel.” The 
words or death, have fince been effaced. © 


CHAP. CI. 
MOTHERS WHO SUCKLE THEIR CHILDREN: 


le we are daily employed in tracing the diftreffing feeries 
of our Revolution, why fhould we not fpeak of a fight at 
leaft confoling, and which 1s continually before our eyesy 
that of the, multitudes of children fuckled by their mothers. 
Wherever I turn my eyes, I meet children in the arms of 
women, and men themfelves carry about thefe innocent crea- 
tures. There is no fpot of grafs, no walk, no public place, 
which does not fwarm with children of every age. Here 
you fee youth drawing in a multitude of little carts, infancy 
in peaceful flumber; your ‘fteps are crofled by thefe little 
equipages, but you do not murmur, you are not offended, 
becaufe you are amply rewarded for the delay by the foft 
{mile of all thefe lovely and innocent beings. ‘They fur- 
round you, they prefs your knees, you put them gently by, 
in order to purfue your way. There, the little girl of ten 
years old acts the gouvernante, regulates the conduct of 
her fifters and coufins, and nothing is more interefting 
than to contemplate the fubordination which reigns amongit 
ages which we confound with that which we have reached 
ourfelves. Never in any city, at any time of my life, did 
fo greata number of children meet my looks. Maternity 
Vou. I. R ha 
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has become a pleafure, for our Frenchwomen all fuckle, all 
pique themfelves on being mothers, and all feel that the only 
ood nurfe is the true mother. 

_” Maternity is fo much in. efteem, that its fun@ions filence 
every ‘idle remark which malice or flander can invent. ‘The 
fex is juftified for all its weaknefs, when it acts the careful 
and attentive nurfe. The youngeft are thofe who infpire 
moft refpe&, fo much do the duties of nature, when they 
are accomplithed, impofe filence on the babble - of our 
émpty moralifts. Is not nature already an enormous ufurer 
towards a weak fex? and if the woman did not find in the 
charms and carefles of a child, not a reward, but an indem- 
‘nity for her pains, the generation of beings would be foon 
exhautted. 

It feems that all the fouls who have fiown to the frontier 
for the defence of the country, are re-entered to animate 
new bodies, and form a focus. of republicans, who will 
enjoy the labours and facrifices of their anceftors. 

Infants more carefully attended, more free in their mo- 
tions, and no longer under the rod, difplay a character of 
joy and independence which cherais the ‘obferver. The 
rod has difappeared together with the tribe of grofs and 
venal nurfes, their little faults are correéted by a word, and 
it is in this manner that we ought to accuftom infancy to be 
governed only by words. © 

- Look at thefe young pupils: at fome future day our 
errors, our faults, and our misfortunes, will furnith them 
with fubjects of converfation ; they will be our judges, and 
the true hiftory of our calamities and of our prcamcts will 
_ fill their mouths. 

The little imperious ieee already decide, and affume 
a tone of republican independence. ‘The fhades are per- 
ceptible from year to year; and lefs tormented by peda- 
_ Gogues, they are unreftrained in their amufements; their 
motions, which are more free, are become alfo more grace- 
ful; they will be better than we, becaufe they have been 
happier in their cradles. 

In ihort, the number of children is fo great, that in cer- 
tain walks it furpafles grown-up perfons*. ‘This delicious 
fight, which evinces the wifdom of regenerating nature, 


* Of ten children; L_reckoned eight who had light hair; the’ children of 
the north are conitantly more humerous in our ‘commune: . 
can 
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can never weary. If fuch be the fruit of the Revolution 
(as no one ‘can doubt), it forms alfo a fcene fo affecting, 
‘ that it may ferve to foften the dark colours of the picture 
of our paft difafters. But why muft it be an eternal law of 
nature, that good muft arife from the fource of evil, and. 
that it fhould flow only from thence? I dare not harbour. 
fuch a thought, it would corrupt that feritiment of joy 
which dilates my heart at feeing a new generation f{pringing 
up, which refemble the fwarm of bees iffuing from the 
flanks of the bull of Ariftzeus : and we, like the inftrument 
of fome invifible and powerful arm, muft only tranfiently. 
glide over that path of peace and glory which is the lot of 
man, as hiftory proves, at the end of great movements and 
the overthrow of empires. 


CHAP. XCII. 
SAMSON ° 


Turs man is the public executioner. Voltaire has faid, 
that it was the executioner who ought to write the hiftory 
of the Englith. We might fay the fame of Sam{fon, it is 

he who fhould write that of the reign of terror. 

_  ‘Whata man this Samfon is! Perfectly impaffible, he and. 
the inftrument of punifhment were one and the fame thing, 
He has cut off the head of the moft powerful monarch in 
Europe, that of his wife, that of Briffot, that of Couthon, 
of leaders of every party, and all with the fame-compofure: 
he has made the mingled blood of princes, legiflators, 
plebeians, philofophers, flow in one ftream. “We call a 
gaoler an animal bolt, we may call Samfon the guillotine 
hatchet. He fells the head that is brought him, no matter 
whofe. What an inftrument! whata man! He ought to 
be afraid to remain a day in Paris. 

What does he fay? What does he think? Does he re-. 
lect on having put to death all the chiefs of every oppofite 
party; Charlotte Corday, and Fouquier Tinville, the wife 
of Koland, and Henriot. | 

R 2 


I fhould 
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I -fhould like to know what pafles in his mind, and if he 
confiders his terrible functions only as a trade. The. more: 
Lthink on this man, the prefident of the great “‘maffacre of, 
the human race, felling crowned heads, as well as. that. of. 
the pureft #epublican with the fame indifference, the more’ 
miy ideas are confounded. 

I have feen the young girl at the eve of her. marriage, 
brave death with more fang froid than the famous D’Eftaing 
who had filied Europe with the glorious recitals of his 
courage and intrepidity; How does Samfon fleep after ’ 
having received the laft words or the laft looks of thofé 
detriincated heads? In truth, I fhould like to be in the. 
foul of this man for a few hours; I fhould perhaps furprize. 
fome ideas which are unknown to me. He has feen the 
favage Danton die intoxicated, whofe decrees all fmelt of 
wine; he has feen Robefpierre and his deteftable fatellites 
in their laft moments tremble, grow pale, and fweat with 
that terror with which they had frozen the French. He 
would have cut off the head of Condorcet as well as Marat. 
What a fingular man! and his exiftence is not a problem ! 

He has heard thoufands of women furies applaud with 
infernal fhouts this horrible deluge of blood. He fleeps, 
they fay, and he may indeed, for it is very poflible that his 
con{fcience is in perfect tranquillity. 

The guillotine has refpeéted his eonfcience, as making 
an integral part with it. No one ever thought of con- 
demning to the flames the rolling plank which placed the 
vidlims under the fatal knife. It is true that Samfon was 
not like the executor of juftice of Nantes, at one and the 
fame time executioner, prefident of the popular fociety, 
and witnefs fuborned to give evidence againft the prifoners.. 
No one, as at Nantes, contended for the honour of. having 
him for a fon-in-law. We did not fee, as at Nantes, per- 
fons of évery rank and condition accoft him with a carefling 
air, and prefs his bloody hands in a friendly manner ; and 
the Patifian women did not wear im their ears, as a great 
many women of Nantes, guillotines of gold. 

He received, it is faid, excufes from the Queen, when 
on the: {caffold: fhe had undefignedly trod on his toe. 
What did he think at that time? He was for a long time 
paid with the money of the royal treafury. What a manis 
this Samfon! he comes and goes like any other man, he is. 
fometimes 
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fometimes at the theatre of the Vaudeville; ‘he laughs, he 
looks'at me; my head has efcaped him; he knows nothing 
about it; and as it is a thing quite indifferent to him, [am 
never wearied of obferving that carelefinefs with which he 
has fent to the other world a crowd of men of the firft as 
well as laft rank. He would begin again if —-— and why. 
not? Is it not his trade ? = ; 

_ When the carts ‘with thefe numberlefs victims were . 
dragged by three or four harridans, how was it that in the 
fpace of fourteen months there were not found forty deter 
mined men to pierce their flanks, and give that great fignal 
of ‘courage’ fitted to awaken it in the fouls of their fellow- 
citizens? ‘But no; all the brave were dead, or at the 
armies ; and,the terror was fuch, that if one had faid to 
an individual, « At fuch an hour the cart will pafs before 
“| thy houfe, thou muft defcend and place thyfelf in it ;” 
the individual would have defcended from his ftair-cafe, 
and taken his place. a 


CHAP. CII. 
NATION. 


_ Ir was formerly only a fimple term of geography, or of 
the rhetorician who wifhed to {well his ftyle. You will 
never find the pen of the writers of the age of Louis the 
XAIVth ufing the words, Lhe. intereft of the nation—The fervice 
of the nation-—T be treafure. of the nation, becaufe in fact there 
exifted no zation. France was only a vaft park of fheep, 
which he who made himfelf mafter. might. fhear or fell ; for: 
fuch was bis pleafure, _ : 3 | 


CHAP, 


~ 


246 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


CHAP. CIV. _ 


SANS-CULOTTES. 


‘We are in general ignorant of the origin ,of this word. 


It is this: The poet Gilbert, perhaps the moft excellent 
verfifier after Boileau, was very poor. He had trimmed 
fome philofophers in one of his fatires; an author, who 
was defirous of paying his court, in order to be of the 
academy, wrote a little fatirical piece, which he called the 
Sans-Culotte. Gilbert was rallied on it, and the rich rea- 
dily adopted this denomination againft all authors who 
were not elegantly drefled. . 

At the time of the Revolution, they remembered the 
term, adopted it, and employed it as an invincible {pear 
againft all thofe whofe writings or difcourfes tended to a 
great or {peedy reform. | 

They thought it an excellent joke, and that they might 
laugh at it as they did twenty years ago; but politicians 
are more invulnerable than poets, and they took with a 
good grace the title which was given them. I was in- 
fcribed on the firft lift of fans-culottes, at which I only 
laughed. But thefe gratuitous infults, and the infolent 
tone familiar to gilded drawing-rooms, irritated certain 


‘minds, and led them to invent and detail, without referve, 


the term of ariffocrate. , 
All this took place before the Revolution. Who would 
have thought that republicans would have adopted this term, 
and made it a point of rallying ? | 
It was certainly in order to annex contempt, hatred, 
and execration to the-word, to the idea of republic, to the 
quality of republican, to the only government which can 
be avowed by reafon, juftice, and focial reafon; it was to 
render the natural rights of liberty and equality deteftable 
and ridiculous, that the jacobins imagined and put in vogue 


_ the ignoble /ans-culotti/ne and the fans-culottide fetes. 


I make no doubt but fome day, thofe years in which 
fuch fétes have been celebrated, will be ftruck out of the 
number of republican years. I truft that the republic wilk 
date from the conftitution of the third year, and that it 
will be impoflible for reafon, or a new race, to. confider 

_- i them . 
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them otherwife. Why fhould thofe- years of deteftable 
anarchy ufurp a title, againft which the avenging cry of 
humanity will rife in judgment by the iron pen of hiftory. 

What! the republic exifted under the yoke of terrorifm, 
and when the abfurd rapacity of the Agvarian law. was 
preached to the people! What! were thofe procontuls, 
who, have carried fire and flame, devafiation and death, 
throughout France, republicans! Were the laws of our 
decemvirs republican laws !—the exercife of every horrible 
crime a republican government! - wee 

Our pofterity, more-juft and more wife, will never date. 
the era of our regeneration from any other moment than 
that in which the conititutional laws exercifed their happy 
empire. . . ; ae 

Amongft thofe ufurpers of the glorious title of repub- 
lican, there was not a fingle one who would not have 
afcended the throne of the mob, and there they would 
have fat, though it had been garnifhed with pointed nails. 
I have feen even that mule of Auvergne, called Romme, 
with to try it: Babceuf wanted to replace Marat; and if 
Babceuf and his affociates have been and are republicans, 
certainly I am not. : 7 

What profanation of that facred word! which foolith 
and ferocious men have,afflumed in order to delude the 
multitude, and thereby rendered credible the facerdotal 
cruelties of every age, and every country, as well as the 
reafonings of the muft abfurd theologians. They have 
made human reafon take a retrograde ftep; they are more- 
over guilty of a greater crime, of the almoft entire demo- 
ralization of a great, but alas, too credulous people.. 

Sans-culottifme has conftantly followed the vagabond. 
ftandard of anarchy;,and if the conftitution fays that I 
muft fign in the year in which I write, the fixth year of the 
Republic, 1 will fign it as I ought ; but I appeal to the juf- 
tice and confcience of pofterity, to reCtify the inexcufable 
error, 

. The greater part of thofe Sans-culottes do not guefs 
even at what hiftory will fay of them; they, who think 
themfelves fo penetrating, and do not know that they have 
been puppets, during the greater part of the fittings of the 
National Convention; that their difpofition for power and 
yapine. have been greedily {narched at, in order to accom- 
plifh the projects-which rolled above their heads, as the 
_ heavenly fpheres roll above the head of an ignorant favage. 
| If 


‘ 
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If hiftory, armed with its mirror and avenging pen, 
_fhould fay to them, whilft alive, ‘* you have been nothing: 
« but execrable puppets, moved by invifible wires !” crufhed 
under the weight of irrefiftible evidence, where could they 
find caverns deep or. dark enough, to bury the fhame of: 
having committed fo many crimes, not for themfelves, but 
fora kind of old Men of the Mountain, who ‘laughed. at 
their harangues at the tribune, at their anger, and their. 
puerile paflions. And thefe Sans-culotte puppets, , thefe. 
madmen.of a new kind, have multiplied amongft us; they’ 
have faid, that there were none that knew how to govern 
but: themfelves ; ; but man is a vafe full of good or corrupted 
liquor, whofe good or bad odour is diffufed. around ; 

_ nothing has been diffufed from Sans-culottifm but a fece 

tionarv war of words. — 


CHAP. CV, 
. UNDEIFY. 


© parisians! ..... [have feen you fince the Revolu-. 
tion «parade through your flreets, in pomp, the bufts of 
many illuftrious perfonages, on whom ‘you have lavifhed 
your adorations ; I have {een you bear to a temple the afhes 
of fome amongft them, whom you confidered as gods! a’ 
moment. came, and you immediately undeified them. OQ 
Parifians | 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS: © 249° 


CHAP. CVI. 
FABRE D'EGLANTINE, 


’ Tae monfters devoured one another; they took arms 
againgt each other with the inftrument with which they 
ftruck:at Innocence ; and they have done themfelves juftice. 
Humanity and liberty } have no tears to fhed over the ane 
nihilation. 

Fabre d’Eglantine is of that number, he was the pro- 
moter of the infamous revolutionary regime, and its pane- 
gyrift 5 he was the friend, companion, counfellor of thofe 
murderous pro-confuls, who carried fire and fword, devaf- 
tation and death, throughout France, Why affedt to re-= 
gret thefe fubaltern rufhans, who would only have excited 
contempt, if tyranny in ftriking them for its pple VIEWS, : 
had not awakened a kind of intereft in their favour ? 

That mountain, or rather as I called it from the firft 
day I fat within the walls, that crater, which has vomited 
out all the burning lavas of ignorance and crime, had two 
fummits, equally odious to every friend of their country, 
and of public liberty. 

As for myfelf, who have followed the onda neither 
of Marius nor Sylla, alike in oppofition to thofe chiefs 
who have conftantly laboured for their own elevation, and 
never for the republic, it is as a republican that I deteft their 
demagogical principles. 

I will not examine whether or not the hands of Fabre 
@Eglantine were fullied with dilapidations. I know that 
he was a promoter of affaffinations, and I accufe’ him as 
fuch before’ potterity. | 

As a poet, he had talents. The Philinthe of Moliere is 
an excellent comedy. It is to be remarked that Ronfin 
was “alfo a writer of plays, but of bad ones; that Du- 
buiffon was a very obf{cure dramatic poet; that Grammont 
was a player; that Collot d’Herbois, a player, was alfo a 
dramatic writer; that he had even made a piece in honour 
of the portrait of Monfieur. It is remarkable, that feverak 
players were accomplifhed ators in that hideous anarchy, 
which has inundated our country with blood, which has 
transformed Frenchmen into inftruments of crimes, or into 
cqwardly hone of the moft horrible atrocities. 

. CHAP. 
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CHAP. CVIL. 
. MODES. 


. Unper the old regime, it was the reigning mode in 
France which extended its empire over allthe nations of 
Europe. At -prefent, when our women wear cockades 
among their ornaments, and that we read on pots of rouge, 
Vegetal National; inttead of la mode, we fay le mode. A 
mode of government, to fix a mode for the collecting a 
tax. Mode, then, fignifies, /j/lem, method. 


CHAP. CVIIL 
DENUNCIATION. 


Ir was a trade during the Revolution, authorized by a 
law of the Jacobins, and was more horrible perhaps than 
murder; it killed the national character, at leaft in cities ; 
it engendered hatred, perfidy, refentments, jealoufies, and 
the ties of families were broken for a long time. | 

They found a crowd of denunciators, becaufe they taught 
fila a moft terrible fecret; I mean the art of gaining 
the money or property of another, by telling a lie, or 
making a falfe report. 

Were the denunciator even impartial, he fees all men in 
a falfe light, when he expeéts.a reward for beholding them 
criminals. Thus a familiar of the inquifition accufes him 
who lets his rofary fall, as guilty of facrilege. The {py of 
the Jacobins was not lefs atrocious in his accufations. ! 

The affembly of the Jacobins. was a hell upon -earth, ‘it 
was compofed in part of women of the mob; who were fo 
many furies, refembling ferpents, hifling inftead of fpeak- 
ing, and {peaking only to make wounds with their forked 


tongues. : 
What 
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What agent thus powerfully ftimulated the patriotifm of 
thefe denunciators ? An aflignat of five livres. 

How much evil has this execrable engine occafioned, to 
gain five livres a-day ! thofe hideous Megzras had renounced 

every fentiment of nature. 

It was they who, giving the fignal to all the mobbith 
tribe, and threatening others with the anger of the mobbifh 
chiefs, eftablifhed the permanence of the fcaffold. It was 
they who applauded the daily maffacres, who received two 
hundred livres for each denunciation: while others, more 
{ubtle, difcovered your fecrets, and repairing to Robet- 
pierre, mingled the wormwood of their own difpofitions 
with the gall of the moft atrocious of men. 

It was at the Amar’s, the Fouquier Tinville’s, the Robert 
Lindet’s, that they paid their dearett vifits. 


CHAP. CIX. 


GIRL. © 


‘To have a girl fignifies, in the diGtionaries of all nations, 
to be the father of a child of the feminine fex; to have a 
woman fignifies having married an individual of the cae 
fex. 

In France, thefe words gir/, and woman, iave not the 
fame fignification in the dictionary of gallantry. I could 
cite an hundred examples ; but one will fuffice. 

A young-man was accufed of loving girls extravagantly ; 
there were feveral married women prefent, with whom 
fuch an accufation might have injured him. One of his 
. friends who .was there, an{wered, cs Paapecrnnon ma- 
‘© lignity ! he has women alfo.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, CX, 
TA pPE-DURS. 


Tuts was the name given'to a company of cut-throats; 
armed with knotted fticks, to which they gave, by way of: 
derifion, the name of conffitution. Their place of rendezvous 
was in a coffee-houfe near the Italian theatre, kept by.one. 
- Chretien, juryman of the Revolutionary Tribunal. ‘They 
were continually parading in the Palais Royal, infulting 
the paflengers, and arrefting thofe who would not fubmit 
to their infults. Janiffaries of the Committee of General 
Surety, when that committee had need of any commotion, 
of any diforder, to ferve asa pretext for atrocious mea- 
fures, called bitter ; it was the tappe-durs who were com- 
miffioned to excite them. 

They walked about, their heads erect, with menaceés in 
their - mouths, and the looks of afotins : they extolled 
only a few of the moft exaggerated of the Jacobins, and 
devoted all the others to the {caffold, It was truly painful: 
for an honeft man to fee thofe bands of wretches. Every 
eye fhrunk from their favage Jook; they {poke only of 
arreft, and of putting to death the /u/pecfed. © | 

Their infolence mayked the climax of the extravagance 
and barbarity of men. It was in feeing and hearing them. 
that we gave credit fo the fyftem of extermination, | fo in- 
fernal were their words; authors of fo many crimes, they 
called themfelves patriots par excellence, the friends of li- 
herty and juftice, and the true founders of the. republic, 
be a republic ! Good heaven! built’ on ‘corpfes, tombs, 

and wrecks, with only atheifts, robbers, and. affafiins for 
rilete and fubjects. : 

Sucha fyftem appeared eicredibile to thofe, who, diftant 
from the events that were pafling, were difpofed to believe 
that the picture was overcharged ; but it is foothing | at 
leaft to refleQ, that thefe evils are paft, and that a legal 
government, feated on its bafis, feems, by its force and 
autherity, to have reftored humanity andreafontotheir rights. 

At the time of the re-a€tion of Praireal, royalifm, which 
difguifed itfelf in pantaloons and wooden thoes, took thefe 
tappe-durs into its pay : ae changed their language, but 
not their ferocity. 
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CHAP. CXI. 


SANGUINOCRATES. 

THERE wasa time in which neither the reclamations of 
the rights of man, nor the plaintive voice of nature, found 
any fympathifing heart; they only ferved to provoke the | 
hatred and wrath of the Sanguinocrates, who had feized on. 
the government. 


CHAP. CXIL 
FALSE ASSIGNATS. 


_ Our enemies were-defirous of making the counter-revo- 
lution by falfe affignats, on the fide of Switzerland and 
Mount Blanc; the Swifs lent their afhiftance in a moft ads’ 
mirable manner, they were introduced by millions; they 
were thrown even by packets into the inns, and in feveral 
places the good were refufed in payment, from fear of re- 
ceiving bad ; the greateft part came to us from**** | 
It is fcarcely to be imagined how much intelligence and 
talent were employed in thefe' perfidious manccuvres. 
Monfieur’s bookfeller, named Guzlloz, was the firft maker of 
falfe afignats, who was-punifhed. I have great reafon to. 
think that he was in intelligence with perfons of the higheft 
rank. + ae 
Makers of falfe affignats, and robbers, met in the fame 
prifon; but I do not know whether the former made a 
line of feparation, and kept themfelves aloof. ‘They were 
commonly young fpendthrifts, who connected themfelves 
with engravers. One is the:bearer of the falfe aflignats, 
another has only a fingle one, fo that if he is caught in | 
pafling it, the law may have no hold on him; when he 
has fucceeded, his comrade gives him another, and fo on. | 
: | ‘The 
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The crime of forgery is ee common, and is multi- 
plied in every way: public documents have been altered, 
and even lottery tickets. The civil and common tribunals 
are fully occupied with this kind of crime. The imagina- 
tion exhaufts itfelf in contriving. the moft daring and im- 
pudent plans of fwindlers; intrigue, for feven years paft, 
has played the firft part, and has {pread its nets on every 
fide. 

The profeffion of intriguer and fwindler is fo general, 
that it forms’ a numerous clafs ; having its connections, 
cuftoms and habits. If you are not in the fecret, you will 
be deceived in every thing, and I pity the ftranger. who 
lands at the Cajfee de Valois, de Foy, de Chartres, or la Ro- 
tonde, he fees nothing which .is before ‘his eyes, nor dif+ 
tinguifhes between the phyfiognomy of a capitalift, and 
that of a knave. 

Danton, deputy to the Convention for Paris, overwhelmed 
with debt, after having been ftruck off the roll of attornies, 
became a broker, and gave the fignal to every knave of 
this clafs to deal in wholefale, and without timidity ; he’ 
had already provided for the abolition of the arreft. for 
debt. It was a day of triumph for all the party ; reckoning 
from this day, Danton was confidered as. a man of vaft 
conceptions 3 it was even faid, that for eoquence he would. 
make the fecond volume of Mirabeau. Quegque ipfe mifer- 
rima vidi. Knaves have always had a {welling ftyle, and 
_was there not enough to laugh at and weep at the fame 
time, when a blind multitude, deceived with re{pect to 
their wickednefs, gave them credit for profound under- 
{tanding ? . 

Falfe ailignats. did f{carcely any harm to the nation, on 
account of their fmall number, compared alfo with the 
immenfe quantity which the Committee of. Finances had 
fabricated, and the inconceivable rapidity with which it 
. preceded every other fabrication. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, CXIII. 
THEOPHAGE. 


Tuts is the name which is at prefent given to ‘thofe, 
who, with a napkin tucked under their chin, and on their 
knees before a prieft, receive from his fingers, into their 
mouth, a little wafer of pafte with which you feal letters. 


CHAP. CXIV. 


) 


ROMAN PRIEST. 


I met yefterday, near the Tuilleries, a prieft, one of 
my friends; he was in the national uniform: here is our | 
-converfation, word for word. Prieft-—‘“ I mount guard 
“© to-day,” fhewing his cartouch-box: * but you will not 
« guefs what I have in this.” [.—*¢ Probably cartridges.” 
Prieft.—«* Something better than that.” I.—« Faith, I 
“ conceive nothing better than cartridges at this moment.” 
Prieft.—“ What I have there is for every moment.” [.— 
“ Is it fomething that kills?’ Prieft.—** On the contrary, 
« it is fomething which makes alive; it is the principle 
— of all things.” J.—« The principle of all things in your 
“¢ cartridge-box ; that is a little extraordinary.” Prieft.— 
« Tt is, neverthelefs, true.” I.—lIs it the truth of a prieft, 
“ or a foldier?” Prieft.—* I own that it is a little the 
“ truth of a prieft.” I.—In that cafe, explain yourfelf 
“more clearly. Let us fee what myftery your cartridge- 
“box contains.” Prieft.—< It is in reality a great 
«© myftery. It is the bon Dieu.” I.—“« The bon Dieu!” 
Prieft.—** Yes, the bon Dieu. Yam going to tell you about 
“it. I was at the Corps de garde, when I was fent for to 
“‘ carry it to one of the faithful, who was difpoled to take 
“ the great journey; and in order to conform myfelf toa 
“ very wife arreté, I performed my function of prieft, in 
| *¢ tne 
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¢ 


“A 


the drefs of a citizen, whilft for this particular miffion it 
© was not neceflary that I fhould wear any facerdotal gar- 
«© ment: I own, alfo, that it is more convenient and more 
_ decent to be clothed as a citizén foldier; than to go in 
“ the drefs of a funeral mafk, to. frighten a man at his 
« Jaft moments, and make little children kneel down in 
“ the ftreets.” -IL—«« My friend, thy language fmells al 
“© ready of thy drefs. I forgive thee for being a prieft. 
«© Adieu !” 


genet as ‘ Cat 
unten ”venmabensseminsitencareun dived 
eR aT OE SSO 


CHAP. CXV. 
HUAILLE, 


The howling mob. Wats——no; I am miftaken——+red 
eaps are thrown up in the air. The words, carnage, blood, 
death, vengeance! this a, b, c, of the Jacobin idiom, is re 
peated, cried, hurled from neighbour to neighbour, by the 
fluaille. | ; 

The Huaille reigried for near fifteen months, and defpo- 
tifed the city; for to defpotife, that is to fay, in little as 
well as great, in a family as in a kingdom, is to be fole 
mafter when we can, and when we cannot, to affociate 
with fubaltern defpets, who in their turn exercife an arbi- 
trary power, to make,thofe tremble by whom it has been 
beftowed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXVI. 
SACRED ORDERS. 


"Tuis-was the name formerly given te certain ecclefiafti- 
ical decrees, as the tonfure, the /ubdeaconry, the deaconry, the 
priefthood, which were granted :by bifhops, furrounded with 
religious pomp, to all thofe, who, in order to want nothing, 
renounced every thing, by incorporating themfelves with 
the church. : 

'. A prelate was afked, if, fince the Revolution, he fhould 
continue to ordain ecclefiaftics according to the new de- 
icreéss—«. No, truly, my principles | - - - - My duty! ---- 
«< My confcience !”---- Eb. bien! Monfeigneur, they will 
« fuppreft your penfon.” | | 
<¢ Suppre/s my penfion! that is a little too bold.” An old 
domeftic was prefent at this dialogue. Monfeigneur, as 
was cuftomary, owed him feveral years’ wages. _ 
© What! is it fo, Sir; will they Juppre[s Monfeigneur’s pen=* 
“ fon! ---- and my wages!?----“ Your wages? they will 
“ go with the penfon!”——*> D—n it! he fball ordain—You 
‘s foall ordain, Monfeigneur; you foall ordain??? —~ | 


CHAP. CXAVIYI, © 


- “FARCE, 
' ENTITLED, THE LAST JUDGMENT OF KINGS. 


A pice of an original kind, which was aSed with the 
greateft fuccefs on the theatre of the city. You beheld 
all the monarchs of. Europe in their refpeCtive drefles, 
amufing the {fpeCtators with their fceptres and their crowns; 
they difputed, fought, when a ‘republican comes, and fets 
them all to rights. After having muzzled them, he makes 

. Veou.d. 5 : them: 
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them dance like bears. One might have fuppofed that the 
author had parodied that happy verfe in the ALechant. 


« Les rois font ici bas pour sios menus plaifirs.” 


The piece offered fome humourous points, and was much 
| followed; but fo fhort a {pace of time had followed between ' 
the profound refpeét, and the merry mirth of the populace, 
that we might have exclaimed, « If the exempt of the po- 
“lice fhould come in, he will fend thofe people to the 
« Baftille.” 

Many dramas of nearly the fame kind formed amufe- 
ment for the Parifian. But events became at the fame time 
fo fingular and fo terrible, that theatrical fition was far 
. from attaining hiftorical fac. 


CHAP. CXVIIL. 
ACTIVE CITIZEN. 


| APYER a decree of the National Affembly, it was necef- 
fary to be an aéfive citizen; that is to fay, to poffefs pro- 
perty, to have a right of voting in the Primary Affemblies ; 
fo that Secrates, Corneille, Fean Facgues Rouffeauy if they had 
lived amongtt us, would have been excluded. 

We fee, therefore, that the adjeCtive killed. the fubftan- 
tive; alas! the true aéive citizens are thofe, who, by. 
_ taking the Baftille and the Tuileries, put an oe to the 
indignities of a defpotical regime, _ | 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. CXIX. 
THE LITTLE CATO. 


On the appearance of the new calendar, and even before, 
- it was who fhould change their chriftian names for Roman 
“furnames. As for Couthon, he derogated, and took a 
Greek name; he called himfelf Ariftides-Couthon. All at 
the top or-bottom of the Mountdin decorated themfelves 
with the names.of the great men of antiquity ; and that fo 
thoroughly put me out of all patience one day, that on fome 
difplay of new follies of their own growth, I exclaimed with 
all my force, No, you'are not Romans! The furious bell of 
Collot d’Herbois was’ rung over my head, and drowned 
fome other truths, which’ made them {kip about like fo i many 
wild goats. I own that I amufed myfelf ‘infinitely on that 
day, when I had the pleafure to fay to Robefpierre, foam- 
ing. with rage, and pale, ss Hold thy peace, and hear me 
‘¢ for once, for thou: art ignorance perfonified ; ‘have you 
ci made a pact with victory '—No !—but we have made it 
« with death ttt is clear to all what you are ftriving 
« for.” 

The great reputation of thefs Catos and Brutuffes, having 
finifhed nearly like that of Gracchus-Baboeuf, we fhall 
dwell on that extravagant mania no longer than jal to 
recite the following little ftory. 

A child, baptized Cato, with whofe name his father had 
made him acquainted in reading fome pages to him of the 

~ Roman hiftory, had ftolen into his mother’s cabinet, where, 
in the joy of his heart, he haftened to pillage a box of 
{weetmeats. His father enters, takes him in the fact, and. 
fays to him coolly, Cato would not have done that.” -T he 
child afhamed, empties his pockets, and after having reftored 
it, threw himfelf at the knees of his father, who fays to 
him, * Cato, after having committed a. thefe, qwould not’ have 
* reduced himfelf ta the fituation of repairing i by an humiliating 
« poftures rife? 
: - This 


260 NEW PICTURE OF PARIS. 


| This leffon was good, and I doubt not but the child, if 
he has any talents-above the common, will think himfelf 
always furrounded by the thade of Cato. a 


Cy 


CHAP. CXX. 
PATRIOT OF 8g. 


Ir is he who at this epocha embraced the Revolution,- 
witheut prefent ambition, from love for his country, and 
from hatred to defpotifm and oppreffion; who has made 
the energy of his patriotifm confift in things and not in 
words; who, in the crifis of the Revolution, has never 
ceafed to love liberty and equality. founded on juftice, 
which is its rule; who, pufhed on with the whole of France 
by the revolutionary torrent, has neither provoked nor or- 
dered, nor protected its devaftating crimes; who, if he 
has fallen into errors, unhappily infeparable from huma- 
nity, has laboured earneftly to repair thofe which he-has 
difcovered ; who has always acted in entire fubmiffion to 
the laws, and whofe mouth and hands have been preferved 
_-atall times pure from falfe denunciations, vengeance, rapine 

and blood. | ‘ 


CHAP. CXXI. 
LETTER OF ROUSSEAU. 


Tuis letter is fingular and prophetic. F with it to be 
‘read to all the inhabitants of Paris, who wear the ruft of 
the old regime ftill in their hearts; for is it not fingular 
that the fame man calls me Monfeur in “a letter, and 

Citizen in fociety? If this practice continue, we fhall have 
| two. 
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two forts of language, one for the ftreet, another for the 
houfe. It was with fome difficulty that the name of citizen 
eftablifhed itfelf ; and why is not this honourable name pre- 
ferable to the word Monfeur ? | 

- Rouffeau, when he was in Switzerland, wrote to his 
friend Dupeyron, * I have a furname, which I think I de- 
‘¢ ferve better than ever: at Paris I was called Citizen; 
“¢ give me this title which is fo dear to me ; endeavour to 
«* propagate it, and let thofe who~love me never call me 
‘© Monfeur ; but in {peaking of me, the Citizen, and in writ- 
‘© ing, Aly dear Citizen.” 


CHAP. CXXH. 
COUNTER-REVOLUTION, 


= A NEw word, which appeared immediately after that of 
Revolution. At fignifies that coup de main, which, if it were 
poflible, would revive the afhes of the laft of our tyrants; a 
_ phoenix who would be called kiag—now a phcenix—reader, | 
you comprehend me! — — | 


CHAP. CXXIII. 
J. J» ROUSSEAU, AT THE TUILLERIES. 


Every feeling heart muft recolle& with pleafure that 
autumnal evening, when the inhabitants of Ermenonville 
brought to Paris the coffin of the author of Emilius, under 
an ar bour of fhrubs and flowers. © : 

| The 
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The air was calm, the fy ferene ; a long curtain of pur- 
ale veiled the fetting fun at the horizon ; a light piEoeG 
agitated the laft leaves. 

The founds of fimple and plaintive mufic were heard at 
a diftance. A crowd of citizens joined the proceflion. 
Every -heart. palpitated with joy. 

_ The funeral car entered with majeftic folemnity. A 
numerous band of youth followed it in refpectful filence. 
Fhe fymphonift left a fhort interval between each air, in 
order that every one might recolleét, and join in the chorus. 

The favourite airs of The Man of Nature, were fung ; 
thofe which the lover repeats every day to his miftrefs, 
the tender wife to the happy hufband. 

It might have been faid, that angels defcending to earth 
were come to tranfport him to heaven amidft their celeftial 
concerts. 

The proceflion ftopt at the bafon which reprefented the 
Ifle of Poplars. It received the tears of the fpeCtators 
ranged around, and above all thofe of the women; who 
thought of Julia, Sophia, and Warens, fo tenderly, fo con-~ 
_ftantly beloved by her adopted fon. Every eye was fixed 
on the coffin, laid on a Platform, | and covered with a blue 
cloth fown with ftars. 

_. The glory of the great man pierced through | the -darknels 
of death, he feemed ftill to, exift. 

A thoufand. flambeaux, ‘lighted this affedting ° cerémony. 

Every. face was embellifhed. with tears, they offered the 

image, not of inconfolable grief for the lofs of a friend, but 

of the tranquil hope of one day feeing him return. 

The obfequies were terminated by the air, Dans ma cabane 
ebfcure; and every one withdrew, finging it in a plaintive 
gone. 


END OF VOle Ie 


